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THE

IN THIS

upcoming

summer 2015

THE
Golfing for Greyhounds
July 26  I  Cottage Grove

Harley Dog Days of Summer
August 8  I  Oconomowoc

HAWS Pet Fair
August 15  I  Menomonee Falls 

GPA-WI Brewers Outing
August 29  I  Milwaukee 

Volunteer Thank-You Picnic
TBD

Winnebago Pet Expo
October 3  I  Oshkosh

20th Annual Greyhound 
Gala Gathering

October 17  I  Waukesha

Come on out for the seventh-annual 
Golfing for Greyhounds golf scramble 
on Sunday, July 26, at Door Creek 
Golf Course in Cottage Grove. 

This year’s event is a month earlier 
than usual, in an attempt to gain some 
separation from the Gala Greyhound 
Gathering in October. Golfers of all 
skill levels are welcome, from novice 
to advanced. Door Creek Golf Course 
welcomes greyhounds throughout the 
grounds, and we would love to have as 
many greyhounds and their people as 
possible. Don’t worry—we’ll let you golf, 
even if you don’t have a greyhound.

Golfing for Greyhounds is a fun day, 
designed to do two things: educate people 
about the wonderful greyhound breed and 
raise funds for GPA-WI and greyhound 
adoption. Activities are planned for golfers 
and non-golfers alike, with a 50/50 raffle, 
silent auction, GPA-WI retail booth, and 
other fun. Don’t forget—you don’t have 

to be present to win the raffle, so do feel 
free to buy some tickets ahead of time 
if you can’t attend! We also welcome 
volunteers to help with the various aspects 
of the event, including the selling of raffle 
tickets. This is a great event for first-time 
volunteers, too—no experience required! 

Hole sponsorships are available to promote 
businesses, families, or causes. We greatly 
appreciate donations of gift cards, cash, 
and silent auction baskets/items. 

Please consider joining us for 
this seventh year of Golfing for 
Greyhounds. Contact Wendy Hecht 
(wendylovesgreyhounds@gmail.com) or 
Shawn Winkler (swinkler0187@gmail.
com) with any questions you have! 

Let’s raise lots of money for greyhound 
adoption and have a wonderful time 
promoting the wonderful greyhound 
retirement program with GPA-Wisconsin!

Golfing for Greyhounds Coming Up!
July 26, 2015     7:00 a.m.     Door Creek Golf Course, Cottage Grove. .
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Now Accepting Gala Donations and Volunteers 
It’s never too early to start thinking about 
Gala! Every year, we are fortunate to 
receive a wide range of  fabulous items 
from generous donors. These donations 
make it possible for our bag raffle and 
auctions to be so thrilling and successful. 
We accept donations of all kinds (they 
do not have to be dog-related) such as 
merchandise, gift baskets, gift certificates 
and/or cash, which may be used to help 
fund Gala or any of the other fundraising 
events GPA-WI has throughout the year. 
Please plan to join us for one of our 

donation drop-off/social events or contact 
Heather Hunt, Donations Coordinator, 
at 414-817-2301 or mkegreyhoundmom@
gmail.com to coordinate your donation. 
The greyhounds would be extremely 
grateful, and so would we!

Would you like to be the first to see the 
raffle items for this year’s Gala? We are 
looking for people to help organize, put 
together and name the bag raffles from 
the items we get donated. Please contact 
Heather Hunt, Donations Coordinator, 

GPA-WI LeadershipGPA-WI Events

Albert Chapiewsky
Athena Laskey
BB Vieregge
Bentley Churchill 
Bingo Green
Bones Schweiss
Bootsie Virock
Brian Knoll
Bunsen Kosidowski
Camero Levia
Candy Daffinson
Carley Schulkers
Casey Siver
Chase Haller
Corky Cunningham-Gohr
Dolly Fortkamp 
Emma Crofts 
Ernie Glazer
Fallon Smith
Georgia Jerue 
Grace Toussaint
Honey Becker
Izzy Zukaitis

