
• Couch Potato Press • September 2009 •

A Publication of Greyhound Pets 
of America-Wisconsin
www.gpawisconsin.org
Voice Mail: 414.299-9473

September 2009 - Gala Edition

COUCH
POTATO
PRESS

1STCLASS PRSRT
USPOSTAGE

PAID
GRAFTON, WI
PERMITNO. 11

GPA-Wisconsin
Post Office Box 2115
Madison,WI   53701-2115

15th Annual Gala
Greyhound Gather ing

Saturday, Sept 26th, 2009
Waukesha County Expo Center

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
•  • • • • • •

Gala is Almost Here!

Saturday, September 26th, 2009
will mark the 15th Annual Gala
Greyhound Gathering.  Wow, hard to
believe its been 15 years since the
very first Gala!  Though GPA-WI has
been in existence longer than that
(20 years!), it was the brain child of a
few early adopters who had the idea
to put an event like this together to
raise money for the dogs.  A big
thank you to Dr. Becky McCracken,
Ellen Schneiderman and Katie Traxel
for being the pioneers who started
the very 1st Gala.  With your great
leadership, this event has grown to
be the premier greyhound fundraiser
in our region and we are all proud to
be part of it.

The Gala will again be held at the
Waukesha County Expo Center
Arena.  Hundreds of greyhounds and
greyhound lovers will descend upon
the arena to support Greyhound Pets
of America-Wisconsin by purchasing
raffle tickets, buying GPA apparel
and supporting our vendors.  A list of
scheduled activities are inside this
newsletter.  Times are subject to

change, so be sure to check the
schedule posted at the Gala. 

As in years past, all well-mannered
greyhounds and non-greyhound
canine siblings are welcome at the
event, however, please remember
that not all greyhounds are familiar
with small dogs, other breeds of dogs
or children. It is your responsibility to
handle your greyhound or other dog
appropriately to ensure a safe and
fun event for everyone.  

**Please use caution during dog 
interaction. Keep your dog on
leash and under your control at all
times.  Also please be responsible
and pick up after your dog. If your
pet has an accident in the Expo
Center, see our grounds crew or a
board member (green shirts) to
help get things cleaned up.  

Thank you and have a fun time
at the Gala!

DIRECTIONS TO THE GALA:
From I-94, exit Hwy J South (exit
294) in Waukesha.  South on J to
Northview Road, then west (right)
to the Expo Center Arena (the big
dome).

What’s Inside:
• Everything Gala!

• Adoption Hounds

• Nuts & Bolts

• Memorials

Logo Contest Winner is
(drum roll please!)....

El i Ghere
Thank you, Eli, for submitting the

winning design for this year’s Gala.

This logo will be featured on our

2009 tee shirts and other printed

materials.  Thank you to all our logo

contest submitters - we had a lot of

great designs to pick from, and hope

you’ll submit a design again next year.

Couch Potato Press
is a quarterly publication of Greyhound Pets of  America-Wisconsin, 
a non-profit organization dedicated to placing ex-racing greyhounds 
in loving homes as pets.  It is designed and edited by Ellen Paulus, and
includes many contributors and volunteers.  Please direct any 
correspondence, address changes or donations to:

GPA-Wisconsin, Post Office Box 2115, Madison, WI 53701-2115

In Memory, June - September 2009
These beloved greyhounds have recently passed over.
We’d like to honor them by publishing their names in
our newsletter. Please let us know if there is a hound
who should be remembered.

We hope the list is always short. We encourage
friends and relatives to consider a donation to GPA or
the Blue Fund in their hound’s memory. Memorials are
greatly appreciated and will be acknowledged with a
note to the family.

Bonus Folz

Boxer Genzel

Stan Heindel

Neon Hessen

Licorice Knuese

Sunny Kenealy

Kamey Palmer-Laber

Casey Powers

April Rink

Walker Rosien

Leedo Rosien

Miami Ryerson

Freddie Seeburg

Ami Shope

Tattoo Smith

Nosy Wozniczka

Nancy J. Schaff

W226 S5720 Woodside Ct.
Waukesha, WI 53189

262/548-3979
262/548-3982 (Fax)

Email: njschaff@wi.rr.com
www.dogsandtheirpeople.com

www.dogcoats.com

CUSTOM
GREYHOUND

COATS

Ad space is available for purchase.  $25 for a business card size ad.  Send requests
to pauprint@sbcglobal.net. Please support our sponsors, and consider buying a
happy ad to offset the cost of mailing out this newsletter.  Thank you!

Would you like to see your beautiful hound
on the cover of our December issue?
Look for this Silent Auction item. You could
be the winning bidder of our “Cover Dog”
prize.  It’s priceless!

