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THE

IN THIS

upcoming

winter 2015

THE

Adopt-a-Greyhound Month
April (all month)

Camp Bow Wow
April 18 I  Waukesha

Pet Wellness Expo
April 18 I  Elkhorn

Healthy Pet Heartworm and 
Vaccination Clinic

April 25 I  Healthy Pet Vet Clinic, 
Madison

Quaker Steak Make-a-Difference 
Monday

May (TBD)  I  New Berlin

Lake Walk for Cancer
May 2  I  Oconomowoc

Puppy Up
May 3  I  Madison & Fitchburg

7th Annual Golfing for 
Greyhounds

July 26  I  Door Creek Golf Course, 
Cottage Grove

21st Annual Greyhound 
Gala Gathering

October 17  I  Waukesha 

Visit www.gpawisconsin.org/events 

As 2015 begins, GPA-WI is in tremendous 
spirits, and not just because the weather is 
warmer than it was at this time last year. 
Our volunteers are doing tremendous 
work on all fronts, from working at the 
kennel on kennel days to sharing the 
message of greyhound adoption at events 
to handling the logistics of running things. 
Simply put: Our volunteers are everything. 

Adoption applications spike at noticeable 
times—after we present our pups at 
Meet-and-Greet events and at expos; and 
when dogs’ creatively written biographies 
and stunning photos are posted to the 
website and Facebook. There’s plenty 
of evidence that our meet-and-greet 
volunteers and other event staff are 
getting the word out far and wide. 

Our volunteer adoption reps put on the 
miles working with families on initial 
placements and troubleshooting problems, 
and also working with “chipper” families 
who, once they start, can’t stop at just one 
greyhound. (Really, why would you?)
Our foster families open their hearts 
and their homes, teaching recent 
retirees the ins and outs of life after 
racing and prepping them for their 
forever families. Without these homes, 
dogs who have been picked by families 
can’t start move through through the 

adoption process. We’ve seen a very 
welcome uptick in the number of 
available foster families, which is helping 
us place dogs and keep pace with the 
increased interest in greyhound adoption 
generated by our other volunteers.

Dogs are being safely transported all 
over the state. Our annual fundraising 
events, Pins for Paws, the Gala, and 
Golfing for Greyhounds, go on smoothly 
year after year. Retail orders and 
donations continue to arrive. Vetting 
and records are being coordinated. The 
website and other behind-the-scenes 
logistics keep humming. Plans for the 
next dog haul are already in the works. 
New volunteers are joining the team.

To highlight the good, wonderful things 
our volunteers do, we are introducing a 
volunteer spotlight in the Couch Potato 
Press. Our mission is twofold: to brag 
about our volunteers and thank them for 
their efforts, as well as invite others who 
want to volunteer but don’t know how.

If you’re interested in learning more about 
ways you can help, please contact Kay 
Fleming at kfleming4897@live.com. 

Thank you all for your support of 
greyhound adoption in Wisconsin.

Volunteers “Run” GPA-WI
by Rich McVicar, GPA-WI Secretary
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GPA-WI Volunteer Spotlight: 
Gail Katzman and Chase

Dear Freddy, 
This winter hasn’t been a bad one, at all, 
but my human insists on cladding my paws 
in boots whenever I’m outside. I retaliate by 
shaking them off and chewing on them, of 

Freddy’s View from the Couch: Winter Boots

boots are a matter of opinion—some 
dogs will tolerate them, and some dogs 
won’t. Dogs who wear boots should 
wear ones that fit well, without rubbing. 
Dogs who refuse should have their 
humans dip their paws in warm (not 
hot) water after being outside, especially 
after walking on pavement that has 
been treated with ice melt. Shoes or 
not, it’s important to remember that 
no dog is meant to stay out in frigid 
weather.
—Sincerely, Freddy

course, but she is dogged and straps them 
right back on. Other dogs I know have 
their paws smeared in wax, called Musher’s 
Secret, or even go barefoot (though they 
look awfully cold). Should humans bother 
with covering our paws in winter?
—Sincerely, Frosty in Fitchburg

Dear Frosty,
My humans have colleted all kinds of 
dog boots for me, from rubber, swim-
cap-type ones to expensive nylon ones 
that Velcro across my ankles. We even 
have the Musher’s stuff. To be honest, 

What do you enjoy most about 
Meet-and-Greet events?

I enjoy educating people about these 
gentle dogs and meeting and sharing 
stories with other people who have 
greyhounds.

What do you enjoy least?

The donation box has sparse 
contributions. It can be disappointing to 
not come away with a dollar, but that’s 
not the purpose of Meet and Greets.

Would you recommend volunteering 
at Meet and Greets to other greyhound 
lovers?

Absolutely! There are misconceptions 
about the breed, such as needing a lot of 
exercise and a large fenced-in yard. It’s a 
great venue to meet the general public.

