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THE

IN THIS

upcoming

fall 2015

THE Volunteer Thank-you Picnic
TBD

Gala Donation Item Drop-offs
September 12: 12-2 p.m., 

Oconomowoc Meet and Greet

September 16: 6:30-8 p.m., 
Brookfield Kopp’s

September 24: 6:30-8 p.m., 
Southridge Kopp’s

September 27: 6:30-8 p.m., 
Bayshore Kopp’s

September 30: 6-7 p.m., Greyhound 
Walk at Voyager Park, DePere

Winnebego Pet Expo
October 3  I  Oshkosh

21st Annual Gala Greyhound 
Gathering

October 17  I  Waukesha 

It’s Time for Gala!
The wait is nearly over—GPA-WI’s 
21st Annual Greyhound Gala is mere 
weeks away! Be sure to join hundreds 
of other greyhounds and greyhound 
lovers on Saturday, October 17, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Waukesha 
County Expo Center in Waukesha.

Gala is a fantastic day for ‘hounds and 
humans alike. The event kicks off with 
a group roo, which is a sound like no 
other. Throughout the day, attendees 
with and without tails participate in 
games, shopping, a silent auction and a 
fashion show, as well as socialize with 
other like-minded greyhound folk. 

Don’t have a greyhound yet? Come 
on out! Adoptable dogs will be on 
hand for meeting and greeting—not to 
mention to distribute test snuggles—
and adoption representatives will 
be available to answer questions. 

Don’t forget—GPA-WI is able to accept 
most major credit cards for our retail 
items, raffle tickets and silent and live 
auction items! What better way to rack 
up those rewards points than on stylish 
new GPA-WI gear and super auction 
prizes? We accept Visa, Mastercard, 
Discover and American Express.

We are accepting donations of resale, live 
and silent auction items and bag raffle 
items at this time, as well as signing up 
volunteers! Items may be dropped off at 
upcoming GPA-WI gatherings or given 

directly to any GPA-WI board member.

New this year, we are adding Memory 
Baskets to our Silent Auction! 
Making a Memory Basket is your 
opportunity to share your loving 
memories of a very special ‘hound 
with everyone attending the Gala. 

This is a touching way to share a 
greyhound that has been a part of your 
life with other ‘hound lovers. What 
would you say about your heart 
greyhound? How would you tell others 
about how that greyhound changed 
your life and how much you loved him 
or her? Jot down some notes. Find a 
greyt photo. Put a basket together that 
represents your greyhound. The Memory 
Basket can be anything you want it to 
be. Please include a short biography 
of your extraordinary greyhound and 
don’t forget to include a photo! You 
can also create a Memory Basket in 
memory of a ‘hound lover in your life.

Enclosed are raffle tickets. Please 
consider purchasing one, two or twenty 
and getting your friends to do the same. 
The hounds thank you! Money and 
tickets can be turned in to any board 
member at GPA-WI events leading up 
to Gala, as well as the day of the event. 
Tickets will also be for sale onsite at 
Gala—don’t forget to bring your address 
labels to save time and hand cramps!

We will be using VolunteerSpot to 

October 17, 2015   •   10 a.m. – 4 p.m.   •   Waukesha County Expo Center, 1000 Northview Rd., Waukesha

sign up volunteers. VolunteerSpot is an 
online portal that allows organizations 
and their volunteers to easily connect 
with each other. Be sure to check our 
website, www.gpawisconsin.org, and our 
Facebook page for information on how 
to access the Gala sign-up website.

We can’t wait to see everyone 
on October 17!
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GPA-WI Leadership

        GALA 

Scheduled Events
11:00 a.m. ..........................Blessing of the hounds

11:10 a.m. ..............................................Group Roo! 

11:30 a.m. .......................................Fashion Show

12:00 p.m. ....................First set of bag raffles ends

1:05 p.m. .............................................Live Auction 

2:00 p.m. ..............Second set of bag raffles ends

2:30 p.m. .....Costume contest and contest winners

3:00 p.m. ..........................................Silent Auction,
                         Memory Baskets Auction ends

3:30 p.m. ........Big Cash raffle winner accounced

3:45 p.m. .....Third and final set of bag raffles ends

Everything

All-day Activities
GPA-WI Foster Home/Meet-and-Greet Booth: 
Located in the upstairs mezzanine, meet some 
‘hounds and ask volunteers your greyhound 
adoption questions.

Blue Fund Bandanas: Raising funds to assist 
medical or special needs dogs.

Radar Run: Clock your dog’s running speed! 
(Weather permitting)

Food Vendor

Greyhound Games: Runs 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
Prizes awarded to dogs with the longest tail, 
the tallest hound, the shortest hound, the oldest 
greyhound, and more.

Nail Trims and Teeth Brushing: Located at the 
back loading dock. $10/dog.  

What’s happening at the GPA-WI event of the year!

Long Neck Deco

Pet Diffuser Pendants

Candy’s Collars

Lady Eos

Crown Collars

Crazy Collars and More

Garden Greyhounds

Madison David Photography

Greyt Glass

Midwest Greyhound Adoption

Petlicious Dog Bakery

Voyager K-9 Apparel

Gala Vendors

GPA-WI Events

October 17, 2015   •   10 a.m. – 4 p.m.   •   Waukesha County Expo Center, 1000 Northview Rd., Waukesha
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GPA-WI Events

The Seventh Annual Golfing for Greyhounds was a 
huge success! The 89 golfers enjoyed beautiful weather 
at Door Creek Golf Course while they golfed and played 
other fun games. Twenty-one people and businesses 

sponsored golf holes, and dozens of volunteers brought their beautiful greyhounds out to 
serve as breed ambassadors and adoption advocates. After golf, lunch was served in the 
clubhouse, and many donated prizes were awarded, silent auction items bid on, and GPA 
retail items were purchased. All told, this year’s Golfing for Greyhounds raised $8,200 
for GPA-WI’s mission of rehoming retired racing greyhounds. Thank you to everyone 
who gave their time, talents, and donations to make this a really fun and successful day!

Golfing for Greyhounds Raises Funds, Awareness

Cash and In-kind Donors
• Joyce Wells
• Paul White
• Paulus Printing
• Gladys Smith
• Madison David Photography
• Zimbrick European
• Lynelle and Paul Reak
• Malt House — Bill Rogers

Silent Auction/Prize Donors
• Ale Asylum Brewery
• Malt House — Bill Rogers
• Salon Rue Cler — H. Jennings
• Woodman’s Markets
• TASC
• Steve Schiferl
• Stephanie Vierling
• Kay Fleming
• Clay Mehnert
• Glass Nickel Pizza
• Travis Hasse
• Captain’s Walk Winery
• Cheryl Millard
• Tricor

• Wendy Hecht & Gar Zibrowski
• Von Rutenberg Ventures
• Steve Schmitt — The Shoe Box
• The Voyagers Jewelry Design
• Menards
• Central Bark Doggie Daycare
• Willey Street Co-op
• S. Winkler & M. O’Donahue
• Texas Roadhouse
• Candy’s Collars — Mary Koenig
• Michele Johnson
• Capital Brewery
• Kneaded Relief
• HyVee Food Stores
• Alexa Butzbaugh
• Massage Envy
• R. McVicar / L. Losenegger
• Rick & Jeanie Meier
• Katie & Mike Plae
• Carrie & Mat Nehls
• Julie & Mark Nickel
• Jessie Clark
• Debby Brannon
• Potosi Brewing Company
• Paul & Kathy Harrison

      Thank You
$500 Sponsors

• Healthy Pet Veterinary Clinic (Dr. 

Carla Christman)

• Good Parts LLC (Paul & Lynelle 

Reak)

• Tali Greyhounds (Erik & Penny 

Wick) 

• Ryan Funeral Homes (Roman Ryan)

• Modern Woodmen of America 

(Larry Marlette)

$250 Sponsors

• Capital Water Softener, Inc (Erik & 

Kurt Wick)

• Squirmy and Codfish LLC (Bob 

Cohen)

$100 sponsors

• In Memory of Our Beloved Missy 

(The Dubes)

• Travis Hasse Distilling Co.

• In Loving Memory of Jenny the 

Greyhound (Alesia Bock and 

Heather Fries)

• VanLeirsburg/Marciniec Fur Kids 

(Peggy Marciniec)

• The Fischers (Leslie and John 

Fischer)

• Ruffin’ It Resort

• Madison David Photography (David 

Baux)

• Larry and Pam Williamson

• Ameritas (Jeremy Earp)

• Gar Zibrowski and Wendy Hecht

• Mounds Pet Food Warehouse

• In Memory of Our Special Girl Echo 

(Jim & Carol Schmirler)

• Peytown Blue and Emerald 

Kathleen (Joyce Wells)

• Great Dane Pub & Brewery

Thank you to all our golfers, sponsors, donors and volunteers who 
helped make this outing a great success!
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your emergency vet readily available. 

This July, Lauren Hubbard of Waunakee 
and her greyhound Bernie were attacked 
by a dog that slipped its collar while 
on a walk. Her phone’s contact list was 
essential during her emergency situation. 

“The very first call I made was to my 
vet,” Lauren said. “And the next was 
the emergency vet. I had both of these 
numbers already saved in my phone.” 

“Although I wish I would never need 
the e-vet on speed-dial, I’m so glad I 
had the number saved!” she added. 

If an attack does occur, it is important 
to report the incident to the proper 
authorities. Be sure to get the dog 
owner’s information so you can make 
a complete and accurate report. Dog 
owners have a “duty of care” obligation 
to ensure their dogs won’t injure another 

person or damage personal property. 
(Although our dogs are beloved 
family members, under the law they 
are considered personal property.)

Injuries and property damage caused by 
dogs is normally covered under the dog 
owner’s homeowner’s insurance policy. 
Take photographs or a video of your 
dog’s injuries (and your own, if you were 
bitten,) to serve as visual confirmation 
for the insurance company and law 
enforcement. You should also make 
copies of medical and veterinary bills, 
along with receipts for any medications 
prescribed as a result of the attack.

Of course, the best option is to prevent 
an attack in the first place. If owners 
who let their dogs run loose along 
your walking route are uncooperative, 
the safest course is to alter your path 
and avoid the potential for disaster.

Have you ever wondered what you’d do 
if you’re walking your hound and she’s 
attacked by another dog? This frightening 
scenario can result in serious injury and 
anguish, so we’d like to share some tips to 
help prevent or minimize the damage. 

One way to stop another dog from 
approaching is to hold up your hand in the 
stop position and yell, “NO!” Some experts 
recommend carrying a walking stick, heavy 
flashlight, backpack or bookbag to use as a 
barrier. You can also carry a quick release 
umbrella, which when ejected will startle 
the dog and act as a shield.  Pepper spray, 
lemon juice, or citronella-based animal 
deterrents like Spray Shield may also ward 
off an attack. You can also use an air horn, 
but this is likely to scare the wits out of 
your own dog as well as the aggressor!

Unfortunately, if a dog attack does occur 
and your dog is in need of emergency care, 
it’s vital to have contact information for 

Safety News

When Dogs Attack by Terri Presper

Dear Freddy, 
We have a mean dog on our block, and he 
likes to cause trouble whenever we walk by. 
He’s behind a fence, but he’s still loud and a 
jerk. My human seems to walk me less often 

Freddy’s View from the Couch
When you’re in the yard, make that time 
count—play fetch, honk a squeaker, or 
chase your human. Just sending you out 
into the yard on your own doesn’t mean 
you’re getting exercise or using your brain. 

If you don’t have a yard, or if weather 
keeps you indoors, your human should 
play brain teaser games with you, such 
as giving part of all of a meal in a food-
dispensing toy and playing training games. 

Providing appropriate chew toys will 
also help you release your natural urge 
to chew, which keeps your teeth clean 
and jaw strong, as well as relieves stress. 
Hopefully, these activities will supplement 
your free time and help you relax.
—Sincerely, Freddy

because of it. I do have a yard, but it’s not the 
same as using my brain to see the world and 
spending quality bonding time with my two-
legger. How can my human get me a little 
extra mental and physical stimulation?
—Sincerely, Bored in Burlington

Dear Bored,
I’ve seen this before: the neighborhood 
bully chases you and your human inside, 
and pretty soon, you’re chewing the carpet 
to relieve stress. Most dogs benefit both 
mentally and physically from a 30-minute 
walk (or two 15-minute walks) each day, 
depending on age and health. If your 
neighborhood isn’t conducive to long 
walks, or if the weather is lousy, that’s not 
always possible. Here are some additional 
exercise options for doggy brains and bods: 
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Volunteer Spotlight
Leslie Fischer and Joanna Schrader 
spend a couple of hours a month doing 
meet and greets at the PetSmart store in 
Brookfield, WI. They bring their dogs 
along as ambassadors for the breed and 
help educate others about greyhound 
adoption.  They say it’s a wonderful 
opportunity to promote the breed and 
dispel certain myths, such as greyhounds 
being high-energy dogs that require a lot 
of exercise.  One particular family came 
to their meet-and-greet location for a 
year before they adopted their hound!

Leslie and Joanna highly recommend that 
other greyhound owners give meet and 
greets a try. It’s an easy way to get involved 
with the GPA-WI family and help widen 
the range of potential adopters. It’s also a 
fun way for your hound to interact with 
people and other dogs (and maybe tire 
him out so he sleeps the rest of the day!).  
If you’re a greyhound owner, you already 
have everything you need to do a meet 
and greet–or even start up a location 
of your own! For more information on 
helping the hounds through volunteering, 
contact Kay (kfleming4897@live.com).

Ari Bennett 
Duke Blackburn-Kittel 
Herbie Campbell
Eubie Clewell
Archie Cunningham-Gohr 
Spirit DeBruin 
Sophie Hanson 
Angel Harrison 
Star Hecht-Zibrowski 
Daisy Kaletka 
Frasier Kwitek-Nawatril 
Pharoh LaRosa 
Essie MacMillan 
Ace Martinelli 
Magic Markley-Padmanabhan 
Barkley McArthur-Potvin
Gypsy Mills
Finnegan Rader-Wilson
Christmas Raimonde

Showpiece Schwandt
Teddi Williams
Kayla Wilson

Pippin Babis 
Darby Bania-Feavel 
Kazak Bascom-Kuzdas 
Patsy Bauer
Shocker Bentti 
Berserk Bjorge
Topaz Calabria 
Dexter Churchill 
Roy Cianci 
Buck Cooney 
Star Dalebroux 
Toots Dobbins 
Feil Drzewiecki
Nala Ekhande 
Joey Folz
Lambeau Forsythe 
Rider Girkins 
Hudson Guldberg 
Aerial Halverson-Lockwood
Hero Hecht-Zibrowski 

Darius Herr 
Henri MacLean 
Gabby Manion
Virgil Mau 
Scotty Mottl
Ollie O’Malley
Grette Petrie
Lexi Rasmussen
Freddie Rubio 
Sandy Rutter 
Tia Sarles 
Rainy Scheid 
Bishop Shannon
Dolan Suckow 
Robin Smith
GJ Thompson-Luebbert
Gus Thompson-Strennen
Maverick Unger
Dutch Van Der Veen
Ranger Vieregge

In memory of ... New adoptions

Memorials 
& adoptions    

Foster Homes playing a role in these adoptions: Aberle, Baldwin, Bartow, Bauer, Block, 
Chase, Folz, Geiser-Angelos, Haney, Hecht-Zibrowski, Heimsch, Herrick ,King-Driscoll, 
Lemke, May-Kozuk, Milbauer, Nimtz, Patton, Phenis, Rasmussen, Resan, Ross-Eikamp, 
Schied, Schultz, Sliwinski, Smoko, Stone and Wisniewski.



GPA-Wisconsin
Post Office Box 2115
Madison, WI 53701-2115

- Medicare Supplement
- Medicare Advantage
- Prescription Drug Plans

- Short-term Convalescent Care
- Dental Insurance
- Long-term Care
- Life Insurance

SHAY STUHR
Office: 262-522-4662  Cell: 414-731-1931 
email: sstuhr@aris-secure.com

couchPOTATO
PRESS

The Couch Potato Press is a 
quarterly publication of Greyhound 
Pets of America-Wisconsin, a 
non-profit organization dedicated 
to placing ex-racing greyhounds 
in loving homes as pets. Please 
direct any correspondence, 
address changes or donations to: 

GPA-Wisconsin  P.O. Box 2115 
Madison, WI  53701

    
www.gpawisconsin.org

The Couch Potato Press goes 
to all GPA-WI adopters and 
others who wish to be on our 
mailing list. Please inform us of 
any changes or updates to your 
name, address, email addresses 
or phone numbers. Cell or other 
phone numbers are helpful 
when tracking down the owner 
of a found greyhound, so please 
share any and all numbers that 
might aid us in that situation. 

You can also let us know about 
the passing of a beloved hound so 
we may remember him or her in 
the newsletters and in our records. 
Send all information updates to: 
records@gpawisconsin.org. 

PERMIT NO. 3242
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IN THIS

upcoming

summer 2015

THE
Golfing for Greyhounds
July 26  I  Cottage Grove

Harley Dog Days of Summer
August 8  I  Oconomowoc

HAWS Pet Fair
August 15  I  Menomonee Falls 

GPA-WI Brewers Outing
August 29  I  Milwaukee 

Volunteer Thank-You Picnic
TBD

Winnebago Pet Expo
October 3  I  Oshkosh

20th Annual Greyhound 
Gala Gathering

October 17  I  Waukesha

Come on out for the seventh-annual 
Golfing for Greyhounds golf scramble 
on Sunday, July 26, at Door Creek 
Golf Course in Cottage Grove. 

This year’s event is a month earlier 
than usual, in an attempt to gain some 
separation from the Gala Greyhound 
Gathering in October. Golfers of all 
skill levels are welcome, from novice 
to advanced. Door Creek Golf Course 
welcomes greyhounds throughout the 
grounds, and we would love to have as 
many greyhounds and their people as 
possible. Don’t worry—we’ll let you golf, 
even if you don’t have a greyhound.

Golfing for Greyhounds is a fun day, 
designed to do two things: educate people 
about the wonderful greyhound breed and 
raise funds for GPA-WI and greyhound 
adoption. Activities are planned for golfers 
and non-golfers alike, with a 50/50 raffle, 
silent auction, GPA-WI retail booth, and 
other fun. Don’t forget—you don’t have 

to be present to win the raffle, so do feel 
free to buy some tickets ahead of time 
if you can’t attend! We also welcome 
volunteers to help with the various aspects 
of the event, including the selling of raffle 
tickets. This is a great event for first-time 
volunteers, too—no experience required! 

Hole sponsorships are available to promote 
businesses, families, or causes. We greatly 
appreciate donations of gift cards, cash, 
and silent auction baskets/items. 

Please consider joining us for 
this seventh year of Golfing for 
Greyhounds. Contact Wendy Hecht 
(wendylovesgreyhounds@gmail.com) or 
Shawn Winkler (swinkler0187@gmail.
com) with any questions you have! 

Let’s raise lots of money for greyhound 
adoption and have a wonderful time 
promoting the wonderful greyhound 
retirement program with GPA-Wisconsin!

Golfing for Greyhounds Coming Up!
July 26, 2015     7:00 a.m.     Door Creek Golf Course, Cottage Grove. .
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Now Accepting Gala Donations and Volunteers 
It’s never too early to start thinking about 
Gala! Every year, we are fortunate to 
receive a wide range of  fabulous items 
from generous donors. These donations 
make it possible for our bag raffle and 
auctions to be so thrilling and successful. 
We accept donations of all kinds (they 
do not have to be dog-related) such as 
merchandise, gift baskets, gift certificates 
and/or cash, which may be used to help 
fund Gala or any of the other fundraising 
events GPA-WI has throughout the year. 
Please plan to join us for one of our 

donation drop-off/social events or contact 
Heather Hunt, Donations Coordinator, 
at 414-817-2301 or mkegreyhoundmom@
gmail.com to coordinate your donation. 
The greyhounds would be extremely 
grateful, and so would we!

Would you like to be the first to see the 
raffle items for this year’s Gala? We are 
looking for people to help organize, put 
together and name the bag raffles from 
the items we get donated. Please contact 
Heather Hunt, Donations Coordinator, 

GPA-WI LeadershipGPA-WI Events

Albert Chapiewsky
Athena Laskey
BB Vieregge
Bentley Churchill 
Bingo Green
Bones Schweiss
Bootsie Virock
Brian Knoll
Bunsen Kosidowski
Camero Levia
Candy Daffinson
Carley Schulkers
Casey Siver
Chase Haller
Corky Cunningham-Gohr
Dolly Fortkamp 
Emma Crofts 
Ernie Glazer
Fallon Smith
Georgia Jerue 
Grace Toussaint
Honey Becker
Izzy Zukaitis

Jack Wagon Koop-Ladewig 
Lester Schulkers
Lilly Fisher 
Maya May-Kozuk
Missy Dube
Molly Crackers Folz 
Patrick Gollberg
Quaker Paulus
Rusty Kammerer 
Sage Coburn-Ralston
Sammy Guss
Selfie Carr
Simon Robitaille 
Spinner Resan
Star Hempler
Steffi Rosien
Stormy Meyer
Tamale Chronister-Fearing
Tipper Morton-Rooney
Tootsie Serafin
Twister Millard
Warp Schilling

Amelia Schenck
Amy Peterson
Anya Romonouski
Archer Holden
Bandit Walters
Banker Nulph
Beatrice Evans
Browning Sherry-O’Brien
Buddy Kammerer
Caesar Paulus
Callie Lockwood-Halverson
Casey Morton-Rooney
Coupe Fisher
Cyclone Pagel-Callaway
Daisy Neubauer
Delilah Griffin 
Desmond Helzer-Cacciaglia
Elway Kolberg-Jumes
Franklin Marquardt
Gear Hernadon
Gemma Boeck
Gemma Grooters
Gibbs Magalska

Ginger Musholt
Izzy Beaman
Jackson Guss
Jennifer Becker
JLo Marks
Kepler Ross-Eikamp
Lightfoot Coburn-Ralston
Lisa Morrisey
Lorenzo Walters
Millie Wesley
Nita Stolte-Cook
Penny Thompson
Pilot Rosien
Samwise Hartman
Sandy Ryan
Sandy Werner-Rogall
Sliver Farrey
Sparkle Krueger
Spud Churchill
Supressor Bacik
Ziggy Schulkers

Memorials 
& adoptions    

In memory of ... New adoptions

GPA-Wisconsin thanks the awesome group of foster families that first welcomed one or 
more of this edition’s New Adoptions into their homes! Andrew, Angelos-Geiser, Bachman, 
Block, Cartter, Chase, Forman-Spitzer, Fortkamp, Green, Haney, Hecht-Zibrowski, 
Heimsch, Hunt, Kempken, King-Driscoll, Kosidowski, Lemke, May-Kozuk, Milbauer, 
Patton, Peterson, Schmoller, Schultz, Smoko, Vierck and Weaver.

at 414-817-2301 or mkegreyhoundmom@
gmail.com if you are A creative side is not 
necessary, but we need your help to make 
the bag raffles and auctions a success!

Dropoff dates, times and locations:
8/29: GPA Brewers outing
9/12: 12-2pm Oconomowoc Meet & Greet
9/16: 6:30-8pm Brookfield Kopp’s
9/24: 6:30-8pm Southridge Kopp’s
9/27: 6:30-8pm Bayshore Kopp’s
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two weeks following disease onset, even 
if they aren’t showing symptoms. In 
addition, the virus will live outside of 
the infected dog for up to 48 hours, so 
it’s a good idea to thoroughly wash with 
soapy water hands, clothing, toys, and 
any other items that come into contact 
with other dogs during this outbreak. 

If you have multiple dogs in the house, 
it’s important to isolate infected dogs 
from healthy ones as soon as symptoms 
become apparent. Wash hands with soap 
and water after handling each animal to 
prevent the spread of disease, and consult 
your veterinarian as quickly as possible.

While there is a vaccine against dog 
flu, it is designed to protect against 
the H3N8 virus, not against the H3N2 
virus; however, the H3N8 virus is still 
circulating, so vaccination doesn’t hurt. 
As always, we recommend discussing this 
and all health concerns about your hound 
with your veterinarian. In general, dog 
flu is treated in much the same way in 
dogs as humans: rest, good nutrition and 
supplements to boost immunity, fluids 
for hydration, and medication to treat 
any secondary infections. With a little 
forethought, dog flu is quite treatable.

Canine influenza (also known as dog 
flu) is a contagious respiratory disease in 
dogs caused by specific influenza viruses, 
called canine influenza viruses. No human 
infections with canine influenza have ever 
been reported. There are two different dog 
flu viruses: one is an H3N8 virus and the 
other is an H3N2 virus. The H3N2 virus is 
thought to be the source of the headline-
making outbreak in the Chicago area.

The canine H3N8 virus first appeared in 
dogs—specifically, greyhounds—in 2004, 
after adapting to spread from horses. 
Dogs housed in kennels and shelters are 
at greatest risk of contracting the H3N8 
virus, though any dog is at risk. The canine 
H3N2 virus, the source of the current 
outbreak, first appeared in dogs in South 
Korea in 2007. Scientists believe that this 
virus evolved from an avian influenza 
(bird flu) virus. Cats as well as dogs can 
be infected by this virus, which was first 
detected in the United States in April 2015.

The signs of dog flu are cough, runny 
nose, lethargy, loss of appetite, difficulty 
breathing, and fever, but not all infected 
dogs will show signs of illness. The severity 
of illness associated with dog flu can range 
from no signs to severe illness resulting in 
pneumonia and sometimes death, though 
the percentage of deaths is very small. 

Dog flu can spread to other dogs through 
sneezing and coughing, contact with 
contaminated objects, and by moving 
contaminated objects between infected 
and uninfected dogs. Dogs that are 
coughing or showing other signs of 
respiratory disease should be isolated, 
with a veterinarian contacted immediately. 
Infected dogs can shed virus for up to 

Health Talk

Dog Flu: An Overview
by Jackie Blackburn
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Fun in the Sun, Greyhound Style
GPA-WI’s hounds and humans have had a great summer so far! If you 
have a fun picture of video, post them to the GPA-WI Facebook page!

Freddy’s View from the Couch
appear to be ill, she may still be carrying 
the flu and can pass it you. Any dog is 
susceptible, even those who have been 
vaccinated (the vaccine doesn’t include 
the strain of flu that’s causing the Chicago-
area outbreak). Until the outbreak passes, 
it may not be a bad idea to postpone 
mixed-dog activities. If you must be 
kenneled or attend doggy day-care, 
you should receive the dog flu vaccine, 
anyway—it will protect you against a 
certain strain of dog flu that’s always 
circulating, which lessens the likelihood of 
transmitting at least that strain to others. 
In the meantime, use your extra time to 
send Rosie’s mom a thank-you card. 
—Sincerely, Freddy

Dear Freddy, 
Weeks and weeks ago, my mom scheduled 
a play date with Rosie, my dear Dalmatian 
friend in the Chicago area, for this weekend. 
Now, Rosie’s mom is CANCELING! Can 
you believe it? The nerve! And she’s citing 
some ridiculous flu that she claims is going 
around. Should I remove Rosie from my 
Christmas card list?
—Sincerely, Chagrined in Crandon

Dear Chagrined,
It would be quite rude to snub a two-
legger who is only trying to protect you. 
The dog flu she cites as an excuse can 
be easily spread between dogs, and even 
to the family cat. Even if Rosie doesn’t 

Photo credit: Steve Schiferl
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upcoming

winter 2015

THE

Adopt-a-Greyhound Month
April (all month)

Camp Bow Wow
April 18 I  Waukesha

Pet Wellness Expo
April 18 I  Elkhorn

Healthy Pet Heartworm and 
Vaccination Clinic

April 25 I  Healthy Pet Vet Clinic, 
Madison

Quaker Steak Make-a-Difference 
Monday

May (TBD)  I  New Berlin

Lake Walk for Cancer
May 2  I  Oconomowoc

Puppy Up
May 3  I  Madison & Fitchburg

7th Annual Golfing for 
Greyhounds

July 26  I  Door Creek Golf Course, 
Cottage Grove

21st Annual Greyhound 
Gala Gathering

October 17  I  Waukesha 

Visit www.gpawisconsin.org/events 

As 2015 begins, GPA-WI is in tremendous 
spirits, and not just because the weather is 
warmer than it was at this time last year. 
Our volunteers are doing tremendous 
work on all fronts, from working at the 
kennel on kennel days to sharing the 
message of greyhound adoption at events 
to handling the logistics of running things. 
Simply put: Our volunteers are everything. 

Adoption applications spike at noticeable 
times—after we present our pups at 
Meet-and-Greet events and at expos; and 
when dogs’ creatively written biographies 
and stunning photos are posted to the 
website and Facebook. There’s plenty 
of evidence that our meet-and-greet 
volunteers and other event staff are 
getting the word out far and wide. 

Our volunteer adoption reps put on the 
miles working with families on initial 
placements and troubleshooting problems, 
and also working with “chipper” families 
who, once they start, can’t stop at just one 
greyhound. (Really, why would you?)
Our foster families open their hearts 
and their homes, teaching recent 
retirees the ins and outs of life after 
racing and prepping them for their 
forever families. Without these homes, 
dogs who have been picked by families 
can’t start move through through the 

adoption process. We’ve seen a very 
welcome uptick in the number of 
available foster families, which is helping 
us place dogs and keep pace with the 
increased interest in greyhound adoption 
generated by our other volunteers.

Dogs are being safely transported all 
over the state. Our annual fundraising 
events, Pins for Paws, the Gala, and 
Golfing for Greyhounds, go on smoothly 
year after year. Retail orders and 
donations continue to arrive. Vetting 
and records are being coordinated. The 
website and other behind-the-scenes 
logistics keep humming. Plans for the 
next dog haul are already in the works. 
New volunteers are joining the team.

To highlight the good, wonderful things 
our volunteers do, we are introducing a 
volunteer spotlight in the Couch Potato 
Press. Our mission is twofold: to brag 
about our volunteers and thank them for 
their efforts, as well as invite others who 
want to volunteer but don’t know how.

If you’re interested in learning more about 
ways you can help, please contact Kay 
Fleming at kfleming4897@live.com. 

Thank you all for your support of 
greyhound adoption in Wisconsin.

Volunteers “Run” GPA-WI
by Rich McVicar, GPA-WI Secretary
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GPA-WI Volunteer Spotlight: 
Gail Katzman and Chase

Dear Freddy, 
This winter hasn’t been a bad one, at all, 
but my human insists on cladding my paws 
in boots whenever I’m outside. I retaliate by 
shaking them off and chewing on them, of 

Freddy’s View from the Couch: Winter Boots

boots are a matter of opinion—some 
dogs will tolerate them, and some dogs 
won’t. Dogs who wear boots should 
wear ones that fit well, without rubbing. 
Dogs who refuse should have their 
humans dip their paws in warm (not 
hot) water after being outside, especially 
after walking on pavement that has 
been treated with ice melt. Shoes or 
not, it’s important to remember that 
no dog is meant to stay out in frigid 
weather.
—Sincerely, Freddy

course, but she is dogged and straps them 
right back on. Other dogs I know have 
their paws smeared in wax, called Musher’s 
Secret, or even go barefoot (though they 
look awfully cold). Should humans bother 
with covering our paws in winter?
—Sincerely, Frosty in Fitchburg

Dear Frosty,
My humans have colleted all kinds of 
dog boots for me, from rubber, swim-
cap-type ones to expensive nylon ones 
that Velcro across my ankles. We even 
have the Musher’s stuff. To be honest, 

What do you enjoy most about 
Meet-and-Greet events?

I enjoy educating people about these 
gentle dogs and meeting and sharing 
stories with other people who have 
greyhounds.

What do you enjoy least?

The donation box has sparse 
contributions. It can be disappointing to 
not come away with a dollar, but that’s 
not the purpose of Meet and Greets.

Would you recommend volunteering 
at Meet and Greets to other greyhound 
lovers?

Absolutely! There are misconceptions 
about the breed, such as needing a lot of 
exercise and a large fenced-in yard. It’s a 
great venue to meet the general public.

What would you tell potential volunteers 
about how Meet and Greets benefit 
GPA-WI and its adoptable dogs?

The exposure is very important. Many 
people have told me they haven’t seen a 
greyhound up close.

What can GPA-WI do to support 
its Meet-and-Greet volunteers?

An experienced volunteer helped me get 
started by joining me at the Kenosha store. 
GPA-WI should let potential volunteers 
know that they will be accompanied 
by a seasoned volunteer until they are 
comfortable doing it on their own.

Do you have questions about becoming 
a Meet-and-Greet volunteer?  
Email Kay Fleming at Kfleming4897@
live.com to learn how you and 
your dog can help spread the word 
about greyhound adoption!

Gail’s vet thought Chase’s credentials as a Canine Good Citizen, 
therapy dog and “attention hound” made him a good candidate for 
Meet and Greets. For the last nine months, Gail and Chase have 
spent two hours a month at the PetSmart store in Kenosha, promoting 
greyhounds as pets. 

We asked Gail to answer a few questions about how Meet and Greets help GPA-WI.
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Did you know that foster homes are one of 
the most important aspects of GPA-WI? 
Most of the adoptable dogs we place come 
straight from the race track environment, 
and foster homes teach them the skills 
they need in retirement. Interest in 
greyhound adoption in Wisconsin has 
exploded within the past few weeks, so 
we’re recruiting some more foster families!

Fostering may seem daunting, but it’s 
actually pretty straightforward. Your job 
is to love a greyhound like crazy—easy 
enough, right? Families who are curious 
to know what life is like with an extra dog 
but aren’t ready to commit to adoption 
are great candidates for fostering. Our 
short-term foster placements (less than 
two weeks) for newly adopted dogs are 
great for people who can take a dog for a 
short amount of time but may be unable 
to do so long-term. Your reward is guiding 
a retired racing greyhound into retirement 
and helping it blossom.

In addition to the short-term program 
for adopted dogs, our foster homes are 

also called upon to house dogs that are 
returned to the program for various 
reasons (e.g., human lifestyle changes, 
socialization issues). These placements 
can be longer than two weeks, depending 
on the situation. We also have families 
who provide foster care for dogs with 
special medical conditions. Dogs that are 
recuperating from broken legs, serious 
illness, or other injuries are patched up 
and placed in foster care while they heal, 
becoming eligible for adoption when 
they’re 100% ready. This type of fostering 
is a little more in depth, as it can require 
multiple visits to a vet. 

