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IN THIS
Online Newsletter 

You can read current and past editions of 
The Couch Potato Press online at www.
gpawisconsin.org/learn/newsletters.
If you’d like to receive an electronic copy 
instead of a paper copy, please let us know 
by emailing records@gpawisconsin.org.

Get Involved!

GPA-WI is looking for volunteers to staff 
meet-and-greet events across the state. 
These events are crucial in connecting 
greyhounds with potential adopters. 
Meet-and-greet events are typically held 
at pet supply stores for a few hours on 
either a Saturday or Sunday on a regularly 
scheduled day or days each month. Contact 
Jackie Blackburn (jaclyn.a.blackburn@

April is National Adopt-a-
Greyhound Month!

Watch and listen for GPA-WI in the 
media this month and share a greyt 

message of adoption!

Greyhound Painting
April 6, 2014   I   Wauwatosa

Lake Walk for Cancer
May 3, 2014  I   Oconomowoc

Make a Difference Monday
May 12, 2014   I   Quaker Steak and 

Lube New Berlin

Emerald Kennel Spa Day
June 7, 2014  I   Burlington

Mounds Dog Fest
June 8, 2014   I  Sun Prairie

HAWS Pet Fair
August 16, 2014   I  Menomonee 

Falls

6th Annual Golfing for 
Greyhounds

August 24, 2014   I  Door Creek Golf 
Course in Cottage Grove

20th Annual Greyhound 
Gala Gathering

October 18, 2014   I  Waukesha

upcoming

spring 2014

gmail.com) for more information! 

Contact GPA-WI

414-301-2599: to report a loose, 
lost or found greyhound.

414-299-9473: to discuss 
adoption, to volunteer, to donate 
and for all other messages.

records@gpawisconsin.org: to update 
your contact information or share 
the passing of a beloved hound.

Corrigendum: The February 2014 issue 
stated that Emily Talbert staffed the 
PetSmart-West meet and greet every 
month in 2013; it should have read 
that Talbert staffed the PetSmart-West 
meet and greet every other month.

More GPA-WI News

Every year, golf and greyhound enthusiasts 
gather for a fun-filled day to benefit the 
hounds. Golfing for Greyhounds is not only 
a blast, it’s also a very important fundraiser, 
with last year’s event bringing in over 
$9,500 for GPA-Wisconsin!

Golfers of all skill levels are invited to 
join us on Sunday, August 24 at the Door 
Creek Golf Course in Cottage Grove, 
WI. The format is a fast paced 4-person 
scramble with a contest and prize on 
every hole. There will also be a putting 
contest, silent auction, 50/50 cash raffle, 
GPA retail booth and raffle prizes. 

Registration starts at 7 a.m. with a shotgun 
start at 8 a.m. The $80 per person fee 
includes golf, cart, games, prizes and lunch. 
As a bonus, there will be some long-legged 
cheerleaders out on the course to greet you 
— in the form  of greyhounds, of course! 
Even if you’re not a golfer, there are still 
lots of ways to get involved. You can donate 
prizes or gift cards, sponsor a hole, recruit 
hole sponsors and golfers, or volunteer 
on the day of the event. So tee up for the 
Sixth Annual Golfing for Greyhounds 
event and score one for the hounds!

(Questions? Contact Shawn Winkler 
at swinkler0187@charter.net.)

  Mark Your Scorecard! 
  Sixth Annual Golfing for Greyhounds



The Gala became an annual event and 
moved to its current home at the Waukesha 
County Expo Center, a location easier to 
access for people from across Wisconsin. 
Attendance grew, and so did interest in 
greyhound adoption. For the first time, 
people living outside the immediate 
vicinity of one of Wisconsin’s five dog 
tracks were being introduced to the breed. 
As tracks in Wisconsin began to close in 
the early 2000s, GPA-WI used its expanded 
network to place even more dogs in homes 
across Wisconsin and the country. 

McCracken retired from GPA-WI in 2001 
to focus on her veterinary practice. She 
continued to work with the organization 
she founded, housing dogs and providing a 
portion of the veterinary services. GPA-WI 
began kenneling retired racers at Emerald 
Kennel in Burlington, its present home. 

