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Hello again, GPA-WI family…

Summer is finally here! The 
hounds adore the warmer 
weather following the frigid 
winter. In GPA-WI world, 
summer means golfing…

for greyhounds! Golfing for 
Greyhounds will be held Sunday, 
August 24 at Door Creek Golf Course 
in Cottage Grove. While this is a major 
fundraiser for GPA-WI, it’s also major 
fun! We’re looking for volunteers – the 
more the merrier! We have lots of areas 
to operate, like a silent auction, retail 
booth and more. Volunteer hounds and 
their humans are also welcome for an 
hour or so at a time to visit the holes. 

Golfers don’t have to be highly skilled 
to play, and there are tons of prizes 
to win, including a 50/50 raffle that’s 

been worth more than $2,000 in past 
events. We’ll have putting challenges 
and contests for each hole, so there are 
lots of chances to win. If you’d rather not 
swing a club, we are accepting donations 
for auction items, like gift cards, snacks 
and other prizes (not necessarily dog-
related). Holes can also be sponsored 
in exchange for a financial gift. 

If you’re interested in golfing, contact 
Wendy or Gar by August 18 at 608-658-
2071 or wendylovesgreyhounds@gmail.
com. Those interested in volunteering 
should also contact Wendy or Gar as 
soon as possible. Thank you for all of 
your help spreading the word about 
greyhound adoption throughout the 
year. We hope to see you on the links!

Kim Good
Acting President, GPA-WI

THEPresident’s Message

HAWS Pet Fair
August 16  I  Menomonee Falls

6th Annual Golfing for 
Greyhounds

August 24  I  Door Creek Golf 
Course, Cottage Grove

Coldstone Creamery Gathering
September 3  I  Delafield

GPA-WI Cookout
September 14  I  Token Creek Park, 

DeForest 

GPA-WI Brewers Outing
September 6  I  Milwaukee 

Kopp’s Gathering
September 9  I  Glendale

Kopp’s Gathering
September 18  I  Greenfield

Yo Mama Gathering
September 22  I  Wauwatosa

Kopp’s Gathering
October 2  I  Brookfield

20th Annual Greyhound 
Gala Gathering

October 18  I  Waukesha

Join us on Sunday, August 24 at Door 
Creek Golf Course in Cottage Grove. 
Registration and the putting contest start 
at 7 am, and golfing starts at 8 am. 

We’ll have prizes, fun and greyhounds! 
Come on out for a greyt time!

Not a golfer? Volunteer! We could use 

humans and a few hounds throughout  
the day. 

To register or volunteer, contact 
Wendy or Gar at 608-658-2071 or 
wendylovesgreyhounds@gmail.com.  
Registration must be in by August 18.

See you there!

Golfing for Greyhounds is Coming!
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Annual Greyhound Gala

GPA-WI’s 20th Annual Greyhound Gala 
is fast approaching! Be sure to clear your 
calendars for the big day on Saturday, 
October 18, from 10 am to 4 pm. We 

are accepting donations of resale, live 
and silent auction items and bag raffle 
items at this time, as well as signing up 
volunteers! Items may be dropped off 
at Golfing for Greyhounds on August 
24 or given directly to any GPA-WI 
board member. Stay tuned tfor other 
upcoming drop-off dates and locations!
Raffle tickets will also be mailed within the 
next few weeks. Please consider purchasing 

one, two or twenty and getting your friends 
to do the same. The hounds thank you! 
Money and tickets can be turned in to any 
board member at GPA-WI events leading 
up to Gala, as well as the day of the event. 
Tickets will also be for sale onsite at Gala.

To volunteer, contact Stephanie Vierling at 
tomandstephie@gmail.com.  See you there! 

Calling Gala Donations

Every year, we are fortunate to receive 
a wide range of fabulous items from 
generous donors. These donations make it 
possible for our bag raffle and auctions to 
be so thrilling and successful. We accept 
donations of all kinds (they do not have to 
be dog-related) such as merchandise, gift 
baskets, gift certificates and/or cash, which 
may be used to help fund Gala or any of 
the other fundraising events GPA-WI has 
throughout the year. Please join us for one 
of our donation drop-off/social events 

Grab Your Calendar!

(listed in the events calendar) or contact 
Heather Hunt, Donations Coordinator, at 
414-817-2301 or mkegreyhoundmom@
gmail.com to coordinate your donation. 
The greyhounds would be extremely 
grateful, and so would we!

Annual GPA-WI Brewers Outing

Join us at Miller Park on 
Saturday, September 6, 
for the annual GPA-WI 
Brewers Outing! 

Tickets are $25 each, and a portion 
of the proceeds benefits GPA-WI. 
Game time is 6:10, versus the National 
Leauge Central Division rival St. 
Louis Cardinals. Seats are limited. 