Another foster scenario is for dogs who 
“time out” from the GPA-WI kennel in 
Burlington. Dogs who are not adopted 
within a month must be moved to 
foster homes. These dogs are similar to 
the pre-adopted dogs in the sense they 
need to learn everything about home 
living, but they don’t yet have a specific 
destination. Adoption reps may be in 
contact with prospects, and home visits 
may be involved. If possible, we try to get 

these guys and gals to the kennel on our 
kennel days in order to promote their 
greyt qualities and find them a forever 
home. This type of foster could be two 
weeks or two months; ideally, however, 
we try to get them adopted within two to 
three weeks.

What’s Happening

Great Lakes Pet Expo Wrap

On January 31, GPA-WI participated in 
the Great Lakes Pet Expo at Wisconsin 
State Fair Park in Milwaukee. More 
than eleven thousand attendees 
explored the various booths and 

seminars. Our volunteers and their 
hounds staffed the booth and answered 
questions about greyhound adoption. 
They did a greyt job, judging by the 
FOUR adoption applications GPA-
WI received the day of the Expo!

Electronic CPP

You can read current and past 
editions of the Couch Potato Press 
on our website at http://www.
gpawisconsin.org/learn/newsletters/. 
If you’d like to receive an electronic 
copy instead of paper via mail, 

More GPA-WI information

please let us know by writing to 
records@gpawisconsin.org.

Contact GPA-Wisconsin

• 414-301-2599 to report a loose, 
lost or found greyhound

• 414-299-9473 to discuss 
adoption, to volunteer, to donate, 
and for all other messages

• records@gpawisconsin.org to update 
your contact information or share 
the passing of a beloved hound

Calling All Foster Families!

If you aren’t able to take a dog 
in your home, we also need 
volunteers to help transport dogs 
from place to place, such as from 
the kennel to a foster home. 

To learn more about how you 
can help with GPA-WI’s foster 
program, contact Melissa at 
foster@gpawisconsin.org. Thanks 
to all of our wonderful volunteers 
for spreading the message of 
greyhound adoption near and 
far, and to our foster families for 
getting these greyt pets ready for 
their happily-ever-after stories!

More Information



It’s OK to Ask by Jackie Blackburn

Albert Chapiewsky

Bentley Churchill

Sage Coburn-Ralston 

Emma Crofts 

Corky Cunningham-Gohr 

Molly Crackers Folz 

Chrome Geiser-Angelos 

Patrick Gollberg 

Bingo Green

Sammy Guss 

Chase Haller 

Star Hempler 

Rusty Kammerer 

Bunsen Kosidowski 

Maya May-Kozuk 

Stormy Meyer

Tipper Morton-Rooney 

Quaker Paulus 

Simon Robitaille

Steffi Rosien

Bones Schweiss

Fallon Smith

BB Vieregge

Bootsie Virock

Nation Anderson 

Rainy Andorfer 

Coco Aristigueta-Merkhofer

Axel Barron-Johnson 

Monty Barton-Voss 

Chloe Baux 

Csaba Baux

Vinnie Cagle 

Harriet Clark-Hoff 

Hector Fiala 

Lebron Frechette-Davidson

Samboya Gilbertson 

Tim Gollberg 

Wash Gruenhagen 

Abby Haber

Berta Heim

Rocket Hermanson-Kramer 

Nixon Hulick 

Raanney Hunt 

Maisy Kania

Gilly Koenig 

Blue Laurent

Terrific McNeil-Kravat 

Toy Meyer

Duke Murphy 

Millie Norz 

Zephyr Owens

Memphis Pozza 

Owen Reeder 

Zoar Schmidt-Konetzke 

Talisman Sheehan 

Boss Shockey

Elmo Sill 

Case Stahlke

Matt Stratte-Plasman

Gilles Tidey 

Super Thomack-Jenkins

Toby Ward-Sitty

Super Winkler-O’Donahue

       Memorials & adoptions
     

In memory of ... New adoptions

Health Talk
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Toby was a GPA-WI Blue Fund hound 
with mysterious, seemingly unresolvable 
medical issues. Several veterinarians 
were consulted, and several plans of 
action were developed and discarded. 

Toby’s condition, discoid lupus, has 
finally been successfully diagnosed and 
is being treated, thanks in large part to 
the GPA-WI volunteers who sought 
multiple medical opinions throughout 
the process, questioning what they 
learned and advocating for Toby.

Throughout the process, the GPA-
WI foster homes and veterainarian 
liasions communicated with the vets 
and with each other, discussing the 
recommendations. If anything didn’t 

make sense or seemed irrelgular, the 
liasions communicated directly with the 
vets. In one instance, a painful diagnostic 
test called a punch biopsy was ordered 
for a second time, in an effort to clarify 
Toby’s lupus diagnosis. After discussing 
further with the vets and learning that 
there would likely be little, if any benefit 
to a second test, GPA-WI declined to 
have it administered. Instead, Toby was 
treated as if he had discoid lupus, and 
his condition dramatically improved.

Toby’s experience is a poignant reminder 
that it’s OK for people to question the 
veterinary advice they receive for their 
pets; indeed, if they don’t, who will? For 
those who want to do their research before 
speaking directly to their doggy doctors, 

vetted information is often available on 
many veterinarians’ websites, and some 
even have in-house educational libraries. 

The Ohio State University 
Veterinary Medical Clinic is also 
a great resource, especially for 
greyhound-specific information 
(http://vet.osu.edu/vmc/ghwp).

If you have a funny feeling about a 
recommendation from your veterinarian 
or feel unclear, don’y feel bad—speak 
up! Get a second, third, fourth, 
or whatever number of opinions 
necessary to feel confident that your 
dog’s diagnosis is the right one.
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Event Wrap-ups

GPA-WI Events

Greyt big thanks to Chili’s for supporting our mission 
through its Pepper Partner Program! Between November 1 
and December 31, 2014, 15% of purchases were donated 
to GPA-WI when diners 
presented a special 
voucher. Two paws up 
to Chili’s, and all you 
hungry hound lovers, 
for raising $539.86!

The 5th Annual Pins 4 Paws event was held on Sunday, 
February 8 in Burlington. Nearly 90 bowlers  spent a chilly 
winter afternoon in the cozy confines of Towne and Country 
Lanes, enjoying bowling, a silent auction, 50/50 raffle, lunch, 
and loads of fun. This year’s event raised $4,849.17, plus $870 
for the GPA-Daytona hauler that broke down in December 2014. 
Thanks to everyone who participated!

Chili’s Recap

Pins 4 Paws Wrap
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to all GPA-WI adopters and 
others who wish to be on our 
mailing list. Please inform us of 
any changes or updates to your 
name, address, email addresses 
or phone numbers. Cell or other 
phone numbers are helpful 
when tracking down the owner 
of a found greyhound, so please 
share any and all numbers that 
might aid us in that situation. 

You can also let us know about 
the passing of a beloved hound so 
we may remember him or her in 
the newsletters and in our records. 
Send all information updates to: 
records@gpawisconsin.org. 
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fall 2014

upcoming
Chili’s Promotion

Now through December 31
Wisconsin Chili’s Restaurants

2015

Great Lakes Pet Expo
January 31  I  Milwaukee

Pins for Paws 
February 8  I  Burlington

Adopt-a-Greyhound Month
April

Lake Walk for Cancer
May 2  I  Oconomowoc 

Golfing for Greyhounds
July 26  I  Cottage Grove

21st Annual Greyhound Gala
October 17  I  Waukesha

As another year draws to 
a close, our thoughts 
often turn to the 

things in our 
lives for which 
we’re thankful. 
Fittingly, many 

of us choose this time 
of year to contribute 

financially to groups we 
feel embody the things 

we love. We urge you to consider GPA-
WI among those groups.

Anyone who’s had the privilege of adopting 
a greyhound will tell you that their 
relationship with their dog is one-sided—
the greyhounds give us so much more 
than we could ever return! These loving 
animals surpass the traditional role of pet, 
becoming beloved family members—like 
the story of Dave and Dodge, for instance. 

Dave and his wife, Tracy, and their family 
adopted Dodge through GPA-WI about 
five years ago. Although the entire family 
fell in love with Dodge, Tracy says that 
Dave and Dodge were truly best buddies 
from the start. Dave treated Dodge as 
a member of the family, bringing him 
along on outings, biking while Dodge 
ran alongside, and, of course, stealing 
a nap together whenever possible. 

Dave recently passed away at the age of 47 
following a prolonged battle with pancreatic 
cancer. Though the family misses him 
desperately, Tracy thinks fondly about 

the loving bond Dave shared with Dodge. 
Dodge’s sweet, gentle, and silly personality 
made spending time with him pleasurable 
for everyone, but especially so for Dave 
as his health declined. GPA-WI brought 
Dave and Dodge together. When you give 
charitably to GPA-WI, you help connect 
loving families like Dave and Tracy’s 
with the greyhounds of their dreams. 

Your donation will also cover the cost 
of rehoming retired racing greyhounds, 
from transporting them to Wisconsin to 
providing medical evaluations and care. 
For animals whose medical needs are 
unique, the Blue Fund provides both 
the people and money required to help 
those hounds in need—hounds like 
Diva, a seven-year-old brood mom who 
was successfully treated for and has 
recovered from breast cancer while in 
GPA-WI foster care. Then there’s Huck, 
a bouncy two-year-old pup who came 
to GPA-WI with a deformed leg. Thanks 
to the Blue Fund, Huck received the 
surgery and recovery space necessary 
to fix his leg. Both Huck and Diva have 
been adopted and are loving retirement, 
thanks to the Blue Fund and GPA-WI. 

As 2014 draws to a close, we urge you 
to consider giving to GPA-WI. Your tax 
preparer can evaluate your specific 
situation and inform you of the positive 
financial consequences of a year-end 
gift. Many employers also offer matching 
programs to approved non-profit groups. 
(GPA-WI is a 501[c][3] organization, 

Year-end Giving to GPA-Wisconsin
eligible for federal tax deductions.)
No amount is too big or too small, 
and the hounds will love you for it.

Best wishes for a happy, healthy, and 
greyt 2015!

couchPOTATO
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A Greyt Gala!
The 20th Annual Gala Greyhound Gathering featured fun, fur and fervor as hound lovers raised $39,000 for 
GPA-WI. That’s a big chunk of change!  Sincere thanks to all of our vendors, donors and volunteers, and 
special thanks to all who attended. Heads up:  Next year’s Gala is scheduled for Saturday, October 17!

Photos by Rich McVicar and Steve Schiferl.
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Dear Freddy, 
The holidays are coming, and that means 
traveling to my humans’ cousin’s house 
in Ohio. While I have nothing personally 
against the fine state of Ohio, I HATE their 
yappy little canine, Rufus. The humans don’t 
seem to get that I do not want to play with 
Rufus, nor do I want him near my bed. I 
can’t make him disappear, but how do I get 
the humans to make him leave me alone?
—Sincerely, Frustrated in Fredonia

Dear Frustrated,
I can’t think of a single thing worse than 
waking early from my slumber to an 

Freddy’s View from the Couch: Someone Else’s Home for the Holidays

irritating younger sibling. 
(Can you tell I was an only 
child?) If you’re used to 
being crated, then your 
parents should bring that 
crate and keep Rufus 
OUT—that’s your space. 
It’s also a good refuge in 
case the holiday crowds 
get to be too much, or 
if you attempt to “help” 
with dinner. If you’re 
not a crate-er, ask the 
humans to bring along a 
baby gate they can use to 
separate you from Rufus 
so everyone can sleep in 
peace. These barriers are 
also useful for preventing 
visiting dogs from bolting 
to the door when company 
comes, reducing the 
likelihood of an accidental 
escape. Best of luck!

Let the Good Times Roll at GPA-
WI’s 5th Annual Pins for Paws!

“Strike” back against the winter doldrums at 
the 5th Annual Pins for Paws event!  Join us 
on Sunday, February 8, 2015, for bowling, 
food, a silent auction, our greyt retail booth 
and a whole lot of fun. Registration begins 
at 11:00 a.m. at Towne and Country Lanes, 
264 S. Pine Street in Burlington, WI.  This is 
one of GPA-WI’s most popular fundraisers, 
so lace up your bowling shoes and hit the 
lanes to help the hounds! (We are still 
in need of silent auction items and door 
prizes. If you can donate an item, please 
contact Michele at wolflovr@charter.net).

Eat and Earn at Chili’s! 

Chili’s Pepper Partner Program will donate 

15% of purchases to GPA-WI when guests 
provide a special voucher. The program is 
in place at all Wisconsin Chili’s locations 
and runs through the end of 2014. 

(Voucher above!) To view and print 
voucher forms, go to the main page 
of GPA-WI’s website and click on the 
image of the pepper. Enjoying a tasty 
meal while earning money for the 
hounds is a pretty delicious deal!

Electronic CPP

You can read current and past 

editions of the Couch Potato Press 
on our website at http://www.
gpawisconsin.org/learn/newsletters/. 
If you’d like to receive an electronic copy 
instead of paper via mail, please let us know 
by writing to records@gpawisconsin.org.

Contact GPA-Wisconsin

• 414-301-2599 to report a loose, 
lost or found greyhound

• 414-299-9473 to discuss 
adoption, to volunteer, to donate, 
and for all other messages

• records@gpawisconsin.org to update 
your contact information or share 
the passing of a beloved hound

Grab Your Calendar!
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Jessica Huber
Eastern Wisconsin 
Adoption Coordinator 
Welcome!

Please welcome Jessica 
Huber as our new 
adoption coordinator 
for eastern Wisconsin. 
Jessica taught high school 
social studies for 10 years 
before assuming the 
position of volunteer/community outreach 
coordinator at MADACC. She is currently 
the training coordinator at BuySeasons 
in New Berlin, the largest online only 
retailer of costumes and party supplies. 
Jessica shares her home with her husband, 
Andrew, their son, Ian, four cats and two 
greyhounds named Royal and Miley.

Thank you, Jessica, for helping GPA-WI 
place more hounds in good homes!

Melissa Schultz
Foster Home Coordinator
Welcome!

GPA-WI welcomes 
its new foster home 
coordinator, Melissa 
Schultz! This UW-
Madison grad 
student has a 
master’s degree in history and is working 
toward her master’s in information 
and library sciences. She works at the 
State Historical Society and as a project 
assistant in the Office of the Registrar, and 
is also part of the fundraising committee 
for the student chapter of the Society of 
American Archivists. 

Melissa lives in Madison and loves to 
cook, watch movies and hang out with her 
greyhound, Diesel. Our thanks to Melissa 
for making room in her busy schedule to 
help the hounds!

Saying  Hello and Goodbye

Kim Good 
Thank you!

It is with a heavy 
heart that I say good-
bye to the GPA-WI 
Board of Directors. 
It was a very difficult 
decision for me, but 
my strenuous work schedule makes it 
impossible to dedicate as much time as I 
would like to my positions on the board. 

I am incredibly thankful for my 
experiences with the board and my GPA 
family. I feel honored to have been a 
part of this amazing group for the past 
three years and even more so for the 
opportunity to lead this dedicated team 
for the past year. I plan to remain actively 
involved when and where I am able. 

I am confident that we will continue to see 
great things from the board and GPA-
WI as a whole. Thank you to everyone 
for your ongoing support of GPA-WI!

Emily Talbert
Thank you!

I’ve enjoyed getting 
to know such great 
people and awesome 
hounds over the last 
two years on the board 
and I’m grateful for the 
support and collaboration with so many 
dedicated volunteers and foster homes 
during my time as foster coordinator. 

I’m looking forward to my new job 
being a mom to a baby girl and I 
hope to still get Hanna and Sly out for 
events and volunteer activities too!

GPA-WI has a Loose, Lost or Found Greyhound Hotline. 
For information about what to do or who to contact, visit 

www.gpawisconsin.org/llf/ and save this phone number 
for future use so it’s readily available when you need it! 

LOST GREYHOUND HOTLINE
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$2,500 Matching Sponsor

• Modern Woodmen of America 

(Larry Marlette)

$500 Sponsors

• Celebrating McGrady’s Good Parts 

(Paul Reak)

• Healthy Pet Veterinary Clinic

• Tali Greyhounds (Penny and Erik 

Wick)

• TeamSoft

$250 Sponsors

• In Celebration of Buttercup Gianna 

(Bob Cohen)

• Capital Water Softener, Inc (Erik and 

Kirk Wick)

• Ryan & Joyce-Ryan Funeral Home

• TASC

$100 sponsors

• Ameritus Group Dental and Vision 

Benefits

• Beloved Hecht-Zibrowski Hounds, 

Past and Present

• Dube Girls for All Your Love (Rod 

and Teri Dube)

• Great Dane Pub and Brewery

• The Hills (Leslie Hill)

• In Memory of Jenny the greyhound 

(Alesia Bock)

• Jim and Carol Schmirler

• Knuckleheads in WI Dells

• Larry and Pam Williamson

• Mounds Pet Food Warehouse

• Payton Blue and Emerald Kathleen 

(Joyce Wells)

• Travis Hasse’s Original Apple Pie 

Liquor

• VanLeirsburg/Marciniec Fur Kids

GPA-WI Events

Golfing for Greyhounds Scorecard Total: $10,172.44!

The 6th Annual Golfing for Greyhounds 
outing was a huge success, raising a record-
breaking $10,172.44 for GPA-WI! We’d like 
to thank the 62 golfers, our hardworking 
volunteers and all of our generous sponsors 
and donors. Special thanks to our Hole-In-
One challenge sponsor, Zimbrick European 
Car Sales, and our $2,500 matching funds 
sponsor, Modern Woodmen of America.

Mark your calendars: Next year’s 7th 
Annual Golfing for Greyhounds will 
take place on Sunday, July 26!

Cash and In-kind Donors
• Dave Baux — Madison 

David Photography
• Joyce Wells
• Paulus Printing
• David Vierck
• Peggy Marciniec

Silent Auction/Prize Donors
• Ale Asylum Brewery
• Archie Vorvald — TRICOR
• Buffalo Wild Wings
• Matt and Lisa Byczek
• Candy’s Collars — Mary Koenig
• Capital Brewery
• Caribou Tavern
• Culver’s
• Dickey’s BBQ

• Egg Harbor Fun Park
• Glass Nickel Pizza
• The Farm
• Linda Lebard and Friends
• Wendy Hecht and Gar Zibrowski
• Hope Springs Pet Beds
• HyVee Food Stores
• Java Cat 
• Julia’s Park Cafe
• Jonah Levia
• Lucky Dog Park
• Iron Quill Tattoo
• Malt House — Bill Rogers
• Massage Envy
• Metro Market
• R. McVicar/L. Losenegger
• Christin and Don Nowinski
• Old Sugar Distillery
• Outback Steakhouse
• PC Junction
• Plum Loco Animal Farm
• Salon Rue Cler — Heidi Jennings
• Steve and William Schiferl
• Steve Schmidt — ShoeBox/Mallard’s
• Singing Donuts
• TASC
• Texas Roadhouse
• Travis Hasse’s DrinkPie
• Tyrenena
• Von Rutenberg Ventures 
• The Voyagers Jewelry Design
• Shawn Winkler
• Wilson’s Bar & Grill
• Wood Orchard Market
• Woodman’s Markets

      Thank You
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Blue Fund Success Story

One Super Dog

the break was not fully repaired, so 
after several weeks of recuperating 
he underwent a second procedure to 
finish the repair work. During this 
time, Super went to the vet twice a week 
for wound checks and re-splinting.

X-rays taken on October 30 showed 
that some bone fragments were starting 
to come through Super’s skin, which 
meant that he couldn’t wait any longer 
for the second surgery. The operation 
took place on November 7, and the vet 
successfully removed the remaining bone 

fragments and repaired the bone with 
marrow from Super’s other shoulder. 
This additional surgery cost $1,000.

Super is now on the fast track to recovery, 
but he has a long road to travel. He will 
need x-rays on November 17 to check 
his progress and again every month 
through January of 2015. We would be 
very grateful for any donations to the 
Blue Fund to help pay for this brave 
boy’s surgeries and follow-up care. Your 
generous contribution will be greytly 
appreciated by Super and the loving 
family we know is in his future!  

by Shawn Winkler

Each year, GPA-WI’s Blue Fund 
contributes much-needed dollars 
to greyhounds with special 
medical needs. 

To contribute directly to the Blue 
Fund, please send a check to:

GPA-Wisconsin Blue Fund
PO Box 2115
Madison, Wisconsin 
53701-2115

Thank you for your support!

Support 
Blue Fund
          

On September 15, 2014, the fantastic Super 
came into our program with a severely 
broken leg. He was a very tough boy and 
waited until October 2 to receive reparative 
surgery. The veterinarian removed bone 
fragments, packed the break with marrow 
from Super’s shoulder bone, and secured 
the leg bone with a metal plate and screws. 
The cost for this surgery was $2,400.

Unfortunately, Super’s heart rate 
dropped while under anesthesia and 
he had to be awakened before the 
surgery was complete. Because of this 
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Health Talk
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Montana Aberle

Beau Bauer

Vee Vee Baux

Dolly Blair-Gillette

Rory Catherman-Tonelli

Cheddar Danks

Tom Donatello-Dekker

Chase Falk

Abby Gookin

Shakey Gruenhagen

Roman Harris

Baby Hirata

Suni Jensen

Calvin Kania

Storm Kaszuba

Candy Koenig

May Marks

Jack May-Kozuk

Elliot McIntyre

Bucky Menard

Willow Michalets

Molly Moore

Jasmine Nimtz

Sorcha Olson

Chet Peterson

Fritz Pulizzano

Echo Schmirler

Lilly Simons

Mia Speerbrecker

Reba Wesley

Abbie Olson

Anna Last

Bowie Kamm

Brinn Voshart

Buckle Demetropoulos

Burrito Knobel

Dexter Johnson

Diana Gookin

Dolly Fortkamp

Doughan Melik-Molony

Evie Wymelenberg-Bishop

Faraday Nelson

FDR Gort-Fox

Flower O’Brien

Garth Kienahs

Gilgun Barger

Gremlin Hallihan

Gus Agnew

Katy Aberle

Luna Sattell

Mila Veronese

Miley Huber

Montag Svabek

PJ Ellingen

Pogo Mattson

Schoene Rae-Jan Michalets

Star Reilly

Stella Calev

       Memorials & adoptions
     

In memory of ... New adoptions

Quick Facts on Amicar for Greyhounds   

shown that greyhounds who receive 
EACA following surgical procedures are 
significantly less likely to develop bleeding 
than those who don’t. Unfortunately, many 
veterinarians are unaware of the benefits 
of EACA and fail to keep it on hand.

In the case of caring for your greyhound, 
the best defense is a good offense. 
Talk to your vet about EACA and be 
sure it’s available before any planned 

procedure. In the case of emergencies, 
ask your vet to write a prescription to 
a human pharmacy (e.g., Walgreens) 
for the tablet form. (Greyhounds better 
absorb liquid than tablet EACA, though 
the latter will work in an emergency; 
however, the liquid form is preferred 
from a cost standpoint, as well.)

For more information, contact Dr. 
Guillermo Couto. Dr. Couto is among the 
seminal researchers on the use of EACA 
in greyhounds, as well an expert in all 
things greyhound health. He provides 
consultations through Couto Veterinary 
Consultants (coutovetconsultants.com). 
Raising awareness with your vet of 
greyhounds’ tendency to bleed and the 
effect of EACA can mean the difference 
between life and death for your ‘hound.

More than one greyhound parent has 
a story of taking their dog for even 
minor surgical procedures, only to see 
their pet develop bleeding afterward. 
Excessive bleeding can sometimes develop 
into a serious or even life-threatening 
situation. Recent research indicates that 
these incidents are caused by the dogs’ 
own bodies prematurely dissolving 
blood clots formed during surgery. 
Fortunately, the same research indicates 
a solution: epsilon aminocaproic acid 
(EACA), known also by the trade name 
Amicar. This article provides very basic 
information to alert and encourage you 
to be informed before an event happens.

Bleeding can happen without warning, 
and it can range from mild to severe. 
Studies by The Ohio State University 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital have 

by Jackie Blackburn
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to all GPA-WI adopters and 
others who wish to be on our 
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name, address, email addresses 
or phone numbers. Cell or other 
phone numbers are helpful 
when tracking down the owner 
of a found greyhound, so please 
share any and all numbers that 
might aid us in that situation. 

You can also let us know about 
the passing of a beloved hound so 
we may remember him or her in 
the newsletters and in our records. 
Send all information updates to: 
records@gpawisconsin.org. 
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20th Annual Greyhound Gala!
GPA-WI’s 20th Annual Greyhound Gala 
is fast approaching! Be sure to clear your 
calendars for the big day on Saturday, 
October 18, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Enclosed are raffle tickets. Please 
consider purchasing one, two or twenty 
and getting your friends to do the same. 
The hounds thank you! 

Money and tickets can be turned in to 
any board member at GPA-WI events 

the gala issue   
fall 2014

leading up to Gala, as well as the day of 
the event. You may also return them to 
our Tresurer, Cheryl Millard, at 218 21st 
Place South, La Crosse, WI, 54601, using 
the envelope provided. Tickets will also 
be for sale onsite at Gala — don’t forget 
to bring your address labels to save time 
and hand cramps!

We are accepting donations of resale, live 
and silent auction items and bag raffle 
items at this time, as well as signing up 

www.gpawisconsin.org          1

October 18, 2014   •   10 a.m. – 4 p.m.   •   Waukesha County Expo Center, 1000 Northview Rd., Waukesha

This year, GPA-WI’s annual Gala logo 
contest has three winners! Two logos 
will be featured on the commemorative 
Gala t-shirt, and the third will be on 
a shirt of its own. All shirts will be 
available for purchase at the Gala.

To celebrate the group’s 25th anniversary, 
Giles LaRock added a commemorative 
ribbon to the new “Running Strong” 
GPA-WI logo. The classic oval-with-
greyhound silhouette, designed by Amber 
Hill, will be on the back of the t-shirt. 

Eva Sosnowska’s whimsical pencil outline 
greyhound will be available in both 
children’s and adults’ sizes.

Thanks to everyone who submitted   
design ideas!

Gala Contest Winners

Greyt Leggings

John Sappington’s Handmade 
Greyhound Woodwork

Long Neck Deco

Candy’s Collars

Crazy Collars and More

Gini’s Greyhound Fashions

Grey Oaks Photography

Greyt Glass

Hope Springs Pet Beds

Midwest Greyhound Adoption

Petlicious Dog Bakery

Voyager K9 Appearal

volunteers! Items may be dropped off at 
upcoming GPA-WI gatherings or given 
directly to any GPA-WI board member. 
This year, GPA-WI is using VolunteerSpot 
to enlist volunteers. Go to the GPA-WI 
website (www.gpawisconsin.org) and 
click on the VolunteerSpot link on the 
main page. Sign in with your e-mail 
address, view open volunteer slots, 
and voilà! Contact Stephanie Vierling 
at tomandstephie@gmail.com with 
questions or for more information.

2014 Gala 
Vendors

New Gala 

Vendor!

New Gala 

Vendor!

New Gala 

Vendor!
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Gala 2014

        schedule GALA

All-Day Activities
GPA-WI Adoption Booth: Located in the upstairs
mezzanine, featuring some of our adoptable dogs.

Blue Fund Bandanas: Raising funds to assist 
medical or special needs dogs.

Canine Massage: Pamper your pooch with choices of 
Reiki or canine massage with or without essential oils.

Radar Run: Clock your dog’s running speed.

Food Vendor: Refresh yourself with food and drink 
after a long day of shopping and mingling.

Grey Oaks Photography: Professional photos of your 
pet. Reservations required.

Nail Trims and Teeth Brushing: Located at the back 
loading dock. Nail trims $10/dog. Enzyme-based 
toothpaste gel and foam teeth brushing $5/dog.

Everything happening at the GPA-WI event of the year!

Event Schedule 
11:00 a.m. .............................................Blessing of the Hounds

11:10 a.m. .................................Group Roo! – A Gala Highlight

11:30 a.m. ............................................................Fashion Show

12:00 p.m. ....................................First set of Bag Raffles Ends

12:30 p.m. ...................................................Greyhound Contest

1:05 p.m. ............................Live Auction – Most Valuable Items

2:00 p.m. .................................Second set of Bag Raffles Ends

2:30 p.m. ...........................Costume Contest – Prizes Awarded

3:00 p.m. .....................................................Silent Auction Ends

3:30 p.m. ...........................Big Cash Raffle Winner Announced

3:45 p.m. .................................Third and Final Bag Raffle Ends

In addition to these scheduled times, 
donations may be given to any GPA-WI 
board member. 

• Sept. 14: GPA-WI cookout, DeForest

• Sept. 18: Kopp’s gathering, Greenfield

• Sept. 22: Yo Mamma gathering, 
Wauwatosa

• Oct. 2: Kopp’s gathering, Brookfield

Credit Cards Accepted

GPA-WI is able to accept most major credit 
cards for our retail items, raffle tickets and 
silent and live auction items! What better 
way to rack up those rewards points than 
on stylish new GPA-WI gear and super 
auction prizes? We accept Visa, Mastercard, 
Discover and American Express.

Gala Donation Dropoff

Every year, we are fortunate to receive a 
wide range of fabulous items from generous 
donors. These donations make it possible 
for our bag raffle and auctions to be so 
thrilling and successful. 

We accept donations of all kinds (they 
do not have to be dog-related) such as 
merchandise, gift baskets, gift certificates 
and/or cash, which may be used to help 
fund Gala or any of the other fundraising 
events GPA-WI has throughout the year. 

Please join us for one of our donation 
dropoff/social events, or contact the 
Donations Coordinator, Heather Hunt, 
at mkegreyhoundmom@gmail.com or 
at (414) 817-2301 to coordinate your 
donation. The greyhounds would be 
extremely grateful, and so would we.

Gala Reminders 

Address Label Reminder

Don’t forget to bring your address labels! 
This is a great way to save time when filling 
out your Bag Raffle tickets the day of the 

event! It also prevents 
those pesky hand cramps 
from writing and gives 
you more time to shop all 
of our fabulous vendors!!

couch potato press  I  pre-gala 2014    

Don’t 
Forget!

Gala 2014
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Featured Hounds

Several adoptable hounds are waiting for forever homes, including Schoene and Lenny. A few will be on 
hand for in-person snuggles!

Meet Schoene

Guten Tag! I’m Schoene Rea. My name is derived from the 
German word for beautiful, which people say fits me! Playful, 
affectionate and energetic, I love to zoom like a pup, though 
I turned seven in August. 

I’m a social butterfly, and I think people are tops! I love to 
greet them, but I calm quickly for pets and snuggles. I do 
love human food, so my new humans will need to remind 

me to keep all paws (and my tongue) on the ground and off the counters. Because 
of my energy, I would do best in a home without small children. I’m cat safe, though, 
and I’d really like another canine companion!

                    houndsFEATURED
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Meet Lenny

Hey there! Lenny’s my name, and relaxing’s my game. I’m a laid-back, smiley six-year 
old guy who would like nothing more than to sleep on a soft bed in a quiet house. I’ve 
gone blind from a genetic condition, but there will be no further complications and no 
pain or discomfort. 

I really have no trouble getting around my foster home — I look around and follow 
people with ease. Just like any other grey, I investigate the edges of a new room – it’s 
only when I walk right into someone that people realize I can’t see!

My foster mom says I’ve adapted wonderfully to my condition, and that life with a blind dog is really pretty easy. I’ve 
learned many new voice commands in just a few short weeks in foster, proving that I’m smart as well as willing 
to please, as long as I understand what’s expected of me. I’ll just need some additional time 
to learn my way around your home. I “see” with my nose and ears, so using scent cues and 
voice commands helps me to acclimate quickly. I love to be talked 
to! She also says I’m the most loving, cuddly, soft, sweet and 
playful grey she’s yet had the pleasure to meet!

I thrive in routine and structure, and would do great in an 
organized home with a regular schedule.



will feature merchandise with our new logo! 
Stop by, grab a new shirt, hat or trinket, and 
be part of this exciting time for GPA-WI.

GPA-WI Open Volunteer Positions

Do you love greyhounds? Have you toyed 
with the idea of becoming more involved 
with GPA-WI? The board is in need of 
people to fill two coordination positions.

We will have two vacancies this fall, for the 
positions of Foster Home Coordinator and 
Adoption Coordinator for eastern Wis-
consin. For more information, including 
specific duties for each position, visit our 
website at www.gpawisconsin.org/about-
gpa-wisconsin.

Thank-you Picnic

Come one, come all to Token Creek Park 
(shelter 5), DeForest, on September 14! 
Please join us in a “Thank You” to all of our 

GPA-WI Has a New Logo!

While proudly donning your GPA-WI 
apparel, has anyone ever asked you, “What 
does GPA stand for?” 

Most of the time, a longwinded explanation 
follows of how it doesn’t stand for grade 
point average, but something so much 
cooler! Has this happened to you? Take 
heart! In honor of GPA’s 25th anniversary, 
we’re launching a new logo, which now 
includes our full name and an outline of the 
state of Wisconsin. 

Better still: The GPA-WI Gala retail booth 

More GPA-WI News

adopters, volunteers and supporters! The 
fun kicks off at noon. GPA-WI will provide 
the grilled food and condiments. If you 
need a vegetarian option, please contact us 
and let us know. Please bring a dish to pass 
if you’d like! Alcohol is permitted (BYO!), 
but please drink responsibly. 

Leashed dogs are welcome with current 
rabies and county pet licenses. There is a 
fenced dog park within walking distance. 
We will have day permits for $5.00 if you 
don’t have a dog park license.

The event will happen rain or shine! We 
have a great shelter area with fireplaces and 
lots of picnic tables. Please also bring any 
Gala donations you might have!

Questions/Vegetarian requests? Contact 
Shawn Winkler at swinkler0187@charter.
net.

4 couch potato press  I  pre-gala 2014    
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upcoming

summer 2014

Hello again, GPA-WI family…

Summer is finally here! The 
hounds adore the warmer 
weather following the frigid 
winter. In GPA-WI world, 
summer means golfing…

for greyhounds! Golfing for 
Greyhounds will be held Sunday, 
August 24 at Door Creek Golf Course 
in Cottage Grove. While this is a major 
fundraiser for GPA-WI, it’s also major 
fun! We’re looking for volunteers – the 
more the merrier! We have lots of areas 
to operate, like a silent auction, retail 
booth and more. Volunteer hounds and 
their humans are also welcome for an 
hour or so at a time to visit the holes. 

