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Upcoming Events

Great Lakes Pet Expo

Saturday, Feb 5, 2011
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

State Fair Park,  West Allis

www.petexpomilwaukee.com

Greyhound Bowling

Fundraiser

March 27, 2011
Towne & Country Lanes

Burlington, WI
More details to follow  Please

check on the website for updates.

Monthly Meet & Greets
Please check the website 

Calendar of Events for dates and
times.  If you are interested in 
volunteering at a M&G, please

email us through the website.

For more information on these

events, please visit our website 

at www.gpawisconsin.org

Couch Potato Press
is a quarterly publication of Greyhound Pets of  America-Wisconsin, a non-profit organization dedicated to placing ex-racing greyhounds in loving

homes as pets.  It is designed and edited by Ellen Paulus, and includes many contributors and volunteers.  Thank you to Paulus Printing LLC for
donating the printing of  this newsletter.  Please direct any correspondence, address changes or donations to:

GPA-Wisconsin, Post Office Box 2115, Madison, WI 53701-2115    or    visit our website at www.gpawisconsin.org

Nancy J. Schaff

W226 S5720 Woodside Ct.
Waukesha, WI 53189

262/548-3979
262/548-3982 (Fax)

Email: njschaff@wi.rr.com
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Well, another Gala has come and

gone but preparations for next

year’s event are all ready in

progress!  The Gala had a record

breaking year in 2010 - attendance

was higher, raffle sales were up, and

we had some of the most exciting

auction items in the 16 year history

of this fundraising event. The Gala

raised nearly $30,000 for the dogs.

Outstanding!  The success of the

Gala is due to the dedication and

support GPA-Wisconsin receives

from all of you.  On behalf of GPA-

WI and the greyhounds we serve,

THANK YOU!!

Gala Wrap Up

Ad Space Available!
Do you have a business to promote?  A service our members might be
interested in?  Or would you like to honor your Greyhound’s birthday or

gotcha day with a Happy Ad?  Well now you can!  To help defray the
cost of mailing the newsletter, we are offering ad space to our support-

ers.  Business card size ads can be purchased for $25 per issue.
Please contact the editor through the website for more information.

Thank you to our current sponsors!

Cover Dog Hammer

Hammer is a handsome 7yr old boy.
His family, Joe and Laura Ledesma,
were the lucky bag raffle winners of
having your hound featured as our

cover dog!  Congratulations to
Hammer and the Ledesma Family.

Help GPA-Wisconsin Raise Funds by using GoodSearch to locate things on the internet.  Go to:  www.good-
search.com - Type in Greyhound Pets of America Wisconsin as your charity.  For each search completed, GPA-
WI will receive approximately $0.01.  The more searches, the more money GPA-WI will receive!  Its that easy!

Chili’s Fundraiser

In the last issue of the newsletter, we

informed you of a program called

the Pepper Profit Partnership  which

featured 10% of sales being donated

to GPA-WI if you brought in a 

voucher when you ate at Chili’s in

the month of Nov/Dec.  We are

happy to report that you ate out a lot!

$369.10 was the final total of the

fundraising event which ended on

December 15.  The Chili’s manage-

ment said we visited almost every

Chili’s restaurant in the State! They

were impressed with the dedication

of our group, and are looking forward

to working with us again next year!

Great job everyone!!

As the year draws to a close,

there are some changes on the

horizon.  As of December 31, I

will be retiring from President of

GPA-Wisconsin, and passing the

torch to the next group of leaders

for our organization (more details

inside).  John Henninger will be

taking on the role of President,

and I know he’s going to do a

great job.  Our future looks bright, 

and we have much more work to

do.  Many greyhounds need us to

continue the mission and help

find loving homes for them.

Thank you for your support and

continued belief in greyhound

adoption and in GPA-Wisconsin.

I am so proud of what we’ve

accomplished, and can’t wait to

see what lies ahead.  Meet you

at the next GPA-WI event!

President’s Thank You



Couch Potatoes With New Homes  — October -December 2010
Dazzle Anderson

Brandi Bennett

Mia (Hermia) Bruyette

Brandi (Colleen) Coleman

Princess Allen-DeBoer

Chloe (Honey) Dupuis

Chase Falk

Bonnie Felsheim

Electra Fowler

Penny Freymiller

Patton Gonzalez

Clover Heller

Holly Hill

Roni Holst

Frisky Huebler

Hootie Jones

Rooster Kemp

Julie  Lemkuhl Pedersen

Midnight Pinkerton

Freya (Missy) Rogahn

Schoene Rea (Jan) Weber

Mickayla Wilson

Pass the Dip!  These 

families have chipped!

Abbey (Anna) Agnew

Blake Bindl

Jasper Christman

Shiver Genzel

Seamus (Manny) McKee

Duchess Strait

Charlot Witte

Nuts & Bolts
GPA-Wisconsin has

grown exponentially over the

years.  We cover a large territory,

and help hundreds of greyhounds

over the course of one calendar

year.  How does it all get done?

The Nuts & Bolts section of the

newsletter attempts to cover some

of the operational methods of our

organization.  If you have a ques-

tion about how something works,

please submit it to the newsletter

editor via the website and we’ll do

our best to provide answers in an

upcoming newsletter.

Leadership
The leadership of GPA-Wisconsin

consists of a Board of Directors,

Area Adoption Coordinators,

Events Coordinators, Foster Home

Coordinators and key volunteers

who handle duties in many capaci-

ties.  Our Board of Directors is

what we call a “working board”

meaning they are not only adviso-

ry, but also handle the bulk of day-

to-day operations for the group.