Contact Keith Brandenburg at 
kbrandenburg1@wi.rr.com for 
tickets and information.

‘your charity donation is just genius!’”

In total, the couple raised $3,380: $1,400 for 
Harvesters and $1,980 for GPA-WI.

“These numbers are just great — so much 
better than a new toaster,” said Justin. 

Interested in creating your own charity 
registry to celebrate a special event in your 
life? Contact GPA-WI at 414-299-9473 
today!

A Greyt Wedding Gift
Newlyweds Seek GPA-WI Donations in Lieu of Gifts

Bernie took 
part in Lauren 
and Justin’s 
engagement 
photos.

Janesville, Wis., residents and Bernie the 
greyhound’s parents, Lauren Bizorik and 
Justin Hubbard, joined hands in marriage 
on April 26 in their hometown of Kansas 
City, Mo. Their wedding included several 
of the typical wedding components: a 
church ceremony, a limo ride, a four-
tiered wedding cake. But their wedding 
gift registry was quite unique: The 

couple asked guests to make charitable 
donations in lieu of wedding gifts.

The couple requested donations in their 
honor to one of two charities: Greyhound 
Pets of America-WI or Harvesters—The 
Community Food Network in Kansas 
City. “We wanted to give guests more than 
one option, so we were able to collect 
donations for a human charity and our 
favorite animal charity,” said Justin. 

Several wedding guests raved about 
the idea. “Mike, one of my mom’s 
cousins, was the first person to 
approach Justin and I to talk to us 
at the reception,” said Lauren. “And 
the first thing out of his mouth was, 
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Hi There! My name is Miley, but you can 
call me by my race name, My Fifty. I’m 
currently seeking my forever couch — I 
mean, home. Do you think we might have a 
love connection? I hope so! 

I’m 1 ½ years old, I’m a girl (of course!) and 
I weigh 65 pounds.My foster mom says I’m 
playful, but gentle. (I do try!) She also says 
I’m very smart and easygoing. I love being 
around my people, and I’m really good 
at sharing my toys with my furry foster 
siblings. I’m even good at playing with the 
miniature version of me (my foster family’s 
Italian greyhound), which means I’m small-
dog (and cat) friendly. 

I have an injury that is being nursed back 

to health, a broken hock that we all thought 
would heal on its own (even the vet said 
so). We just learned that I will probably 
need surgery,  but I should be as good 
as new! I’m really cute and available for 
adoption! Want to know more about me? 
If so, contact Chris Straka at cstraka11@
hotmail.com.

                    hound
MY FIFTY MILEY
FEATURED

Dear Freddy, 
Last week, I took myself for a stroll around 
the block…for a few days. I didn’t really 
mean to be gone that long, but humans kept 
running at me whenever I stopped to sniff. 
When they’d get close, I’d freak out and take 

Freddy’s View from the Couch

to safely capture it versus pushing it 
toward hazards, such as busy roads.
Blow a squaker IF the path between 
the squaker and greyhound is safe.

GPA-WI can deploy a live trap in the 
event a greyhound’s general location is 
known, but the animal evades capture. 
This is a safe cage, essentially, that 
searchers bait with something from 
the missing greyhound’s home.

In the event of a lost greyhound, contact 
GPA-WI’s lost greyhound line anytime, 
day or night, at 414-301-2599. It’s much 
easier to assemble and then cancel 
volunteers if a dog comes home quickly 
than to lose precious early minutes waiting 
to be sure the missing animal is truly lost.
—Sincerely, Freddy

off. Why did they keep scaring me like that 
when all I wanted to do was rest? I’m home 
now, but I would have been home a lot 
sooner if they would have left me alone.
—Sincerely, Lost (but now found) in Lomira

Dear Lost,
I’m glad you’re safe! Humans absolutely 
hate it when we take it upon ourselves 
to explore the world. When we do, they 
search all over – they’re terrified that they’ll 
never see us again! Still, humans should 
follow these steps when encountering 
a greyhound they believe to be lost:
Never, ever chase or run up to a presumably 
lost greyhound. Instead, make low 
comforting sounds and offer treats, if 
you have them, to gently lure the dog 
close enough to calmly attach a leash.

Search with a group of people, if 
possible, and coordinate movement. 
By slowly closing in on the lost 
greyhound, searchers are more likely 



GPA-WI Leadership

providing frequent potty breaks due to 
side effects from the medication and 
making regular visits to WVRC for 
monitoring. After many trips back to 
WVRC, Windy was finally diagnosed 
with an underlying autoimmune disorder 
called acquired thrombocytopenia, which 
causes a dangerously low blood platelet 
count. All the while, Windy adjusted to 
life in a home under Heather’s patient 
guidance. She learned how to play 
nice with kitties, that she could NOT 
use the rug for a toilet, that dead birds 
are neither treats nor toys, and most 
importantly, that retirement is greyt!