Golfers don’t have to be highly skilled 
to play, and there are tons of prizes 
to win, including a 50/50 raffle that’s 

been worth more than $2,000 in past 
events. We’ll have putting challenges 
and contests for each hole, so there are 
lots of chances to win. If you’d rather not 
swing a club, we are accepting donations 
for auction items, like gift cards, snacks 
and other prizes (not necessarily dog-
related). Holes can also be sponsored 
in exchange for a financial gift. 

If you’re interested in golfing, contact 
Wendy or Gar by August 18 at 608-658-
2071 or wendylovesgreyhounds@gmail.
com. Those interested in volunteering 
should also contact Wendy or Gar as 
soon as possible. Thank you for all of 
your help spreading the word about 
greyhound adoption throughout the 
year. We hope to see you on the links!

Kim Good
Acting President, GPA-WI

THEPresident’s Message

HAWS Pet Fair
August 16  I  Menomonee Falls

6th Annual Golfing for 
Greyhounds

August 24  I  Door Creek Golf 
Course, Cottage Grove

Coldstone Creamery Gathering
September 3  I  Delafield

GPA-WI Cookout
September 14  I  Token Creek Park, 

DeForest 

GPA-WI Brewers Outing
September 6  I  Milwaukee 

Kopp’s Gathering
September 9  I  Glendale

Kopp’s Gathering
September 18  I  Greenfield

Yo Mama Gathering
September 22  I  Wauwatosa

Kopp’s Gathering
October 2  I  Brookfield

20th Annual Greyhound 
Gala Gathering

October 18  I  Waukesha

Join us on Sunday, August 24 at Door 
Creek Golf Course in Cottage Grove. 
Registration and the putting contest start 
at 7 am, and golfing starts at 8 am. 

We’ll have prizes, fun and greyhounds! 
Come on out for a greyt time!

Not a golfer? Volunteer! We could use 

humans and a few hounds throughout  
the day. 

To register or volunteer, contact 
Wendy or Gar at 608-658-2071 or 
wendylovesgreyhounds@gmail.com.  
Registration must be in by August 18.

See you there!

Golfing for Greyhounds is Coming!
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GPA-WI Events
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Annual Greyhound Gala

GPA-WI’s 20th Annual Greyhound Gala 
is fast approaching! Be sure to clear your 
calendars for the big day on Saturday, 
October 18, from 10 am to 4 pm. We 

are accepting donations of resale, live 
and silent auction items and bag raffle 
items at this time, as well as signing up 
volunteers! Items may be dropped off 
at Golfing for Greyhounds on August 
24 or given directly to any GPA-WI 
board member. Stay tuned tfor other 
upcoming drop-off dates and locations!
Raffle tickets will also be mailed within the 
next few weeks. Please consider purchasing 

one, two or twenty and getting your friends 
to do the same. The hounds thank you! 
Money and tickets can be turned in to any 
board member at GPA-WI events leading 
up to Gala, as well as the day of the event. 
Tickets will also be for sale onsite at Gala.

To volunteer, contact Stephanie Vierling at 
tomandstephie@gmail.com.  See you there! 

Calling Gala Donations

Every year, we are fortunate to receive 
a wide range of fabulous items from 
generous donors. These donations make it 
possible for our bag raffle and auctions to 
be so thrilling and successful. We accept 
donations of all kinds (they do not have to 
be dog-related) such as merchandise, gift 
baskets, gift certificates and/or cash, which 
may be used to help fund Gala or any of 
the other fundraising events GPA-WI has 
throughout the year. Please join us for one 
of our donation drop-off/social events 

Grab Your Calendar!

(listed in the events calendar) or contact 
Heather Hunt, Donations Coordinator, at 
414-817-2301 or mkegreyhoundmom@
gmail.com to coordinate your donation. 
The greyhounds would be extremely 
grateful, and so would we!

Annual GPA-WI Brewers Outing

Join us at Miller Park on 
Saturday, September 6, 
for the annual GPA-WI 
Brewers Outing! 

Tickets are $25 each, and a portion 
of the proceeds benefits GPA-WI. 
Game time is 6:10, versus the National 
Leauge Central Division rival St. 
Louis Cardinals. Seats are limited. 

Contact Keith Brandenburg at 
kbrandenburg1@wi.rr.com for 
tickets and information.

‘your charity donation is just genius!’”

In total, the couple raised $3,380: $1,400 for 
Harvesters and $1,980 for GPA-WI.

“These numbers are just great — so much 
better than a new toaster,” said Justin. 

Interested in creating your own charity 
registry to celebrate a special event in your 
life? Contact GPA-WI at 414-299-9473 
today!

A Greyt Wedding Gift
Newlyweds Seek GPA-WI Donations in Lieu of Gifts

Bernie took 
part in Lauren 
and Justin’s 
engagement 
photos.

Janesville, Wis., residents and Bernie the 
greyhound’s parents, Lauren Bizorik and 
Justin Hubbard, joined hands in marriage 
on April 26 in their hometown of Kansas 
City, Mo. Their wedding included several 
of the typical wedding components: a 
church ceremony, a limo ride, a four-
tiered wedding cake. But their wedding 
gift registry was quite unique: The 

couple asked guests to make charitable 
donations in lieu of wedding gifts.

The couple requested donations in their 
honor to one of two charities: Greyhound 
Pets of America-WI or Harvesters—The 
Community Food Network in Kansas 
City. “We wanted to give guests more than 
one option, so we were able to collect 
donations for a human charity and our 
favorite animal charity,” said Justin. 

Several wedding guests raved about 
the idea. “Mike, one of my mom’s 
cousins, was the first person to 
approach Justin and I to talk to us 
at the reception,” said Lauren. “And 
the first thing out of his mouth was, 
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Hi There! My name is Miley, but you can 
call me by my race name, My Fifty. I’m 
currently seeking my forever couch — I 
mean, home. Do you think we might have a 
love connection? I hope so! 

I’m 1 ½ years old, I’m a girl (of course!) and 
I weigh 65 pounds.My foster mom says I’m 
playful, but gentle. (I do try!) She also says 
I’m very smart and easygoing. I love being 
around my people, and I’m really good 
at sharing my toys with my furry foster 
siblings. I’m even good at playing with the 
miniature version of me (my foster family’s 
Italian greyhound), which means I’m small-
dog (and cat) friendly. 

I have an injury that is being nursed back 

to health, a broken hock that we all thought 
would heal on its own (even the vet said 
so). We just learned that I will probably 
need surgery,  but I should be as good 
as new! I’m really cute and available for 
adoption! Want to know more about me? 
If so, contact Chris Straka at cstraka11@
hotmail.com.

                    hound
MY FIFTY MILEY
FEATURED

Dear Freddy, 
Last week, I took myself for a stroll around 
the block…for a few days. I didn’t really 
mean to be gone that long, but humans kept 
running at me whenever I stopped to sniff. 
When they’d get close, I’d freak out and take 

Freddy’s View from the Couch

to safely capture it versus pushing it 
toward hazards, such as busy roads.
Blow a squaker IF the path between 
the squaker and greyhound is safe.

GPA-WI can deploy a live trap in the 
event a greyhound’s general location is 
known, but the animal evades capture. 
This is a safe cage, essentially, that 
searchers bait with something from 
the missing greyhound’s home.

In the event of a lost greyhound, contact 
GPA-WI’s lost greyhound line anytime, 
day or night, at 414-301-2599. It’s much 
easier to assemble and then cancel 
volunteers if a dog comes home quickly 
than to lose precious early minutes waiting 
to be sure the missing animal is truly lost.
—Sincerely, Freddy

off. Why did they keep scaring me like that 
when all I wanted to do was rest? I’m home 
now, but I would have been home a lot 
sooner if they would have left me alone.
—Sincerely, Lost (but now found) in Lomira

Dear Lost,
I’m glad you’re safe! Humans absolutely 
hate it when we take it upon ourselves 
to explore the world. When we do, they 
search all over – they’re terrified that they’ll 
never see us again! Still, humans should 
follow these steps when encountering 
a greyhound they believe to be lost:
Never, ever chase or run up to a presumably 
lost greyhound. Instead, make low 
comforting sounds and offer treats, if 
you have them, to gently lure the dog 
close enough to calmly attach a leash.

Search with a group of people, if 
possible, and coordinate movement. 
By slowly closing in on the lost 
greyhound, searchers are more likely 
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providing frequent potty breaks due to 
side effects from the medication and 
making regular visits to WVRC for 
monitoring. After many trips back to 
WVRC, Windy was finally diagnosed 
with an underlying autoimmune disorder 
called acquired thrombocytopenia, which 
causes a dangerously low blood platelet 
count. All the while, Windy adjusted to 
life in a home under Heather’s patient 
guidance. She learned how to play 
nice with kitties, that she could NOT 
use the rug for a toilet, that dead birds 
are neither treats nor toys, and most 
importantly, that retirement is greyt!

Before long, Windy’s health progressed 
to the point that she no longer needed 
to be in a foster home and was ready 
for a forever family. Gar and I dog-sat 
for Windy to see if she might fit with 
our aging pack, and she was perfect. 

Our hearts were 
still healing from 
saying goodbye to 
our Zippy some 
months before, but 
we hoped that, just 
maybe, having a 
very young dog in 
our home would 
bring us more 
smiles and help 
our old pack stay 
active and alert. 

They say that love finds you when you 
aren’t even looking for it and that is just 
what happened. Windy was, and is, love in 
the form of a little black greyhound. She 
needed us as much as we needed her, and 
after her final check-up at WVRC on July 
30, 2013, we brought her home for good. 
She has had a few challenges just like any 
puppy, but is such a happy and fun little 
girl and we are thrilled to have her in our 
family. She will need monitoring to ensure 
her platelet disorder remains in remission. 
If it does not she will need treatment 
again, but Windy stands a good chance of 
enjoying a healthy and happy retirement.

GPA-WI is the real champion of this 
story. Volunteers noticed the severity 
of Windy’s illness and made sure she 
received the finest medical care. They 
also provided a safe, loving, long-term 
foster home and taught her how to 
retire in style. With Windy’s expenses 
totaling more than $6,800, donations to 
GPA-WI’s Blue Fund ensured that she 
received care for as long as she needed. 

Thank you, GPA-WI, for trusting us 
to take Windy home for good. We 
could not be happier! On behalf of 
Windy and all the other dogs who 
benefit from the Blue Fund, we urge 
everyone to consider donating so 
more dogs can have the wonderful 
outcome that our Windy has had!

Windy (FA Windy) landed in GPA-WI’s 
adoption program in February 2013, and 
luckily so. The two-year-old girl with the 
spunky ears came from Alabama on a 
haul of ex-racers. Soon after her arrival, 
GPA-WI volunteers Therese MacMillan 
and Michele Johnson noticed that Windy 
was very lethargic and that her gums 
were pale. They quickly loaded her into 
the car and made a harrowing trip to the 
Wisconsin Veterinary Referral Center 
(WVRC) in Waukesha for an assessment.

Windy was stabilized at WVRC and 
tested for a number of illnesses. She 
weighed a meager 39 pounds, and test 
results revealed that she had a tick-borne 
disease called ehrlichia. Her care was 
shifted to GPA-WI foster parent and 
volunteer Heather Hunt. Heather nursed 
Windy for several months, administering 
medication, feeding frequent small meals, 

Blue Fund Success Story

It Takes a Village: Windy’s “Tail” by Wendy Hecht, GPA-WI volunteer
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IN THIS
Online Newsletter 

You can read current and past editions of 
The Couch Potato Press online at www.
gpawisconsin.org/learn/newsletters.
If you’d like to receive an electronic copy 
instead of a paper copy, please let us know 
by emailing records@gpawisconsin.org.

Get Involved!

GPA-WI is looking for volunteers to staff 
meet-and-greet events across the state. 
These events are crucial in connecting 
greyhounds with potential adopters. 
Meet-and-greet events are typically held 
at pet supply stores for a few hours on 
either a Saturday or Sunday on a regularly 
scheduled day or days each month. Contact 
Jackie Blackburn (jaclyn.a.blackburn@

April is National Adopt-a-
Greyhound Month!

Watch and listen for GPA-WI in the 
media this month and share a greyt 

message of adoption!

Greyhound Painting
April 6, 2014   I   Wauwatosa

Lake Walk for Cancer
May 3, 2014  I   Oconomowoc

Make a Difference Monday
May 12, 2014   I   Quaker Steak and 

Lube New Berlin

Emerald Kennel Spa Day
June 7, 2014  I   Burlington

Mounds Dog Fest
June 8, 2014   I  Sun Prairie

HAWS Pet Fair
August 16, 2014   I  Menomonee 

Falls

6th Annual Golfing for 
Greyhounds

August 24, 2014   I  Door Creek Golf 
Course in Cottage Grove

20th Annual Greyhound 
Gala Gathering

October 18, 2014   I  Waukesha

upcoming

spring 2014

gmail.com) for more information! 

Contact GPA-WI

414-301-2599: to report a loose, 
lost or found greyhound.

414-299-9473: to discuss 
adoption, to volunteer, to donate 
and for all other messages.

records@gpawisconsin.org: to update 
your contact information or share 
the passing of a beloved hound.

Corrigendum: The February 2014 issue 
stated that Emily Talbert staffed the 
PetSmart-West meet and greet every 
month in 2013; it should have read 
that Talbert staffed the PetSmart-West 
meet and greet every other month.

More GPA-WI News

Every year, golf and greyhound enthusiasts 
gather for a fun-filled day to benefit the 
hounds. Golfing for Greyhounds is not only 
a blast, it’s also a very important fundraiser, 
with last year’s event bringing in over 
$9,500 for GPA-Wisconsin!

Golfers of all skill levels are invited to 
join us on Sunday, August 24 at the Door 
Creek Golf Course in Cottage Grove, 
WI. The format is a fast paced 4-person 
scramble with a contest and prize on 
every hole. There will also be a putting 
contest, silent auction, 50/50 cash raffle, 
GPA retail booth and raffle prizes. 

Registration starts at 7 a.m. with a shotgun 
start at 8 a.m. The $80 per person fee 
includes golf, cart, games, prizes and lunch. 
As a bonus, there will be some long-legged 
cheerleaders out on the course to greet you 
— in the form  of greyhounds, of course! 
Even if you’re not a golfer, there are still 
lots of ways to get involved. You can donate 
prizes or gift cards, sponsor a hole, recruit 
hole sponsors and golfers, or volunteer 
on the day of the event. So tee up for the 
Sixth Annual Golfing for Greyhounds 
event and score one for the hounds!

(Questions? Contact Shawn Winkler 
at swinkler0187@charter.net.)

  Mark Your Scorecard! 
  Sixth Annual Golfing for Greyhounds



The Gala became an annual event and 
moved to its current home at the Waukesha 
County Expo Center, a location easier to 
access for people from across Wisconsin. 
Attendance grew, and so did interest in 
greyhound adoption. For the first time, 
people living outside the immediate 
vicinity of one of Wisconsin’s five dog 
tracks were being introduced to the breed. 
As tracks in Wisconsin began to close in 
the early 2000s, GPA-WI used its expanded 
network to place even more dogs in homes 
across Wisconsin and the country. 

McCracken retired from GPA-WI in 2001 
to focus on her veterinary practice. She 
continued to work with the organization 
she founded, housing dogs and providing a 
portion of the veterinary services. GPA-WI 
began kenneling retired racers at Emerald 
Kennel in Burlington, its present home. 

Many of the early volunteers have moved 
on from GPA-WI, allowing new people 
the opportunity to contribute their talents 
and share their love of greyhounds. 
Thanks to their hard work, GPA-WI is 
thriving, with over 200 active volunteers 
who engage in education, fundraising, 
animal transport and care and more.
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GPA-WI Birthday!

by Jackie Blackburn

In the late eighties, Dr. Rebecca 
McCracken practiced veterinary 

medicine on her farm near Sturtevant. 
Already interested in animal athletes, 
McCracken began treating racers from 
greyhound farms in other states and 
developed a reputation for specializing 
in the dogs. Before long, McCracken fell 
in love with the breed and began housing 
retired racers in a kennel at her veterinary 
facility while finding them adoptive homes. 
McCracken joined the national GPA and 
formed the Wisconsin chapter in 1989 
while continuing her veterinary practice. 
McCracken’s work expanded to treat racers 
in 1990, when Dairyland Greyhound 
Park opened in nearby Kenosha. 

Word of organized greyhound adoption 
began spreading. Thanks to the power 
of the Internet, adopters and prospective 
adopters began connecting through 
online groups; two who eventually met 
in person, Ellen Schneiderman and 
Katie Traxel, both adopted greyhounds 
through McCracken. The trio became 
friends, and Schneiderman and Traxel 
volunteered to help manage the 
expanding adoption program, which was 
facilitating about 20 adoptions annually. 

by Wendy Hecht, GPA-WI volunteer

The group developed and distributed 
the first Couch Potato Press to those 
who had adopted greyhounds through 
McCracken and began fundraising 
efforts. Schneiderman and Traxel saw that 
greyhound adoption groups outside of 
Wisconsin were hosting fundraising galas, 
so they decided to plan one for GPA-WI. 
The inaugural Gala Greyhound Gathering 
was held in 1994 at the Racine Kennel 
Club to raise money for and awareness 
of the group. Volunteers peppered local 
businesses for donated raffle items, 
chairs and tables were borrowed from 
just about everywhere and friends and 
family were recruited to staff the event. 
The event raised $1,000, hosted 100 
attendees and was considered a success. 

From 1994 on, interest grew, and so did 
the organization. GPA-WI worked with 
other smaller adoption groups in the 
state, eventually becoming the primary 
source for greyhound adoption outside 
of tracks. Board members were added, 
including some from outside southeastern 
Wisconsin. These volunteers helped 
maintain McCracken’s kennel, facilitated 
adoptions and conducted meet-and-greet 
events beyond the Racine-Kenosha area. 

This year marks the 25th anniversary of GPA-WI—twenty-five years of providing wagging tails, wet noses and 
snaggly smiles with loving homes in Wisconsin. Since its inception in 1989, GPA-WI has facilitated adoptions of 
thousands of retired racing greyhounds, either directly into homes in Wisconsin or in cooperation with adoption 
groups across the country. 
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What’s HappeningWhat’s Happening                 hounds
SEEKING SPECIAL HOMES
Our featured hounds are both “special needs” dogs who have been waiting awhile to find forever homes. 
They’ve been wonderful guests in their foster homes, but it’s high time they found families of their own!

SPECIAL What’s Happening

Meet Burrito Meet Toby
This burrito is more mild than hot. He’s a sweet, 
gentle boy who is listed as “special needs” because 
of his shy and tentative nature. He can be convinced 
that loud or sudden noises spell his doom so he’ll 
need a quieter home with a steady routine. 

His recovery from torn plantar 
ligament surgery has gone very well 
and he loves squeaky toys, belly 
rubs and being near his peeps. 
Burrito needs time to get to know 
people (especially men) before 
giving them his heart — but once 
he does, he’ll definitely be your 
BFF!

Toby’s tail gets plenty of 
exercise, what with all the 
wagging! He’s a friendly, 
people-loving guy and isn’t 
too proud to beg for a hug. 
Toby is four years old and 
has an autoimmune disorder 
called lupus, with the common symptom of scaly 
skin and loss of pigment in his nose. His condition is 
kept under control with daily medication. Toby knows 
that his ailment doesn’t define him and he hopes 
his “special someone” will know it, too. This happy, 
outgoing boy has a greyt deal of life and love to 
bestow on his adopter!

Freddy’s View from the Couch

Dear Freddy, 
My humans make so many tasty treats for 
themselves! Every day, they gather in the food 
room and create meals that smell heavenly. 
Every once in a while, they give me a little 
bit—some chicken here, a carrot there, you 
know. Lately I’ve been feeling the urge to 
help myself when no one’s looking. I feel so 
naughty, but it smells so good! Is there any 
reason I shouldn’t indulge my inner longings?
—Hungry in Hartland

Dear Hungry,
What you’re feeling is natural, but I must 
warn you: Human food is not always for 

dogs! Plenty of everyday foods are toxic 
to dogs, and you should absolutely not 
help yourself. Your humans should also 
refrain from habitually giving you scraps 
from the table and instead put very small 
amounts of healthy, safe treats, such as 
carrots and cooked chicken breast (NO 
bones or fat) in your bowl. In addition to 
being unsafe, human food is packed with 
fat and calories that are unhealthy for dogs. 

Here’s a list of items that are hazardous, 
even deadly, for dogs (compiled from 
the ASPCA, Humane Society of the 
United States and Animal Planet): 

Human foods that are safe, in 
moderation, include the following:

All treats should be cut into small pieces. 
Stop eating human food immediately if 
it causes stomach upset. Good luck, and 
thanks for writing!    
—Sincerely, Freddy

Green beans 
Carrot sticks 
Cucumber slices 
Zucchini slices 
Apple slices 
(without seeds) 
Cooked lean meats 
Baked potatoes (no 
unripe potatoes or 

potato plants) 
Bread (no raisin 
bread or raw bread 
dough) 
Unsalted pretzels 
Bananas 
Unsalted almonds 
Plain, cooked pasta 

Avocado
Apple seeds
Apricot pits
Bread dough (the 
yeast is toxic, 
like alcohol)
Cherry pits
Chocolate
Coffee
Ethanol (including 

ethyl alcohol, 
grain alcohol and 
drinking alcohol)
Grapes
Gum
Hops
Macadamia nuts
Moldy foods
Mushrooms
Mustard seeds

Onions and garlic
Peach pits
Raw potatoes or 
potato peels
Raisins
Raw meat
Rhubarb leaves
Salt

Tea
Tomato leaves and 
stems (green parts)
Walnuts
Xylitol (non-caloric 
sweetener used in 
sugar-free gum and 
baked products)
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What’s Happening

In memory of ...
Gracie Schneiderman

Rex Johnson

Signal Zukaitis

McGrady Paulus

Ruki Wodehouse-Muthupandiyan

Taz Hugo

Jog Smith

Inna Summer-Beebe

Turbo Synder-Davenport

Koosh Pray-Kim

Seeker Magalska

Epic Paque

Tami Michel

New adoptions
Joy Barger

Lucy Williams

Cooper Summer-Beebe

Commander Lochner

Lucy Lu Amundson

Sally Cords

Bella Welcher

Botch Toslek

Argus Kasten-Goehler

Izzie McVicar-Losenegger

Edge Woodside

Wahoo Hanson

Dugan Johnson

Indy Boeck

       Memorials
          & adoptions

Lauren has been volunteering for GPA-WI since 2010. She 
handles the layout and graphic design of the Couch Potato 
Press (CPP). Lauren’s background is in journalism, and she 
works full time for the Wisconsin REALTORS® Association 
in Madison, Wis., as the Editor of the trade group’s monthly 
publication, Wisconsin Real Estate Magazine. While she 
occasionally works with graphic design professionally, she 
enjoys working on the CPP layout as well as other graphic 
projects in her free time. 

Lauren hosts the monthly Janesville-area GPA-WI meet and greet, and also plans 
to add adoption coordination to her volunteer duties later in 2014. Lauren and 
her soon-to-be husband, Justin Hubbard, live in Janesville with their greyhound 
Bernie and their cat Kay.

Meet Your Newsletter Team!

Jackie serves as an editor and writer for the Couch Potato 
Press, working with other volunteers to develop story ideas 
into pieces for the newsletter. She began volunteering in this 
capacity in 2013. 

Her day job is as a copy editor for a small publishing 
company in Milwaukee that specializes in medical and risk 
information for travelers. Jackie and her husband, Matt, live 
in Milwaukee with greyhound Freddy, in Freddy’s house.

Terri has been volunteering with GPA-WI for over a year. 
She currently works as the Public Information Coordinator 
for the Humane Society of Jefferson County. She writes and 
publishes many of the shelter’s external materials, making 
her a perfect fit as an editor for the Couch Potato Press. She 
updates and maintains the shelter’s Facebook page and 
much of their website content. Terri also takes pictures of 
the adoptable pets and crafts their stories and descriptions 
for Petfinder.com. 

In addition to her duties with GPA-WI, she is also on the Board of Directors 
for Racer Placers, Inc., which rescues and finds loving homes for Standardbred 
horses who are retired from racing (or can no longer race for other reasons). 
Terri and her husband, Mark, also serve as a foster home for Racer Placers, Inc., 
keeping several adoptable horses on their property. She shares her home with her 
greyhound Poe, Squeegee the pug, and cats Truman, Fidgie and Tinker.

Jackie Blackburn   LEAD WRITER AND EDITOR

Terri Presper  EDITOR

Lauren Bizorik   GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Let us know! 

Want to write an article for the 
newsletter? Have article ideas 
or newsletter feedback? 

Email Jackie Blackburn at:
jaclyn.a.blackburn@gmail.com



Danette’s furry family includes her 
greyhounds Montana and Nadal and her 
18-year-old cat, Bailey.

Heather Hunt
Thank you!
Heather began 
volunteering with GPA 
in November 2002 by 
attending a monthly 
Meet and Greet in Brookfield with her 
hound Diana. Over time, she took on 
more responsibilities by becoming the 
Events Coordinator for Milwaukee, 
joining the board, doing home visits, 
coordinating gala bag raffles 
and taking over as Adoption 
Coordinator when Tonia 
Powers retired. She has helped 
many dogs find their forever 
homes, including too many 
special hounds to name just a 
few. Although she has retired 
from the board, Heather
remains active with GPA-
WI by fostering, helping as 
an Adoption Representative, 
assisting with donation 
coordination and attending 
events with her greys Diana and 
Annie.

Kay Fleming 
Welcome!
Please welcome Kay as our 
new Milwaukee Area Events 
and Volunteer Coordinator. 
She lives in Hubertus and 
is the proud mama of her 
greyhound Brandy. Kay is 
a bit camera shy (hence no 
picture!) but she is eager to 
begin her new duties for GPA-
WI. If you have any questions 

about volunteering or events, please 
email Kay at kfleming4897@live.com 
and she will be happy to help you! 

Chris Straka 
Welcome!
Please join us in 
welcoming Chris as 
our newest board 
member. Chris has 
served GPA-WI for 
four years and is 
currently our Dog 
Intake Coordinator and Kennel Manager.
   He works hard to ensure the health and
                 safety of our hounds and helps 
             us bring in dogs from multiple 
 states. Welcome aboard, Chris!
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There’s a Change. in the Air ...

John Henninger 
Thank you!
John is a long-time 
volunteer and friend 
of GPA-WI. He has 
held the positions 
of Kennel Manager, Greyhound 
Gala Vendor Coordinator and, most 
importantly, President of the Board of 
Directors. He joined the board in 2010 
and served diligently for four years, 
ensuring that hundreds of greyhounds 
found their forever homes. While he 
may be retired from the board, you will 
still find John helping with retail at our 
three major fundraisers (Gala, Golfing 
for Greyhounds and Pins 4 Paws.) 
He also looks forward to continuing 
to attend kennel days at Emerald. 
When not spending time with his GPA 
family, John plans to work on the home 
to-do list that has built up during his 
time on the board. He is the proud 
parent of greyhounds Erin and Walker.

Danette Aberle
Thank you!
Danette has been 
with GPA since 2003 
and began serving 
as the Madison Area 
Events Coordinator after her election to 
the board in 2007. Danette will retire on 
May 1. She has placed many greyhounds 
in their forever homes over the years and 
plans to keep on fostering, attending meet 
and greets and doing home visits while 
continuing her duties as an Adoption 
Representative. Looking back, Danette 
remembers when there was just a “rag tag” 
team doing meet and greets at PetSmart 
East in Madison — and only when they 
could throw one together. “Oh, how 
the group has expanded!” she says. 

The GPA-WI Board of Directors extends its sincere thanks to three greyt and dedicated board members who 
recently retired. Without them, this organization wouldn’t be what it is today! We’d also like to give a warm 
welcome to our newest board member as well as our new Milwaukee Area Events and Volunteer Coordinator.

Meet Your Newsletter Team!

YOU MUST PRESENT THIS AD!
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Nutrition News

Some years ago, I asked my veterinarian about feeding a raw diet to one of my greyhounds with digestive 
issues. He quickly told me never to feed a raw diet as there were too many concerns about illness caused 
by salmonella and E. coli. On a subsequent visit to the same clinic shortly after that, another vet with 
greyhound experience asked me if I had considered feeding a raw diet. She explained that raw meat was 
one component of a racer’s diet and encouraged me to research commercially prepared raw diets. 

Since then, raw foods have been a daily part of my greyhounds’ meals with good results. The following is a 
brief introduction to raw feeding, concentrating on commercially prepared frozen products as these contain 
an appropriately balanced meal and are the easiest to use.  

Fresh Facts on Raw Food           

may benefit from food with a single 
protein source, fewer ingredients and less 
processing. A raw diet may aid in weight 
loss or weight gain as the quality of the 
protein is high and species appropriate. A 
raw food should not depend on vegetables 
and grains to reach appropriate protein 
levels. A meat based diet is important in 
maintaining good muscle mass especially 
as the dog ages. Unlike kibble diets, raw 
foods will not stick to teeth and contain 
natural enzymes to support dental health.

What about the safety of feeding 
raw diets?

The concern with bacteria present in raw 
food is the same for any food we handle 
and feed to our greyhounds. There are 
many strains of bacteria in the digestive 
tract of our dogs (and our own!). The key 
factor to maintaining a healthy gut and 
a healthy dog is to keep an appropriate 
balance of both healthy and undesirable 
bacteria. A healthy dog’s digestive tract 
is capable of handling Salmonella and 
other types of bacteria in some amounts. 

Recent dog food recalls have included 
dry kibble containing Salmonella. In 
some cases, the recall has not been due 
to ill dogs, but rather to concern about 
the humans handling the food. It is easy 

to grab a handful of our greyhound’s 
dry food and not think of immediately 
washing our hands. We would not think 
of handling the chicken we are about to 
cook for dinner and then grab a snack 
without washing our hands and any dishes 
the food may have touched. Think of your 
dog’s food and dishes in the same way.  

Use the same safe food handling practices 
and wash your greyhound’s bowl after 
every meal whether you feed raw, canned 
or kibble. There may be times when raw 
food is not the best choice. If your dog 
has a disease which compromises his 
immune system or is on a medication 
which limits the immune functions such 
as steroids, or if a human in the household 
has similar health concerns, a cooked diet 
may be a better choice. (Home-cooked 
diets will be the subject of a future article.)  
Reputable brands of commercially 
prepared raw food hold to high standards 
with some putting their foods through 
a Hydrostatic High Pressure process 
(HHP) to eliminate potential pathogens.

How do I start to feed raw food?  

Do some homework to familiarize 
yourself with the raw brands available in 
your area. Introduce any new food slowly. 
Current thoughts on transitioning and 

What makes up the raw diet?

The components in a balanced raw 
diet may include muscle meat, organ 
meat, ground bone (or other calcium 
source), vegetables, fruits, vitamins and 
minerals. Most companies will base their 
formulas on a prey model. This means 
that a critter your greyhound would 
hunt and eat in the backyard consists 
of mostly muscle followed by organs 
and bones. Any plant material would be 
what has been partially digested by the 
prey animal. The vegetables and fruits 
used in a raw diet will be finely ground 
to be better digested by your dog. Many 
brands will complete their formula by 
adding vitamins while others will meet 
those needs with only fresh ingredients.

Why would I choose to feed the 
raw diet?

My dog had digestive concerns 
accompanied by the familiar “greyhound 
gas.” It took months to find a dry food 
that he could tolerate. Then the company 
changed the formula and we were back 
to searching for another food. Raw food 
can be easier to digest than processed 
foods. It contains natural enzymes which 
are lacking in processed products. Dogs 
with allergies and food intolerances 

by Kathleen Folz, GPA-WI volunteer
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by Kathleen Folz, GPA-WI volunteer feeding kibble and raw lean toward feeding 
them at separate meals. To transition, offer 
a tiny bit of thawed raw food as a snack 
at a time other than meal time. Gradually 
increase the amount of raw offered while 
decreasing the current food and move 
the raw feeding closer to the desired 
mealtime. Adding probiotics and digestive 
enzymes can help smooth the transition.

Isn’t raw food expensive?  

The cost of feeding a raw diet will depend 
on a few factors. The type of meat and 
other ingredients will be one factor.  
Chicken is usually the least expensive, 
followed by beef and turkey.  Meats such 
as lamb, venison and bison will be more 
expensive.  Convenience is another factor. 
Thawing and portioning a 10 lb. tube will 
be time consuming but may save money 
over more convenient patties or nuggets. 
A brief comparison looked at four brands 
of high quality dry foods and five brands 
of frozen raw foods. All foods were beef/
red meat formulas. The dry foods range 
from $2.48 to $3.32 per pound. The raw 
foods range from $2.79 to $4.99 per 
pound.  Proponents of raw foods point 
out that the health benefits may save 
money in future vet bills.  If you are 
concerned about the expense but 
want to feed some raw foods, you may 
consider supplementing by feeding 
raw one of two meals each day or at 
least a meal or two each week.

To learn more about feeding a 
species appropriate raw diet to your 
greyhound, look online for integrative 
veterinarians such as Dr. Karen 
Becker and Dr. Barbara Royal. Both 
veterinarians have published books and 
have information available online.   

Greyhound lovers had a ball on March 9 
at the Fourth Annual Pins 4 Paws event. 
Ninety-eight people enjoyed a “striking” 
good time at Towne and Country Lanes 
in Burlington with bowling, prizes, 
auction items and lunch. Eighty-eight 
attendees making up 16 teams bowled 
their hearts out for the hounds, and by 
the time the last pin dropped, over $5,000 
had been raised for GPA-Wisconsin!
Our sincere thanks to the businesses that 
donated auction items (see list to the 
right) and to everyone who organized, 
volunteered at, or participated in the 
event. Fundraisers like this help pay 
the bills—and we all know that in 
the rescue biz, there are bills aplenty! 
GPA-WI supporters always come 
through for the hounds, so two paws 
up and a giant “Roo” to you all! 

Event Recap: Fourth Annual Pins 4 Paws

Auction items generously 
donated by: 

Bark n Scratch Outpost, 
Milwaukee

Cytosport – Brian Mueller

Fast Friends Greyhound 
Adoption, Sarasota, FL

Fresh is Best

Natura

Nature’s Select Pet Products, 
Lake Barrington, IL

Pedal’rs Inn Bed and 
Breakfast, Wales, WI

Widmer’s Cheese Cellars, 
Theresa, WI

The Jewelry Center, 
Greenfield, WI

Napoli Restaurant, 
Burlington, WI

Zuke’s

      Thank You

GPA-WI Events
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Thank you to everyone who 
participated, helped, donated or 

otherwise partnered with us to make 
the 2013 Gala a huge success. Thank 
you to the Board of Directors, the Retail 
Coordinators, all of our generous donors, 
our set-up and tear-down crews, all of 
our countless Gala Volunteers, vendors, 
and finally, all of you who shopped or 
bought tickets to support the event. 