Cover Dog

^Deli Paulus^



Youngsters the Norm

When GPA-WI first started, most of
the dogs coming into the program
were four and five year olds.  They
had long racing careers and eventu-
ally graded off to retirement. As time
went on, we started to see younger
dogs retire. In recent years, we’ve
had mostly three year olds with an
occasional five year old, or an occa-
sional two year old. Times are a
changing....

The majority of dogs we are asked to
take into the program now are less
than three years old, and often less
than two years old.  Why is that hap-
pening, and what does that mean?

There are many factors that con-
tribute to the reduction in age but
most of the reasons relate to the
decline of the Dairyland track in
Kenosha, where most of our dogs
come from.  Its not necessary to dis-
cuss the state of the track in detail.
All you need to do is go to the inter-
net and google for information and
plenty of reading material will come
up.  But the bottom line is that when
dogs come up to race, if they aren’t
showing immediate potential, many

of the kennels do not have the time
or resources to continue schooling
the dogs long term, so they end up
retiring them early.

What does that mean for GPA-WI?
It means that we have to adapt our
adoption methods. It means we have
to educate our applicants that the
dog they may be getting won’t be a
typical couch potato yet. We all know
that greyhounds are puppies until
they are three years old.  When we
get a dog who’s eighteen or twenty
months old, its a vastly different thing
than getting a 3, 4 or 5 year old.  We
now have applicants choosing to
wait for an “adult” or mature dog, and
yet we have a kennel full of young-
sters looking for homes.  

There is nothing we can do about the
age of the dogs that are retiring.
That part is not up to us.  What we
must do is continue to advocate for
greyhound adoption, educate people
on the changes we are seeing with
our incoming dogs, and assure peo-
ple that the youngster they might
adopt will truly turn into that 40 mph
couch potato we know they can be...
it just might take a little extra time
and training to make that happen.

Greyhound’s Name/Family’s Name

Gracie (Apple) Albrecht

Tucker Arndorfer

Rice Baranczyk

Juneau Falk

Irene Fischer

Emma (Sally) Hickman

King Jenkins

Roxy (Penny) Kapugi

Carie Kessler

Camero Levia

Hammer Messina

Chile Ott

Joey Pallin

Dodge Peterson

Dio (Fire) Poulsen

Greycie (Bess) Rossetti

Tock (Bruiser) Russo

Wrigley (Thrilla) Seeburg

Slammer Shope

Louie Topel

Chevy (Chevelle) Wendt

Pass the Dip!
(these families
have chipped!)

Dusty Driftka

Sugar Halpin

Theresa Holden

Echo (Sandy) Schmidt

Tattoo Smith

Daytona Witte

BLESSING OF THE HOUNDS
by Rev. Jeffrey Best

11:00 a.m. 

GROUP ROO 
immediately following the blessing

BAG RAFFLES
12:00, 2:00 & 3:45 p.m.

Buy your tickets and drop them in
the bags in front of the gift pack

you’d like to win. The bag raflles are
awesome, just ask anyone.  You’ll

need to buy a lot of tickets!

FASHION SHOW at 12:45 p.m.
Come see our available hounds and

trend setting adopters in the new
fashions available fromGPA Retail.

LIVE AUCTION at 1:00 p.m.
Some of our most interesting and 
valuable items are up on the block

for the highest bidders! 

SILENT AUCTION
Closes at 3:00 p.m.

Keep your eye on these prizes and
be sure to out-bid your competition!  
**This year, we have a new feature
called the Winner’s Circle.  If there
is an item you really want, pay the

“buy it now” price and join the 
winner’s circle by ringing the bell!

BIG CASH RAFFLE - 3:30 p.m.
It’s not too late to purchase those
raffle tickets!  Top prize is $1000 -

now who wouldn’t want to win that!?
Ticket booth will be open up until

the time of the drawing.

NAIL TRIMMING
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. — $10 per dog
located in the SW  loading dock

MICROCHIPPING
12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. 

$10 per dog. Located in the SW
loading dock with nail trimming.

GREYHOUND GAMES 
& COSTUME CONTEST

Games throughout the day
Costume Contest @ 2:30 p.m.

Does your greyhound like to dress
up?  Enter your pup in the Costume

Contest!  Other contests include:
Longest Tail, Tallest/Shortest GH,
Godzilla Game, & Oldest Hound   

ADOPTION BOOTH
Stop in our adoption booth to see
those beautiful hounds waiting for

new homes.   Maybe its time to add
a dog?  Available hounds are noted

by their gold bandannas!