Before long, Windy’s health progressed 
to the point that she no longer needed 
to be in a foster home and was ready 
for a forever family. Gar and I dog-sat 
for Windy to see if she might fit with 
our aging pack, and she was perfect. 

Our hearts were 
still healing from 
saying goodbye to 
our Zippy some 
months before, but 
we hoped that, just 
maybe, having a 
very young dog in 
our home would 
bring us more 
smiles and help 
our old pack stay 
active and alert. 

They say that love finds you when you 
aren’t even looking for it and that is just 
what happened. Windy was, and is, love in 
the form of a little black greyhound. She 
needed us as much as we needed her, and 
after her final check-up at WVRC on July 
30, 2013, we brought her home for good. 
She has had a few challenges just like any 
puppy, but is such a happy and fun little 
girl and we are thrilled to have her in our 
family. She will need monitoring to ensure 
her platelet disorder remains in remission. 
If it does not she will need treatment 
again, but Windy stands a good chance of 
enjoying a healthy and happy retirement.

GPA-WI is the real champion of this 
story. Volunteers noticed the severity 
of Windy’s illness and made sure she 
received the finest medical care. They 
also provided a safe, loving, long-term 
foster home and taught her how to 
retire in style. With Windy’s expenses 
totaling more than $6,800, donations to 
GPA-WI’s Blue Fund ensured that she 
received care for as long as she needed. 

Thank you, GPA-WI, for trusting us 
to take Windy home for good. We 
could not be happier! On behalf of 
Windy and all the other dogs who 
benefit from the Blue Fund, we urge 
everyone to consider donating so 
more dogs can have the wonderful 
outcome that our Windy has had!

Windy (FA Windy) landed in GPA-WI’s 
adoption program in February 2013, and 
luckily so. The two-year-old girl with the 
spunky ears came from Alabama on a 
haul of ex-racers. Soon after her arrival, 
GPA-WI volunteers Therese MacMillan 
and Michele Johnson noticed that Windy 
was very lethargic and that her gums 
were pale. They quickly loaded her into 
the car and made a harrowing trip to the 
Wisconsin Veterinary Referral Center 
(WVRC) in Waukesha for an assessment.

Windy was stabilized at WVRC and 
tested for a number of illnesses. She 
weighed a meager 39 pounds, and test 
results revealed that she had a tick-borne 
disease called ehrlichia. Her care was 
shifted to GPA-WI foster parent and 
volunteer Heather Hunt. Heather nursed 
Windy for several months, administering 
medication, feeding frequent small meals, 

Blue Fund Success Story

It Takes a Village: Windy’s “Tail” by Wendy Hecht, GPA-WI volunteer
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Aspen Macklox

Hammer Danz

Duke Barger

Connie Fortkamp

Cheif Muehr

Ginger Dowe

Rocket Forsythe

LuLu LeBaron

Diana Hunt

Adin Doehr

Ref Doers

Dean Ostrenga

Izzy Reilly

Luke Cutler

Pringle Koch

Maya Spencer-Andrew

Brocc Agnew

Scooby Powers

Kiki Johnson

Sam MacMillan

Penny Michalets

Zoey Bennett-Coveney

Spike Michels

Bailey Zukaitis

Denise McVicar-Losenegger

Lang Ostrenga

Rick Amundson

Condor Burch

Fritz Pulizzoano-Hood

Lilly Nickel

Grimm Baker-Wauson

Edie Feavel

Stacey Heimsch

Duke Anderson

Clarence Reilly

Schitzo Chase

Maddy Smoko

Mishka La Rock

Bo Serafin

Dollar Oinoen

Violet Hagopian

Oz Schulkers

Ebony Johnson

Nala Loker

Kobe Hunt

Lulu Ann Block

Clooney Presper

Apache Synder-Davenport

Alma Smith

KC Haig

Cindy Jarvensivu-Terpstra

Liana Winkler-O’Donahue

Sunny Eckhardt

       Memorials & adoptions
     

Fun in the Sun, Greyhound Style
Greyhounds and GPA-WI volunteers have been busy this summer! See 
them out and about across Wisconsin in the photos below.

In memory of ... New adoptions
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Nutrition News

Holistic Cooking for your Greyhound   

and can avoid ingredients commonly 
found in commercially prepared diets. 
Some allergies are eliminated by simply 
switching to less-processed food.

Irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) and 
inflammatory bowel disease (IBD)

Digestive tract issues may be brought 
on by poor foods, parasites, stress and 
food intolerances, among other causes. 
Both IBS and IBD are chronic conditions 
that can be controlled through home-
prepared diets that carefully follow 
the guidelines and recipes provided by 
your holistic/integrative veterinarian.