This year, the net earnings were nearly 
$31,000. The money raised will go 
directly to achieving our goal of helping 
more retired racing greyhounds find 
loving homes. We could not have done 
it without you! Thank you so much! 

We look forward to the 2014 Gala with 
much anticipation. Mark the date: 
October 18, 2014. See you there!
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THE

IN THIS

2014 Great Lakes Pet Expo

February 1, 2014   I  10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Wisconsin Expo Center/State Fair 

Park: 640 S. 84th St., Milwaukee

Visit the GPA-WI at booth #307! 

Some retail items will be available.

Pins 4 Paws

March 9, 2014   I  11 a.m. check-in

Towne & Country Lanes: 264 S. Pine 

St., Burlington 

Six per team, two teams per lane. 

Also enjoy a silent auction, 50/50 

raffle and GPA-WI retail. Fee is $25/

person. Pay at the event with cash 

or check. In need of donations for 

the silent auction! Email Michele 

Johnson at wolflovr@charter.net to 

sign up or to donate!

Healthy Pet Heartworm Clinic

April 26, 2014   I  1 – 4 p.m.

2501 E. Washington Ave., Madison

Healthy Pet Vet Clinic will host the 

Annual Greyhound Heartworm 

Clinic! No appointment necessary. 

Please note new clinic address, 

located behind McDonald’s in the 

Madison East Shopping Center.

upcoming

winter 2014

Greyhound Gala Recap 
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What’s Happening

Gobi Serafin

Lana Barger

Sable Kempken

Flyer Presper

Ruben McVicar-Losenegger

Ben Cappozzo

Cleopatra Soward-Gatford

Cindy Nickel

Duchess Strait

Speck Finley

Cowbody Strait

Mascot Hernandez

Ozzy Piltz

Lager Findlay

Herbie Phillips

Nation Schulkers

Boomer Heiking

Andrew May-Kozuk

Amy Gregory

Nixie Resan

Drake Stull

Barret Gregg

Carmel Day

Dixie Mattson

Cadbury Anderson-Reynolds

Polly Donley

Tattoo Owens

Bo Herndon

Leesha McVicar-Losenegger

Silver Wesolek

Zee Vierck-Posner

Rusty Resan

Topper Burch

Freddie Kiehnau

Jimmy Terpstra-Jarvensivu

Trey Anderson

Roxie Gangaway

Krystal Krueger

Beretta Caldwell-Overgaard

Boo Jackson-Lauber

Basil Robitaille

Roadie Brunner

Luna Kempken

Puddin Nauman

Bella Demetropoulos

Duce Gagnon

Xena Drifka

Greyson Londono-Culter

Jenny Fries-Bock

Kava Owens

Enterprise Beier

Oriole Gregory

Annie Brunelli

Banner Johnson

Millie Pallo

Millie Hunt

Annabelle Aberle

Penny Bell

Tazo Thelen-Dever

Bows Winkler-O’Donahue

Ruthy Winkler-O’Donahue

Bennett Evenson-Skoy

Ricky Felzer

Moonshine Morton

Dean Monson

Guiness Fisher

Tropper Brezonick

Bud Millard

Lucie Sunnock

Windsor Holl

Zippy Hecht-Zibrowski

Scotty Lange

Spike Michel

Jack Karger-Tift

Luke Strandt

Bayo Herndon

Mighty Venom Hernandez

Nico Gregg

Hooper Resan

Finn Tarrant

Ernest Mulvey-Gladenons

Soltice Vazquez-Kim

Lager Findlay

Skelly Byerly-Spanner

Buddy Halpin

Renly Milbauer

Panda Hunnicutt

Creeper Reed

Chloe Reed

Jughead Schultz

Roy Hoft-March

Crystal Kinjerski-Wolkomir

Hermes Stull

Mila Beau

Mechie Watson

Darryl Suckow

Gracie Bell

Danica Brady

Neko Kamm

Fiona George

Morty Wesolek

Charles Sandvig

Max Puent

Magic Markley-

Padmanabhan

Pam Jensen

Maddie Herrick

Ace Gangaway

Zoe London

Torrie Abbott

Windy Hecht-Zibrowski

Rohn Ametani-Sarnow

Luke Cutler

Macy Wisniewski

Aria Motsinger

Storm Kaszuba

Max Bergen

Salena Gilbertson

Alfie Schmidt

Tiger Felzer

Basil Robitaille

Leann Doll

Toby Latsch

Gettie Harrison

Roo Kussow

Roady Gill-Epping

Roadie Brunner

Bindia Rothe-Davidson

Roopert Dever

Gunner Gill

Polly Donley

Lexi Humpal

Rudy Skoy-Evenson

Bouncy Brezonick

El’zar Schmoller

Cadbury Anderson-Reynolds

Xena Drifka

Coach Mergener

Tinker Turner

Chevy Koran-Correll

Mr. Knightley Van DeWeghe-

Johnson

Groovin Carlson

Lunar Paquet

Molly Lochner

Diva LeMire-Houseman

Buck Chesky

Peter Kalisak-Schneck

Goliat Medina-Lopez

Jimmy Terpstra-Jarvensivu

Nadal Aberle

Greyhound Memorials and Adoptions

New adoptions In memory of ...



We’ve got something to crow about, and 
his name is Rooster! Or, just “Roo” for 
short. (Appropriate, no?) He’s a handsome, 
affectionate, five-year-old sweetie of a 
boy who loves to meet people and other 
dogs, too. In fact, the dog park is his 
favorite place just because he can make 
a variety of new friends in no time flat! 

Roo will do best in a home with another 
dog to keep him company, No cats, 
though ... he’s not a fan. He’ll also need 
a home without small children, but 
one where the bigger kids and adults 
in his life will have plenty of time and 

attention with which to shower him. 
Interested? Give us a call. Roo-mor has it 
he’ll find his forever home pretty quickly!

                    hound
WILL HE “ROO” HIS WAY INTO YOUR HEART?
FEATURED

Online Newsletter 

You can read current and past editions 
of The Couch Potato Press online at www.
gpawisconsin.org/learn/newsletters.
If you’d like to receive an electronic copy 

instead of a paper copy, please let us know 
by emailing records@gpawisconsin.org.

We Need YOU!

GPA-WI has several volunteer positions 
that need to be filled! Have you ever 
wanted to help hounds find their forever 
homes? If so, we are looking for people 
to help out with these functions: 
•	 Adoption Representatives 

(Eastern Wisconsin area) 
•	 Event/volunteer coordinating 

(Milwaukee area)
•	 Foster homes – ongoing need 

(throughout the state) 

As an all-volunteer organization, we 
rely soley on greyhound lovers to 
donate their time and talent. If you’ve 
ever thought about volunteering, 
now is the time! Contact Kim Good 
at kimberlyagood@gmail.com for 
more information. Thank you! 

Member Information Update

The Couch Potato Press goes to all GPA-WI 
adopters and others who wish to be on 
our mailing list. Please let us know about 
any changes or updates to your name, 
mailing/physical address, email addresses 
or phone numbers. It’s okay to send us an 
update if you’re not sure we have your new 
information. Cell or other phone numbers 
are very helpful when trying to track down 
the owner of a found greyhound, so please 
feel free to share any and all numbers 
that might aid us in that situation. 

You can also let us know about the 
passing of a beloved hound, so we may 
remember him or her in the newsletters 
and in our records. Send all information 
updates to: records@gpawisconsin.org. 

More GPA-WI News
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What’s Happening

Rooster takes a snooze at the Greyhound Gala.

WHO’S A 
GOOD HUMAN?

Greyhound Pets  of  Amer ica-WI

www.GPAWISCONSIN.org

I found a greyt home 

because people like 

you care enough to 

contribute. Race on 

over to GPA-WI’s 

website, use the 

Donate Now button 

on our home 

page to make a 

tax deductible 

donation, and help 

more hounds live 

happily ever after!

You are, when 
you donate 
to GPA-WI!
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GPA-WI Leadership

Board member since 2012
kimberlyagood@gmail.com

Kim handles coordination between 
other greyhound adoption groups and 
GPA National and assists in managing 
GPA-WI funds. She also acts as the 
liaison between the Board and the 
CPP Newsletter team. Kim is serving 
as the Eastern Wisconsin Adoption Coordinator and 
the Milwaukee Area Events and Volunteer Coordinator. 
She shares her home with her hounds Miles and Lexi.

Board member since 2013
wolflovr@charter.net

Michele orders and maintains GPA-WI 
retail merchandise and sends out online 
orders. She also handles vending duties at 
numerous events throughout the year. She 
has two greyhounds, Rex and Wheels, and 
a Shih Tzu named Max.

Welcome to 2014! The new year means new faces, so we would like to introduce you to the GPA-WI Board 
of Directors. In addition to the duties listed, every board member serves as an Adoption Representative to 
help hounds find their forever homes. The majority of our board members also serve as dedicated foster 
homes.
 
Along with the Board of Directors, we would also like to recognize just a few of our key volunteers. Without 
them, fulfilling our mission would not be possible!

Board member since 2008
rdmcvicar@tds.net

In addition to acting as Chapter 
Secretary, Rich is also the Central Region 
Adoption Coordinator and leads the lost 
greyhound team. Rich lives in Middleton 
with his wife, Laurel Losenegger, and 
their greyhound Fire.  Previous GPA-
Wisconsin hounds who have blessed 
their lives include Ruben, Leesha, Shannon and Jupiter.

Board member since 2012
cherylkmillard@gmail.com

Cheryl is the fund manager and liaison 
for finance matters between GPA-WI and 
GPA National. She counts and manages 
the cash and credit card machine sales for 
the Gala and sends thank you-notes for 
donations received. Cheryl has a hound 
named Twister and two Maine coon cats.

Board member since 2007
baileybirds@yahoo.com

Danette plans Madison meet and greets 
and recruits volunteers for these and 
other fundraisers. Danette has been with 
GPA since she adopted her first hound, 
Annabelle, in 2003. Her furry family 
members include greys Montana and 
Nadal and an 18-year-old cat named 
Bailey.

Board member since 2012
emilyjtalbert@gmail.com

Emily’s duties include maintaining 
database information and keeping records 
of available foster homes and where 
hounds are in the foster system. She 
approves vet care, arranges transport and 
keeps foster homes stocked with necessary 
supplies. Emily did the PetSmart West 
meet and greet every month last year and recently switched 
venues to the Sun Prairie Mounds. Her pets are hounds 
Hanna and Sly and cats Dodger and Peach.

Rich McVicar
CHAPTER SECRETARY

Kim Good
VICE PRESIDENT/ACTING PRESIDENT

Cheryl Millard
TREASURER

Michele Johnson
RETAIL COORDINATOR

Danette Aberle
MADISON-AREA EVENTS COORDINATOR

Emily Talbert
FOSTER HOME COORDINATOR
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GPA-WI Leadership

Board member since 2013
swinkler0187@charter.net

Shawn is a recent addition to the Board 
and looks forward to her increased 
involvement with GPA-WI. In addition 
to her greys Peewee and Mr. Who, 
Shawn has a flock of backyard chickens 
named Poppy, Tilly, Bippy, Nugget and 
Patty.

Board member since 2012
wendylovegreyhounds@gmail.com

As Compliance Officer, Wendy is a non-
voting board member who serves as a 
local link to the national organization. 
She has helped coordinate the Golfing 
for Greyhounds fundraising event since 
2008. Wendy and her husband, Garland 
Zibrowski, live in Madison with their hounds Star, Emmit, Jet 
and Windy, and Dolly the cat.

Other Key Volunteers
Charlyne Straka
RETAIL COORDINATOR

GPA-WI volunteer (3 years)
chotz@sbcglobal.net

Along with Michele Johnson, 
Charlyne handles the ordering and 
sales of GPA-WI retail merchandise. She also assists her 
husband Chris with kennel chores and helps with dog hauls 
and transporting adoptable hounds to the kennel.

Chris Straka
DOG INTAKE COORDINATOR/
KENNEL MANAGER

GPA-WI volunteer (4 years)
cstraka11@hotmail.com

Chris’s many duties include working 
with owners, kennel operators, trainers and haulers to 
arrange and transport retired racers (including coordinating 
incoming greyhounds with other adoption groups). He 
ensures that appropriate compliance paperwork is available 
for dogs entering the state of Wisconsin and dogs at the 
kennel receive the proper vaccinations and maintenance 

medications. Chris arranges veterinary activities for all 
incoming dogs and dogs at the kennel, tracks and maintains 
a roster of available dogs, and arranges kennel days and 
volunteer activities. He lives in Pleasant Prairie with 
hounds Kit, Tyra and Paul, and cats Frank and Talula.

Stephanie Vierling
WESTERN WISCONSIN 
ADOPTION COORDINATOR

GPA-WI volunteer (5 years)
tomandstephie@gmail.com

Stephanie works with applicants in 
the western portion of the state and 
coordinates home visits and adoptions. She does a monthly 
meet and greet at PetSmart in Onalaska and assists with 
other fundraising and awareness events in the La Crosse 
area. Stephanie coordinated volunteers for this year’s Gala 
and created the volunteer recruiting poster design as well as 
a t-shirt design. She and her husband Tom have served as a 
foster home for four years. Their hounds are Carly and Radar, 
and they are currently hosting foster dog Toby.

Do You “Like” GPA-Wisconsin?
Don’t forget to connect with us on Facebook! You’ll enjoy greyhound 
photos, GPA-WI event updates and more! 

Visit www.gpawisconsin.org and click on the Facebook icon in the 
top right corner of the homepage.

Shawn Winkler
BOARD MEMBER

Wendy Hecht
COMPLIANCE OFFICER
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Health Talk

We asked Meghan Joslyn, a Certified Veterinary Technician at Silver Spring Animal Wellness Center in 
Milwaukee, for the inside scoop on maintaining canine dental health. Here’s what she had to say.

Dental Care 
      for Your Pet           

When brushing your pet’s teeth it is 
important to keep it short and fun; try 
not to over-train or make the brushing 
sessions too long. It should be a gradual 
process that can take a few weeks to 
master. The first step is to get your 
pet comfortable with touching their 
teeth by putting something tasty (for 
example, peanut butter) on your finger 
and rubbing it on their teeth and gums. 
After that, you can use a toothbrush. 

Once your pet is comfortable with you 
touching their teeth you can now use the 
toothbrush with toothpaste made for your 
pet and start brushing your pet’s teeth! 
In the beginning, go slow and brush the 

outside surface of the first upper canines 
then gradually increase the number of 
teeth brushed. You only need to brush 
the outside surfaces of the teeth, as the 
inner surfaces rarely build tartar. 
For optimal results, it is recommended 
to brush your pet’s teeth once daily; 
however, the more you clean your pet’s 
teeth the healthier their gums and teeth 
will become.  

A common occurrence with the 
greyhound breed specifically is wear on 
their canine teeth due to chewing on cage 
bars. To ensure their teeth are healthy, 
especially with new adoptions, you 
should consult with your veterinarian.

One of the main questions clients ask at 
Silver Spring Animal Wellness Center 
is “How do I brush my pet’s teeth?” To 
answer this question, we should first 
look at the reasons why to brush. 

The main reason to brush your pet’s 
teeth is to prevent periodontal disease. 
Periodontal disease occurs when the 
bacteria in the mouth form a substance 
called plaque that sticks to the teeth, and 
minerals in the saliva harden the plaque 
to form tartar (calculus). As time goes 
on, tartar and plaque develop under 
the gum line, damaging the tissues that 
support the tooth and causing tooth loss. 
Bacteria and plaque may then enter the 
bloodstream and potentially 
compromise your pet’s heart, 
liver, and kidney health. 

By brushing your pet’s teeth, 
you will not only improve 
the health of your pet but 
also decrease the progression 
of periodontal disease and 
decrease the frequency of 
professional dental cleaning. 

by Meghan Joslyn, CVT, Silver Spring Animal Wellness Center

Freddy welcomes tooth 
brushings, as his two-
leggers use a special 

peanut-butter toothpaste 
and a brush formulated 

especially for dogs.
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Golfing for Greyhounds      
    Special Thanks

“WIN!” ($500 sponsors)

•	 AgriSystems International (Alesia 

Bock)

•	 Celebrating McGrady’s Good Parts 

(Paul Reak)

•	 Ryan Brothers Funeral Homes 

(Roman Ryan)

•	 Tali Greyhounds (Penny and Erik 

Wick)

•	 Team Nowinski: Jagger, Lexi and 

Brody (Don & Christin Nowinski)

“PLACE!” ($250 sponsors)

•	 Ameritas Group Dental and Vision 

(Jeremy Earp)

•	 Capitol Water Softener, Inc                     

(Erik, Dylan & Kirk Wick)

•	 D and J Heating and Air Conidtion-           

ing, LLC (Jesse Talbert)

•	 Eflexgroup.com 

•	 Modern Woodmen of America              

(Larry Marlette)

“SHOW!” ($100 sponsors)

•	 Beloved Hecht Zibrowski Hounds, 

Past and Present

•	 Cottage Grove Hometown Pharmacy 

(Matt & Christin Mabie)

•	 Dube Girls for All Your Love (Rod & 

Teri Dube)

•	 Great Dane Pub and Brewery

•	 Hills Happy Hounds – Matt is Gone 

But Not Forgotten (Leslie Hill)

•	 In Memory of Shaggy Waiver (Bob 

Cohen & Skylar Redfield)

•	 Larry and Pam Williamson

•	 Mounds Pet Food Warehouse

•	 Payton Blue and Emerald Kathleen 

(Joyce Wells)

•	 Ruffin’ It Resort

2013’s Golfing for Greyhounds raised $9,532 for GPA-WI! 
We would like to extend a special thank you to all our golfers, 
sponsors and volunteers who helped make this event a hole in 
one for the hounds! 

•	 Rod & Teri Dube
•	 Eflexgroup.com
•	 Susan Ehlert
•	 Elements Massage
•	 Glass Nickel Pizza
•	 Great Clips
•	 Linda Hebard             
•	 Wendy Hecht & Gar Zibrowski
•	 Hooters Restaurant
•	 HyVee Food Stores
•	 Kneaded Relief Day Spa
•	 Malt House – Bill Rodgers
•	 Massage Envy
•	 Hope Springs Pet Beds – Therese 

MacMillan
•	 Java Cat
•	 Jonah Levia
•	 Clay Mehnert
•	 Moka Coffee
•	 Nail Spa Plus
•	 Noodles Restaurant

•	 Old Sugar Distillery
•	 Olive Garden Restaurant
•	 Outback Steakhouse
•	 Gina Patton
•	 Prime Quarter Restaurant
•	 Paul & Lynelle Reak
•	 Red Lobster Restaurant
•	 Salon Rue Cler – Heidi Jennings
•	 Steve Schmitt – ShoeBox, Mallards, 

TGI Fridays
•	 Texas Roadhouse
•	 Travis Hasse’s DrinkPie
•	 Travis Smith
•	 TRICOR
•	 The Ultimate Spa & Salon
•	 Von Rutenberg Ventures 
•	 The Voyagers Jewelry Design
•	 Steve Weakley
•	 Wilson’s Bar & Grill
•	 Woodman’s Markets
•	 Yahara Bay Distillery

Cash and In-kind Donors
•	 Cupcake-A-Rhee (Bob 

and Ellen Paulus)
•	 Lauren Bizorik 
•	 Dave Baux-Grey Oaks Photography
•	 Joyce Wells
•	 Lucky Dog Park
•	 Paulus Printing
•	 David Vierck

Silent Auction/Prize Donors
•	 Ale Asylum Brewery
•	 Arlington Hts Park Dist. 

(John Robinson)
•	 Bad Dog Frida
•	 Buffalo Wild Wings
•	 Candy’s Collars –Mary Koenig
•	 Capital Brewery
•	 Culver’s
•	 Christin & Don Nowinski
•	 Dexter’s Pub
•	 Dickey’s BBQ

GPA-WI Events

Additional Supporters of Golfing for Greyhounds



Major Events in Month 2010: Dates and times are subject 
to change Please check our website for latest information

GPA-Wisconsin
Post Office Box 2115
Madison, WI 53701-2115

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
GRAFTON, WI
PERMIT NO. 11

Business card size ads can 
be purchased for $25 per 
issue and help defray the cost 
of mailing the newsletter.

Please contact the editor 
through the website for more 
information. Thank you to our 
current sponsors!  
Remember to tell them you 
saw their ad here!

Ad Space 
Available

The Couch Potato Press is a quarterly publication of 
Greyhound Pets of America-Wisconsin, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to placing ex-racing greyhounds in 
loving homes as pets. Please direct any correspondence, 
address changes or donations to: 

GPA-Wisconsin 
P.O. Box 2115 
Madison, WI 53701 
www.gpawisconsin.org

GPA-WI has a Loose, Lost or Found 
Greyhound Hotline. For information 
about what to do or who to contact, visit 
www.gpawisconsin.org/llf/ and save 
this phone number for future use so it’s 
readily available when you need it! 
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19th Annual Greyhound Gala!

The Gala is fast approaching. We 
hope you are as excited as we are 

for this annual event! Inside this issue 
you will find a schedule, list of vendors, 
what will be featured at GPA Retail 

the gala issue   
fall 2013 

and much more information. Once 
again we have a whole day filled with 
greyt prizes and fun activities for you 
to participate in, all while we work 
hard to raise money for the hounds. 

All well-mannered hounds and their 
families are welcome. Please remember 
to monitor your dog carefully when 
interacting with other hounds, children 
or people. And please be responsible by 
cleaning up after your pet. Thank you 
and have a GREYT time at the Gala! 
We look forward to seeing you there!

Gala Logo Contest Winner
 
Congratulations to our Gala Logo 
Contest Winner, Jennifer Barnes! Look 
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October 19, 2013   •   10 a.m. – 4 p.m.   •   Waukesha County Expo Center, 1000 Northview Rd., Waukesha

Looking for Gala donations 
and volunteers

Calling Gala donations! Every year, we 
are fortunate to receive a wide range of 
fabulous items donated by volunteers, 
supporters and adopters. These donations 
make it possible for our bag raffle and 
auctions to be thrilling and successful. This 
year we have not received the donations 
we need to have a successful Gala.  

Please contact Heather Hunt, 
Donations Coordinator at (414) 817-
2301 or mkegreyhoundmom@gmail.
com to coordinate your donation. 

Help Wanted!

This newsletter goes to all GPA-WI 

adopters and others who wish to 

be on our mailing list. Reach out 

to us at records@gpawisconsin.

org with any changes or updates to 

your mailing/physical address, name 

changes, phone numbers or email 

addresses. It’s okay to send an 

update if you’re not sure if we have 

new information. Cell or other phone 

numbers are very helpful to us when 

trying to track down the owner of 

a found greyhound, so please feel 

free to share any and all numbers 

that might aid us in that situation. 

You can also use the “records” email 

address to let us know about the 

passing of a beloved hound, so 

we may remember him/her in the 

newsletter and in our records.

The Greyhounds would be extremely 
grateful and so would we.

Another important piece of making the 
Gala a success is the volunteers working 
behind the scenes. We simply could not 
accomplish all the work that needs to be 
done to make the Gala a success without 
the hard work of our volunteers. We are 
still in need of help to cover some shifts 
during Gala day. If you are able to work 
a one-hour shift in a booth, or help with 
set up or clean up, please contact our Gala 
Volunteer Coordinator, Stephanie, at: 
tomandstephie@gmail.com or go to the 
Gala section of the forum and post in the 
Volunteer Schedule thread. 
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for Gala tee shirts featuring this year’s 
image at the GPA Retail Booth, along 
with many other greyt items! Thank you 
to all of our artists who sent in entries. 
We appreciate your creativity and hard 
work! See Jennifer’s winning logo on 
the left side of this newsletter cover!

 Please 
          Update



What Is the
Greyhound Gala?
If you’re a new adopter, you may be asking, What is the Gala? What do I 

need to know about it before I attend?

In a nutshell, the Gala is GPA-Wisconsin’s  
largest fundraiser of the year. The 

money raised at the Gala goes toward 
vet care, boarding fees, and adoption 
supplies to prepare the Greyhounds in 
our program for their new homes. 

Gala is a fun day of shopping, socializing 
and prize winning. There is a gigantic 
bag raffle with hundreds of prizes. 
You’ll enjoy a live and silent auction 
with some of our most valuable 
items, as well as pet photography, dog 
massage, nail trimming, a fashion
show, and retail booths to shop for just 
about anything you or hound could want.

We also have a resale shop for gently 
used items at a discount. There are 
games and the Radar Run where you 
pay a small fee to get your dog’s speed 
clocked — and a certificate to prove it!

The main idea is for you and your hound 
to have a fun day, all while we work 
to raise money to support the greyt 
work that GPA-WI does throughout 
the year! Consult the schedule on the 
next page for times and activities!

Admission is free, so you have more to 
spend on raffles, auctions or stuff you 
and your hound just can’t live without! 
Shop ‘til you drop! It’s for the Hounds!
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       Gala 
        Reminders

Gala 2013

Address Label Reminder

Don’t forget your 

address labels! 

This is a greyt way 

to save time when 

filling out your Bag 

Raffle tickets the 

day of the event! It also prevents 

those pesky hand cramps from 

writing and gives you more time to 

shop all of our fabulous vendors!

Credit Cards Now Accepted 

GPA-WI is excited to announce 

that we have expanded our ability 

to take most major credit cards for 

GPA-WI retail, all raffle tickets, and 

silent and live auction items! We will 

now be able to take payments in 

more locations at the Gala (such as 

right at the silent auction table) and 

we can accept the following credit 

cards: Visa, Mastercard, Discover, 

and American Express.

So bring those reward-earning credit 

cards and party-hardy with your 

favorite hounds and their people!

GPA-WI is able to accept cards from 

the four main credit card carriers:

Don't 

forget!Don't 

forget!

Gala Vendors 
Blue Fund: Bandanas 

Candy’s Collars: Collars and leashes

Canine Massage 

Clay Greys: Ornaments and jewelry

Clean Break Cast Covers: Bandage and 
cast protection

Crazy Collars and More: Collars and 
jewlery

Fast Jack: Apparel for humans

Garden Greyhounds: Garden ornaments

Gini’s Greyhound Fashions: Coats, paja-
mas 

Grey Oaks Photography: Greyhound 
photography

Greyt Glass: Stained glass art and sculp-
tures

Hope Springs Pet Beds

Midwest Greyhound Adoption: Beds, 
coats, apparel and more

Petlicious Dog Bakery: Baked goods for 
dogs

Retired Greyhound Athletes: Greyhound 
items and human apparel

Voyager K9 Apparel: Greyhound coats, 
tummy warmers, booties and more

We Walk by Faith and Not 
by Sight: Book seller by the 
author

New Gala Vendor!B

New Gala Vendor!B
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        schedule GALA

All-Day Activities
GPA-WI Adoption Booth: Located in the upstairs
mezzanine, featuring some of our adoptable dogs.

Blue Fund Bandanas: Raising funds to assist 
medical or special needs dogs.

Canine Massage: Pamper your pooch.

Radar Run: Clock your dog’s running speed.

Food Vendor: Get something good to eat or drink.

Grey Oaks Photography: Professional photos of your 
pet. Reservations required.

Nail Trims and Teeth Brushing: Located at the back 
loading dock. Nail trims $10/dog. Enzyme-based 
toothpaste gel and foam teeth brushing $5/dog.

Pandora Bracelet Giveaway

For those of you who attended this year’s 
Golfing for Greyhounds event but were 
unable to win the Pandora Bracelet, you 
have another chance! We’ve added another 
prize opportunity to the Gala this year. 

We will be selling keys the day of the 
gala, with 5 keys opening the outer box 
but only 1 lucky key opening the inner 
box holding the Pandora Bracelet. We 
are only selling 75 keys at $10 each, so be 
sure to buy your key(s) early for a chance 
to win the bracelet every woman wants!

Raffle Tickets

Raffle tickets will be available at the Gala, 
but we need your help selling them to 
adopters or people you know, especially 

Everything happening at the GPA-WI event of the year!

Event Schedule 
11:00 a.m. .............................................Blessing of the Hounds

11:10 a.m. .................................Group Roo! – A Gala Highlight

11:30 a.m. ............................................................Fashion Show

12:00 p.m. ......................................1st set of Bag Raffles Ends

12:30 p.m. .......................................................................Games

1:00 p.m. ...................................Key Time for Pandora Bracelet

1:05 p.m. ............................Live Auction – Most Valuable Items

2:00 p.m. .......................................2nd set of Bag Raffles Ends

2:30 p.m. ...........................Costume Contest – Prizes Awarded

3:00 p.m. .....................................................Silent Auction Ends

3:30 p.m. ...........................Big Cash Raffle Winner Announced

3:45 p.m. ....................................3rd and Final Bag Raffle Ends

if they cannot attend the Gala, so we have 
included some in this edition of the Couch
Potato Press. Proceeds from this 
raffle go directly to benefit the dogs! 
FIRST PRIZE IS $1000 CASH! 
Ticket stubs can be returned in the 
envelope provided with a check for 
the appropriate amount. Donation
amount for one ticket is $5.00 or 3 
tickets for $10.00. Please return any 
stubs and donations in the envelope 
provided by October 12th to be 
included in the raffle drawing. Make 
checks payable to GPA-Wisconsin. 

If you need additional tickets 
or have questions, please
contact the GPA Treasurer Cheryl 
Millard at (608) 782-5671 or email: 
CherylKMillard@gmail.com. You need 
not be present to win, so sell them 
to your family and friends, too!

New Activity Procedures

Gala games and the Radar Run will 

be a little different this year.
Games: All contestants will need to be 
present at a designated area from 12:30 
to 1:00 p.m. to participate. There will be 
prizes for Oldest Hound, Youngest Hound, 
Shortest Hound, Tallest Hound and Longest 
Tail. All participants will be measured 
and entered during that time. Prizes will 
be awarded immediately afterward. The 
Grand Prize for Oldest Hound is a brand 
new dog bed! The Costume Contest will 
be held at 2:30 p.m. and prizes will be 
given out for best costume winner and 
second and third places. There will also 
be a prize given out for the best twins.

Radar Run: Instead of paying outside, 
tickets for the Radar Run will be sold in 
the ticket booth along with Bag Raffle 
tickets and Photo Packages. When your 
hound goes to take their turn at the Run, 
the Run volunteer will collect the ticket 
you have already purchased. We hope this 
will make things simpler for the volunteers 
staffing the event and allow more hounds 
to participate. All ticket sales are final.

Gala 2013
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Major Events in Month 2010: Dates and times are subject 
to change Please check our website for latest information
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Business card size ads can 
be purchased for $25 per 
issue and help defray the cost 
of mailing the newsletter.

Please contact the editor 
through the website for more 
information. Thank you to our 
current sponsors!  
Remember to tell them you 
saw their ad here!

Ad Space 
Available

The Couch Potato Press is a quarterly publication of 
Greyhound Pets of America-Wisconsin, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to placing ex-racing greyhounds in 
loving homes as pets. Please direct any correspondence, 
address changes or donations to: 

GPA-Wisconsin 
P.O. Box 2115 
Madison, WI 53701 
www.gpawisconsin.org

GPA-WI has a Loose, Lost or Found 
Greyhound Hotline. For information 
about what to do or who to contact, visit 
www.gpawisconsin.org/llf/ and save 
this phone number for future use so it’s 
readily available when you need it! 
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Welcome to the New 
Couch Potato Press!
The newsletter is under new 

management. Longtime editor 
Ellen Paulus has retired and passed the 
baton to three very qualified people.  
Lauren Bizorik, Jackie Blackburn and 
Terri Presper now have the reins. They 
all have backgrounds in writing and 
editing newsletters and magazines so the 
team is strong. There is also a talented 
group of people writing articles and 
columns for the newsletter. Without 
these people, there would be no content.

As you look through the newsletter, 
we hope that you like the expanded 
content including some of your old 
favorites. The featured hound article is 
back along with the ask column, now 

IN THIS

spring 2013

Greyhound Gala Games 
Coordinator needed! 
 
GPA–WI is looking for a new games 
coordinator for this year’s Greyhound 
Gala. Jim P. has retired from the position 
(thank you for your years of service, Jim!) 
and we are looking for his successor. 
Could you help with the costume contest, 
measuring for the tallest and shortest 
hound and come up with a game for them 
to play? If you are interested in helping 
out at this year’s Gala, please email John 
Henninger at jchenninger@gmail.com   

Volunteer Opportunity

Healthy Pet Heartworm Clinic

April 13, 2013    I   1 – 3 p.m.

1440 E. Washington Ave., Madison

Healthy Pet Vet Clinic will be hosting 

the Annual Greyhound Heartworm 

Clinic. You do not need to be a client 

of Healthy Vet. No appointment 

necessary! Dress for the weather 

as you will wait outdoors.

Oconomowoc Cancer Walk 

May 4, 2013    I   9 a.m. – Noon

Fowler Park in Oconomowoc

Walk begins at 10 a.m. with 2.2 

and 3.4 mi. routes available. 

Mounds Dog Fest

June 9, 2013   I   10 a.m. –  4 p.m.

Angell Park in Sun Prairie

Wauwatosa Fourth of July Parade 

July 4, 2013   I   9 a.m.

HAWS Pet Fair

Aug 17, 2013   I   9 a.m. –  4 p.m.

Lilly Rd. and Fond du Lac 

Ave. in Menomonee Falls

Golfing for Greyhounds

Aug 25, 2013   I   8 a.m.

Door Creek Golf Course 

in Cottage Grove

19th Annual Greyhound Gala

Oct 19, 2013   I   10 a.m. –  4 p.m.

upcoming

brought to you by Freddy from his 
favorite spot, the couch. Each issue will 
include informational articles about 
your Greyhound’s health and wellness, 
special interest stories about Greyhound 
life and this editorial section written by 
the editors or a special guest writer.  

The key to the success of the Couch 
Potato Press is you, the reader. If you 
have comments, topic ideas  or if you 
would like to write an article or two 
for future issues, please send an email 
to gpa.wi.newsletter@gmail.com.