Many of the early volunteers have moved 
on from GPA-WI, allowing new people 
the opportunity to contribute their talents 
and share their love of greyhounds. 
Thanks to their hard work, GPA-WI is 
thriving, with over 200 active volunteers 
who engage in education, fundraising, 
animal transport and care and more.

couchpotatopress  I  spring 2014    2

GPA-WI Birthday!

by Jackie Blackburn

In the late eighties, Dr. Rebecca 
McCracken practiced veterinary 

medicine on her farm near Sturtevant. 
Already interested in animal athletes, 
McCracken began treating racers from 
greyhound farms in other states and 
developed a reputation for specializing 
in the dogs. Before long, McCracken fell 
in love with the breed and began housing 
retired racers in a kennel at her veterinary 
facility while finding them adoptive homes. 
McCracken joined the national GPA and 
formed the Wisconsin chapter in 1989 
while continuing her veterinary practice. 
McCracken’s work expanded to treat racers 
in 1990, when Dairyland Greyhound 
Park opened in nearby Kenosha. 

Word of organized greyhound adoption 
began spreading. Thanks to the power 
of the Internet, adopters and prospective 
adopters began connecting through 
online groups; two who eventually met 
in person, Ellen Schneiderman and 
Katie Traxel, both adopted greyhounds 
through McCracken. The trio became 
friends, and Schneiderman and Traxel 
volunteered to help manage the 
expanding adoption program, which was 
facilitating about 20 adoptions annually. 

by Wendy Hecht, GPA-WI volunteer

The group developed and distributed 
the first Couch Potato Press to those 
who had adopted greyhounds through 
McCracken and began fundraising 
efforts. Schneiderman and Traxel saw that 
greyhound adoption groups outside of 
Wisconsin were hosting fundraising galas, 
so they decided to plan one for GPA-WI. 
The inaugural Gala Greyhound Gathering 
was held in 1994 at the Racine Kennel 
Club to raise money for and awareness 
of the group. Volunteers peppered local 
businesses for donated raffle items, 
chairs and tables were borrowed from 
just about everywhere and friends and 
family were recruited to staff the event. 
The event raised $1,000, hosted 100 
attendees and was considered a success. 

From 1994 on, interest grew, and so did 
the organization. GPA-WI worked with 
other smaller adoption groups in the 
state, eventually becoming the primary 
source for greyhound adoption outside 
of tracks. Board members were added, 
including some from outside southeastern 
Wisconsin. These volunteers helped 
maintain McCracken’s kennel, facilitated 
adoptions and conducted meet-and-greet 
events beyond the Racine-Kenosha area. 

This year marks the 25th anniversary of GPA-WI—twenty-five years of providing wagging tails, wet noses and 
snaggly smiles with loving homes in Wisconsin. Since its inception in 1989, GPA-WI has facilitated adoptions of 
thousands of retired racing greyhounds, either directly into homes in Wisconsin or in cooperation with adoption 
groups across the country. 
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What’s HappeningWhat’s Happening                 hounds
SEEKING SPECIAL HOMES
Our featured hounds are both “special needs” dogs who have been waiting awhile to find forever homes. 
They’ve been wonderful guests in their foster homes, but it’s high time they found families of their own!

SPECIAL What’s Happening

Meet Burrito Meet Toby
This burrito is more mild than hot. He’s a sweet, 
gentle boy who is listed as “special needs” because 
of his shy and tentative nature. He can be convinced 
that loud or sudden noises spell his doom so he’ll 
need a quieter home with a steady routine. 

His recovery from torn plantar 
ligament surgery has gone very well 
and he loves squeaky toys, belly 
rubs and being near his peeps. 
Burrito needs time to get to know 
people (especially men) before 
giving them his heart — but once 
he does, he’ll definitely be your 
BFF!