What would you tell potential volunteers 
about how Meet and Greets benefit 
GPA-WI and its adoptable dogs?

The exposure is very important. Many 
people have told me they haven’t seen a 
greyhound up close.

What can GPA-WI do to support 
its Meet-and-Greet volunteers?

An experienced volunteer helped me get 
started by joining me at the Kenosha store. 
GPA-WI should let potential volunteers 
know that they will be accompanied 
by a seasoned volunteer until they are 
comfortable doing it on their own.

Do you have questions about becoming 
a Meet-and-Greet volunteer?  
Email Kay Fleming at Kfleming4897@
live.com to learn how you and 
your dog can help spread the word 
about greyhound adoption!

Gail’s vet thought Chase’s credentials as a Canine Good Citizen, 
therapy dog and “attention hound” made him a good candidate for 
Meet and Greets. For the last nine months, Gail and Chase have 
spent two hours a month at the PetSmart store in Kenosha, promoting 
greyhounds as pets. 

We asked Gail to answer a few questions about how Meet and Greets help GPA-WI.
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Did you know that foster homes are one of 
the most important aspects of GPA-WI? 
Most of the adoptable dogs we place come 
straight from the race track environment, 
and foster homes teach them the skills 
they need in retirement. Interest in 
greyhound adoption in Wisconsin has 
exploded within the past few weeks, so 
we’re recruiting some more foster families!

Fostering may seem daunting, but it’s 
actually pretty straightforward. Your job 
is to love a greyhound like crazy—easy 
enough, right? Families who are curious 
to know what life is like with an extra dog 
but aren’t ready to commit to adoption 
are great candidates for fostering. Our 
short-term foster placements (less than 
two weeks) for newly adopted dogs are 
great for people who can take a dog for a 
short amount of time but may be unable 
to do so long-term. Your reward is guiding 
a retired racing greyhound into retirement 
and helping it blossom.

In addition to the short-term program 
for adopted dogs, our foster homes are 

also called upon to house dogs that are 
returned to the program for various 
reasons (e.g., human lifestyle changes, 
socialization issues). These placements 
can be longer than two weeks, depending 
on the situation. We also have families 
who provide foster care for dogs with 
special medical conditions. Dogs that are 
recuperating from broken legs, serious 
illness, or other injuries are patched up 
and placed in foster care while they heal, 
becoming eligible for adoption when 
they’re 100% ready. This type of fostering 
is a little more in depth, as it can require 
multiple visits to a vet. 

Another foster scenario is for dogs who 
“time out” from the GPA-WI kennel in 
Burlington. Dogs who are not adopted 
within a month must be moved to 
foster homes. These dogs are similar to 
the pre-adopted dogs in the sense they 
need to learn everything about home 
living, but they don’t yet have a specific 
destination. Adoption reps may be in 
contact with prospects, and home visits 
may be involved. If possible, we try to get 

these guys and gals to the kennel on our 
kennel days in order to promote their 
greyt qualities and find them a forever 
home. This type of foster could be two 
weeks or two months; ideally, however, 
we try to get them adopted within two to 
three weeks.

What’s Happening

Great Lakes Pet Expo Wrap

On January 31, GPA-WI participated in 
the Great Lakes Pet Expo at Wisconsin 
State Fair Park in Milwaukee. More 
than eleven thousand attendees 
explored the various booths and 

seminars. Our volunteers and their 
hounds staffed the booth and answered 
questions about greyhound adoption. 
They did a greyt job, judging by the 
FOUR adoption applications GPA-
WI received the day of the Expo!

Electronic CPP

You can read current and past 
editions of the Couch Potato Press 
on our website at http://www.
gpawisconsin.org/learn/newsletters/. 
If you’d like to receive an electronic 
copy instead of paper via mail, 

More GPA-WI information

please let us know by writing to 
records@gpawisconsin.org.

Contact GPA-Wisconsin

• 414-301-2599 to report a loose, 
lost or found greyhound

• 414-299-9473 to discuss 
adoption, to volunteer, to donate, 
and for all other messages

• records@gpawisconsin.org to update 
your contact information or share 
the passing of a beloved hound

Calling All Foster Families!

If you aren’t able to take a dog 
in your home, we also need 
volunteers to help transport dogs 
from place to place, such as from 
the kennel to a foster home. 

To learn more about how you 
can help with GPA-WI’s foster 
program, contact Melissa at 
foster@gpawisconsin.org. Thanks 
to all of our wonderful volunteers 
for spreading the message of 
greyhound adoption near and 
far, and to our foster families for 
getting these greyt pets ready for 
their happily-ever-after stories!