Cancer

The benefits of the home-prepared 
diet can be both preventative and 
supportive. You can choose recipes 
very low in carbohydrates (carbs 
encourage cancer growth) and high in 
quality protein to maintain health.

Kidney disease

Traditional veterinary medicine has 
taught that at the first stages of kidney 
disease, the protein level must be lowered 
so the kidneys are not stressed. Holistic/
integrative veterinarians now encourage 
raising the quality of protein fed, by 
using human-grade fresh meats in a 
home-prepared meal. Quality protein 
is vital to maintaining muscle strength, 
and, when used in a home-prepared 
diet under your holistic/integrative 
veterinarian’s guidance, can help maintain 
kidney function and overall health.

More information on the components 
of a home-prepared diet coming in the 
next issue of The Couch Potato Press.

We know that fresh, whole foods are 
healthier for us than processed and 
convenience foods; the same is true for 
our dogs. Home-prepared meals allow 
us to use fresher meats from our butcher 
or trusted meat source, fresh produce 
and carefully chosen additions and 
supplements needed for a balanced diet.

While a properly balanced home-
prepared diet helps our greyhounds 
thrive and stay healthy, some of us have 
dogs with medical issues. A home-
prepared diet can improve the foundation 
of health to alleviate or successfully 
manage chronic diseases. A few of 
these conditions are explained briefly.

Allergies

Dry, itchy skin, chronic ear infections 
and extreme licking can be signs your 
dog may have an allergy to certain 
food ingredients. When you prepare 
your dog’s food, you control the recipe 

by Kathleen Folz

Some of you may be thinking that home-prepared foods for your 
greyhound is an extravagant idea. We barely have enough time to feed 
ourselves, right? There are plenty of options for dry, canned, freeze-
dried and frozen foods. Some greyhounds do fine on a rotation of high 
quality commercial food, but there are good reasons to consider a home-
prepared diet for your greyhound. I have included some home prepared 
meals for my greyhounds over the years, and I interviewed Ellen Paulus, 
who has done a great deal of home cooking for her greyhounds. In the 
first part of this article, I’ll suggest some reasons you may consider home 
preparation for your greys.
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call; we and your hound will glad you did.

GPA-Wisconsin’s Loose, Lost and Found 
(LLF) team contributes directly to the 
work of seeing greyhounds spend their 
retirements in good homes -- and we can 
always use more help. Volunteers take 
the initial call, organize and coordinate 
with authorities and fellow volunteers, 
respond to search or flyer, house and 

transport supplies, or even move or 
house a dog waiting for its owner to 
be located. Anyone able to help with 
these tasks is urged to contact us via 
the website, or follow a special forum 
area to be notified when a dog is lost.

Check us out at gpawisconsin.org/LLF, 
or follow the link in the upper-right 
corner of the GPA-WI homepage.

A handy prevention checklist is provided 
in our adoption folders, and available to 
anyone on the webpage listed at the end of 
this article. Safety education might begin 
with a prospective adopter’s research, is 
certainly majored on by our great adoption 
reps, and then hopefully reinforced by 
good example and a friendly word when 
we see a risk that needs correcting.

The opposite side of the prevention 
checklist lists steps to take if a greyhound 
gets away. Please contact us right away 
at 414-301-2599. Many escapes can be 
measured in minutes (that seem like days), 
but we can’t predict which dogs will be out 
an hour, week, month or more. We hope 
past callers would agree that we focus on 
safely getting the dog home – not lecturing 
the caller or owner.  So don’t hesitate to 

Greyhounds Live Here ...
Keep the Gate Closed!

Many of us have similar words on our gates or doors, literally signs of careful sighthound owners.  But what 
else can we do to prevent escapes? What if something happens despite all our caution? And how can we 
help the hounds and each other?

by Rich McVicar

GPA-WI has a Loose, Lost or Found 
Greyhound Hotline. For information 
about what to do or who to contact, visit 
www.gpawisconsin.org/llf/ and save 
this phone number for future use so it’s 
readily available when you need it! 
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Business card size ads can be purchased for $25 per 
issue and help defray the cost of mailing the newsletter.

Please contact the editor through the website for more 
information. Thank you to our current sponsors!  

Remember to tell them you saw their ad here!

Ad Space Available!
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The Couch Potato Press goes 
to all GPA-WI adopters and 
others who wish to be on our 
mailing list. Please inform us of 
any changes or updates to your 
name, address, email addresses 
or phone numbers. Cell or other 
phone numbers are helpful 
when tracking down the owner 
of a found greyhound, so please 
share any and all numbers that 
might aid us in that situation. 

You can also let us know about 
the passing of a beloved hound so 
we may remember him or her in 
the newsletters and in our records. 
Send all information updates to: 
records@gpawisconsin.org. 