BLUE FUND BOOTH & BOARD
Get a beautiful fall or holiday 

bandana for your hound - just $2.
All proceeds go to our injured or

special medical needs hounds.  Our
board will feature hounds we were
able to help this last calendar year. 

CANINE MASSAGE THERAPY
Need a little relaxation during the

Gala hub-bub?  Treat your dog to a
5, 10 or 15 minute massage.They’ll
love it! Located in the NE confer-
ence room with pet photography.

PET PHOTOGRAPHY
Have you always wanted a profes-
sional looking photo of your grey-

hound?  Now is your chance!  
Buy a voucher at the raffle ticket

booth and sign up for a time slot to
put your pup in print! 

CLOCK YOUR DOG RADAR RUN
See how fast your hound is with an
official radar reading! Cost is $5 and
you’ll even get a certificate to frame!

RESALE SHOP
New this year is a special area

upstairs where you can purchase
gently used dog items that have

been donated to GPA-WI.  This is a
great place for bargain hunters!

Items offered in “as is” condition.

Please Note: We have in the past had a
good selection of sports tickets and
other large items in our Live Auction.
This year, bag raffle donations were
good, but the bigger items we offer on
Live Auction were lacking a smidge.  If
you have a larger item or tickets to a
sporting or theatre event that you would
be willing to donate, please contact Bob
at 262-284-4934. Thank you.

• Couch Potato Press • September 2009 • • Couch Potato Press • September 2009 • 

Bad Dog Frida
Barbara Karant
Best Dog Leash Caddies
Blue Fund Bandanas
ClayGreys
Clean/Break Cast Covers
Dogs & Their People 
Fast Jack
GateKeepers
Gold’s Gym
GPA-WI Retail
Gini’s Greyhound Fashions
Grey Oaks Photography
GreytKards by Kari
Canine Massage
Candy’s Collars
Midwest GH Adoption
Midnight Sun Beading
Petlicious Pet Bakery
Retired Greyhound Athletes
The Vintage Hound
The Artist’s Brush
Tina’s Jammies
Tisha Templin
Voyagers GH Apparel

1 5 T H  A N N U A L  GA L A  G R E Y H O U N D  GAT H E R I N G
Saturday, Sept. 26th • 10 a.m - 4 p.m.

•  •  L ist of Events & Activ it ies  •  •
Admission is free so you can spend money on fun stuff! Times & activities subject to change without notice.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Would you like to help out
at this year’s Gala?  Help
with set up or clean up?
Work in a booth?  We

could still use a few more
helpers on the day of the
Gala to make sure all the
shifts are covered.  If you
think you might be able to

work a one hour shift,
please call Ellen at 

262-284-4934 or email:
pauprint@sbcglobal.net
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

2009 VENDORS

ACCOMMODATIONS

With folks traveling quite a distance
to come to the Gala, here is some
information on where you can stay
overnight with your hound. Relax,
stay the whole day and enjoy the full
event without rushing home!  Or
come the night before, and get a
head start on Saturday by getting
there early!

Several families are staying at:

LAQUINTA in Brookfield on Friday
and Saturday night.  Phone number
for LaQuinta is  262-782-9100.

Couch Potatoes With New Homes • June - Sept 2009

CHEESE
DIP

Dont’ Forget!
1) Address Labels for Bag Raffles
2) Blanket or Bed for your hound
3) Treats or water for your hound
4) Cash, check or credit cards!



GPA-Wisconsin’s volunteers had a
busy summer.  From the Lake Walk
for Cancer in Oconomowoc in May,
to the Brat Barns in June in
LaCrosse, the Brewer’s Game in
Milwaukee in July, and the Golf
Outing in Madison in August, sum-
mer 2009 was packed with activities
and events to bring awareness to
greyhound adoption, educate the
public and raise funds for our organ-
ization.  Great job, everyone!  Here
are some highlights...

Mounds DogFest on June 14th is
always a highlight of the Madison
summer, and the Ball Bob brings in a
lot of dogs and cash for GPA-WI.

Kopp’s Custard Nights in
Milwaukee is a great way to enjoy
the taste of summer with friends,
and we always draw a lot of atten-
tion with the hounds.

Two special events that
took a great deal of

planning were the RuffinIt Resort
Paws with a Cause Dog Carnival,
and the Golfing for Greyhounds
Tournament.

Paws with a
Cause Dog
Carnival fea-
tured Pin the
Tail on the
G r e y h o u n d
and other
games, face
p a i n t i n g ,

cookout,  trick competition, practice
on the agility equipment, a silent
auction, and a lot of dogs and peo-
ple having a ton of fun. 