I hope you enjoy reading!
John Henninger
President, GPA-WI

Walk with your hound 
to fight cancer!

The Oconomowoc LakeWalk for Cancer 
began in 2004 and has raised $1 million 
to benefit cancer research, education 
and patient services. GPA-WI will in 
the 2013 Cancer Walk to raise money 
for cancer services at Oconomowoc 
Memorial Hospital.  GPA-WI has 
walked with hounds since 2007. 
Cancer has touched most of our lives, 
and this is one way that GPA-WI is able 
to give back. If interested in joining the 
GPA team, visit www.lakewalk.org. 

Cancer Walk
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April is National 
Greyhound Adoption 
Month
The Greyhound Project will again celebrate April as National Greyhound 

Adoption Month through a nationwide initiative promoting adoption 

information and public service announcements. Since 2009, the campaign 

has helped to promote greyhound adoption – and you can help spread the 

word this year!

Stop by your local GPA-WI 
Meet & Greet this month. 
With a GPA-WI Meet & Greet in every 
corner of the state once a month, you’re 
sure to find one close to you. Stop 
by with your hound(s), meet other 
volunteers and greyhounds, answer 
questions and discuss with the public 
why greyhounds make great pets! 

Visit www.gpawisconsin.org/events/
calendar to view the monthly calendar 
to find the date, time and location of 
your local Meet & Greet in April.

Carry GPA-WI materials with you.
During Greyhound Adoption Month, 
make sure that you have a few GPA-WI 
bookmarks in your purse, volunteer 
applications in your drawer, or business 
cards in your wallet. Remind others that 
April is a special month for greyhounds 
and offer GPA-WI materials 
for further review!

Share the word on social media.
Make sure to tell your social media 
sphere about National Greyhound 
Adoption Month and spread the word!
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In memory of ...
Luke Simons

Callie Wilcox

Intrepid Beuth

Noelle Ehlert

Scotty Manion

MaryAnn Agnew

Cougar Nelson

Harvey Walton

Anna Bell

Guzzler Phillips

Twister Wittman

Clyde Goff

Zorah Neuville

Honey Karamus-Drewek

Maskman Holtz 

Jackie Hesse Lohr

Pendelton McCracken

Mojo Schmoller

New adoptions
Sassy Bell

Kalisak-Schneck

Kalisak-Schneck

Fast Herrick

Golieth Medina-Lopez 

Noodle Bonde

Annie Hunt

Rush Nelson

Evie Zavadoski

Millie Hunt

Ozzie Ford-Teich

Dixie Cunningham

Ella Newton-Milam

Bean Zsenak

Salem Behlke

Quirkey Kate-Wisniewski

Duke Phillips

Lexi Good

Amos Bedell-Fondrevay

Val Holtz

       Memorials
          & adoptions

What’s Happening

Dear Freddy:
Whenever my humans leave they love me up 
and tell me what a good girl I am, and then 
they disappear. All that attention makes 
me happy for a moment but then when 
they leave, I’m sad! Why do they do that?

–Neurotic in New Berlin

Freddy’s View from the 
Couch Dear Neurotic:

Your humans mean well. They’re 
preparing to be gone and want to part 
company in the way humans do, with 
lots of hugs and affection. They don’t 
realize that making a big deal of leaving 
can create separation anxiety along with 
problems like whimpering or chewing 
and spotting while they’re gone. Instead 
of lots of fanfare upon departure, ask 
your humans to make it a more positive 
experience by giving you a game like 
a treat ball or Kong as they quietly slip 
out of the house. By the time you’re 
finished with your yummies, you’ll 
be relaxed and ready to sleep the day 
away until your humans return.

Soothingly yours, Freddy



Greetings! You might recognize me from 
the GPA-WI website. My name is Els and 
I’m the featured hound. Have been for 
some time. You see, I’d been at the kennel 
for a while and then got relocated to an 
awesome foster home where I’m thriving 
and really enjoying life as a retiree. And 
for whatever reason (my foster mom 
says it’s because I’m so special that the 
right people haven’t come forward yet) 
I haven’t been adopted. I’m a good boy 
so I’ll wait patiently, but I’ll be honest: 
I really, really want to find my home!

A little bit about me: I’m four years old and 
without seeming boastful, folks tell me I’m 
a very sweet boy. I love people and other 
dogs and I’m a good listener. I used to be 
shy and a little reserved, but life with my 

foster mom has taught me that people are 
great and now I’m friendly as can be. (This 
can be something of a problem since I’m an 
impressive 80 pounds. More of me to love, 
I say.) I try to listen well and do as I’m told. 
I’m gated during the day and that’s fine with 
me. The floor and dog beds are where I like 
to hang out, and I don’t try to climb on the 
furniture. You know what I love? Car rides! 
Oh my gosh. And walks. (Sometimes I get 
a little too enthusiastic on walks, but come 
on – all those smells! And people! And 
other dogs!) I also like taking a turn around 
the dog park. Running is in my blood, 
in case you didn’t know. Just kidding!

One thing I should disclose is that I 
have pannus. It’s an eye thing, and I 
have to take drops or ointment every 

day. But I’m really, really okay with 
it! Administering my medicine is 
not tricky at all and I try to be very 
accommodating, so please don’t let that 
keep you from considering my adoption.

So, that’s me! What do you think? I’d 
love to meet you to find out if you’re 
the forever family I’ve been waiting for. 
And I have been waiting for a while. 
Not complaining, but you know.

Love and slobbery kisses, Els

                    hound
Handsome Brindle Boy Seeks Family of His Own
FEATURED

Great Lakes Pet Expo Recap

On February 2, 2013, GPA-WI participated 
in the Great Lakes Pet Expo at the 
Wisconsin State Fair Grounds for the 9th 
time! We have been a part of this event 
since its inception in 2005 and had a great 
turnout this year, thanks to help from 
our many dedicated volunteers and their 
ambassador hounds. There were 10,400 
people in attendance at the Expo – that’s 
a lot of pets for our hounds and a lot of 
greyhound awareness raised! We even got 
to sell some of our retail items. We look 

forward to our 10th anniversary with the 
Great Lakes Pet Expo in 2014, so make 
sure to save the date for February 1, 2014!

2012 Chili’s Fund Raiser Wrap-Up

A greyt big “Thank You” goes out to 
everyone who helped raise money for 
GPA-WI by eating at Chili’s in November 
and December of 2012. It was the third 

year in which we teamed up with Chili’s 
and one of their local managers said we 
are their number one fundraising group! 
Special thanks to all who helped GPA-
WI raise $414.20 for the hounds and to 
Wisconsin Chili’s Restaurants for allowing 
us to do this fundraiser with you! 

Quaker Steak Make A Difference 
Mondays

On February 18 GPA-WI was the group 
to benefit from the New Berlin location of 
Quaker Steak and Lube’s Make a Difference 
Mondays. This day long fundraiser earned 
GPA-WI 5% back from everyone who 
ate at Quaker Steak in New Berlin.

We had a greyt turn out! Even though it 
was cold outside, 4 hounds made it and 
were welcome in the heated garage so 
their people could warm up with some hot 
wings. GPA-WI received a total donation 
of $233.30 for the daylong event. 

Event recaps and photos contine on page 4 >>

GPA-WI Event Recaps
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What’s Happening

Thank you to Town and 
Country Lanes for letting us 
hold the 3rd Annual Pins for 
Paws event at your facility, 
and to the following:

Widmers Cheese Cellars

Ralph Fleet Auto Sales

Texas Road House

Mecca’s Pit Bull Rescue

Bushy’s Pub & Grill

Fast Friends Greyhounds

Solos Automotive Sevices

Pedal’rs Inn Bed and Breakfast

West Allis Pool Supply

EZ Motor Car

Josef Eibi Car King

Tiffany Fix Illustria Salon

The Jewelry Center

Armaoi Artisans and Craftsman

Acadia Finishers, LLC

Cook Auto Supply

Painless Tattoo

Candy’s Collars

Best Dog Leash Caddies

Bark N’ Scratch Outpost

Ruef Meat Market

3rd Annual Pins for Paws Recap

On March 3, 2013, the 3rd Annual Pins 
4 Paws event was held with a brand new 
logo at the Town and Country Lanes 
in Burlington, WI. We had 18 teams 
made up of 96 bowlers and greyhound 
enthusiasts. Everyone joined the festivities 
which included bowling, prizes, silent and 
auction items and lunch. Auction items 
included framed art work, gift certificates, 
a handmade stuffed greyhound, and a one 
of a kind greyhound mailbox, to mention a 

GPA-WI Events Recaps (continued)

few things. Els the greyhound showed up to 
represent all the hounds we were helping!

Pins 4 Paws brought in $5,582 for GPA-
Wisconsin and our adoptable hounds! Nice 
work everyone! Special thanks go to the 
friends and volunteers of GPA and all those 
who donated their time, money and auction 
items. Too many people to mention, but 
you all know who you are! Without all of 
you, events like this would not be possible.

The sun will soon shine and the flowers will 
soon bud – that means it’s time for outdoor 
play dates! Check out the GPA-WI forum 
to find a play date near you or to announce 
one of your own. Visit www.gpawisconsin.
org/forum, and click on GPA-Wisconsin 
Events. Log in to RSVP to a play date or 
to post your own. If you’re attending a 
play date, it’s a good idea to bring your 
grey’s muzzle, just to be safe. Have fun!

Spring is Here!

     A Special
       Thank You



organization.” The eager and experienced 
volunteers were paired with the willing and 
new, and we waited in line in numerical 
order with leashes and doggy coats in hand. 
We would take the dog we were assigned 
from the volunteers helping them off the 
truck one at a time, and quickly and calmly 
get the dogs dressed, on a leash and over 
to a doggy comfort station. There was 
snow on the ground that day and after 
a few minutes of settling in and looking 
around, the dogs got the idea it was time 
to relieve themselves. No dog was to go in 
until this first objective was accomplished.

Next, the new arrivals received a drink of 
water and flea and tick medication. Then 
they moved to the tattoo station, where 
the dog’s number was checked off against a 
checklist and the volunteers gave a loving 
welcome to each of the newly retired. 
Following that we lined up for a stop with 
the vet where the dogs were looked over 
inch by inch for signs of illness or injury. 
One dog had sand balls making little cuts in 
the webbing of her paws – a simple cleaning 
with medicated soap solution and she 
was on her way. (I walked her two weeks 
later and she was fine.) From there, we 
were to take the dogs to the fenced-in area 
behind the kennel to give them a chance 
to relax, piddle and get a breath of air.

I was proud and humbled to work 
alongside such dedicated, knowledgeable 
and loving volunteers, who make sure 

these dogs’ first step into freedom is the 
right one. Several volunteers have taken me 
under their wing, helping and encouraging 
me. We are becoming good friends.

Call it my writer’s imagination and 
the creative gift for melodrama, but 
I remembered a vital piece of history 
regarding the Burlington area as I waited 
for that truck to arrive, wondering 
what to expect, wondering what the 
Florida dogs would wonder when they 
got here to find snow and no Barney.

Burlington was a stop on the Underground 
Railroad during slavery days. Not ten 
minutes away from Emerald Kennels, 
people sacrificed their lives to help 
runaway slaves from the South on 
their way to freedom and a new life. 
The symmetry was not lost on me.

Good work is taking place the first 
and third Saturday of every month. 
Come down some time, love up a 
few dogs and feed your soul.

On a snowy Sunday morning in 
February, I made the trip to Emerald 

to volunteer with the greys for the first 
time. I met at least fifty other volunteers 
who showed up that morning to welcome 
a truck of new dogs from Florida. The 
group hummed with cheerful anticipation. 
Announcements made regarding the dogs 
were met with cheers – “Almost here!” 
“Twenty six, thirteen of them black!” “Four 
special adoptees going home with another 

Come volunteer and meet a 
Greyhound! 

9:00 a.m. – Noon
1st and 3rd Saturdays of every 
month

5501 376th Ave.
Burlington, WI   53105

   Spring 2013 
Kennel Update
Located a few minutes outside Burlington, Emerald Kennels is the first stop on the retired greyhound trail from 
the track to a couch near you. Here, freshly retired racers are processed and boarded and receive medical 
attention for the GPA-WI and GO (Greyhounds Only) until they can be adopted. There is a small area for the 
private boarding of greyhounds as well. 

     Emerald
          Kennel

by Ann Blackburn
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For the last year or so, many greyhound 
owners have been unable to purchase 
a heartworm prevention product 
called Interceptor. The manufacturer, 
Novartis, states on its website that 
production of animal health products 
was halted at its Lincoln, NE facility 
in December of 2011. Although there 
were no product recalls, Novartis 
asserts that it is making improvements 
to “ensure control and adherence to a 
high standard of quality.” At this time, 

Heartworm Prevention Update
no information is offered regarding if or 
when Interceptor may again be available.

Heartworm prevention is extremely 
important. Heartworm is a type of 
roundworm your dog may be exposed to 
through a mosquito bite. The mosquito 
picks up the larva in a blood meal from 
an infected animal and transmits it to 
your dog during a bite. The larva enter 
the tissue and mature over 100 days 
before entering the pulmonary arteries. 
Heartworm disease causes inflammation 
and blockage in the heart muscle and blood 
vessels and requires lengthy treatment.  
The most common preventative is an oral 
parasiticide such as Interceptor, which 
does not prevent the mosquito bite or 

stop the larva from entering the tissue, 
but rather kills any larva that may have 
infected your dog since the last dose. 
This is why it is important to be very 
consistent with the schedule of doses you 
and your vet have chosen for your hound.

Many greyhound owners choose 
Heartgard (Ivermectin) as a heartworm 
preventative, which is administered the 
same way as Interceptor (Milbemycin 
oxime) and tolerated well by most 
hounds. There are several other products 
available as well, so discuss the options 
with your greyhound-savvy 
veterinarian to make the right choice 
for heartworm prevention.

Springtime in the Midwest brings warmer temperatures, blooming 
flowers. . .and creepy crawlies! 
 

What’s 
  Bugging 
Your Dog?           

Ticks carry Lyme Disease, with symptoms 
including fever, lameness, swollen joints, 
lethargy and lack of appetite. They also 
transmit Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, a 
neurological disease marked by dizziness, 
seizures, and pain in the muscles and joints.  
Although an antibiotic treatment exists 
for RMSF, dogs with severe neurological 
problems may not recover completely.

It is much easier to prevent an infestation 
than it is to treat an existing problem. 
Keeping these bloodsuckers at bay is good 
for your pet and good for you too, since 
fleas do bite people and tick borne illnesses 
can pose significant health risks to humans.

Fleas are resistant to the pyrethroids (or 
synthetic pyrethrins) in most over the 
counter products, so your best bet is a 
vet-recommended or prescribed flea and 

tick preventative.  If used according to label 
directions, they are extremely safe and 
serious reactions are quite rare. Topical 
treatments are applied to the skin on the 
dog’s back or between the shoulders, and 
oral treatments are available as well.  Flea 
and tick collars are another option but are 
generally less effective because they may 
not kill adult fleas and ticks. You can also 
discuss more natural or holistic remedies 
with your vet. (Note: the Couch Potato Press 
will feature an article about natural flea 
and tick prevention in an upcoming issue.)

As the days grow warmer, our dogs will be 
enjoying more time in the greyt outdoors. 
Whether they’re going for walkies, 
“helping” us with yard work or just basking 
in the sun, our hounds are counting on us 
to keep them safe, healthy and parasite free.

As winter releases its hold, fleas and 
ticks make a return appearance and 

may take up residence on our pets. These 
parasites can transmit several types of 
disease and heavy infestations can result 
in dangerous amounts of blood loss, 
especially in very young or debilitated dogs.

Some people think their dog is at risk only 
in rural areas, but fleas and ticks can thrive 
anywhere. Many veterinarians have seen 
an increase in tick borne disease in “city” 
pets and those who live in suburban areas.

Flea bite dermatitis, which is an allergy to 
flea saliva, is very common. A single bite 
can cause crusty or scaly spots on the skin, 
accompanied by severe itching.  Fleas carry 
certain types of tapeworms as well, and like 
ticks they can transmit haemobartonellosis, 
a disease which destroys red blood cells. 

Health Talk

by Terri Presper

by Kathleen Folz



-

            tip 
A Greyhound-Savvy 
Vet Near You!

Not all veterinarians may be aware of the unique needs of greyhounds, such 
as unusual red blood cell and platelet levels or sensitivity to certain types of 
anesthesia. Because of these and other distinctive characteristics, greyhound-
savvy vets are not only a bonus for our dogs — they can literally be life-savers! 

Use this map to find a greyhound-savvy vet near you. All names below are doctors of 
veterinary medicine (DVMs).

HEALTH

Mona & Scott Hodkiewicz 
and Scott Welch 

Lake Geneva Animal Hospital

Roger Sarazin
and Anita Bartol Meyer 

Wisconsin Dells Animal Clinic

Milwaukee Metro (6)

Sheboygan Animal Hospital

Russ Brewer 
CARE Animal Hospital

Bruce Byom 
North Heights Vet Clinic

Nicholas Vukich 
Bay East Animal Hospital

Amy Hagen and 
Ed Demianiuk 

Monroe Veterinary Services

Randy Kruse 
New Glarus Veterinary 

Angela Burton
Port Cities Animal Hospital

Halgren Kurt 
Town & Country Veterinary Clinic

David Mitzelfelt and 
Jamie Skime 

La Crosse Vet Clinic

Pam Ogden and 
Kevin Landorf

Oakwood Hills Animal Hospital

Barron Animal Hospital

Deb Johnson
Door to Door Vet

Robin Baker and Diane Dommer 
Cedar Grove Veterinary Service

Stoughton Veterinary Service

Kendall Williams
Blackhawk Veterinary 

Madison 

Madison

Carla Christman 
Healthy Pet 
Veterinary Clinic

Michael Leuthner
Petcare Animal Hospital

Milwaukee Metro

Silver Springs Animal 
Wellness Center
(Glendale)

Greg Bendixen
Companion Animal Health 
Center (New Berlin) 

Scott Fellenz and 
Kemberlie Anderson
Family Pet Clinic 
(Menomonee Falls)

Audrey Whang
Shorewood Animal Hospital 

Mike Aushwitz and Hilary Toft
Kuenzi Family Pet Clinic 
(Waukesha) 

Wisconsin Veterinary 
Referral Center
(Grafton, Racine, Waukesha)

Health Talk

GPA-WI has a Loose, Lost or Found 
Greyhound Hotline. For information 
about what to do or who to contact, visit 
www.gpawisconsin.org/llf/ and save 
this phone number for future use so it’s 
readily available when you need it! 

by Lauren Bizorik

Animal Clinic of 
Sturgeon Bay

Gentle Healer Pet Clinic

Kevin Kreier
Badger Veterinary Hospital
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Dog Food Ingredients Demystified

Many of us grew up with a simple 
equation: food equals love. We 
put time and effort into planning, 
shopping and creating the meals 
and snacks we give to our friends 
and family. We read labels so we 
know what we’re buying and try 
to make the best selections. For 
human food, most shoppers have 
a pretty good idea what is in, for 
example, a box of breakfast cereal. 
If the first ingredient listed on the 
side of the box is sugar, it’s a pretty 
good bet that this cereal is not 
the best choice. Our four-legged 
family members get meals and 
snacks that show we care, but 
shopping for them can be a bit 
more challenging. 

All the bags of kibble say something 
like “provides complete and balanced 

nutrition for all life stages of dogs.” I think 
this is like the sugary breakfast cereal that 
claims to be part of a healthy breakfast. 
Breakfast, yes. Healthy? Not so much.

I gave my first dog a particular brand 
of grocery store dog treats every day. 
It came in crazy cool shapes and flavors. 
They smelled strong, kind of weird and 
chemical, but the dog seemed to love 
them. One day, I read the label. (Shown 
below.) It didn’t seem too bad overall 
(Chicken! Beef!) but I didn’t understand 
what a few of the ingredients were so I 
looked them up on the Internet. What 
exactly is “animal digest”? First I was 
shocked by what I discovered about dog 
food ingredients. Then I was horrified. The 
experience made me an avid label reader.

Here is a short list of some of the 
more common yet cryptic ingredients 
you may find in your dog’s treats or 
kibble. If you have questions about 
the suitability of what you’re feeding 
your hound, I would encourage you 
to check with your veterinarian.

Animal digest: This is the pet food 
ingredient equivalent to “pink slime” 
in human food and there is a similar 
controversy surrounding it. Basically, 
it is unspecified, undecomposed animal 
parts, not including 
hair, feathers, teeth or 
hooves, cooked and 
enzymatically broken 

down to create a sort of concentrate. 
That’s not even the bad part. There is no 
regulation over what constitutes the animal 
that goes into the cooker, so it could be 
diseased animals like “downer” cows or 
horse meat. If the mix comes from overseas 
it could even include dog and cat parts. You 
are trusting the manufacturer and their 
supplier about what went into the soup.

Animal fat: No particular animal is 
specified so the fat can come from 
anywhere, just as with animal digest. 

BHA/BHT: A preservative banned in 
human food in some countries because 
it can cause cancer. It is not banned 
from human food in the USA.

Brewers rice: After all the nutritious 
bits of rice have been taken away, the 
discarded bits are collected and called 
brewers rice. The name sounds better 
than by-product, but it is a by-product.

Bone phosphate: Supplement 
in many animal feeds.

Nutrition News

Ingredients: Wheat flour, soy flour, corn starch, 
corn syrup, chicken, water sufficient for processing, 
propylene glycol, bone phosphate, animal digest, 
animal fat (BHA used as a preservative), bacon, 
beef, soy protein concentrate, sugar, dried cheese 
product, salt.

by Mia Harber
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Dried egg product: Includes egg 
shells and eggs that have gone bad.

Meal/meat meal/by-product meal: Look 
for a specific source such as “fish meal” 
or it could come from any animal, such 
as a horse. Meal just means that the meat 
and other tissue have been cooked down. 
Meal probably doesn’t contain a quality 
amount of digestible protein so it is a 
less desirable ingredient than real meat. 
By-product meal would contain even 
less quality digestible protein. Meal can 
boost the amount of protein in kibble 
but still not make it more nutritious.

Powdered cellulose: Filler. This is not even 
food.

Propylene glycol: Used to keep moist 
dog food from drying out. Also used in 
antifreeze.

Pumice/apple or grape: Sounds yummy 
but may be there more for marketing 
than nutrition. After they take out the 
good parts of the apple, the stuff left 
behind such as peels and seeds is used 
for dog food. It is cheap because it’s just 
leftovers and is not very nutritious.

Titanium dioxide: White pigment often 
used as sunscreen. Not toxic, but should 

The Dog Food Project: Dog 

food information from an 

animal nutrition consultant.

(www.dogfoodproject.com)

Wikipedia: Best site for 

decoding chemical names. 

(www.wikipedia.com)

GPA Forum: Helpful information 

specific to Wisconsin 

greyhounds, including a 

section on dog food grading. 

(www.gpawisconsin.org)

Dog Food Advisor: Advice and 

food ratings by a concerned 

consumer with a medical/

chemistry background.

(www.dogfoodadvisor.com)

Dog Food Analysis: Specific 

dog foods reviewed and 

rated. Ingredient lists for 

many specific dog foods to 

help with comparisons.

(www.dogfoodanalysis.com)

To learn more about the 
ingredients in your hound’s food, 
check out these websites.

“First I was shocked by what I discovered about dog 
food ingredients. Then I was horrified.”

Nutrition News

your dog food have an SPF rating?

If you believe that food equals love, 
feed your beloved hounds the most 
nutritious food you can afford. Take 
a moment to check the label of your 
dog food and make sure you know 
what’s in there. If you buy dog treats, 
be sure to read the label carefully.

spring 2013  I  couchpotatopress        9

     Know 
           More



Important Contact 
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Greyt Info

   Your 
Retired Racer’s       
Early Years

and other specifics. When the choice is 
made, it’s time to look at the health of the 
dam. She must be in good health, current 
on shots and dewormed. Her nutrition is 
also considered a vital part of preparation.

Once a dam has been bred by artificial 
insemination, her gestation period is 63 
days. As whelping time nears, the mom-to-
be may go off her food and is encouraged 
with cottage cheese and flavorful canned 
foods. Once whelped, the dam and pups 
should be monitored carefully for the first 
72 hours. Penny checks to see that a new 
mom understands how to mother her 
pups and makes sure no pup gets rolled 
on. It is critical to keep the pups warm, at 
about 82 to 84 degrees with no drafts.

The pups stay with their mom until they 
are about eight weeks old or as long as the 
dam will tolerate them. They are offered 
food at as early as three weeks of age as 
they begin to transition and are weaned. 
Pups are fed a diet of half dry kibble and 
half raw meat with supplements. The raw 
meat provides easily digestible protein 
important for healthy muscle development.

During their first year, 
Penny says that keen 
observation is very 
important. The litter 
is kept together for 
about six months. The 
breeder needs to know 
the personality of each 
pup as they rough 
house and learn to get 
along. Knowing each 
pup is important as 
they will be separated 

into smaller groups, and eventually into 
individual runs, as they begin to sexually 
mature and approach one year of age.

The next chapter begins as they are moved 
to training facilities. At these farms and 
tracks, the young greyhounds will learn to 
be kennel dogs. They need to learn how to 
behave in groups with no fighting and to 
wear kennel muzzles. They will be divided 
into groups by sex in the turnout pens.

Fieldwork is done in prepared fields 
with good footing to prevent injuries. 
They are encouraged to chase a lure in 
either a straight or zig-zag pattern. Penny 
explained that the pups’ desire to chase 
develops at different rates. They graduate 
to chasing a lure attached to a whirl-a-
gig which drags the lure in a large circle. 
The distance is gradually increased over 
the months, leading up to training races 
beginning with two dogs and including 
up to four dogs. These early matches help 
them learn how to maneuver in “traffic”.

Penny explained that observation during 
the training period is no less important 

Those of us who share our homes and lives 
with retired racing greyhounds have seen 
these beauties through the transition from 
kennel dog to couch potato. We know 
their favorite toys and treats and whether 
or not they like to play in the snow. What 
many of us may not know is what their 
life was like as a puppy and as a racer. 
Recently, I was happy to speak with Penny 
Wick, a breeder of racing greyhounds and 
volunteer for GPA-WI. She shared her 
experience through the breeding to the 
racing and retirement of the greyhounds 
we appreciate in our homes. Greyhound 
Pets of America “maintains an official 
policy of neutrality...while acknowledging 
personal opinions do exist...” With that in 
mind, this article is meant to be informative 
and help create an understanding of 
your greyhound’s early experiences.

A great deal of thought and study goes 
into the selection of a sire (male) and 
dam (female) to be bred. Pedigrees are 
researched to achieve desirable traits in a 
litter of pups. The breeder may be looking 
for dogs whose lines have done well at 
certain distances, have started quickly, 
done well with shorter or longer tracks 
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The website greyhound-data.com (www.
greyhound-data.com) is a great way to 
search your dog’s racing and family history 
by name or tattoo. Say, for instance, you’ve 
just awakened from a nap with your 
greyhound kid and have a little time to 
kill before dinner prep and begging time. 
You want to see what a fast customer your 
adoptee was before he/she began pushing 
you off your own couch and racing you 

to the fridge. Navigate to the website, 
enter your login information (free and 
quick to create), click on the Dog Search 
tab and follow the prompts. Enter your 
dog’s name and as much information 
as you can provide in the other search 
fields-gender, color, birth year and nation 
of origin. This takes you to your dog’s 
personal history page with a photo that 
provides something like baseball card 
stats: name, gender, color, weight when 
the photo was taken, date, land (nation) of 
birth and standing, ear mark and owner.

I used my grand-dog, Freddy, for my 
test case. I entered his information: 
Fast Freddy, male, some brindle, USA. 
Up popped his stats, complete with 
handsome race day photo. (He is a good-
looking boy!) His genealogy is given to 

the right, going back five generations. 
Scrolling down I found an ancestor race 
analysis and a list of siblings with their 
histories. The 21 races tab listed the stats 
of Fast Freddy’s not quite so fast past.

Clearly this site is for racing enthusiasts; 
however, it does list links for adoption 
networks worldwide. Three hundred and 
thirty six organizations in 12 countries 

were represented the day I looked in, 
the US and UK having the majority of 
adoption organizations. Several GPA 
chapters were listed. The site links for 
each organization are given and organized 
by country, postal code, city and name 
of organization, the number of dogs 
available and number adopted to date.

Hundreds of contributors maintain 
a strong cradle-to-grave network of 
information on the dogs, tracks, breeders 
and adoption networks. The site is 
published in West Yorkshire, England, 
with the goal of providing information 
for greyhound racing and coursing 
owners and breeders worldwide, though 
the data networks are confined to the 
US, UK, Australia and Ireland.

than the early observation in the pups’ 
lives. They receive a thorough check after 
every workout. Attention is paid to the 
feet and legs with the trainer looking for 
the slightest sign of injury. Any sign of 
injury is taken seriously and the pup is 
given the care needed to recover so as not 
to cause any further damage. The pups are 
continuously monitored for flea prevention, 
deworming and nutrition as well.
The young dogs will reach the track at 
anywhere between fifteen to eighteen 
months of age. The schooling trainer fits 
the dog to the track at the right time. 
Often, a dog will be started at an easier 
track as they are learning. The trainer’s 
job is to match the ability and style of the 
dog to an appropriate track. Examples 
would be a dog with good early speed 
who may do well at a shorter track, or 
a dog with lots of power who may do 
better at a track with big sweeping turns.

Penny explained that it is important to 
know and trust your dog’s trainer. A 
responsible owner will keep in touch with 
the trainer and monitor the dog’s schedule 
at the track. If the owner sees their dog 
is not scheduled during a week, they may 
contact the trainer to see about injuries 
and care. The trainer is responsible for 
knowing the racing/sprinting schedules, 
injuries, and book work for each dog at 
the kennel. This may be as many as 50 
dogs depending on the size of the track.

The trainer will also know when the 
dog may need to move to another track 
more suited to its abilities or if it is ready 
for the life of a couch potato. The owner 
may make the choice to keep the dog for 
breeding or to adopt the dog to a loving 
home, often with the help of an adoption 
group. This is where GPA-WI comes in!

Many thanks to Penny for her snapshot 
of the life of the racing greyhound!

Greyhound-data.com: A Greyt Source

Greyt Info

by Ann Blackburn
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Important Contact 
Information

Major Events in Month 2010: 
Dates and times are subject to 
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Ad Space Available!
Business card size ads can be purchased for $25 per 
issue and help defray the cost of mailing out the newsletter.

Please contact the editor through the website for more 
information. Thank you to our current sponsors!  
Remember to tell them you saw their ad here!

The Couch Potato Press
is a quarterly publication of Greyhound Pets of America-Wisconsin, 
a non-profit organization dedicated to placing ex-racing greyhounds 
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P.O. Box 2115 
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^Anubis Jones^
^Rainey Jones^

Larry Jones

December Cover Winners: 
Kim & Bruce Jones

Gala Wrap Up 
Thank you to everyone who participated, helped, donated or otherwise partnered 
with us to make the 2012 Gala a huge success. Thank you to the Board of 
Directors, the Retail Coordinators, the Donors, our Set Up and Tear Down Crews, 
our Gala Volunteers, our Vendors, and finally, to all of you who shopped or bought 
tickets to support the event. This year the net earnings were nearly $29,000. The 
money raised will go directly to achieving our goal of helping more retired racing 
Greyhounds find loving homes. We could not have done it without you!  Thank you 
so much!  We look forward to 2013’s Gala with much anticipation. Please mark 
down the date – October 19, 2013 – See you there!

Thank you for your Support
Emily Talbert is a new board member and the new Foster Home Coordinator and 
Chris Straka is the Dog Intake Manager. Welcome!

Thank You to Kate Block, the outgoing Foster Home Coordinator and Dog Intake 
Manager for a job well done.

Upcoming 
Events
2013 Great Lakes Pet Expo
Saturday, February 2, 2013 
10AM – 5PM

Milwaukee Expo Center 
State Fair Park

If you are interested in 
volunteering with your hound, 
please contact Kim Good at: 
RidingGal@hotmail.com or
262-422-7792

Make a Difference Monday
Monday, February 18, 2013  
5PM-8PM

Quaker Steak and Lube
4900 S. Moorland Road
New Berlin, WI 53151

You can eat anytime of day on the 
18th at the New Berlin location 
only, and 5% of the total day in-
store food sales will go to GPA-
WI! This site will also be used as 
a donation drop off site for the 
bowling event. Please come join 
us! Don’t forget your muzzles!

The 3rd Annual Pins for Paws
Sunday, March 3, 2013

Towne and Country Lanes
264 South Pine St.
Burlington, WI 53105

Please see our Forum Events 
Page for more information or 
helping out at any of these events.



Winter 2012

Volunteer Needed
The Couch Potato Press is a quarterly newsletter that helps keep our membership 
informed about what is going on with the group. We are currently seeking a new Editor 
to coordinate the information we receive and oversee the printing of the newsletter. 
You do not need to have experience, just a desire to volunteer, an ability to work with 
others to gather the information, and good organizational skills. 

We have a number of volunteers who are willing to write articles and complete 
the layout, but we are in need of a volunteer to coordinate those efforts. If you are 
interested in volunteering in this capacity, your help would be greatly appreciated. 

For more information, please contact John at jchenninger@gmail.com  
or Ellen at pauprint@sbcglobal.net

Winter Safety
The time to think about holiday and 
winter safety for our greyhounds is before 
the holidays and before the snow flies!   
Without further ado, let’s consider these 
seasonal tips!

1. Keep current identification on your 
greyhound’s tags. If you are expecting 
company or traveling for the holidays, 
make sure your greyhound is on a 
leash or safely contained to prevent 
an accidental escape. Remind guests 
that your greyhound is never just “let 
out” for a potty break.

 2. We bring new decorations, packages, 
ribbon, and food into the house in 
preparation for the holidays. Keep an 
eye on your grey to make sure their 
exploring doesn’t include chewing or 
eating the wrong things resulting in a 
trip to the vet. 

3. Our greyhounds love getting extra 
treats as much as we love giving them!  
(Maybe more!)  Encourage family and 
guests to limit the treats and provide 
a small quantity of appropriate 
greyhound munchies for those who 
really want to share with your pups. 
Remember you may need to decrease 
dinner a bit to avoid digestive upset.

4. Refresh your knowledge of foods and 
holiday plants that are toxic to pets. 
Your vet may have a convenient list or 
find one at www.aspca.org.