Toby’s tail gets plenty of 
exercise, what with all the 
wagging! He’s a friendly, 
people-loving guy and isn’t 
too proud to beg for a hug. 
Toby is four years old and 
has an autoimmune disorder 
called lupus, with the common symptom of scaly 
skin and loss of pigment in his nose. His condition is 
kept under control with daily medication. Toby knows 
that his ailment doesn’t define him and he hopes 
his “special someone” will know it, too. This happy, 
outgoing boy has a greyt deal of life and love to 
bestow on his adopter!

Freddy’s View from the Couch

Dear Freddy, 
My humans make so many tasty treats for 
themselves! Every day, they gather in the food 
room and create meals that smell heavenly. 
Every once in a while, they give me a little 
bit—some chicken here, a carrot there, you 
know. Lately I’ve been feeling the urge to 
help myself when no one’s looking. I feel so 
naughty, but it smells so good! Is there any 
reason I shouldn’t indulge my inner longings?
—Hungry in Hartland

Dear Hungry,
What you’re feeling is natural, but I must 
warn you: Human food is not always for 

dogs! Plenty of everyday foods are toxic 
to dogs, and you should absolutely not 
help yourself. Your humans should also 
refrain from habitually giving you scraps 
from the table and instead put very small 
amounts of healthy, safe treats, such as 
carrots and cooked chicken breast (NO 
bones or fat) in your bowl. In addition to 
being unsafe, human food is packed with 
fat and calories that are unhealthy for dogs. 

Here’s a list of items that are hazardous, 
even deadly, for dogs (compiled from 
the ASPCA, Humane Society of the 
United States and Animal Planet): 

Human foods that are safe, in 
moderation, include the following:

All treats should be cut into small pieces. 
Stop eating human food immediately if 
it causes stomach upset. Good luck, and 
thanks for writing!    
—Sincerely, Freddy

Green beans 
Carrot sticks 
Cucumber slices 
Zucchini slices 
Apple slices 
(without seeds) 
Cooked lean meats 
Baked potatoes (no 
unripe potatoes or 

potato plants) 
Bread (no raisin 
bread or raw bread 
dough) 
Unsalted pretzels 
Bananas 
Unsalted almonds 
Plain, cooked pasta 

Avocado
Apple seeds
Apricot pits
Bread dough (the 
yeast is toxic, 
like alcohol)
Cherry pits
Chocolate
Coffee
Ethanol (including 

ethyl alcohol, 
grain alcohol and 
drinking alcohol)
Grapes
Gum
Hops
Macadamia nuts
Moldy foods
Mushrooms
Mustard seeds

Onions and garlic
Peach pits
Raw potatoes or 
potato peels
Raisins
Raw meat
Rhubarb leaves
Salt

Tea
Tomato leaves and 
stems (green parts)
Walnuts
Xylitol (non-caloric 
sweetener used in 
sugar-free gum and 
baked products)
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GPA-WI Leadership
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What’s Happening

In memory of ...
Gracie Schneiderman

Rex Johnson

Signal Zukaitis

McGrady Paulus

Ruki Wodehouse-Muthupandiyan

Taz Hugo

Jog Smith

Inna Summer-Beebe

Turbo Synder-Davenport

Koosh Pray-Kim

Seeker Magalska

Epic Paque

Tami Michel

New adoptions
Joy Barger

Lucy Williams

Cooper Summer-Beebe

Commander Lochner

Lucy Lu Amundson

Sally Cords

Bella Welcher

Botch Toslek

Argus Kasten-Goehler

Izzie McVicar-Losenegger

Edge Woodside

Wahoo Hanson

Dugan Johnson

Indy Boeck

       Memorials
          & adoptions

Lauren has been volunteering for GPA-WI since 2010. She 
handles the layout and graphic design of the Couch Potato 
Press (CPP). Lauren’s background is in journalism, and she 
works full time for the Wisconsin REALTORS® Association 
in Madison, Wis., as the Editor of the trade group’s monthly 
publication, Wisconsin Real Estate Magazine. While she 
occasionally works with graphic design professionally, she 
enjoys working on the CPP layout as well as other graphic 
projects in her free time. 