Board Members are nominated

and selected by the current Board,

based on the openings or needs of

the group. Volunteers who have

shown interest in taking on more

responsibility and have displayed

leadership capability are invited to

learn more about becoming a

Board Member.

Here is the list of the 2011 Board

of Directors, their area of opera-

tion, and the tasks they cover.

Danette Aberle - Madison

Events and Volunteer Coordinator,

Adoption Rep, Foster Home

Heather Brandenburg - Milwaukee

Adoption Coordinator, Events and

Volunteer Coordinator, Adoption Rep

Keith Brandenburg - Milwaukee

Treasurer, Adoption Rep

Sheryl Clouse - LaCrosse

Vice President, Adoption Coordinator,

Fundraising Coordinator, Events and

Volunteer Coordinator, GPA Retail

Manager, Adoption Rep, Foster Home  

Angie Felsheim - LaCrosse

Dog Intake Manager, Adoption Rep,

Foster Home  

John Henninger - Milwaukee

President, Kennel Manager, Adoption

Rep, Foster Home

Rich McVicar - Madison

Secretary, Adoption Coordinator,

Adoption Rep, Foster Home

If you would like to contact any

member of the Board and are

unsure how to do so, please call

the voicemail system at 414-299-

9473 and leave a message, or

email through the website at:

www.gpawisconsin.org

The following Board Members

have recently retired.  GPA-WI

would like to thank the following

individuals for their years of 

service and dedication;  

Cindy Dombrowski, Bob Paulus,

and Ellen Paulus.

Though the Board of Directors

forms the foundation for GPA-WI,

there are hundreds of other volun-

teers across the State that handle

various tasks.  Without their time

and dedication, the group could

not be successful.  Volunteers are

always needed.  Below are two

!    In Memory, October - December 2010 !

Talley Atwood

Walter Berman King

Mitzie Butte

Angel Hayes

Mai Tai Hinze

Gabe Hokaj

Sara Erickson

Cloudy Bay Meyer

Tyler Powers

Daisy Seebeck

Kifi Summerfield

Clancy Zell

These beloved greyhounds have recently passed over.  We’d like to honor them by publishing their names in our newsletter. Please let
us know if there is a hound who should be remembered. We hope the list is always short. We encourage friends and relatives to con-
sider a donation to GPA or the Blue Fund in their hound’s memory. Memorials are greatly appreciated and will be acknowledged with a
note to the family.

Please let us know if we have somehow missed the

name of a dog who should appear in this section

areas of operation that are critical

to the placement of our grey-

hounds in adoptive homes.

Please consider volunteering your

time to one of these areas.

Kennel Operations
When greyhounds come into our

program, their first stop is most

often the kennel - in particular,

Emerald Kennel, in Burlington, WI.

Emerald Kennel has been partner-

ing with GPA-WI and other adop-

tion groups and the racing industry

to provide shelter for greyhounds

who have recently retired, or are in

transition from one location to

another.  Dogs are brought to the

kennel either from their racing

owners, other adoption organiza-

tions, or volunteers who are willing

to assist with transport.  Upon

arriving at the kennel, the dogs are

assessed for overall health, their

paperwork and vaccination history

is reviewed and they receive an

intake deworming protocol as well

as flea and tick preventative.

Volunteers get a basic assessment

of their personality and ensure that

no initial medical treatment is

needed.  Generally, it takes a few

days for new dogs to settle into

the routine and get accustomed to

their new environment. By the time

the next kennel day rolls around,

volunteers will perform a second

personality assessment, test the

dogs for cat friendliness to see if

they might be a candidate for a

home with small animals.

On the first and third Saturday’s of

each month, we hold Kennel Day.

This is the scheduled time for vol-

unteers to interact with the dogs,

and for families approved for

adoption to come meet the avail-

able dogs.  Adults over 16 years of

age are welcome to volunteer at

the kennel to walk dogs, give dogs

baths or help with nail trimming,

etc.  If you are interested in volun-

teering in this capacity, please

contact our kennel staff by sending

an email through the website to

John Henninger or one of the

Kennel Manager Assistants, Chris

Straka or Sarah Harrison, for more

information.  All new volunteers

are given a brief overview of duties

and are paired up with an experi-

enced volunteer to acquaint you

with tasks that need completion.

Meet & Greets
GPA-WI hosts 20 Meet & Greets

each month across the State of

Wisconsin.  Our volunteers also

cover special events like pet expos

and other opportunities to promote

greyhound adoption and educate

the general public about retired

racing greyhounds as pets.  The

Calendar section of the website

lists all the upcoming Events.

When you volunteer for a Meet &

Greet or Event, you generally

bring your greyhound and join one

or two other volunteers in staffing

a booth in a public location to

answer general questions about

what greyhounds are like as pets.

Our Volunteer Coordinators will

match you up with an experienced

volunteer and provide training for

you prior to the Event so that you

know what your responsibilities

are, and what information you will

be highlighting.  Meet & Greets are

critical to promoting greyhound

adoption and exposing people to

the breed.  Our goal is to expand

Meet & Greet coverage to new

areas and additional locations to

boost adoption applications.

Hosting a booth at Events that are

not pet related is another great

way to tap into additional adopters

and resources.  If you have ideas

about Events or Meet & Greets, or

want to volunteer, please email our

Events Coordinators through the

website for more information.

Hammer