Jack Wagon Koop-Ladewig 
Lester Schulkers
Lilly Fisher 
Maya May-Kozuk
Missy Dube
Molly Crackers Folz 
Patrick Gollberg
Quaker Paulus
Rusty Kammerer 
Sage Coburn-Ralston
Sammy Guss
Selfie Carr
Simon Robitaille 
Spinner Resan
Star Hempler
Steffi Rosien
Stormy Meyer
Tamale Chronister-Fearing
Tipper Morton-Rooney
Tootsie Serafin
Twister Millard
Warp Schilling

Amelia Schenck
Amy Peterson
Anya Romonouski
Archer Holden
Bandit Walters
Banker Nulph
Beatrice Evans
Browning Sherry-O’Brien
Buddy Kammerer
Caesar Paulus
Callie Lockwood-Halverson
Casey Morton-Rooney
Coupe Fisher
Cyclone Pagel-Callaway
Daisy Neubauer
Delilah Griffin 
Desmond Helzer-Cacciaglia
Elway Kolberg-Jumes
Franklin Marquardt
Gear Hernadon
Gemma Boeck
Gemma Grooters
Gibbs Magalska

Ginger Musholt
Izzy Beaman
Jackson Guss
Jennifer Becker
JLo Marks
Kepler Ross-Eikamp
Lightfoot Coburn-Ralston
Lisa Morrisey
Lorenzo Walters
Millie Wesley
Nita Stolte-Cook
Penny Thompson
Pilot Rosien
Samwise Hartman
Sandy Ryan
Sandy Werner-Rogall
Sliver Farrey
Sparkle Krueger
Spud Churchill
Supressor Bacik
Ziggy Schulkers

Memorials 
& adoptions    

In memory of ... New adoptions

GPA-Wisconsin thanks the awesome group of foster families that first welcomed one or 
more of this edition’s New Adoptions into their homes! Andrew, Angelos-Geiser, Bachman, 
Block, Cartter, Chase, Forman-Spitzer, Fortkamp, Green, Haney, Hecht-Zibrowski, 
Heimsch, Hunt, Kempken, King-Driscoll, Kosidowski, Lemke, May-Kozuk, Milbauer, 
Patton, Peterson, Schmoller, Schultz, Smoko, Vierck and Weaver.

at 414-817-2301 or mkegreyhoundmom@
gmail.com if you are A creative side is not 
necessary, but we need your help to make 
the bag raffles and auctions a success!

Dropoff dates, times and locations:
8/29: GPA Brewers outing
9/12: 12-2pm Oconomowoc Meet & Greet
9/16: 6:30-8pm Brookfield Kopp’s
9/24: 6:30-8pm Southridge Kopp’s
9/27: 6:30-8pm Bayshore Kopp’s
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GPA-WI Leadership

two weeks following disease onset, even 
if they aren’t showing symptoms. In 
addition, the virus will live outside of 
the infected dog for up to 48 hours, so 
it’s a good idea to thoroughly wash with 
soapy water hands, clothing, toys, and 
any other items that come into contact 
with other dogs during this outbreak. 

If you have multiple dogs in the house, 
it’s important to isolate infected dogs 
from healthy ones as soon as symptoms 
become apparent. Wash hands with soap 
and water after handling each animal to 
prevent the spread of disease, and consult 
your veterinarian as quickly as possible.

While there is a vaccine against dog 
flu, it is designed to protect against 
the H3N8 virus, not against the H3N2 
virus; however, the H3N8 virus is still 
circulating, so vaccination doesn’t hurt. 
As always, we recommend discussing this 
and all health concerns about your hound 
with your veterinarian. In general, dog 
flu is treated in much the same way in 
dogs as humans: rest, good nutrition and 
supplements to boost immunity, fluids 
for hydration, and medication to treat 
any secondary infections. With a little 
forethought, dog flu is quite treatable.

Canine influenza (also known as dog 
flu) is a contagious respiratory disease in 
dogs caused by specific influenza viruses, 
called canine influenza viruses. No human 
infections with canine influenza have ever 
been reported. There are two different dog 
flu viruses: one is an H3N8 virus and the 
other is an H3N2 virus. The H3N2 virus is 
thought to be the source of the headline-
making outbreak in the Chicago area.