Lauren hosts the monthly Janesville-area GPA-WI meet and greet, and also plans 
to add adoption coordination to her volunteer duties later in 2014. Lauren and 
her soon-to-be husband, Justin Hubbard, live in Janesville with their greyhound 
Bernie and their cat Kay.

Meet Your Newsletter Team!

Jackie serves as an editor and writer for the Couch Potato 
Press, working with other volunteers to develop story ideas 
into pieces for the newsletter. She began volunteering in this 
capacity in 2013. 

Her day job is as a copy editor for a small publishing 
company in Milwaukee that specializes in medical and risk 
information for travelers. Jackie and her husband, Matt, live 
in Milwaukee with greyhound Freddy, in Freddy’s house.

Terri has been volunteering with GPA-WI for over a year. 
She currently works as the Public Information Coordinator 
for the Humane Society of Jefferson County. She writes and 
publishes many of the shelter’s external materials, making 
her a perfect fit as an editor for the Couch Potato Press. She 
updates and maintains the shelter’s Facebook page and 
much of their website content. Terri also takes pictures of 
the adoptable pets and crafts their stories and descriptions 
for Petfinder.com. 

In addition to her duties with GPA-WI, she is also on the Board of Directors 
for Racer Placers, Inc., which rescues and finds loving homes for Standardbred 
horses who are retired from racing (or can no longer race for other reasons). 
Terri and her husband, Mark, also serve as a foster home for Racer Placers, Inc., 
keeping several adoptable horses on their property. She shares her home with her 
greyhound Poe, Squeegee the pug, and cats Truman, Fidgie and Tinker.

Jackie Blackburn   LEAD WRITER AND EDITOR

Terri Presper  EDITOR

Lauren Bizorik   GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Let us know! 

Want to write an article for the 
newsletter? Have article ideas 
or newsletter feedback? 

Email Jackie Blackburn at:
jaclyn.a.blackburn@gmail.com



Danette’s furry family includes her 
greyhounds Montana and Nadal and her 
18-year-old cat, Bailey.

Heather Hunt
Thank you!
Heather began 
volunteering with GPA 
in November 2002 by 
attending a monthly 
Meet and Greet in Brookfield with her 
hound Diana. Over time, she took on 
more responsibilities by becoming the 
Events Coordinator for Milwaukee, 
joining the board, doing home visits, 
coordinating gala bag raffles 
and taking over as Adoption 
Coordinator when Tonia 
Powers retired. She has helped 
many dogs find their forever 
homes, including too many 
special hounds to name just a 
few. Although she has retired 
from the board, Heather
remains active with GPA-
WI by fostering, helping as 
an Adoption Representative, 
assisting with donation 
coordination and attending 
events with her greys Diana and 
Annie.

Kay Fleming 
Welcome!
Please welcome Kay as our 
new Milwaukee Area Events 
and Volunteer Coordinator. 
She lives in Hubertus and 
is the proud mama of her 
greyhound Brandy. Kay is 
a bit camera shy (hence no 
picture!) but she is eager to 
begin her new duties for GPA-
WI. If you have any questions 

about volunteering or events, please 
email Kay at kfleming4897@live.com 
and she will be happy to help you! 

Chris Straka 
Welcome!
Please join us in 
welcoming Chris as 
our newest board 
member. Chris has 
served GPA-WI for 
four years and is 
currently our Dog 
Intake Coordinator and Kennel Manager.
   He works hard to ensure the health and
                 safety of our hounds and helps 
             us bring in dogs from multiple 
 states. Welcome aboard, Chris!
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GPA-WI Leadership

There’s a Change. in the Air ...

John Henninger 
Thank you!
John is a long-time 
volunteer and friend 
of GPA-WI. He has 
held the positions 
of Kennel Manager, Greyhound 
Gala Vendor Coordinator and, most 
importantly, President of the Board of 
Directors. He joined the board in 2010 
and served diligently for four years, 
ensuring that hundreds of greyhounds 
found their forever homes. While he 
may be retired from the board, you will 
still find John helping with retail at our 
three major fundraisers (Gala, Golfing 
for Greyhounds and Pins 4 Paws.) 
He also looks forward to continuing 
to attend kennel days at Emerald. 
When not spending time with his GPA 
family, John plans to work on the home 
to-do list that has built up during his 
time on the board. He is the proud 
parent of greyhounds Erin and Walker.