5. Cold weather means our skinny dogs 
need to bundle up too. A heavier coat 
for those longer walks keeps them 
warm outside and a fleece tummy 
warmer or cozy greyhound jammies 
keep older or more sensitive dogs 
warm in the house. 

6. Your greyhound’s paws are exposed 
to the snow, ice and ice melting 
chemicals we use in the winter. Extra 
paw care is needed to keep your 
dog’s paws healthy and happy. This 
topic deserves a little more exploring. 
Let’s take a closer look.

Many of us have seen our  greys  run 
happily through the snow only to come 
back to the door holding a foot up 
because of the cold or a small cut on the 
pad from ice. If you walk on sidewalks or 
cross a street, your grey may begin to 
limp due to a piece of salt or ice melting 
chemical stuck between toes or stinging 
the paws. There are solutions to ease the 
winter wear on paws.

Begin with cleaning your dog’s paws when 
you come in from a walk. At the very least, 
wipe the paws with a warm, moist  towel. 

Give a quick foot bath several times each 
week if you are walking in an area where 
lots of sidewalk salt is being used. Soak 
each paw in a bucket of warm water with 
a drop or two of dog shampoo, rinse in a 
bucket of warm water and towel dry. This 
also gives you an opportunity to take a 
closer look at the pads and between the 
toes for any cuts or nicks.

There are natural wax or balm products 
you may want to rub on your grey’s paws 
before going out. These help to condition 
the pads much like using a hand lotion 
will do for humans. They also act as a 
barrier against salts and prevent snow 
from balling up between the toes.

Boots can be helpful too. It’s often easier 
to use boots made for greyhounds as 
some commercially available boots slide 
off skinny greyhound feet. There are 
disposable boots available that fit like an 
exam glove would fit on our hands. With 
well  trimmed nails, these boots can last 
several wearings.

Everyone, enjoy the holidays and the 
winter weather with your hounds!   Be 
safe and warm!

Diva 
A couple of months ago we received 
a very sweet 51⁄2 year old brood mama 
from Kansas named Diva. During her 
spay, the veterinarian noticed some 
unusual growths in her mammaries. The 
vet removed a couple of them and sent 
them off for a biopsy to see if they were 
malignant. While waiting for the results 
to come back, Diva started having 
complications where she would not 
stop bleeding. 

She was moved to the E-Vet in Waukesha 
so that she could be observed until 
she could be stabilized. Unfortunately, 
the results came back positive for 
Mammary Adenocarcinoma – Breast 
Cancer. Diva was moved to Kate and 
Dale Block’s home for fostering. 

The past few weeks have been a 
whirlwind for Diva and foster family. 
They have seen an Oncologist, had 
email conversations with Ohio State 
University’s Greyhound program 
and pre-surgery appointments. On 
November 16th, Diva had her first of 
two mastectomy surgeries. She came 
through with no major issues. The 
Oncologist, Dr. Goodman, and the 
Doctors at OSU are optimistic that after 
the second surgery that she will not 
need chemotherapy. 

Through this whole adventure Diva has 
been in great spirits. She loves to go for 

walks and enjoys hanging with Kate and 
Dale. She melts the hearts of everybody 
that have met this sweetheart. When 
she gets through the second surgery, 
which will be sometime in January, this 
wonderful girl will be able to start her 
journey for her forever home. 

Diva’s medical bills have been 
expensive. If you would like to help out 
with some of the cost, please consider 
donating to the GPA – WI Blue Fund by 
going to the GPA – WI website. 

Finally, If you would like to follow Diva’s 
progress through the surgeries and 
recovery, GPA – WI has setup a blog on 
our website. 

Please go to:
gpawisconsin.org/diva-the-journey 
and read the blog entries written by Kate. 

Birthday Cake for Dogs
Is your dog having a birthday, or another 
special day you want to celebrate with a 
special treat? If so, try this easy recipe 
for dog cake, made from ingredients you 
probably all ready have in your pantry. 
Your hound will love it!

1 egg
1⁄4 cup peanut butter
1⁄4 cup oil (canola, olive, vegetable)
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1⁄3 cup honey
1 cup shredded carrots
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 cup whole wheat flour*
(to make a grain-free or gluten-free 
version, use garbanzo bean or rice flour)

Preheat oven 350°. Grease a 6 cup ring 
mold, or bundt cake pan. Combine egg, 
peanut butter, oil, vanilla and honey in 
a large bowl. Blend well. Stir in carrots. 
Sift together flour and baking soda 
and fold into carrot mixture. Spoon into 
prepared pan.

Bake in preheated oven 40 minutes or 
until toothpick inserted comes out clean. 
Let cake cool in pan 10 minutes, then 
turn out onto wire rack to cool completely. 
Decorate with cream cheese, or melted 
peanut butter if desired. Cut into small 
slices for your dog to enjoy.

Disposable Boot DivaTraditional Boot

In Memory of...
September 2012 - December 2012

Ice Norwell
Anubis Jones
Sam Teuscher
Zoe Peters
Zippy Hecht-Zibrowski
Rosie Bennett-Kaufmann
Hondo Selkowe-Engle
Lisa Mickelson

Apple Wittman
Lady Wittman
Venessa Noah
Alec Agnew
Sonic Heiking
Twister Wittman
Kirk Wolf

Adoptions 
September 2012 - December 2012

Tucker Lee
Greta Hongisto
Echo Schmirler
Jade Warren
Zeus Lindner
Oliver Wise
Marty Lowery
Hip Hop Boyko
Pittsburgh Jackson
Wahoo Schedgick
Rusty Chistenson
Bernie Smith
Katie Racz
Lilly Arnell
Zebulon Wheeler
Pearl Goy
Jenny Karamus
Chase Place
Hector Rosen
Greyson Londono
Andrewe Rohlfing
Valencia Holtz
Dexter Weckwerth

Sugar Jovanovic
Cupcake Tessmer
Tyra Goff
Patty Bilicki
Ursula Mills
Poe Presper
Vesta Hunter
Rocky Klubertanz
Boxfish Zeiss
Mercury Boston
Dillard Frechette
Martina Byczek
Zwi Zuber
Fire McVicar
Jagger Porter
Mara Guss
Arrow Feavel
Mia Speerbrecker
Heider Cagle
Forest Knaviss
Wilson Hendrikson
Fred Agnew

Please let us know if we have somehow 
missed the name of a greyhound who 
should appear in this section.

Our Mission
GPA is a nationwide nonprofit, volunteer-supported organization dedicated to the 
placement of ex-racing Greyhounds in ideal home situations. 

Greyhound Pets of America-Wisconsin 
has a Loose, Lost or Found Greyhound 
Hotline. For information about what 
to do, or who to contact please visit: 
www.gpawisconsin.org/llf/ and please 
clip out and save this phone number 
for future use, or better yet, enter the 
number into your cell phone contacts so 
its readily available when you need it! 



18th Gala Greyhound Gathering

Event Photos

The Gala is fast approaching.  We hope you are as excited at we are for this annual event! Inside this issue you
will find a schedule, list of vendors, what will be featured at GPA Retail and much more information.  Once again
we have a whole day filled with greyt prizes and fun activities for you to participate in, all while we work hard to
raise money for the hounds.  We look forward to seeing you there!

Waukesha County Expo Center Arena • 1000 Northview Road, Waukesha, WI 53188
October 13, 2012 • 10 am - 4 pm

Logo Contest Winners!
Congratulations to our Gala Logo Contest Winners, Matea Losenegger
and Yumiko Takahashi who submitted these GREYT designs!  Look
for Gala tee shirts featuring these images at the GPA Retail Booth,
along with many other greyt items!  Thank you to all of our artists who
sent in entries.  We appreciate your creativity and hard work!
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Gala Donations
Every year, we are fortunate to receive a wide range of fabulous items
donated by our volunteers, supporters and adopters.  These donations
make it possible for our bag raffle and auctions to be so thrilling and
successful.  We are a little behind in collecting donations this year, and
still in need of hundreds of items to keep the tables full and raise
money for our GPA Greyhounds.  Can you help?  Do you have item or
two to donate? Or do you know a business or individual that might be
willing to provide something for our Gala?  If so, the Greyhounds would
be extremely grateful, and so would we.  Gala donations can be given
to any Board Member or brought to any of our Upcoming Events such
as Meet & Greets or the GPA Picnic.  Please see our Upcoming Events
Schedule listed on this page for donation drop off locations or contact
Heather Brandenburg, Donations Coordinator, for more information at
(414) 817-2301 or mkegreyhoundmom@gmail.com

Here are some of the larger prizes we’ve collected so far:
Queen Size Tempurpedic Signature Mattress
Handmade One-Of-A-Kind Pool Cue
Signed Packer Football
Crosley Director CD Recorder

We are counting on your help to make this the best Gala ever!

Upcoming Events
Kopp's Frozen Custard
Sept 17th, 6-8pm - Glendale  
Donation Drop Off & Social

GPA Cookout Picnic
Sept 23rd, 12-5pm  
Token Creek Park, Shelter #5
6200 US Hwy 51, DeForest
For more information check the
Events page of the Forum

Kopp's Frozen Custard
Sept 24th, 6-8pm - Greenfield
Donation Drop Off & Social

Yo Mama Frozen Yogurt
Oct 4th, 6-8pm - Wauwatosa
Donation Drop Off & Social

~  Below are photos of a few other Events GPA-WI has participated in this year.

Lake Walk for Cancer-Oconomowoc

Mounds Fest Meet & Greet - Sun Prairie

Miss Shorewood-Shorewood H.S.

Pins for Paws - Burlington

Play Date - Port Washington

Quaker Steak & Lube - Middleton

Mounds Fest Ball Bob - Sun Prairie

Golfing for
Greyhounds

- Cottage
Grove



Activities 10 a.m. ~ 4 p.m 
EVENTS ALL DAY:

Adoption Booth - Upstairs Mezzanine
Featuring some of our Adoptable Dogs

Blue Fund Bandanas - Raising Funds to assist
Medical or Special Needs Dogs

Canine Massage - Pamper Your Pooch
Dog Games & Contests - Enter & Play to Win!
Radar Run - Clock Your Dog's Running Speed
Food Vendor - Get Something Good to Eat
Grey Oaks Pet Photography - Professional

Photos of Your Pet. Reservations Required.
Nail Trims - Back loading dock. $10/dog. 
Also teeth cleaning with enzyme based
toothpaste gel and a foam from Tropiclean
for $5.00. Closes at 3 p.m. 

TIMED EVENTS:

11:00 Blessing of the Hounds
11:10 Group Roo! - A Gala Highlight 
12:00 1st set of Bag Raffles Ends 
12:45 Fashion Show 
1:00 Live Auction - Most Valuable Items 
2:00 2nd set of Bag Raffles Ends
2:30 Costume Contest - Prizes Awarded 
3:00 Silent Auction Ends
3:30 Big Cash Raffle Winner Announced
3:45 3rd and Final Bag Raffle Ends 

**Remember to bring address labels for your Bag
Raffle Tickets - saves your hand from cramping

writing out all those tickets!**

All well-mannered greyhounds and their 
families are welcome. Please remember to

monitor your hound carefully when 
interacting with other hounds, children 

or people.  And please be responsible by 
cleaning up after your pet. Thank you, and

have a GREYT time at the Gala!

Gala Schedule
Note: Times & Locations Subject to Change

GPA Retail
Show your GPA-Wisconsin
pride and help us raise
funds for the hounds by
picking up a tee shirt or
other item at the retail
booth.  We have a large
variety of items for sale,
including:  

Pint Glasses, Coffee
Mugs, Can Koozies, 
6 Pack Soft Coolers,

Plastic Drink Cups - NEW,
Hats, Sweatshirts,
Scarves, Tee-Shirts,
Fleece Jackets, 
Children’s Tees,
Notecards, Posters,
Magnets, Ornaments,
Zipperpulls, Keychains,
Dog Toys, Dog Tees,
Collars, Muzzles, and
much, much more!

What is the Gala?
If you are a new adopter,
you may be asking, what is
the Gala?  What do I need
to know about it before I
attend? In a nutshell, the
Gala is GPA-Wisconsin’s
largest fundraiser of the
year.  The money raised at
the Gala goes toward vet
care, boarding fees, and
adoption supplies to 
prepare the Greyhounds in
our program for their new
homes.  Gala is a fun day
of shopping, socializing and
prize winning.  There is a
gigantic bag raffle with 
hundreds of prizes.  A live
and silent auction with
some of our most valuable
items, there is pet 
photography, dog massage,
nail trimming, a fashion
show, and retail booths to
shop for just about anything

you or hound could want.
We also have a resale
shop for gently used items
at adiscount. There are
games and a radar run
where you pay a small fee
to get your dog clocked at
how fast they are and a
certificate to prove it!  

The main idea is for you
and your hound to have a
fun day, all while we work
to raise money to support
the greyt work that GPA-
Wisconsin does throughout
the year!  Please consult
the schedule to the left for
times and activities!
Admission is free, so you
have more money to spend
on raffles, auctions or stuff
you and your hound just
can’t live without!  Shop ‘til
you drop! Its for the Hounds!

Help GPA-Wisconsin by Eating at Chili’s!  
GPA-Wisconsin has paired up with Chili’s Restaurants again this year to raise money for Greyhound  Adoption.
From November 1st to December 31st, 2012 you can Dine-In or order To-Go at any Chili’s Restaurant across
the state and 10% of your purchase will be donated to GPA-WI.  

At the end of the designated time period, Chili’s will send GPA-WI a check for the total amount of money raised.
How cool is that?  And so easy! Last year we raised over $500, let’s try to beat that total in 2012!

Attached are vouchers which can be used state-wide at any Chili’s Restaurant.  If more are needed, simply
make a copy of this sheet to create additional vouchers.   Be sure the Location # at the bottom is visible.  This
is how Chili’s will track vouchers used on behalf of GPA-WI.  Go ahead - make copies for your family, friends
and co-workers - let’s see how much money we can raise to benefit our retired racing greyhounds!

When you dine at Chili’s, you’re helping the dogs!
For more information about this program, please visit our website at www.gpawisconsin.org.

Scene
from 
Gala 
2011

 



In Memory of...
March 2012 - September 2012

Paint Abbott
Ashley Agnew
Coral Bielke
Charge Bonde
Gracie Byczek
Frodo Devine
Grace Donald
Princess Fuchs
Manny Garvin
Ozzie Gauger
Belle Gedemer
Lainey Guss
Gumbo Engels-Hebert
Smoke Hokaj
Russell Hongisto
Lily Hotlen-Young
James Huelsemann
Thunder Hull
Max Jackson
Nadia Jensen
Bluejay Klotz
Star Kollath
Darby Krueger
Penny Liston

Raffle Tickets Are Here
Raffle tickets will be available at the Gala, but we need
your help selling these tickets to adopters or people you
know, especially if they cannot attend the Gala in person
so we have included some in this edition of the Couch
Potato Press. Proceeds from this raffle go directly to
benefit the dogs! FIRST PRIZE IS $1000 CASH!

Ticket stubs can be returned in the envelope provided
with a check for the appropriate amount. Donation
amount for one ticket is $5.00 or 3 tickets for $10.00.
Please return any stubs and donations in the envelope
provided by October 1st to be included in the raffle draw-
ing. Make checks payable to GPA-Wisconsin.

If you need additional tickets or have questions, please
contact the GPA-Treasurer, Cheryl Millard at 608-782-
5671 or email: kcmillard@charter.net. You need not be
present to win, so sell them to your family & friends, too!

Gala Vendors
These greyt vendors will be
joining us and offering their
products for you to purchase.
Each vendor also makes a
grand donation to our auction
or raffle, so look for their
items in prize packs, too! 

Blue Fund Bandanas
Candy’s Collars
Canine Massage by Kathleen
Clay Greys
Clean Break Cast Covers

Fast Jack
Garden Greyhounds
Gini’s Greyhound Fashions
Grey Oaks Petography
Greyt Glass
Midnight Sun Beading
Midwest Greyhound Adoption
Molly Crackers Attic
Petlicious Dog Bakery
Retired Greyhound Athletes
Voyager K9 Apparel

Note: Vendor list subject to change 
without notice.

Gala Volunteers
We simply could not
accomplish all the work
that needs to be done to
make the Gala a success
without the hard work of
our volunteers.  We are
still in need of help to
cover some shifts during
Gala day.  If you are able

to work a one hour shift in
a booth, or can help with
set up or clean up, please
contact our Gala Volunteer
Coordinator, Emily at: 
emilyjtalbert@gmail.com or
go to the Gala section of
the Forum and post in the
Volunteer Schedule thread.

Adoptions
March 2012 - September 2012

Board Members & Key Volunteers
There have been a few changes to the Board and
some key positions within the group in the last year.
To keep the membership up-to-date on these 
positions, we are listing them here. 

Board of Directors:
John Henninger: President
Rich McVicar: Secretary, Madison Adoption
Cheryl Millard: Treasurer
Danette Aberle: Madison Events & Volunteers
Kate Block: Foster Homes, Dog Intake
Heather Brandenburg: Milwaukee Adoption, 

Gala Donations
Keith Brandenburg: Board Member
Kim Good: Milwaukee Events & Volunteers

Key Volunteers:
Stephanie Vierling: LaCrosse Adoption, Events & 

Volunteers
Susan Fortkamp: HAWS Liason
Chris Straka: Kennel Manager
Michele Johnson: Retail Coordinator Co-Chair
Charlyne Straka: Retail Coordinator Co-Chair

Board Members and Key Volunteers can be reached
by sending a message through the website which will
be forwarded to them, or by calling the GPA Voicemail
and leaving a message.  A Board Member or
Volunteer will return your call or email as quickly as
possible.   www.gpawisconsin.org / 414-299-9473

GPA is Blue’s Egg
Organization of the Month!
Blue’s Egg is a local Milwaukee restaurant who believes in
giving back to the community. Each month Blue’s Egg
has a different “Egg Plate” and for every one plate sold $1
of it goes to different local charity. GPA has been chosen
as the charity for the month of September. The extra nice
thing about this program is that anyone who orders the
“Egg Plate” will be helping GPA! If you would like to go out
for a great breakfast and support GPA in the process, stop
by Blue’s Egg at 317 N 76th St, Milwaukee, WI 53213.
Thanks, Blue's Egg for supporting our hounds!

Gypsy Lynch
Missy Meinke
Amigo Mohr
Cindy Musbach
Betty Nickel
Triscuit O'Connor
Suzy O'Reilly
Gabe Pezzi
Clover Polkow
Belle Puls
Nell Robitaille
Sawyer Rogahn
Kacy Rosso-Woythal
Dugan Schulkers
Cameo Schultz
Eddy Sey
Moon Sharp
Lola Stuhr
Redman TenHoven
Hurley Terpstra
Milo Tiedt
Kiki Waldman
Ruby Watson
Larry WeissTake time to stop and smell the flowers ~ Belle Puls

Janet Angelos
Big Daddy Barachy
Maple Bartow
Seamus Bunn
Topper Burch
Cal Cadwallader
Allie Cappozzo
Samantha Donald
Hank Dowd
Dottie Forsythe
Rumble Fortkamp
Stella Frye
Charm SanFelipo-

Gellendin
Image Gill
Zelda Glazer
Belle Halbisch
Jet Hecht-Zibrowski
Dean Herr
Bindy Hotlen-Young
Ami Hull
Mona Lisa
Hunnicutt
Jake Jerue
Carie Jones
Freya Johnson
Mulligan Kwitek
Milo Larsen
Frieda Laurenzi
Bear Lippincott

Runner Lowisz
Chase Lynch
Tulip Malchow
Chloe Mandelbaum
Millie Markiewicz-

Wastlick
Cindy Nickel
Max Nickelbine
Rigby Olson
Fosbury O'Connor
Danny O'Reilly
Sam Reimer
Veronica Rogahn
Bobo Rohlfing
Jack Smith
Lester Schulkers
Violet Schweiger
Guss Szyjewski
Casey Stokes
Breeze Stuhr
Sly Talbert
Quin Tiedt
Major Walczak
Alyssa Weisman
Chickpea Wilkosz

If we have somehow
missed the name of a
Greyhound who should be
listed, please let us know.

Make time to enjoy playing with friends  ~ Gracie Byczek



2nd Annual Pins for 
Paws Recap
On March 18, 2012, the 2nd Annual Pins for Paws
event was held at the Town and Country Lanes in
Burlington, WI. We had 18 teams made up of 112
bowlers and greyhound enthusiasts.  Everyone joined
the festivities to bowl, win prizes, and share lunch.
Rex, the greyhound, showed up to represent all the
greyhounds we were helping!  

Proceeds from this event netted $4,838.60 to benefit
GPA-Wisconsin and our adoptable hounds! Nice work
everyone! Special thanks go out to our sponsors and in
kind donors!

Business Sponsors:
Nature Select - Lake Barrington, IL
Lake City Tattoo
Case's Turn of the Century B&B - Lake Geneva, WI
Kilwin's - Lake Geneva, WI 
Fancy Fakes - Lake Geneva, WI
Global Gourmet - Lake Geneva, WI
Clear Water Outdoor - Lake Geneva, WI
The Cornerstone Shop - Lake Geneva, WI
Milwaukee Brewers Baseball – Milwaukee, WI
Skydive Chicago – Chicago, IL
Zeus & Co. Evanston, IL
Just Like Home Doggie Motel  Watertown, WI

Special Thanks:
Mr. Frank Malinowski for his generous monetary donation.
Mrs. Nancy Popiela for donating her talent, time and
love in making the greyhound photo pillows and GPA
T-Shirt Bags.

And to all bowlers, volunteers and prize donators! 
Thank you for
helping us put on
a greyt event and
making it bigger
than last year!
See you next
year, when we
introduce the 
GPA Pins for
Paws T-shirt!

4th Annual Golfing 
For Greyhounds

Golfing for
Greyhounds 4
was a huge 
success
despite the
drizzly wet
weather that
Mother Nature
served up.  A

full slate of golfers ventured onto the course to raise
money for the hounds.  The putting contest and first tee
marshmallow drive were fun additions to the day!  After
golfing, participants enjoyed a hot lunch, silent auction
and prizes were awarded. Every golfer walked away
with a prize token from the day. The event raised
$8,600 for the hounds!  

We would like to extend a special thank you to all our
golfers, sponsors, donors and volunteers who help
make this outing a great success!

Our Hole Sponsors:

WIN!!
Demure Designs (Christin Nowinski)
McGrady’s Good Parts-Beyond the Pale (Paul Reak)
Tali Greyhounds (Penny and Erik Wick)

PLACE!!
D & J Heating & Air Conditioning, LLC (Jesse Talbert)
DKM Consultants
Eflexgroup.com
Modern Woodman of America—Larry Marlette
Mounds Pet Food Warehouse

SHOW!!
Ameritus Group Dental and Vision Benefits
Beloved Hecht Zibrowski Hounds, Past and Present
Great Dane Pub and Brewery
Harrison Hounds-Past, Present & Future (Sarah Harrison)
Leslie Hill-In Loving Memory of Matt Hill
In Memory of Happy Hound (Bob Cohen)
Larry and Pam Williamson
Payton Blue and Emerald Kathleen(Joyce Wells)
Princess & Nikk (Rod and Teri Dube)
Ruffin’ It Resort
VanLeirsburg/Marciniec Fur Kids (Peggy Marciniec)

Cash and In-Kind Donors 

Alesia Bock & Heather Fries
Capital Brewery
Grey Oaks Photography
Joyce Wells
Larry Sharp
Paulus Printing

Silent Auction/
Prize Donors

Ale Asylum Brewery Bad Dog Frida
Buffalo Wild Wings Culver’s
Candy’s Collars-Mary Koenig Dexter’s Pub
Capital Brewery Danette Aberle
Rod and Teri Dube Eflexgroup.com
Elements Massage Glass Nickel Pizza
Great Clips Grey Oaks Photography
Hooters Restaurant HyVee Food Stores
Kneaded Relief Day Spa Mad City Cocktails
Malt House-Bill Rogers Massage Envy
Therese McMillan Clay Mehnert
Milwaukee Admirals Noodles Restaurant
Mounds Pet Food Warehouse Gary Murphy
Old Sugar Distillery Olive Garden Restaurant
Outback Steakhouse Gina Patton
Ellen Paulus Red Lobster Restaurant
Prime Quarter Restaurant Paul and Lynelle Reak
Red Robin Restaurant Slumberland Furniture
Salon Rue Cler-Heidi Jennings TGI Friday’s
Steve Schmitt-ShoeBox, Rookies
TRICOR-Jodi & Archie Vorwald
Jesse Talbert Texas Roadhouse
The Ultimate Spa and Salon Voyagers Jewelry Design
Travis Hasse’s DrinkPie Vitense Playland
Von Rutenberg Ventures Wilson’s Bar and Grill

GPA-WI Needs You!
As you all know, GPA-Wisconsin is an organization run
by all volunteers.  There are no paid positions, and the
group could not exist or function without everyone
pitching in to participate in whatever way they feel most
comfortable.  That being said, we are at a point where
we are in great need of more volunteers.  We can use
more help covering Meet and Greets to get the word
out about Greyhound Adoption, we can use assistance
at the kennel to walk dogs and help prepare them for
Adoption Day.  Foster homes are always in high
demand, especially when we get a haul of new dogs, or
a lot of new adopters who’s pups need a couple weeks
with an experienced family before going to their new
home.  We could also use help with grant writing,
production of this newsletter, dog transport, and a

whole host of other tasks that must get done on a daily
basis to keep the group going.  Do you have a talent or
time to share?  Would you be willing to serve as a 
representative of GPA-Wisconsin, and help us get more
Greyhounds adopted?  If so, please contact a Board
Member, your Adoption Rep, or email in to the website
to let us know you are willing to help.  It takes a lot of
manpower to be a successful group, so there are
always additional tasks to be done.  If you are all ready
volunteering, thank you so much.  We simply could
not continue our work without all of you.

Lost & Found Greyhounds
In the March edition of the newsletter, we featured
a quick tip list for lost or found greyhounds.  Since
that publishing, we’ve posted an UPDATED lost
dog checklist and other information which is now
available  to view or download at:  

gpawisconsin.org/LLF

You can report a loose, lost or found 
greyhound dog calling or texting our

Greyhound Hotline at  414-301-2599.
This number is monitored 24/7!

Please contact us at any hour of the day or
night if you need assistance.





December 2011 - March 2012 

Josie Allen 
Cupid Bilicki 
lzzie Bunn 
Thunder Bunn 
Thomas Cadwallader 
Keller Davey 
Bella Eernisse-Scalet 
Zander Graff 
Buford Hanson 
Armani Jerue 

Eddie Lee 
Sassy McManus 
Bo Peckham 
Teku Penarker 
Super Racz 
Loomis Skudlarczyk 
Dewey Smith 
Johnny Stokes 
Ruben Wesolek 

December 2011 - March 2012 

Kayla Amerani Toby Quest 
Rio (Brewski) Baker Molly Pezzi 
Zephyr (Plenty) Bauer Kona Reister 
Smile Becker Thunder Ruland 
Willie Burke Warp Schilling 
Onyx (Show) Cieminski Kristy Seidl 
Cider Frye Poncho Smoko 
Noel Hayes Kit (Stella) Stancik 
Solace Heun Bacci Truax 
Rusty (Freeway) Kammerer Fred Walton 
Rain Kosinski Pete Weissgerber 
Jack LaFond Silver Wesolek 
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Upcoming Events
Monthly Meet & Greets

Check the website Calendar of
Events for dates and times.  If you
would like to volunteer at a M&G,

please let us know!

Greyhound Gala 2012
October 13, 2012

Waukesha County Expo Center Arena

For more information on these
events, please visit our website 

at www.gpawisconsin.org

Another Gala has come
and gone but prepara-
tions for next year’s Gala
are all ready in progress!
2011 produced another
successful year thanks to
the generosity of our sup-
porters and adopters like

you! Over $30,000 was
raised for the dogs.
Awesome work!  The
commitment and dedica-
tion of our volunteers and
donors is much appreciat-
ed. On behalf of GPA-WI
and the greyhounds we
serve, THANK YOU!!

Cover Dogs Kit & Tyra

Chili’s Fundraiser
In the Gala issue of the newsletter, we included
a voucher for the Pepper Partner Program
which partner’s Chili’s Restaurants across the
state with GPA-Wisconsin.  This program allows
10% of sales to be donated to GPA-WI if you
bring in the voucher when you eat at Chili’s
Restaurant during the month of November and
December 2011.  We are happy to report that as
of this writing, the total amount raised so far is
$373.16.  With nearly two more weeks to go, we
should be able to shatter last year’s total!  This
fundraiser runs until December 31st. Keep on
eating at Chili’s and support the Hounds!

GPA-Wisconsin
Post Office Box 2115
Madison,WI   53701-2115

PRSRTSTD
USPOSTAGE

PAID
GRAFTON, WI
PERMITNO. 11

❄
Happy New Year! ❄
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is a quarterly publication of Greyhound Pets of  America-Wisconsin, a non-profit organization dedicated to placing ex-racing greyhounds in loving
homes as pets.  Please direct any correspondence, address changes or donations to:

GPA-Wisconsin, Post Office Box 2115, Madison, WI 53701-2115    or    visit our website at www.gpawisconsin.org

Nancy J. Schaff

W226 S5720 Woodside Ct.
Waukesha, WI 53189

262/548-3979
262/548-3982 (Fax)

Email: njschaff@wi.rr.com
www.dogsandtheirpeople.com

www.dogcoats.com
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Ad Space Available! $25/Issue
Thank you to our current sponsors!
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WWW.COLDNOSECANINE.COM 

Photo below courtesy of 
Grey-Oaks Pet-ography

Would you like to volunteer with GPA-Wisconsin? 
Do you have an idea or event that might help GPA-WI fulfill 

its mission and help our Greyhounds find homes?  
If so, please contact a Board Member or email in 
via the website for more information.  Thank you!

Kit (JJ Rocky Road) age 5, and Tyra (Flying Tyra)
age 6, are two sweet ebony girls who live in the
Kenosha area with their family, the Straka’s.  They
were the lucky winners of a Gala Bag Raffle 
containing the Cover Dog auction item allowing
them to be featured on our December issue!
Congratulations to the Straka Family!

Gala Wrap Up



Couch Potatoes With New Homes  — October -December 2011
Ruby (Rookie) Birks
Cash Conlin
Tango Conlin
Tyger (Millenium) Curran
Tazo (Venture) Dever
Penny Goff
Zander Graff
Larry (Bobby) Hill-Karbowski
Wes Holtz

Sphinx Huckstorf
Billie Jean Johnson
Colonel (Supreme) Klink
Vash (Patch) Kriho
Milo (Pacific) Lemke
Dancer Louis
May Marks
Obi (Alex) Miller
Maida Pinkerton

Paddy (Strick) Reak
Rosie Resan
Virgil (Chuck) Richardson-Winship
Moody Smars
Willow Soya
Monroe (Mustang) Templin
Essie Wesolek
The Dude Whitesitt

�    In Memory, October - December 2011 �

Zero Amman
Galileo Carnes
Attilla Chesky

Copper Dombrowski
Shiver Finley

Ginger Gajkowski
Vana Gardner

Enya Hansen
Dancer Hayes

Allie Holtz
Ranger Johnson

Anubis Kern
Quiver Kramer

Doc McCracken

Super Code McGavin
Brin Paque

Polar Bear Reak
Lady Rosien
Simon Wentz

Disco Wesolek

These beloved greyhounds have recently passed over.  We’d like to honor them by publishing their names in our newsletter. Please let
us know if there is a hound who should be remembered. We hope the list is always short. We encourage friends and relatives to con-
sider a donation to GPA or the Blue Fund in their hound’s memory. Memorials are greatly appreciated and will be acknowledged with a
note to the family.

Dear Kyra,

I have a confession to make. I know
we greyhounds come from an
ancient line. We have raced, hunt-
ed and our ancestors crouched at
the throne of Pharoahs, but last
night I crossed the line and did a
BAD THING. I don't know what
got into me. Here's what hap-
pened....my beloved people bought
a two pound boneless steak for
supper. You should have seen
it...red, juicy, lean and choice...any-
way they had put it on the stove to
thaw, right about nose level. Then
they did the weirdest thing, they
went outside to enjoy the evening
air. They just LEFT it there!

This is hard part, Kyra. I took the
steak, the whole steak, and ate it in
the front room. By the time they
came in and gave a shout, only a
little puddle of juice remained.
Apparently they had not left it for
me even though it was RIGHT
THERE! What can I do? How can I
make it up to them? That steak
tasted so good but they weren't so
happy. Today they seem to have
gotten over it, but I am worried.
Should I enroll in rehab? Is there a
rehab for this? Do you think they'll
give me up? Did they REALLY not

mean for me to have it? I toss and
turn trying to nap, which is really
bad for greyhound, but still I do not
understand. I only hope you can
help.

Anxiously awaiting your reply,
In the Doghouse

Dear Doghouse,

Those pesky hoomans are so odd
aren’t they? This is a case of
hoomans not understanding how to
protect what is theirs. Unlike
hounds, hoomans do not bury their
food or carry it to their beds for
safekeeping. Instead, they often
leave even their most prized catch-
es just lying around unguarded!
Hound instincts take over and there
you are, eating your hooman’s food
and lying neck deep in trouble.
The solution is obvious—your
hoomans need to keep their food in
a safe place, and perhaps you do
need a little therapy.

My hooman trained me to curtail
my instincts. When I walked by the
counter and sniffed she would say
“NO” in her growl voice and give
me that look. If I still persisted the
most horrible thing would happen.
WATER would shoot out from a
small plastic thing in her hand mak-
ing me WET! It was truly AWFUL!
I learned fast to not “counter surf”

when she was around, but then she
started tricking me. She would lay
chicken or another goody right in
my line of sight then seemingly
walk away or hide. When I just lift-
ed my head to sniff—WHAMMO—
the stream of awful WATER would
strike from an unknown location!
Well, that was it for me, no more
touching ANY food unless it was in
my bowl or she gave it to me. I
have heard other hoomans have
lined counter tops with tin foil,  and
cans of pennies that fly off to scare
us and keep us away. Hopefully
your hoomans can help you learn
to ignore your instincts and be
more mindful of their treasures.

Hang in there,
Kyra

PS-I do not think they will return
you for following your instincts.
They love you - you are, afterall, a
GREYHOUND! However, until
your hooman has you trained, I
would be especially careful with
these howlidays. There are all sorts
of DELICIOUS smelling treats and
even I am tempted to sniff and
sneak a treat now and then.
REMIND your hooman how dan-
gerous the holidays are for you and
see that they keep things like food,
poinsettias and breakables extra
secure because everyone slips up
sometimes!