The canine H3N8 virus first appeared in 
dogs—specifically, greyhounds—in 2004, 
after adapting to spread from horses. 
Dogs housed in kennels and shelters are 
at greatest risk of contracting the H3N8 
virus, though any dog is at risk. The canine 
H3N2 virus, the source of the current 
outbreak, first appeared in dogs in South 
Korea in 2007. Scientists believe that this 
virus evolved from an avian influenza 
(bird flu) virus. Cats as well as dogs can 
be infected by this virus, which was first 
detected in the United States in April 2015.

The signs of dog flu are cough, runny 
nose, lethargy, loss of appetite, difficulty 
breathing, and fever, but not all infected 
dogs will show signs of illness. The severity 
of illness associated with dog flu can range 
from no signs to severe illness resulting in 
pneumonia and sometimes death, though 
the percentage of deaths is very small. 

Dog flu can spread to other dogs through 
sneezing and coughing, contact with 
contaminated objects, and by moving 
contaminated objects between infected 
and uninfected dogs. Dogs that are 
coughing or showing other signs of 
respiratory disease should be isolated, 
with a veterinarian contacted immediately. 
Infected dogs can shed virus for up to 

Health Talk

Dog Flu: An Overview
by Jackie Blackburn
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What’s Happening
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Fun in the Sun, Greyhound Style
GPA-WI’s hounds and humans have had a great summer so far! If you 
have a fun picture of video, post them to the GPA-WI Facebook page!

Freddy’s View from the Couch
appear to be ill, she may still be carrying 
the flu and can pass it you. Any dog is 
susceptible, even those who have been 
vaccinated (the vaccine doesn’t include 
the strain of flu that’s causing the Chicago-
area outbreak). Until the outbreak passes, 
it may not be a bad idea to postpone 
mixed-dog activities. If you must be 
kenneled or attend doggy day-care, 
you should receive the dog flu vaccine, 
anyway—it will protect you against a 
certain strain of dog flu that’s always 
circulating, which lessens the likelihood of 
transmitting at least that strain to others. 
In the meantime, use your extra time to 
send Rosie’s mom a thank-you card. 
—Sincerely, Freddy

Dear Freddy, 
Weeks and weeks ago, my mom scheduled 
a play date with Rosie, my dear Dalmatian 
friend in the Chicago area, for this weekend. 
Now, Rosie’s mom is CANCELING! Can 
you believe it? The nerve! And she’s citing 
some ridiculous flu that she claims is going 
around. Should I remove Rosie from my 
Christmas card list?
—Sincerely, Chagrined in Crandon

Dear Chagrined,
It would be quite rude to snub a two-
legger who is only trying to protect you. 
The dog flu she cites as an excuse can 
be easily spread between dogs, and even 
to the family cat. Even if Rosie doesn’t 

Photo credit: Steve Schiferl



GPA-Wisconsin
Post Office Box 2115
Madison, WI 53701-2115

Business card size ads can be purchased for $25 per 
issue and help defray the cost of mailing the newsletter.

Please contact the editor through the website for more 
information. Thank you to our current sponsors!  

Remember to tell them you saw their ad here!

Ad Space Available!
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The Couch Potato Press is a 
quarterly publication of Greyhound 
Pets of America-Wisconsin, a 
non-profit organization dedicated 
to placing ex-racing greyhounds 
in loving homes as pets. Please 
direct any correspondence, 
address changes or donations to: 

GPA-Wisconsin  P.O. Box 2115 
Madison, WI  53701
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The Couch Potato Press goes 
to all GPA-WI adopters and 
others who wish to be on our 
mailing list. Please inform us of 
any changes or updates to your 
name, address, email addresses 
or phone numbers. Cell or other 
phone numbers are helpful 
when tracking down the owner 
of a found greyhound, so please 
share any and all numbers that 
might aid us in that situation. 

You can also let us know about 
the passing of a beloved hound so 
we may remember him or her in 
the newsletters and in our records. 
Send all information updates to: 
records@gpawisconsin.org. 