Danette Aberle
Thank you!
Danette has been 
with GPA since 2003 
and began serving 
as the Madison Area 
Events Coordinator after her election to 
the board in 2007. Danette will retire on 
May 1. She has placed many greyhounds 
in their forever homes over the years and 
plans to keep on fostering, attending meet 
and greets and doing home visits while 
continuing her duties as an Adoption 
Representative. Looking back, Danette 
remembers when there was just a “rag tag” 
team doing meet and greets at PetSmart 
East in Madison — and only when they 
could throw one together. “Oh, how 
the group has expanded!” she says. 

The GPA-WI Board of Directors extends its sincere thanks to three greyt and dedicated board members who 
recently retired. Without them, this organization wouldn’t be what it is today! We’d also like to give a warm 
welcome to our newest board member as well as our new Milwaukee Area Events and Volunteer Coordinator.

Meet Your Newsletter Team!

YOU MUST PRESENT THIS AD!
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Nutrition News

Some years ago, I asked my veterinarian about feeding a raw diet to one of my greyhounds with digestive 
issues. He quickly told me never to feed a raw diet as there were too many concerns about illness caused 
by salmonella and E. coli. On a subsequent visit to the same clinic shortly after that, another vet with 
greyhound experience asked me if I had considered feeding a raw diet. She explained that raw meat was 
one component of a racer’s diet and encouraged me to research commercially prepared raw diets. 

Since then, raw foods have been a daily part of my greyhounds’ meals with good results. The following is a 
brief introduction to raw feeding, concentrating on commercially prepared frozen products as these contain 
an appropriately balanced meal and are the easiest to use.  

Fresh Facts on Raw Food           

may benefit from food with a single 
protein source, fewer ingredients and less 
processing. A raw diet may aid in weight 
loss or weight gain as the quality of the 
protein is high and species appropriate. A 
raw food should not depend on vegetables 
and grains to reach appropriate protein 
levels. A meat based diet is important in 
maintaining good muscle mass especially 
as the dog ages. Unlike kibble diets, raw 
foods will not stick to teeth and contain 
natural enzymes to support dental health.

What about the safety of feeding 
raw diets?

The concern with bacteria present in raw 
food is the same for any food we handle 
and feed to our greyhounds. There are 
many strains of bacteria in the digestive 
tract of our dogs (and our own!). The key 
factor to maintaining a healthy gut and 
a healthy dog is to keep an appropriate 
balance of both healthy and undesirable 
bacteria. A healthy dog’s digestive tract 
is capable of handling Salmonella and 
other types of bacteria in some amounts. 

Recent dog food recalls have included 
dry kibble containing Salmonella. In 
some cases, the recall has not been due 
to ill dogs, but rather to concern about 
the humans handling the food. It is easy 

to grab a handful of our greyhound’s 
dry food and not think of immediately 
washing our hands. We would not think 
of handling the chicken we are about to 
cook for dinner and then grab a snack 
without washing our hands and any dishes 
the food may have touched. Think of your 
dog’s food and dishes in the same way.  

Use the same safe food handling practices 
and wash your greyhound’s bowl after 
every meal whether you feed raw, canned 
or kibble. There may be times when raw 
food is not the best choice. If your dog 
has a disease which compromises his 
immune system or is on a medication 
which limits the immune functions such 
as steroids, or if a human in the household 
has similar health concerns, a cooked diet 
may be a better choice. (Home-cooked 
diets will be the subject of a future article.)  
Reputable brands of commercially 
prepared raw food hold to high standards 
with some putting their foods through 
a Hydrostatic High Pressure process 
(HHP) to eliminate potential pathogens.

How do I start to feed raw food?  

Do some homework to familiarize 
yourself with the raw brands available in 
your area. Introduce any new food slowly. 
Current thoughts on transitioning and 

What makes up the raw diet?