Ask Kyra

Golfing For Greyhounds 2011
Golfing For Greyhounds 2011 was another fun year of greyt
weather, greyt golfing and greyt support for GPA-Wisconsin!
Thank you to our generous sponsors and donors. 

Hole Sponsors
Demure Designs (Christin Nowinski)
Celebrating McGrady’s Good Parts, LLC (Paul and Lynelle
Reak)
Travis Hasse’s Original Apple Pie Liquor
Sunny Day and Grace (Larry Sharp and Kay Kriewald)
Capital Water Softener (Erik Wick)
Eflexgroup.com
D and J Heating and Air Conditioning LLC (Jesse Talbert)
Modern Woodman of America—Larry Marlette
Tali Greyhounds (Penny Wick)
Beloved Hecht Zibrowski Hounds, Past and Present
DKM Consulting
Great Dane Pub and Brewery
Hy-Vee Food Stores
In Loving Memory of our Friend, Siggy (Princess and Nikki
Dube)
Mounds Pet Food Warehouse
Payton Blue (Joyce Wells)
Ruffin’ It Resort
TRICOR Insurance (Jodi and Archie Vorwald)

Cash and In-Kind Donors 
Alesia Bock and Heather Fries
Capital Brewery
Gordon Ridley
Grey Oaks Pet-ography
Joyce Wells
Paulus Printing

Silent Auction/Prize Donors
Ale Asylum Brewery
Bad Dog Frida
Buffalo Wild Wings
Candy’s Collars-MaryKoenig
Capital Brewery
Culver’s
Danette Aberle
Diane Cobb
Eflexgroup.com
Ellen and Bob Paulus
Food Fight RestaurantGroup
Glass Nickel Pizza
Great Clips
Grey Oaks Pet-ography
Hair Tex-Margo
Hooters Restaurant
Lucky Dog Day Care
Jeff Klinkner
Kathleen Folz
Kneaded Relief Day Spa
Leslie and Matt Hill
Malt House-Bill Rogers
Massage Envy
Menard’s
Michael’s Frozen Custard
MOKA Coffee
Mounds Pet Food Warehouse

Noodles Restaurant
Oasis Day Spa
Olive Garden
Outback Steakhouse
Penny Wick
Potosi Brewery
Prime Quarter Restaurant
Red Robin Restaurant
Salon Rue Cler- Heidi Jennings
Slumberland Furniture
Arlington Hts Park District -
John Robinson
Sprecher’s Restaurant
Steve Schmitt –
ShoeBox,Rookies,Mallard’s)
Susan Ehlert
Teri and Rod Dube
Texas Roadhouse
The Ultimate Spa and Salon
Voyagers Jewelry Design
TRICOR-Jodi and Archie Vorwald

Union Cab-Larry Sharp
Vitense Playland
Von Rutenberg Ventures
Wilson’s Bar and Grill
Woodman’s Markets
Yahara Bay Distillers



Upcoming Events
17th Annual Gala

Greyhound Gathering
Saturday, October 15

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Waukesha County Expo 

Center Arena
1000 Northview Road 
Waukesha, WI 53188

Directions:
From I-94, exit Hwy J in Waukesha.  

South on Hwy J to Northview, then west 
to the Expo Center Arena (the big dome).

Our monthly Meet & Greet 
schedule can be found at:

www.gpawisconsin.org/events/
meet_n_greets.php

For more information on these
events, please visit our website

www.gpawisconsin.org

The Couch Potato Press
October 2011 - Gala Edition

A quarterly publication of

Greyhound Pets of America - Wisconsin
P.O. Box 2115  •  Madison, WI 53701

Voicemail: 414.299-9473  •  www.gpawisconsin.org

Our Mission
GPA is a nationwide non-
profit, volunteer-supported
organization dedicated to
the placement of 
ex-racing Greyhounds 
in ideal home situations. 

The Countdown is On!

Thank You to Lori Mayer
for creating this awesome 2011 Gala
Logo.  There were a lot of greyt designs
this year, and we appreciate the effort
all the artists put into this year’s 
competition.  Look for this logo on
Gala Tee’s & more at GPA-Retail!

Report a 
LOST

or FOUND GREYHOUND
414-301-2599

call or text 24 hrs a day

✁
Clip & Save - New Lost
Dog Hotline Number

GPA Retail Goods!
GPA-WI has our own booth at the
Gala, selling products with our logo
on it. All proceeds from this booth 
go directly to helping our GPA dogs. 

Our exciting list includes:

Coffee Mugs, Hats, Sweatshirts, Scarves,
Keychains,Tee-Shirts, Dog Toys, Dog Tees,
Notecards, Magnets, Ornaments, Zipperpulls,
Fleece Jackets, Children’s Tees, Collars,
Muzzles, Pint Glasses, 6 Pack Soft Coolers,
GPA Posters, and much, much more!

Stop over to purchase your GPA
items. Show your GPA pride!
We accept credit cards!

Other Supporting Vendors:
Best Dog Leash Caddies, Blue Fund
Bandanas, Candy’s Collars,
ClayGreys, Clean/Break Cast Covers,
Fast Jack, Jack C Loyda (Pet Insurance),
Gini’s Greyhound Fashions, 
Grey Oaks Photography, Greyt Glass,
Lola’s Jammies, Midnight Sun
Beading, Midwest Greyhound
Adoption, MollyCracker’s Attic,
Petlicious Dog Bakery, Retired
Greyhound Athletes, The Artist Brush,
Vintage Hound, Voyagers K9 Apparel

The Gala is almost here!  Have you
purchased raffle tickets for our Big
Cash Raffle?  Have you put together
your donation basket or contacted
Heather or Sheryl to get your donated
items to them?  Have you signed up
with Laura to work a shift at the
event?  Well...if not, you better get
moving!  Time is running out!
Contact us via website or Forum!

This year’s Gala is sure to be filled
with great prizes, fun games, awe-
some auctions, and lots of socializ-
ing!  Its really the event of the year,
and GPA-WI counts on all of you to
help make this event a huge success! 

Fabulous prizes you could win!
- 32 inch Samsung LED HDTV
- Time Share Vacation in Florida
- Brett Favre Signed Packer Helmet
- A Perfect Order of Finish from Dairyland
- Meeting of the Racers Print
- Louis Vuitton Silk Scarf (Airplane Motif)
- Doris White Abstract Framed Art
- Retirement Bound & Home Stretch Prints
- Budweiser Neon Bar Sign



Activities 10 a.m. ~ 4 p.m 

EVENTS ALL DAY:

Adoption Booth - New Location! Upstairs!
Blue Fund Bandanas - For Medical Needs Dogs
Canine Massage - Pamper Your Pooch
Dog Games & Contests - Enter To Win!
Radar Run - Clock Your Dog's Speed
Food Vendor - Get Something Good to Eat
Grey Oaks Pet Photography - Professional

Photos of Your Pet. Reservations Required.
Nail Trims - Back loading dock. $10/dog. 
Also teeth cleaning with enzyme based
toothpaste gel and a foam from Tropiclean
for $5.00. Closes at 3 p.m. 

TIMED EVENTS:

11:00 Blessing of the Hounds
11:10 Group Roo! - A Gala Highlight 
12:00 1st set of Bag Raffles Ends 
12:45 Fashion Show 
1:00 Live Auction - Most Valuable Items 
2:00 2nd set of Bag Raffles Ends
2:30 Costume Contest - Prizes Awarded 
3:00 Silent Auction Ends
3:30 Big Cash Raffle Winner Announced
3:45 3rd and Final Bag Raffle Ends 

**Remember to bring address labels for your
Bag Raffle Tickets - saves your hand from

cramping writing out all those tickets!**

All well-mannered greyhounds and their
families are welcome. Please remember to
monitor your hound carefully when 
interacting with other hounds, children 
or people.  And please be responsible by 
cleaning up after your pet. Thank you, and
have a GREYT time at the Gala!

The Gala Schedule
Note: Times & Locations Subject to Change

Wristbands for Rosie
Don't let Gala pass by without
buying your Blue Fund
Wristband!  This year wristband
sales will off-set the cost of 
surgery for Rosie.  Rosie is just
two years old and partially blind
due to a detached retina and
blood clot, but with YOUR help
we are going to be able to help
restore Rosie’s sight!  

Buy your Blue Fund Wristband at GPA Retail and help us
help the hounds who need us most!

BBLLUUEE FFUUNNDD

Bitten by the Greyhound Collector Bug?
by Kathleen Folz

Some people collect stamps, coins, salt and pepper shakers -
you-name-it. Greyhound adopters are in danger of collecting all
of these, especially if they in some way depict a greyhound!
Once you turn on your “greyhound radar” it's not hard to do. But
what kind of collector are you? Are you the “Sighthound” type
who uses your trained eyes to spot a greyhound clock at a 
rummage, a pin at a thrift store or an old racing muzzle at an
antique shop? Or maybe you are the “Couch Potato” type who
prefers to search online from the comfort of your own couch?

While our greyhounds are busy collecting all the stuffies around
the house, we are busy putting greyhound prints on the walls,
putting a new mug in the cupboard or placing the antique
Staffordshire greyhound on the mantle. Greyhounds have been
depicted in ancient art and throughout the centuries on pottery,
tapestries and paintings. The Art Deco period (1920's-1940's)
saw them used for their long and graceful form on every man-
ner of home decor. The greyhound has found itself the logo for
more than a bus company. There are greyhound sewing
machines, travel irons and cameras just to name a few. The
possibilities for collectors are endless!

If you have a special item or if the bug has really bitten you,
consider sharing a photo and story on Our Greyt Forum. We'll
start a “Greyhound Collection” thread under “General Topics”.
We want to hear about your greyhound collectible finds of art,
kitsch,books, wearables or...? Tell us what kind of collector you

are! Keep
your eyes
open for Gala
teasers too.
The GPA-WI
Gala and our
eBay auctions
are greyt
places to find
your next 
greyhound
collectible!



Couch Potatoes With New Homes: 
July - Sept. 2011Point Dutcher

Trudy Fuhrman
Gypsy Haber-Betz
Halle (Fax) Haig
Ripley Hartman
Jimmy Hill
Regal Hudson
Bones Kebbekus
Beetle (Beadle) Kienahs
Ludlow Knackstedt
Trey (Dallas) Lanto-Stehlik
Kahn Lardinois
Mariam Mattson

Missie Mayer
Cane Merrison

Willow (Sheila) Michalets
Cindy (Linda) Musbach

Kayla Nelson
Ice Norwell

Wylie (Renegade) Pausch
Rocky Racz

Dillon Robertson
Poncho Schamberg

Diesel Schultz
Trey Topp

Mr. Who Winkler-O’Donahue

x    In Memory, July - September 2011 x

Hawksey Abbott
Abbey Agnew

Vera Allen
Kenya Arnold-Mora

Dusty Drifka
Nora Gannon

Tweed Kempken
Quiver Kramer

Naples Krouse
Meb Lemke
Kanga Nett

Gilligan Nichols
Sandy Olson-Westphal

Oliver Powers
Cutter Randall
Quaker Randall

Tony Reimer
Mouse Resan

Smokis Slabaugh
Steven’s Sassy Spencer

Jack Strenn
Bear Weckwerth

Sizzle Weyenberg
Shauna Wintheiser

These beloved greyhounds have recently passed over.  We’d like to honor them by publishing their names in our
newsletter. Please let us know if there is a hound who should be remembered. We hope the list is always short. We
encourage friends and relatives to consider a donation to GPA or the Blue Fund in their hound’s memory. Memorials are
greatly appreciated and will be acknowledged with a note to the family.

• WANTED• 
GPA-WI is seeking a new Retail
Coordinator.  Volunteer would be
responsible for managing, 
overseeing design, and marketing
GPA-WI retail items.  This would
include, but not be limited to, 
overseeing the online store, 
hosting E-bay auctions, and 
managing retail for the Gala.  If
you love fashion, sales, and have
a good head for controlling the
ebb of supply and demand then
we need YOU!  Please see any
Board Member for a more detailed
job description.

Ask Kyra
Dear Kyra,
I just got my hoomans this year and its
greyt!  They keep talking about taking me
to a gala though.  What is a Gala?  Do I
need to dress up?  I hear it has food and I
may get to run fast and see lots of other
greyhounds...is this true?  Is there any-
thing I should know, you KNOW my
hoomans are a forgetful bunch. It sounds
like hound HEAVEN-but can it be real?

Sincerely,

Gala Newbie

Dear Newbie,
It is true.  There is such a place as Gala
and it is one of the best places on
EARTH!  There are games, people to pet
you, hounds, a place to run fast, and tons
of greyhound stuff to buy (seriously, you
NEED a new collar and your hooman
doesn't even HAVE a greyhound shirt
yet???!!!).  You know how hoomans are
though, they always forget we can't use
their weird potty devices so make yours
bring bags so you don't have to hold it all
day!  You will see tons of greyt things to
win too!  Your human needs to bring
address labels or a GOOD pen to write
their name on these weird paper things
that get put in bags to get you GOOD stuff

(ok, sometimes its for the hoomans too
but I GUARANTEE you will get spoiled).  
I suggest dressing up in your best hound
apparel as there is a photographer to take
your picture, but if they forget there will be
places to buy new collars and coats and
EVERYTHING!  Remember that there will
be some other small dogs so bring your
muzzle just in case!  Finally, don't forget to
let your hooman know when you are tired.
It can be a long day and its nice to get a
break outside sometimes since there is so
much going on inside.  

Hope to see you there!

Kyra
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Pepper Partner Program
Bring this voucher when you visit (Dine In or 
To Go) the Chili’s location identified below 
and 10% of your purchase (excluding taxes) 

will benefit:
GREYHOUND PETS OF 
AMERICA-WISCONSIN

Group/Charity

NOVEMBER 1ST – 
DECEMBER 31ST

Event/Exp. Date
One coupon per person, per visit at participating Chili’s restaurants only. Cannot 

be combined with any other offer. Offer ends per expiration date above.  

ALL WISCONSIN CHILI’S LOCATIONS
Chili’s Location/Telephone 
#99999000001722

Pepper Partner Program
Bring this voucher when you visit (Dine In or 
To Go) the Chili’s location identified below 
and 10% of your purchase (excluding taxes) 

will benefit:
GREYHOUND PETS OF 
AMERICA-WISCONSIN

Group/Charity

NOVEMBER 1ST – 
DECEMBER 31ST

Event/Exp. Date
One coupon per person, per visit at participating Chili’s restaurants only. Cannot 

be combined with any other offer. Offer ends per expiration date above.  

ALL WISCONSIN CHILI’S LOCATIONS
Chili’s Location/Telephone 
#99999000001722

Pepper Partner Program
Bring this voucher when you visit (Dine In or 
To Go) the Chili’s location identified below 
and 10% of your purchase (excluding taxes) 

will benefit:
GREYHOUND PETS OF 
AMERICA-WISCONSIN

Group/Charity

NOVEMBER 1ST – 
DECEMBER 31ST

Event/Exp. Date
One coupon per person, per visit at participating Chili’s restaurants only. Cannot 

be combined with any other offer. Offer ends per expiration date above.  

ALL WISCONSIN CHILI’S LOCATIONS
Chili’s Location/Telephone 
#99999000001722

Help GPA-Wisconsin 

by Eating at Chili’s!
GPA-Wisconsin has paired up with Chili’s Restaurants
again this year to raise money for Greyhound  Adoption.
From November 1st to December 31st, 2011 you can 
Dine-In or order To-Go at any Chili’s Restaurant across the
state and 10% of your purchase will be donated to GPA-WI.  

At the end of the designated time period, Chili’s will send 
GPA-WI a check for the total amount of money raised. 

How cool is that? And so easy!

Attached are 3 vouchers which can be used state-wide at
any Chili’s Restaurant.  If more are needed, simply make a
copy of this sheet to create additional vouchers.   Be sure
the Location # at the bottom is visible.  This is how Chili’s
will track vouchers used on behalf of GPA-WI.  Go ahead -
make copies for your family, friends and co-workers - let’s
see how much money we can raise to benefit our retired rac-
ing greyhounds!

When you dine at Chili’s, you’re helping the dogs!
For more information about this program, please visit our

website at www.gpawisconsin.org.
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Upcoming Events
Golfing for Greyhounds
Sunday August 28, 2011

8 a.m. Shotgun Start
Door Creek Golf Course, 

Cottage Grove, WI
More information available on the

home page: www.gpawisconsin.org

4th Annual HAWS Pet Fair
Saturday, August 20, 2011

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Rotary Park, Menomonee Falls

GPA will have a booth promoting
Greyhound Adoption. 

To volunteer, please contact 
Heather: hbranden@wi.rr.com

Capital Brewery Cookout
September 18, 2011

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Capital Brewery Bier Garden

7734 Terrace Avenue, Madison
Picnic food provided. Beverages for purchase.

Families & Dogs welcome. 
RSVP to Danette: baileybirds@yahoo.com

Quaker Steak & Lube
Monday, September 26, 2011
Fundraiser from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.

4900 S. Moorland Road, New Berlin
Hounds welcome. 5% of daily

menu sales donated to GPA-WI

Gala Greyhound Gathering
Saturday, October 15, 2011

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Waukesha County Expo Arena
Get ready for the best one yet!

For more information on these
events, please visit our website 

at www.gpawisconsin.org
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The Gala might seem far away, but
October will be here before you
know it! A large number of things
that need to be completed in
advance, such as getting all those
retail items, including Gala  t-shirts
ordered and printed!  Therefore, we
need your help to get that logo
design pinned down very soon so
that all those cool items can get into
production!  

Specifics of the logo contest are:
1) Submission deadline: Aug. 15
2) Artwork must include the 

following elements:  
a. GPA-Wisconsin or 

Greyhound Pets of  America-WI

b. www.gpawisconsin.org
c. October 15, 2011 
d. 17th Annual Gala 

Greyhound Gathering

Other design elements left up to the
artist.  Winner will receive a free tee
shirt featuring your design, and our
undying gratitude for your time and
effort.  Please submit your design or
questions about the logo contest to
Sheryl:  saclouse@charter.net

You have delivered some fabulous
designs in the past, and we look for-
ward to seeing what your creative
minds can come up with 
this time!

• • • Annual Gala Logo Contest! • • •
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Pet Sitting Services
Quality care for your hound in our home while you are away.

15 years of greyhound experience.  
Seniors and special needs welcome. Call for rates and availability.

Percent of proceeds donated back to GPA-WI

Bob and Ellen Paulus
262.285.7060 • pauprint@sbcglobal.net

Beating the Heat!
by Kathleen Folz

We've had a wide range of temper-
atures this summer and chances
are you noticed your greyhound
prefers the cooler days. Just like
many of us, our greys become a bit
slower on walks, seek a cool place
to rest and drink more water. We
don't want to give up our walks,
romps and other activities but, we
need to be aware that these activi-
ties may stress our greys in hot and
humid weather. Their only means of
cooling down is the quick panting
which moves air and evaporates
moisture within the respiratory tract.
Only a very little sweating occurs in

the foot pads. As their humble
guardians, we need to make sure
the stress of the summer weather is
minimal. Here are some tips to
keep your greyhound cool and 
comfortable in summer weather.

-Walks and dog park outings should
be early or late enough in the day
when the temperature is cooler.

(Continued on Page 2)



Special Thanks: 
Mr. Frank Malinowski for his 
generous monetary donation. 

Mrs. Nancy Popiela for donating
her talent, time and love in making
the greyhound photo blankets. 

And all bowlers, volunteers and
prize donators! Thank you for 
helping us put on a greyt event!
See you next year!

Couch Potatoes With New Homes  ~ March - July 2011
Brisket (Devon) Baldwin
Mojito Berlew
Galileo Carnes
Chambers Costa
Brandy Durken
Zach Ellifson
Lilly Gabriel
Howie Gillian
Mason (Buck) Grohamann
Slippy Johnson

Larry Jones
Rufus Klages
Gabby Kowalski
Izzy (Gale) Larsen
Boogie LeMire
Maggie Mathew
Slick Mrowca
Hollywood Novak
Speedster (Patton) Owens
Patty Pulizzano

Dodge (Kendrick) Rathkamp
Freddy Robison
Suzie Schuman
Lizzie Schweiger
Brandi Seebeck
Jimmy Ray (Tanner) Spivak
Hanna Talbert
Ramsey (Dusty) Timm
Hazel Ward
Maddow (Jiminy) Whitaker

x In Memory  March  - July 2011   x

Flying Santan
Apollo Anderson/Frank
Sammy Sosa Fortkamp

Luke Forseth
Shiver Genzel

Siggy Hecht/Zibrowski
Mickey Heise

Stewie Jesberger
Piper Jobke

Daisy Doodles Johnson

Sunny Knickelbine
Astro Malloy
Johnny May

Tigger McFarland
Jake McGuire

Zoey Michalets
Hammer Monson
Freddy Norwell
Brooks Novak
Diane Pease

Lady Rivendale Plaiser
Venus Soltvedt
Lottery Spitzer

Waterdog Spitzer
Mr. Bill Topp

Squirrel Traxel
Tay Vlasis

Hazel Ward
Mabel Wastlik/Markiewicz

Moose Yakel

These beloved greyhounds have recently passed over.  We’d like to honor them by publishing their names in our newsletter.
Please let us know if there is a hound who should be remembered. We hope the list is always short. We encourage friends
and relatives to consider a donation to GPA or the Blue Fund in their hound’s memory. Memorials are greatly appreciated and
will be acknowledged with a note to the family.

Beating the Heat - Continued

-Walks during the day may need to
be shorter.

-Allow plenty of time to rest and 
re hydrate between activities.

-Provide an air conditioned room or
fans in your home where your grey
will spend the most time.

-Always keep fresh cold water
available. Adding ice chips may
entice dogs to drink more.

-Carry water with you when on long
walks and outings.

-An occasional dip in a kiddie pool
is popular with many greys. Heck,
pull up your lawn chair and put
your feet in too!

-Cool treats are great! Fill and
freeze toys such as Kongs with
plain yogurt, mashed bananas,
peanut butter or canned pumpkin.
Create your dog's favorite recipe!

-Add water to each meal of kibble,
canned or raw. This helps hydrate
dogs who may not drink enough
on their own and may help diges-
tion.

-Use a spray or misting bottle to
wet and cool down your grey. If
you use essential oils, a drop or 2
of peppermint oil is a cooling addi-
tion to the water in the bottle.
Avoid spraying near the eyes and
face. Wipe carefully on the dog's
head and neck.

-Never, ever leave your greyhound
in your car. Even in shade with
the windows cracked, interior car
temperatures can rise significantly
in minutes. This can lead to heat
stroke very quickly.

Heat stroke can be deadly. Heat
stroke occurs when your dog's core
body temperature exceeds 104°F
and cannot be dissipated by normal
panting. Normal body temperature
for a Greyhound should be
between 101°- 102°. Watch your
dog carefully on hot or humid days
to make sure there are no signs of
heat stress or heat stroke.
Greyhounds who have previously
suffered from heat stress or stroke
may be more prone to the same.

Signs include the following:
-Excessive panting
-Glazed look in eyes
-Temperature of 104°F or above

-Lack of coordination or collapse
-Diarrhea or vomiting
-Bright red gums
-Increased heart/respiratory rates

These actions should be taken
immediately if you suspect heat
stroke.
-Move the dog to a shady or 
cooler area.

-Apply cool water by wet towels,
misting or cold packs to head,
neck and body (especially the
abdomen) for 30 to 60 minutes.

-Provide air conditioning or a fan.
-If you have a rectal thermometer,
check to see if the body tempera-
ture is dropping.

-Get your dog to the veterinarian.
Prolonged high body core temper-
atures can result in organ dam-
age, eye damage and death. Your
vet may use other methods to cool
your dog. Even if you have gotten
your greyhound's temperature
down within normal range, follow
up with your veterinarian to make
sure there is no organ damage.

Taking precautions and knowing
what to do in the warm days ahead
will ensure you and
your greyhounds
will have a fun and
safe summer!

Pins for Paws Recap
On March 27, 2011, the 1st
Annual Pins for Paws event was
held at the Town and Country
Lanes in Burlington, WI. We had
71 bowlers and greyhound enthu-
siasts joined the festivities to bowl,
win prizes, and share lunch.
Towne and Country said this is the
best turn out they have had for a
first time event. Rex, the grey-
hound, showed up to represent all
the greyhounds we were helping! 

Proceeds from this event netted
$2,993 to benefit GPA-Wisconsin
and our adoptable hounds! Nice work
everyone! Special thanks go out to our
sponsors and in kind donors! 

Business Sponsors: 
The Company Of Animals 
Bark N' Scratch Outpost 
2 Hound Design 
Fleming's, LTD -  Lake Geneva,WI 
Clear Water Outdoor - Lake Geneva,WI 
Tony Pawlicki of Painless Tattoo - Salem,WI 
The Cornerstone Shop - Lake Geneva,WI 

The Gala is fast approaching!  Do you have an item or service to donate?  Would you be able to work a shift in
one of the booths at the Gala?  We need your help to make this year’s Gala the best one yet!  Please contact
your Adoption Rep, any Board Member or email in via the website to find out more about how you can help!

Fun Fact
A Greyhound, Soaring

Cindy, holds the
Guinness World Record
in the canine high jump

category, with an
astounding leap of 68

inches. Her world record
feat can be seen on You
Tube or on her website

at www.soaringcindy.com
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Upcoming Events
Pins for Paws 

Bowling Fundraiser
March 27, 2011

Towne & Country Lanes
Burlington, WI

Visit our website for more details

Lake Walk For Cancer
Saturday, May 7, 2011

8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Oconomowoc, WI

Registration information 
available on the Events Section 

of the website

Kenosha Harbor Walk
Saturday, June 11, 2011

11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Meet in the parking lot on the 
corner of 54th St. & 6th Ave

Golfing for Greyhounds
Sunday August 28, 2011

8 a.m. Shotgun Start
Door Creek Golf Course, 

Cottage Grove, WI
More information available on the

Forum in the Events Section

For more information on these
events, please visit our website 

at www.gpawisconsin.org
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Date: April 16, 2011 
Time: 1 to 4 pm 
Where: Healthy Pet 

Veterinary Clinic 
1440 E Washington Ave 
Madison, WI 

Phone: 608-294-9494 

Heartworm disease is a preventa-
ble illness.  GPA-WI recommends
that you have your pet tested for
heartworm disease once a year in
the spring, and that you use a
monthly heartworm preventative as
part of your dog’s total health plan.

As a courtesy to GPA-WI adopters,
Healthy Pet Veterinary Clinic will
host their annual heartworm clinic.

Walk-ins only, please. You do not
need to be a regular patient to 
participate.  This visit should not
replace an annual visit to your 
regular veterinarian for a full health
check-up.  Re-vaccination is also
being offered but please remember
to bring your pet’s vaccine history
for the veterinarians to review.  

Services being offered include:
- Heartworm 4DX Test ($30)
- Rabies, Distemper Combination

and Bordetella Vaccines ($15)
- Lymes Vaccine ($20)
- Canine Influenza ($18)

Heartgard, Interceptor, Tri-Heart,
Frontline, and other products will be
offered for sale.  Please check with
the clinic for pricing.

Annual Madison Area Heartworm Clinic

Ad Space Available! Business card size ads can be purchased for $25 per issue and help defray the cost of mailing out the newsletter. 
Please contact the editor through the website for more information.  Thank you to our current sponsors!  Remember to tell them you saw their ad here!
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Pet Sitting Services
Quality care for your hound in our home while you are away.

15 years of greyhound experience.  
Seniors and special needs welcome. Call for rates and availibility.

Percent of proceeds donated back to GPA-WI

Bob and Ellen Paulus
262.285.7060 • pauprint@sbcglobal.net

Greyhounds and IBD
In the past few years, a number of
GPA-WI greyhounds have been
diagnosed or treated for IBD.

What is IBD? Inflammatory Bowel
Disease (IBD) is a chronic inflammation
of the GI tract which, over time,
thickens the walls of the intestines
and interferes with absorption and
the ability to move food normally
through the system (motility).  With
chronic inflammation, the system
speeds up and normal absorption
of water from food is disrupted,
resulting in diarrhea.  Vomiting,
mucous or blood in the stool can
also be signs of IBD.

IBD should not be confused with

IBS (Irritable Bowel Syndrome)
which is stress related but can also
cause diarrhea.  Treatment for IBS
is to reduce anxiety and stress 
levels.  The GI tract in a dog with
IBS is normal and shows no signs
of physical change, whereas IBD is
an actual physical condition where
the lining of the intestines are 
infiltrated with inflammatory cells.

What are the symptoms of IBD?
Chronic diarrhea, vomiting, mucous
or blood in the stool (more than just
occasionally) are common indica-
tions, but not all dogs will have all
of these symptoms.  Weight loss
can also be a symptom, or if the
condition is advanced or severe,
fluid retention may also occur.

(Continued on Page Two)

Wheels



Couch Potatoes With New Homes
December 2010 - March 2011
Bella (Donna) Ambuehl
Smoke Hokaj
Daisy Kanter
Betty Nickel
Stormy Meyer
Prezley Wroblewski
Royal Huber
Lacy Ford
Charlie (Ty)  Joslyn
Jesse Smars

Pass the Dip!  These 
families have chipped!
Lux (Jennay) Amman
Thunder Bunn
Banji Hanson
Dora Hayes
Buck Holthaus
Wheels Johnson
DC Kanter
Harmony Nordby
Bart (Boo) Olson
Mojo Schmoller
Major Tom (Guinness) Whalen

Nuts & Bolts
President’s Intro

Hello fellow Greyhound adopters!
My name is John Henninger and 
I am the new GPA-WI President.  
I wanted to take a moment to
introduce myself, let you know
who I am and how to find me with
your questions, concerns, or 
suggestions.  

My wife, Stacey, and I adopted our
first greyhound, Erin, a few years
ago. Ironically, my wife had to talk
me into adopting our first dog, but
now I wish I had listened to her
sooner.  It didn’t take long, just a
few months, until we adopted our
second hound Walker and heard
about all the volunteer opportuni-
ties in GPA-WI.  The next thing
you know, I was volunteering for
everything.  I enjoyed all of my
work, but really found my niche as
kennel manager.  I felt I had finally
found my true passion and looked
forward to every trip there.  As I
continued working at the kennel I
became more and more involved,
finding myself elected to the Board
of Directors and when Ellen

Paulus retired, being nominated 
to lead this amazing group.

It is truly an honor to represent
GPA-WI and this “greyt” breed of
dog. I eat, breathe and sleep
greyhounds and tell anybody who
will listen about my hounds. I can’t
imagine my life without them. I am
excited to work with all the amaz-
ing volunteers that are the heart of
GPA-WI. I hope to be able to build
on the success of the group and
make it even better. I look forward
to meeting you all in the future.
Please feel free to contact me at
any time to discuss any problems,
ask questions, or to share your
suggestions.  Thank you for this
opportunity to serve.

Sincerely,
John Henninger
JCHenninger@gmail.com
Clydester on the GPA – WI Forum

New Board Member
GPA-Wisconsin would like to 
welcome Kate Block as the newest
Board Member!  Kate is also our
cat friendly Foster Home 
Coordinator!  Welcome Aboard!

Foster Home Coordinators
In addition to Kate, our non-cat
friendly Foster Home Coordinator
is Jessica Burch.  If you are 
interested in becoming a foster
home, or would like to learn more
about what is involved, please go
to the home page of the website
and look under the link “How You
Can Help” for more information.
Thanks to Kate and Jessica for
handling this very important part 
of the GPA-WI process!

Newsletter Designer/Editor
If you have design or page layout
experience, or would like to help
with publishing the Couch Potato
Press, we are looking for you!  For
more information please contact
pauprint@sbcglobal.net 

x  In Memory   x
December 2010 — March 2011 

Angel Allen

Nika Amman

Mel Genzel

Patty Gregory

Rainey Jones

Ernie Loniello

Misty Parker-Krzyczynski

Sadie Pulizzano

Marshal Stuntebeck

Ricardo Stuntebeck

Tina Trimburger

Mr. Magoo Van Landuyt

Angel Ward

Tiger Zientara

These beloved greyhounds have recently passed over.  We’d like to
honor them by publishing their names in our newsletter. Please let
us know if there is a hound who should be remembered. We hope
the list is always short. We encourage friends and relatives to con-
sider a donation to GPA or the Blue Fund in their hound’s memory.
Memorials are greatly appreciated and will be acknowledged with a
note to the family.

Please let us know if we have
somehow missed the name of
a greyhound who should
appear in this section.

Ask Kyra...
Dear Kyra,

What is WRONG with my
humans?  They are going nuts!
They are removing all my bits of
fur from corners and crevices…I
even saw one moving dusts from
the top of a bookshelf?! She
called it cleaning springs or
springs cleaning?? What is this
about and is there a way to let
them know I want some springs
cleaning too?  I mean, I am going
to be getting my new coat soon
and I’ll just put more fur down
unless they brush me with my
Zoom Groom. Any help you can
give me is appreciated.

Thanks,
Clean Confused Canine

Dear Confused,
I am so glad you wrote.  This is

a human ritual called Spring
Cleaning where humans go
through the cave and make every-
thing clean and neat.  This is an
excellent time for you to gently
guide your human to the areas
where YOU need attention.

You’re right, with warmer temps
you will be dropping your heavy
winter coat and growing a sleek
shiny summer coat.  Getting your
human to brush you with a nice
comb (no metal teeth—they can
tear or hurt your thin skin) can
greatly reduce your shedding.
Even a few strokes a day will help
keep your fur off the floor and get
you looking shiny and feeling soft.
It’s a great time to look at those
toenails too—I know you hate it,
but trim them up!

Its also time to get your human
to notice how gross your yard has 

become.  I mean, they are clean
ing dusts and fur, but as the snow
has melted, all your favorite potty
areas are now covered in melting
poopsicles--Eww!  If your human
doesn’t clean the yard soon then
try pottying in the house.  That will
surely help them understand how
gross it is outside. You don't want
to walk through all that potty mess
and your human won't want you to
track that inside!  Even worse, you
could get WORMS from that old
poo on your paws!  Yuck!   I sug-
gest lots of pacing and pottying in
unusual areas to alert your human
to the mess.