More Information



It’s OK to Ask by Jackie Blackburn

Albert Chapiewsky

Bentley Churchill

Sage Coburn-Ralston 

Emma Crofts 

Corky Cunningham-Gohr 

Molly Crackers Folz 

Chrome Geiser-Angelos 

Patrick Gollberg 

Bingo Green

Sammy Guss 

Chase Haller 

Star Hempler 

Rusty Kammerer 

Bunsen Kosidowski 

Maya May-Kozuk 

Stormy Meyer

Tipper Morton-Rooney 

Quaker Paulus 

Simon Robitaille

Steffi Rosien

Bones Schweiss

Fallon Smith

BB Vieregge

Bootsie Virock

Nation Anderson 

Rainy Andorfer 

Coco Aristigueta-Merkhofer

Axel Barron-Johnson 

Monty Barton-Voss 

Chloe Baux 

Csaba Baux

Vinnie Cagle 

Harriet Clark-Hoff 

Hector Fiala 

Lebron Frechette-Davidson

Samboya Gilbertson 

Tim Gollberg 

Wash Gruenhagen 

Abby Haber

Berta Heim

Rocket Hermanson-Kramer 

Nixon Hulick 

Raanney Hunt 

Maisy Kania

Gilly Koenig 

Blue Laurent

Terrific McNeil-Kravat 

Toy Meyer

Duke Murphy 

Millie Norz 

Zephyr Owens

Memphis Pozza 

Owen Reeder 

Zoar Schmidt-Konetzke 

Talisman Sheehan 

Boss Shockey

Elmo Sill 

Case Stahlke

Matt Stratte-Plasman

Gilles Tidey 

Super Thomack-Jenkins

Toby Ward-Sitty

Super Winkler-O’Donahue

       Memorials & adoptions
     

In memory of ... New adoptions

Health Talk
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Toby was a GPA-WI Blue Fund hound 
with mysterious, seemingly unresolvable 
medical issues. Several veterinarians 
were consulted, and several plans of 
action were developed and discarded. 

Toby’s condition, discoid lupus, has 
finally been successfully diagnosed and 
is being treated, thanks in large part to 
the GPA-WI volunteers who sought 
multiple medical opinions throughout 
the process, questioning what they 
learned and advocating for Toby.

Throughout the process, the GPA-
WI foster homes and veterainarian 
liasions communicated with the vets 
and with each other, discussing the 
recommendations. If anything didn’t 

make sense or seemed irrelgular, the 
liasions communicated directly with the 
vets. In one instance, a painful diagnostic 
test called a punch biopsy was ordered 
for a second time, in an effort to clarify 
Toby’s lupus diagnosis. After discussing 
further with the vets and learning that 
there would likely be little, if any benefit 
to a second test, GPA-WI declined to 
have it administered. Instead, Toby was 
treated as if he had discoid lupus, and 
his condition dramatically improved.

Toby’s experience is a poignant reminder 
that it’s OK for people to question the 
veterinary advice they receive for their 
pets; indeed, if they don’t, who will? For 
those who want to do their research before 
speaking directly to their doggy doctors, 

vetted information is often available on 
many veterinarians’ websites, and some 
even have in-house educational libraries. 

The Ohio State University 
Veterinary Medical Clinic is also 
a great resource, especially for 
greyhound-specific information 
(http://vet.osu.edu/vmc/ghwp).

If you have a funny feeling about a 
recommendation from your veterinarian 
or feel unclear, don’y feel bad—speak 
up! Get a second, third, fourth, 
or whatever number of opinions 
necessary to feel confident that your 
dog’s diagnosis is the right one.
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Event Wrap-ups

GPA-WI Events

Greyt big thanks to Chili’s for supporting our mission 
through its Pepper Partner Program! Between November 1 
and December 31, 2014, 15% of purchases were donated 
to GPA-WI when diners 
presented a special 
voucher. Two paws up 
to Chili’s, and all you 
hungry hound lovers, 
for raising $539.86!

The 5th Annual Pins 4 Paws event was held on Sunday, 
February 8 in Burlington. Nearly 90 bowlers  spent a chilly 
winter afternoon in the cozy confines of Towne and Country 
Lanes, enjoying bowling, a silent auction, 50/50 raffle, lunch, 
and loads of fun. This year’s event raised $4,849.17, plus $870 
for the GPA-Daytona hauler that broke down in December 2014. 
Thanks to everyone who participated!

Chili’s Recap

Pins 4 Paws Wrap



GPA-Wisconsin
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The Couch Potato Press goes 
to all GPA-WI adopters and 
others who wish to be on our 
mailing list. Please inform us of 
any changes or updates to your 
name, address, email addresses 
or phone numbers. Cell or other 
phone numbers are helpful 
when tracking down the owner 
of a found greyhound, so please 
share any and all numbers that 
might aid us in that situation. 

You can also let us know about 
the passing of a beloved hound so 
we may remember him or her in 
the newsletters and in our records. 
Send all information updates to: 
records@gpawisconsin.org. 