The Paws with a Cause event raised
over $1,000 for GPA-WI.  Special
thank you to Mike and Sarah
Gruenhagen who put in the time and
effort to make sure the event was  a
success, as well as RuffinIt Resort
for putting this event together.
Awesome job!

The first annual Golfing for
Greyhounds tournament was the
brain child of some folks who com-
bined their love of two things into
one fantastic event.  30+ golfers
rounded the course in support of
GPA-WI and over $4,000 was raised
as a result. 

Thank you to the hole sponsors who
contributed more than half of the 
collected proceeds.

Mounds Pet Food Warehouse
Sunny and Grace Kriewald
Joyce Wells for Shaggy Waiver
Julia Corwin and Marie Haller
Tali Greyhounds
Creative Insurance Planning Co., Ltd.
Hecht-Zibrowski Hounds
Travis Hasse's Original Apple Pie Liqueur
eflexgroup
Modern Woodman--Larry Marlette
Alesia Bock and Friends
Great Lakes Mortgage Corp
DKM Consultants
Capital Water Softener, Inc

A giant pat on the back and thank
you to Gar Zibrowski, Wendy Hecht,
Larry Sharp and Kay Kriewald for
doing a fabulous job of coordinating
and expediting.  We are all looking
forward to next year!

Summer Events Wrap Ups
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The Legacy & Memorial
of a Dog Named Tattoo

We have the sad duty to
inform you that the greyhound
named Tattoo who we so des-
perately tried to help has
passed away.  Though valiant
efforts were put forth by
everyone involved, Tattoo’s ill-
ness was too immense for
modern medicine. After
months of treatments and
tests, consultation with
experts around the country -
all to no avail - the difficult
decision to let him go and put an end
his suffering was made on July 20th. 

What Tattoo taught us in the months
we had him, is that even in the face
of pain and an uncertain future, its
important to enjoy the little things....
laying the grass, the comforts of a
squishy bed, the love of the people
around you. Though his life was
much too short, and nearly half of it

riddled with medical issues, Tattoo
still managed to give a tail wag and a
smile to those around him. He

touched the hearts of everyone he
met and will live in our memories forever.

To honor Tattoo, and in appreciation
for all that Dr. Couto and OSU did to
help him, the Gala will feature two
special auction items to benefit the
Ohio State University Greyhound
Program. The folks at OSU were the
absolute best partners we could
have asked for in the search for a

cure for Tattoo.  They sunk their
heart and soul into his care, and
picked up much of the costs while

Tattoo was at their facility.
Please consider bidding on
the items marked as a
fundraiser for OSU, and help
us show our support for their
greyhound program. Their
clinical studies and research
have undoubtedly benefited
all of our beloved greyhounds
in a general sense.  Our hope
is that with help and financial
contributions to  their program
their good work can continue.

A special thank you to all the members
of GPA-WI, Tattoo’s foster and adop-
tive family Amanda and Steve Smith,
Dr. Guillermo Couto, The OSU
Greyhound Program, Dr. Carla
Christman, Dr. Jenifer Barker, and the
UW-Madison Veterinary Hospital.

GPA Retail always has a good selec-
tion of products, including apparel
and logo merchandise.  This year is
no exception, and we are launching
our new line of “Athletic Wear” which
will feature yoga pants, unisex ath-
letic shorts, tank tops and more.
Check out the list below of our fan-
tastic offerings and make sure to
spend some dollars at our booth.
Support the group and show your
GPA-WI pride!

Here is some of what you’ll find:
• Gala Logo Tees

-  in short and long sleeve
• Organic Tees
• Ladies Fitted Tees
• Greyhound Volunteer Tees
• Cows, Cheese & Fast Dogs Tees
• Childrens Tees
• Hoodie Pullover Sweatshirts
• Zip front hoodie sweatshirts
• Fleece jackets
• Baseball caps
• Visors 
• 2Hounds Martingale Collars
• GPA-WI Logo Golf Balls
• Screaming Monkeys
• Squeaky Toys

• Travel Mugs
• Pint Brewery Glasses
• Reusable Water Bottles
• Reusable Shopping Bags
• Greyhound Notecards
• Premier collars
• Full Color Car Magnets
• Carabiner Clips
• Greyhound Tee shirts
• Greyhound Beanie Babies
• Limited Edition GPA Posters

We’d love nothing more than to sell
out of these items!  With your help,
maybe we can!  Shop til you drop.
And don’t forget...

We accept credit cards!

What will you find at the GPA RETAIL BOOTH?  Cool stuff, that’s what!

GP
A-WISCONSIN

R
unning Strong
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