The components in a balanced raw 
diet may include muscle meat, organ 
meat, ground bone (or other calcium 
source), vegetables, fruits, vitamins and 
minerals. Most companies will base their 
formulas on a prey model. This means 
that a critter your greyhound would 
hunt and eat in the backyard consists 
of mostly muscle followed by organs 
and bones. Any plant material would be 
what has been partially digested by the 
prey animal. The vegetables and fruits 
used in a raw diet will be finely ground 
to be better digested by your dog. Many 
brands will complete their formula by 
adding vitamins while others will meet 
those needs with only fresh ingredients.

Why would I choose to feed the 
raw diet?

My dog had digestive concerns 
accompanied by the familiar “greyhound 
gas.” It took months to find a dry food 
that he could tolerate. Then the company 
changed the formula and we were back 
to searching for another food. Raw food 
can be easier to digest than processed 
foods. It contains natural enzymes which 
are lacking in processed products. Dogs 
with allergies and food intolerances 

by Kathleen Folz, GPA-WI volunteer
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by Kathleen Folz, GPA-WI volunteer feeding kibble and raw lean toward feeding 
them at separate meals. To transition, offer 
a tiny bit of thawed raw food as a snack 
at a time other than meal time. Gradually 
increase the amount of raw offered while 
decreasing the current food and move 
the raw feeding closer to the desired 
mealtime. Adding probiotics and digestive 
enzymes can help smooth the transition.

Isn’t raw food expensive?  

The cost of feeding a raw diet will depend 
on a few factors. The type of meat and 
other ingredients will be one factor.  
Chicken is usually the least expensive, 
followed by beef and turkey.  Meats such 
as lamb, venison and bison will be more 
expensive.  Convenience is another factor. 
Thawing and portioning a 10 lb. tube will 
be time consuming but may save money 
over more convenient patties or nuggets. 
A brief comparison looked at four brands 
of high quality dry foods and five brands 
of frozen raw foods. All foods were beef/
red meat formulas. The dry foods range 
from $2.48 to $3.32 per pound. The raw 
foods range from $2.79 to $4.99 per 
pound.  Proponents of raw foods point 
out that the health benefits may save 
money in future vet bills.  If you are 
concerned about the expense but 
want to feed some raw foods, you may 
consider supplementing by feeding 
raw one of two meals each day or at 
least a meal or two each week.

To learn more about feeding a 
species appropriate raw diet to your 
greyhound, look online for integrative 
veterinarians such as Dr. Karen 
Becker and Dr. Barbara Royal. Both 
veterinarians have published books and 
have information available online.   

Greyhound lovers had a ball on March 9 
at the Fourth Annual Pins 4 Paws event. 
Ninety-eight people enjoyed a “striking” 
good time at Towne and Country Lanes 
in Burlington with bowling, prizes, 
auction items and lunch. Eighty-eight 
attendees making up 16 teams bowled 
their hearts out for the hounds, and by 
the time the last pin dropped, over $5,000 
had been raised for GPA-Wisconsin!
Our sincere thanks to the businesses that 
donated auction items (see list to the 
right) and to everyone who organized, 
volunteered at, or participated in the 
event. Fundraisers like this help pay 
the bills—and we all know that in 
the rescue biz, there are bills aplenty! 
GPA-WI supporters always come 
through for the hounds, so two paws 
up and a giant “Roo” to you all! 

Event Recap: Fourth Annual Pins 4 Paws

Auction items generously 
donated by: 

Bark n Scratch Outpost, 
Milwaukee

Cytosport – Brian Mueller

Fast Friends Greyhound 
Adoption, Sarasota, FL

Fresh is Best

Natura

Nature’s Select Pet Products, 
Lake Barrington, IL

Pedal’rs Inn Bed and 
Breakfast, Wales, WI

Widmer’s Cheese Cellars, 
Theresa, WI

The Jewelry Center, 
Greenfield, WI

Napoli Restaurant, 
Burlington, WI

Zuke’s

      Thank You

GPA-WI Events
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