Hopefully you get your spring
cleaning too!    -Kyra 

If you have a question for Kyra, please
send your letter to:  Kyra Clouse, 525
August Hills Drive, LaCrescent, MN
55947 or email to:  AskKyra@gmail.com

(IBD from Page One)

How is IBD diagnosed?
Your veterinarian may first check
for parasites or bacteria overload if
your greyhound has some of the
symptoms mentioned above. If
these come back negative, your
vet may suggest abdominal xrays
or an ultrasound to get a preliminary
indication of what’s going on, and
ensure that there are no other
masses or abnormalities causing
the problem.  The only way to be
certain of an IBD diagnosis is to
have a biopsy taken of the intestinal
wall.  This can be done surgicaly,
or via endoscopy, however, as with
all surgical procedures, there are
risks involved.  This is especially
true if your hound has a low 
albumin level, which can inhibit the
healing process.  If your greyhound
has low albumin, you may want 
to ask your veterinarian about
complications of surgery before
you proceed.

What causes IBD?
The cause of IBD is not well
understood, however the basic
theory is that something causes a
chronic stimulus of inflammation.
It may be an allergy from a food
protein, or the continuing presence
of a parasite, or there may be an
underlying problem with the
immune system.  Most often, the
exact cause cannot be pinpointed.

What is the treatment for IBD?
In most cases, the initial treatment
for IBD is a course of steroid 
therapy to immediately reduce
inflammation in the intestinal tract.
Once the condition has improved
or stabilized, it may be possible to
wean the dog off steriods, depend-
ing on the severity of the condition.
Some dogs may need to stay on
steroids long term.  Prescription
diets or dietary changes to unique
proteins and low allergenic foods
are needed to maintain a stable
environment in the GI tract. Most
often, a dog will need to remain on
a restricted diet for the rest of its

life.  Consulting a canine nutritionist
may be an option some owners
want to consider.  Even with all
these adjustments and care, IBD
dogs may have an occasional set
back or bout of diarrhea. Its 
important to realize there are
many combinations of treatments
and diets.  There is no one treatment
or diet that suits all hounds with
IBD.  Work with your veterinarian
or health professional to come up
with the combination that’s best for
you and your greyhound.

IBD is a very serious condition.
Without treatment, it can be life
threatening. If you suspect your
hound may have IBD, or has
chronic intestinal problems which
include diarrhea and vomiting, or
you notice fluid retention in the
abdomen or feet, seek professional
help.  Get a second opinion,
preferably from a GI specialist.
With proper treatment and man-
agement, a greyhound diagnosed
with IBD can live a relatively 
normal, happy life. 

Ty
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Upcoming Events

Great Lakes Pet Expo

Saturday, Feb 5, 2011
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

State Fair Park,  West Allis

www.petexpomilwaukee.com

Greyhound Bowling

Fundraiser

March 27, 2011
Towne & Country Lanes

Burlington, WI
More details to follow  Please

check on the website for updates.

Monthly Meet & Greets
Please check the website 

Calendar of Events for dates and
times.  If you are interested in 
volunteering at a M&G, please

email us through the website.

For more information on these

events, please visit our website 

at www.gpawisconsin.org
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Well, another Gala has come and

gone but preparations for next

year’s event are all ready in

progress!  The Gala had a record

breaking year in 2010 - attendance

was higher, raffle sales were up, and

we had some of the most exciting

auction items in the 16 year history

of this fundraising event. The Gala

raised nearly $30,000 for the dogs.

Outstanding!  The success of the

Gala is due to the dedication and

support GPA-Wisconsin receives

from all of you.  On behalf of GPA-

WI and the greyhounds we serve,

THANK YOU!!

Gala Wrap Up

Ad Space Available!
Do you have a business to promote?  A service our members might be
interested in?  Or would you like to honor your Greyhound’s birthday or

gotcha day with a Happy Ad?  Well now you can!  To help defray the
cost of mailing the newsletter, we are offering ad space to our support-

ers.  Business card size ads can be purchased for $25 per issue.
Please contact the editor through the website for more information.

Thank you to our current sponsors!

Cover Dog Hammer

Hammer is a handsome 7yr old boy.
His family, Joe and Laura Ledesma,
were the lucky bag raffle winners of
having your hound featured as our

cover dog!  Congratulations to
Hammer and the Ledesma Family.

Help GPA-Wisconsin Raise Funds by using GoodSearch to locate things on the internet.  Go to:  www.good-
search.com - Type in Greyhound Pets of America Wisconsin as your charity.  For each search completed, GPA-
WI will receive approximately $0.01.  The more searches, the more money GPA-WI will receive!  Its that easy!

Chili’s Fundraiser

In the last issue of the newsletter, we

informed you of a program called

the Pepper Profit Partnership  which

featured 10% of sales being donated

to GPA-WI if you brought in a 

voucher when you ate at Chili’s in

the month of Nov/Dec.  We are

happy to report that you ate out a lot!

$369.10 was the final total of the

fundraising event which ended on

December 15.  The Chili’s manage-

ment said we visited almost every

Chili’s restaurant in the State! They

were impressed with the dedication

of our group, and are looking forward

to working with us again next year!

Great job everyone!!

As the year draws to a close,

there are some changes on the

horizon.  As of December 31, I

will be retiring from President of

GPA-Wisconsin, and passing the

torch to the next group of leaders

for our organization (more details

inside).  John Henninger will be

taking on the role of President,

and I know he’s going to do a

great job.  Our future looks bright, 

and we have much more work to

do.  Many greyhounds need us to

continue the mission and help

find loving homes for them.

Thank you for your support and

continued belief in greyhound

adoption and in GPA-Wisconsin.

I am so proud of what we’ve

accomplished, and can’t wait to

see what lies ahead.  Meet you

at the next GPA-WI event!

President’s Thank You



Couch Potatoes With New Homes  — October -December 2010
Dazzle Anderson

Brandi Bennett

Mia (Hermia) Bruyette

Brandi (Colleen) Coleman

Princess Allen-DeBoer

Chloe (Honey) Dupuis

Chase Falk

Bonnie Felsheim

Electra Fowler

Penny Freymiller

Patton Gonzalez

Clover Heller

Holly Hill

Roni Holst

Frisky Huebler

Hootie Jones

Rooster Kemp

Julie  Lemkuhl Pedersen

Midnight Pinkerton

Freya (Missy) Rogahn

Schoene Rea (Jan) Weber

Mickayla Wilson

Pass the Dip!  These 

families have chipped!

Abbey (Anna) Agnew

Blake Bindl

Jasper Christman

Shiver Genzel

Seamus (Manny) McKee

Duchess Strait

Charlot Witte

Nuts & Bolts
GPA-Wisconsin has

grown exponentially over the

years.  We cover a large territory,

and help hundreds of greyhounds

over the course of one calendar

year.  How does it all get done?

The Nuts & Bolts section of the

newsletter attempts to cover some

of the operational methods of our

organization.  If you have a ques-

tion about how something works,

please submit it to the newsletter

editor via the website and we’ll do

our best to provide answers in an

upcoming newsletter.

Leadership
The leadership of GPA-Wisconsin

consists of a Board of Directors,

Area Adoption Coordinators,

Events Coordinators, Foster Home

Coordinators and key volunteers

who handle duties in many capaci-

ties.  Our Board of Directors is

what we call a “working board”

meaning they are not only adviso-

ry, but also handle the bulk of day-

to-day operations for the group.

Board Members are nominated

and selected by the current Board,

based on the openings or needs of

the group. Volunteers who have

shown interest in taking on more

responsibility and have displayed

leadership capability are invited to

learn more about becoming a

Board Member.

Here is the list of the 2011 Board

of Directors, their area of opera-

tion, and the tasks they cover.

Danette Aberle - Madison

Events and Volunteer Coordinator,

Adoption Rep, Foster Home

Heather Brandenburg - Milwaukee

Adoption Coordinator, Events and

Volunteer Coordinator, Adoption Rep

Keith Brandenburg - Milwaukee

Treasurer, Adoption Rep

Sheryl Clouse - LaCrosse

Vice President, Adoption Coordinator,

Fundraising Coordinator, Events and

Volunteer Coordinator, GPA Retail

Manager, Adoption Rep, Foster Home  

Angie Felsheim - LaCrosse

Dog Intake Manager, Adoption Rep,

Foster Home  

John Henninger - Milwaukee

President, Kennel Manager, Adoption

Rep, Foster Home

Rich McVicar - Madison

Secretary, Adoption Coordinator,

Adoption Rep, Foster Home

If you would like to contact any

member of the Board and are

unsure how to do so, please call

the voicemail system at 414-299-

9473 and leave a message, or

email through the website at:

www.gpawisconsin.org

The following Board Members

have recently retired.  GPA-WI

would like to thank the following

individuals for their years of 

service and dedication;  

Cindy Dombrowski, Bob Paulus,

and Ellen Paulus.

Though the Board of Directors

forms the foundation for GPA-WI,

there are hundreds of other volun-

teers across the State that handle

various tasks.  Without their time

and dedication, the group could

not be successful.  Volunteers are

always needed.  Below are two

!    In Memory, October - December 2010 !

Talley Atwood

Walter Berman King

Mitzie Butte

Angel Hayes

Mai Tai Hinze

Gabe Hokaj

Sara Erickson

Cloudy Bay Meyer

Tyler Powers

Daisy Seebeck

Kifi Summerfield

Clancy Zell

These beloved greyhounds have recently passed over.  We’d like to honor them by publishing their names in our newsletter. Please let
us know if there is a hound who should be remembered. We hope the list is always short. We encourage friends and relatives to con-
sider a donation to GPA or the Blue Fund in their hound’s memory. Memorials are greatly appreciated and will be acknowledged with a
note to the family.

Please let us know if we have somehow missed the

name of a dog who should appear in this section

areas of operation that are critical

to the placement of our grey-

hounds in adoptive homes.

Please consider volunteering your

time to one of these areas.

Kennel Operations
When greyhounds come into our

program, their first stop is most

often the kennel - in particular,

Emerald Kennel, in Burlington, WI.

Emerald Kennel has been partner-

ing with GPA-WI and other adop-

tion groups and the racing industry

to provide shelter for greyhounds

who have recently retired, or are in

transition from one location to

another.  Dogs are brought to the

kennel either from their racing

owners, other adoption organiza-

tions, or volunteers who are willing

to assist with transport.  Upon

arriving at the kennel, the dogs are

assessed for overall health, their

paperwork and vaccination history

is reviewed and they receive an

intake deworming protocol as well

as flea and tick preventative.

Volunteers get a basic assessment

of their personality and ensure that

no initial medical treatment is

needed.  Generally, it takes a few

days for new dogs to settle into

the routine and get accustomed to

their new environment. By the time

the next kennel day rolls around,

volunteers will perform a second

personality assessment, test the

dogs for cat friendliness to see if

they might be a candidate for a

home with small animals.

On the first and third Saturday’s of

each month, we hold Kennel Day.

This is the scheduled time for vol-

unteers to interact with the dogs,

and for families approved for

adoption to come meet the avail-

able dogs.  Adults over 16 years of

age are welcome to volunteer at

the kennel to walk dogs, give dogs

baths or help with nail trimming,

etc.  If you are interested in volun-

teering in this capacity, please

contact our kennel staff by sending

an email through the website to

John Henninger or one of the

Kennel Manager Assistants, Chris

Straka or Sarah Harrison, for more

information.  All new volunteers

are given a brief overview of duties

and are paired up with an experi-

enced volunteer to acquaint you

with tasks that need completion.

Meet & Greets
GPA-WI hosts 20 Meet & Greets

each month across the State of

Wisconsin.  Our volunteers also

cover special events like pet expos

and other opportunities to promote

greyhound adoption and educate

the general public about retired

racing greyhounds as pets.  The

Calendar section of the website

lists all the upcoming Events.

When you volunteer for a Meet &

Greet or Event, you generally

bring your greyhound and join one

or two other volunteers in staffing

a booth in a public location to

answer general questions about

what greyhounds are like as pets.

Our Volunteer Coordinators will

match you up with an experienced

volunteer and provide training for

you prior to the Event so that you

know what your responsibilities

are, and what information you will

be highlighting.  Meet & Greets are

critical to promoting greyhound

adoption and exposing people to

the breed.  Our goal is to expand

Meet & Greet coverage to new

areas and additional locations to

boost adoption applications.

Hosting a booth at Events that are

not pet related is another great

way to tap into additional adopters

and resources.  If you have ideas

about Events or Meet & Greets, or

want to volunteer, please email our

Events Coordinators through the

website for more information.

Hammer



Upcoming Events
16th Annual Gala

Greyhound Gathering
Saturday, October 23

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Waukesha County Expo 

Center Arena
1000 Northview Road 
Waukesha, WI 53188

Directions:
From I-94, exit Hwy J in Waukesha.  

South on Hwy J to Northview, then west 
to the Expo Center Arena (the big dome).

Badger Kennel Club 
Dog Fair

Sunday Novebmer 7th
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Alliant Energy Center
1919 Alliant Energy Center Way

Madison, WI 53713

Our monthly Meet & Greet 
schedule can be found at:

www.gpawisconsin.org/events/
meet_n_greets.php

For more information on these
events, please visit our website

www.gpawisconsin.org

The Couch Potato Press
October 2010 - Gala Edition

A quarterly publication of

Greyhound Pets of America - Wisconsin
P.O. Box 2115  •  Madison, WI 53701

Voicemail: 414.299-9473  •  www.gpawisconsin.org

Couch Potato Press
is a quarterly publication of Greyhound Pets of  America-Wisconsin, a non-profit organization dedicated to placing ex-racing greyhounds in loving
homes as pets.  It is designed and edited by Ellen Paulus, and includes many contributors and volunteers.  Thank you to Paulus Printing LLC for
donating the printing of  this newsletter.  Please direct any correspondence, address changes or donations to:

GPA-Wisconsin, Post Office Box 2115, Madison, WI 53701-2115    or    visit our website at www.gpawisconsin.org

Nancy J. Schaff

W226 S5720 Woodside Ct.
Waukesha, WI 53189

262/548-3979
262/548-3982 (Fax)

Email: njschaff@wi.rr.com
www.dogsandtheirpeople.com

www.dogcoats.com

CUSTOM
GREYHOUND

COATS

The level of excitement is building.
The day is drawing  near.  Are you
ready for it?  The 16th Annual Gala
Greyhound Gathering is less than
two weeks away!  Whether this is
your first Gala, or your 16th, expect
to see hundreds of GPA-WI
supporters and their greyhounds
descend on the Waukesha County
Expo Center.  The day is filled with
socializing, shopping, bidding on
prizes and having fun - all while rais-
ing the needed funds to help GPA
continue its mission.

Join the festivities at 10 a.m. and
stay the whole day. Bring a blanket to
rest on, in case you or your hound
gets tired.  Lots of cash or your credit
card are necessary because we have
some spectacular prizes this year we
know you’ll want to bid on!  Two of
our largest prizes ever donated
will be featured in our Live
Auction. An all expense paid trip
including airfare for 4 nights/2 people
to Cancun’s Iberostar Paraiso Beach
Resort in Riviera Maya. Wow! This
trip is valued at $2,700.  We also
have a one week rental of a beach
house at the Palmetto Bay Plantation
in Roatan, Honduras!  This prize is

valued at $1,800!  Vacation anyone?
Plus there are many additional prizes
- dog beds, dog toys and treats,  jew-
elry, martingale collars, collectible/vin-
tage items, dog coats, a Harley jack-
et, original artwork and much, much,
more!

GPA Retail is bringing back some of
your favorites like crew neck sweat-
shirts for those chilly fall afternoons.
We’ll have new items too -  coffee
cups, coolers, key chains and more.

Don’t forget your address labels to
put on bag raffle tickets and save
yourself from getting a sore hand
from writing out all your information.

Well mannered greyhounds are 
welcome.  Canine siblings are
allowed, but please remember - not
all greyhounds are social with small
dogs or other breeds of dogs.  All
dogs must be on leash at all times
and under their owners control.

Please remember to pick up after
your dog. The Grounds Crew is
available to help with accident clean
up, should that be needed.

Have a greyt time at the Gala!

Ad Space Available!
Do you have a business to promote?  A service our members might be
interested in?  Or would you like to honor your Greyhound’s birthday or

gotcha day with a Happy Ad?  Well now you can!  To help defray the
cost of mailing the newsletter, we are offering ad space to our support-

ers.  Business card size ads can be purchased for $25 per issue.
Please contact the editor through the website for more information.

Thank you to our current sponsors!

Our Mission
GPA is a nationwide non-
profit, volunteer-supported
organization dedicated to
the placement of 
ex-racing Greyhounds 
in ideal home situations. 

Thank You 
to Erik Olson for creating this
awesome Gala logo for 2010.
We had an outstanding number
of greyt designs this year, and
appreciate all the efforts of our
artists.  Look for this logo on
Gala T’s & more at GPA-Retail!

GPA-Wisconsin
Post Office Box 2115
Madison,WI   53701-2115

1STCLASS PRSRT
USPOSTAGE
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Gala is Nearly Here!



Couch Potatoes With New Homes  — August - October 2010
Activities all day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., but here is a list of times you won’t want to miss!

Events All Day:
Adoption Booth - view some of our adoptable hounds
Blue Fund Bandanna Booth - all proceeds go to care for injured dogs, see dogs we’ve helped this year!
Canine Massage - pamper your hound a little extra TLC by scheduling them a canine massage
Dog Games & Contests - Tallest, Shortest, Godzilla Game, and More!  Costume Contest at 2:30 p.m.
Food Vendor - snack items, sandwiches, beverages
Grey Oaks Pet Photography - professional photos of your pet and you. Reserved time slots required.

Timed Events:
11:00 Blessing of the Hounds by Rev. Jeffrey D. Best, followed by Group Roo
11:10 Group Roo!
12:00 1st set of Bag Raffles Ends
12:00 Nail Trims - in the back loading dock. $10 per dog, pay at the booth. Closes at 3 p.m.
12:45 Fashion Show - featuring our fine apparel for people and pets

1:00 Live Auction - our most exciting and valuable items
2:00 2nd set of Bag Raffles Ends
2:30 Costume Contest - Prizes awarded
3:00 Silent Auction Ends
3:30 Big Cash Raffle Winners Announced
3:45 3rd and Final Bag Raffle Ends

Kayla (Serena) DuRocher
Who Freiberg
Ozzie (Kenowa) Gauger
Esme (Tracy) Haney
Bernie (Barney) Hubbard
Ivy Karofsky
Sandra Milkowski
Freddy Ochs
Julie (Jewel) Tidey
Nala (Donna) Wells

Pass the Dip, 
these families have chipped!
Vera Allen
Attilla Chesky
Nikki (Nicole) Dube
Lilly (Dalia) Fisher
Neva Folz
Chevy Hotlen-Young

Sandy Lynch
Mary Neumeier
Apple Patton
Tyra Straka

The Gala Schedule - Please note: times and locations subject to change without notice

x    In Memory, August - October 2010 x

Vinny
Bing Bindl

Hero Daffinson
Blossom Eide
Zoomer Ehlers

Juneau Falk

Cheetah Felsheim
Salty Heubler

Sophie Liberacki-Jovanovic
Dewey Lynch
Seeker Nimtz

Kirby Prior

Aaron Schmoller
Kinsey Malone Schultz

Ginny Sinatra
Dodge Smith
Tawny Stokes

Sammy Weisgram

These beloved greyhounds have recently passed over.  We’d like to honor them by publishing their names in our
newsletter. Please let us know if there is a hound who should be remembered. We hope the list is always short. We
encourage friends and relatives to consider a donation to GPA or the Blue Fund in their hound’s memory. Memorials are
greatly appreciated and will be acknowledged with a note to the family.

Vendor List 2010
These vendors will be offering 
fabulous greyhound products for sale
at this year’s Gala.

Best Dog Leash Caddies
Candy’s Collars 
ClayGreys
Clean/Break Cast Covers
Dogs and Their People
Fast Jack
Garden Greyhounds
Gini’s Greyhound Fashions
GPA-Wisconsin
Grey Oaks Photography
Greyt Glass
Greyt Kards
Lola’s Jammies
Midnight Sun Beading
Midwest Greyhound Adoption
MollyCracker’s Attic
Petlicious Dog Bakery
Sit & Scoop / Peeps & Paws 
Sure Pet
The Artist Brush
Tisha Templin 
Vintage Hound
Voyagers K9 Apparel

Three Beautiful Black
Hounds Need Homes
These three fantastic hounds are
waiting for their forever homes.
Each has a unique story they are
anxious to share
with you.

Dazzle - 10 yr old
male who recently
came to Wisconsin
from Kansas where
he’s been waiting
for almost 2 yrs for
a group to take
him.  Dazzle is not
cat friendly, but this senior boy still
has some spunk and is sure to

bring joy to his forever home.

Anna - this 9 yr old girl was
unable to stay in her adopted
home and was relinquished to
GPA so we could help her find a
new family.  Anna is cat friendly,
outgoing, and social.  She needs
the company of another dog, and

a family who doesn’t
mind giving her daily
anti-seizure medication.
On medication, Anna
has been seizure free for
years.

Smoke - is a 6 yr old
male who’s been in two
homes and finds himself
in the unfortunate

situation of trying to locate a third.
Smoke is a great dog and gets

along well in
his foster
home but he is
not cat friendly.

He also cannot go to a home with
small children, but would be great
in an adult home.  Smoke is also
on anti-
seizure
medica-
tion which
keeps his
seizures
under
control.

Please
look for
these
wonderful
hounds at the adoption booth and
consider making one of them part
of your family!

Dazzle

Anna

Smoke

Where Does the
Money Go?

All of the proceeds from the Gala
go directly to helping greyhounds in
our program.  

To give you an idea of expenses -
recently four new dogs were vetted
to prepare them for adoption. To
have their surgeries done, teeth
cleaned and vaccinations updated,
here were the costs:

Dazzle: $700.00+
Charlotte: $253.00
Eddie: $196.00
Julie: $213.00

With costs of that nature, you can
see we are upside down on each
dog when our adoption fee is $200.
The fees listed above do not
include boarding fees, frontline or
dewormer, etc. This shows why

your support of the Gala and other
GPA-WI events is so important.
Your help definitely has a positive
impact on greyhound adoption!

GPA Retail
GPA-WI has our own booth at the
Gala, selling products with our logo
on it.  All proceeds from this booth
go directly to helping our GPA
dogs. Our exciting list includes:

Coffee Mugs, Hats, Travel Mugs,
Sweatshirts, Scarves, Keychains,
Tee-Shirts,  Dog Toys, Dog Tees,
Notecards, Ornaments, Zipperpulls, 
Fleece Jackets, Children’s Tees,
Collars, Muzzles, Pint Glasses,  
6 Pack Soft Coolers,  GPA Posters,
Magnets, and much much more!

Stop over to purchase your GPA
items. Show your GPA pride!
We accept credit cards!



Pepper Profit Program
Bring this voucher when you visit (Dine In or 
To Go) the Chili’s location identified below 
and 10% of your purchase (excluding taxes) 

will benefit:
GREYHOUND PETS OF 
AMERICA-WISCONSIN

Group/Charity

NOVEMBER 1ST – 
DECEMBER 15TH

Event/Exp. Date
One coupon per person, per visit at participating Chili’s restaurants only. Cannot 

be combined with any other offer. Offer ends per expiration date above.  

ALL WISCONSIN CHILI’S LOCATIONS
Chili’s Location/Telephone 
#99999000000690

Pepper Profit Program
Bring this voucher when you visit (Dine In or 
To Go) the Chili’s location identified below 
and 10% of your purchase (excluding taxes) 

will benefit:
GREYHOUND PETS OF 
AMERICA-WISCONSIN

Group/Charity

NOVEMBER 1ST – 
DECEMBER 15TH

Event/Exp. Date
One coupon per person, per visit at participating Chili’s restaurants only. Cannot 

be combined with any other offer. Offer ends per expiration date above.  

ALL WISCONSIN CHILI’S LOCATIONS
Chili’s Location/Telephone 
#99999000000690

Eat at Chili’s and Help GPA-Wisconsin!  
How you ask?  By using the voucher below!

GPA-Wisconsin has paired up with Chili’s Restaurants to raise money for Greyhound
Adoption.  Between November 1st and December 15th, 2010 you can Dine-In or To-Go
at any Chili’s Restaurant across the state and 10% of your purchase will be donated to
GPA-Wisconsin.  At the end of the designated time period, Chili’s will send GPA-WI a
check for the total amount of money raised.  How cool is that? And so easy.  

Below are 2 vouchers which can be used state-wide at any Chili’s Restaurant.  If more
are needed, simply make a copy of this sheet to create additional vouchers.   Be sure the
Location # at the bottom is visible.  This is how Chili’s will track vouchers used on behalf
of GPA-WI.  Go ahead - make copies for your family, friends and co-workers - let’s see
how much money we can raise to benefit our retired racing greyhounds!

When you dine at Chili’s, you’re helping the dogs!

For more information about this program, 
please visit our website at www.gpawisconsin.org.

 



Golfing For
Greyhounds
On August 29th, the 2nd Annual
Golfing for Greyhounds event was
held at the Door Creek Golf Course
in Cottage Grove, WI.  Dozens of
golfers and greyhound enthusiasts
joined the festivities to golf, win
prizes, and share lunch.
Greyhounds were stationed around

the course
to greet the
golfers and
thank them
in person
for helping
us raise
money for
the hounds!

Proceeds from this event netted
$5,000 to benefit GPA-Wisconsin
and our adoptable hounds!  Nice
work everyone!  Special thanks go
out to our hole sponsors and in
kind donors!

Hole Sponsors:
Hecht-Zibrowski Hounds
Sunny & Grace Kriewald & Larry Sharp
Payton Blue & Joyce Wells
Ruffin' It Resort
Liberty Mutual-Peter McEnery Agent
Creative Insurance Planning Co., Ltd.
Great Dane Pub and Brewery
Modern Woodman-Larry Marlette Agent
Woodman's Market
Travis Hasse's Apple Pie Liquor
DKM Consultants
eflexgroup
Mounds Pet Food Warehouse
Demure Designs-Christen Nowinski
Tali Greyhounds-Penny Wick

In Kind Donors
Capital Brewery
Door Creek Golf  Course
Kay Manion
Paulus Printing LLC
Total Awards and Promotions

And all golfers, volunteers and
prize donators!

Thank you for helping us put on
a greyt event!  See you next year!
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Upcoming Events
Menomonee Falls Pet Fair

Saturday, August 21
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Rotary Park
Menomonee Falls, WI

Brewer’s Game & Tailgate
Friday, August 27

7 p.m. Game
Miller Park

Camp K-9 Paws 2 Celebrate
Saturday, August 28

11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Camp K-9 Petcare Center

4934 Felland Road
Madison, WI

Golfing for Greyhounds
Sunday, August 29

8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Door Creek Golf Course

4321 Vilas Road
Cottage Grove, WI

DogFest
Saturday, September 25

9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Pet Supply Port

Saukville, WI

16th Annual 
Greyhound Gala

Saturday, October 23
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Waukesha County Expo 
Center Arena

For more information on these
events, please visit our website at

www.gpawisconsin.org

Couch Potato Press
is a quarterly publication of Greyhound Pets of  America-Wisconsin, a non-profit organization dedicated to placing ex-racing greyhounds in loving
homes as pets.  It is designed and edited by Ellen Paulus, and includes many contributors and volunteers.  Thank you to Paulus Printing LLC for
donating the printing of  this newsletter.  Please direct any correspondence, address changes or donations to:

GPA-Wisconsin, Post Office Box 2115, Madison, WI 53701-2115    or    visit our website at www.gpawisconsin.org

Nancy J. Schaff

W226 S5720 Woodside Ct.
Waukesha, WI 53189

262/548-3979
262/548-3982 (Fax)

Email: njschaff@wi.rr.com
www.dogsandtheirpeople.com

www.dogcoats.com

CUSTOM
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Riley Ray Bruyette
Nevada Donald

Roxie DuRocher
Aruba Ehlert
Gracie Fisher
Alexee Folz
Flash Goff
Bob Gregg

Outlaw Grutza
Vega Hokaj

Daphne Kosidowski
Rita Mielke
Ram Mielke
Guy Miller

Magic Norris-Padtke
Gumby Peterson

Wally Selkowe-Engle
Position Schifreen

Vinnie Smetters
Nala Stahmer
Dash Swigert

Fergus Wastlick-Markewicz
Badge Winkler

Fiesty Witt

These beloved greyhounds have recently passed over.  We’d like to honor them by publishing their names in our newsletter. Please let
us know if there is a hound who should be remembered. We hope the list is always short. We encourage friends and relatives to con-
sider a donation to GPA or the Blue Fund in their hound’s memory. Memorials are greatly appreciated and will be acknowledged with a
note to the family.

Since the track closing at the end of
last year, GPA-Wisconsin has been
making the transition of bringing
available greyhounds in from other
areas of the country. Many of these
other areas and tracks are over-
whelmed with hundreds and hun-
dreds of dogs, and are extremely
grateful when we can help take a
few of the dogs they have waiting.
The logistics of bringing dogs from
another state into our adoption pro-
gram has been quite an adjustment.
Currently, Dubuque Greyhound
Park is the closest  operating race
track. We can readily obtain dogs
from Dubuque, with one caveat.
Transportation.  Recently, we have
dogs on hold for us at Dubuque,

with no ride or
transportation
for them to
get here.

We are look-
ing for volun-
teers to assist
with the trans-
port of dogs
to our adoption kennel in
Burlington, WI.  We also would love
to have a volunteer who is willing to
keep the list of other volunteers
who are willing to transport, and
help with coordinating the move-
ment of those dogs from Dubuque
to Burlington.  The Transport
(Continued Page 2) 

Ernie

Transportation Coordination

Help the Hounds 
In the spring edition of the newslet-
ter this year, we asked you  to con-
sider making a donation to our Help
the Hounds Campaign.  You never
let us down!  Seventy-eight (78)
donations were received by June
1st, with a final total of funds raised
equaling $5,332.00.  Nice job,
everyone!  Thank you so much.

Ga-Ga for Gala
The 16th Annual Greyhound Gala
is just around the corner.  Inside
this edition of the Couch Potato
Press you’ll find information about
the upcoming event, raffle tickets
and how you can help.  If you
haven’t been to a Gala before,
wow, are you in for a treat!  This
annual event is our main fundraiser
for the year and we welcome all our
adopters and adoptable hounds to
a day of socializing, shopping, and
prizes.  Its really something you
don’t want to miss.  See you on
Saturday, October 23rd for a day of
fun that benefits the greyhounds!

Ad Space Available!
Do you have a business to promote?  A service our members might be
interested in?  Or would you like to honor your Greyhound’s birthday or

gotcha day with a Happy Ad?  Well now you can!  To help defray the
cost of mailing the newsletter, we are offering ad space to our support-

ers.  Business card size ads can be purchased for $25 per issue.
Please contact the editor through the website for more information.

Thank you to our current sponsors!

Rooster

Nackers

Vera

                                                       



Couch Potatoes With New Homes  — March to August 2010Gala Raffle Tickets
Can’t attend the Gala, but still
want to help our adoptable hounds
and GPA-WI?  Well, we have the
perfect option for you.  Enclosed
with the mailing of this newsletter
are six raffle tickets.  Proceeds
from the sale of these raffle tickets
go directly to helping the grey-
hounds in our program as they
search for their adoptive families.
Though the Dairyland track is now
closed, we are still working hard to
find forever homes for as many
greyhounds as we can.  This
means bringing dogs in from other
states, which means increased
travel costs and often times

increased vet care.  We need your
help!  The Gala raises over one
third of our operating budget for
the year and these raffle tickets
are part of that fundraiser.  

Tickets can be purchased by filling
out the enclosed raffle stubs and
mailing them back in the envelope
provided with your check.  Please
make checks payable to GPA-WI.
Your donation of $5 per ticket, or 3
for $20 will greatly help our pro-
gram complete its mission.

Raffle drawing will be held on the
day of the Gala, October 23, 2010
at 3:30 p.m.  Winner need not be
present.  All prize monies were
donated, so all proceeds go direct-

ly to the dogs! Thank you in
advance for your support!
If you would like additional raffle
tickets to purchase or sell to family
and friends, please contact our
treasurer, Bob Paulus at 
262-284-4934 or 
email: pauprint@sbcglobal.net

Talley Atwood
Lenny (Gilly) Azzolina
Molly (Dreamin) Barnes
Rosie Brabson
Tigger (Simba) Brzostek
Bella Christiansen
Francis (Fascination) Clope
Lizzie (Lisa) Cox
Fran Damon
Ginger Dowe
Roma East
Petey Eberle
Zack Everson
Juneau Falk
Sally Fell
Precious Felton
Stetson (Tator) Fons
Barrett Gregg
Larry (LaRoche) Harenza
Roxi (Sara) Higbee
Buck Hyman
Chase (Cat) Katzman
Bella (Belloo) Ketter
Swifty King
Wes Kowalkiewicz
Athena Laskey
Sebastian Lee
Meb Lemke
Reagan (Ronin) Lovelien

Janie Lowe
Obie Matheson
Belle (Falls) Miller
Lucy Miller
Lefty Mills
Jax Mulholland
Ziva Murphy
Gypsy (Fancy) Nencka
Vanessa Noah
Dean Ostrenga
Chet Peterson
Jasper (Fly Boy) Sandner
Tucker Schoolman
Delight Seebeck
Ginny Sinatra
Doc Smith
Pinkie Staniszewski
Cash Stoll-Jaszewski
Toby (Stan) Stubblefield
Rick Duhn-Tigrani
Trent Vegafria
Riven Wagoner
Lilly (Lilac) Watry
Miles Weaver
Payton Wells
Ellie (Colleen) Whalen
Daisy Witt
Bella (Mary Sunshine) Wolf
Ladybug Yager

Pass the Dip, 
these families have chipped!
Duke Barger
Panda Brzostek
Smidge (Cotton) Clouse
River Daly
Dooley Donald
Finley (Rye) Dowe
Oscar Ehlert
Bicker Gollberg
Fast Harrison
Daisy (Belle) Kaletka
Nackers Kaufmann
Player Koons
Chomper Lawrence
Brin Paque
Ash Pezzi
Skater Reed
Glory Riffle
Benny (Greg) Selkowe-Engle
Hawthorne Stagman
Drake Stull
Maggie Templin
Whiskey Walton
Angel Ward
Fisher Wick
Signal Zukaitis

Changing of the Guard
A great deal of work goes on
behind the scenes of an organiza-
tion like GPA-Wisconsin.  That can
only happen with great volunteers,
and good leadership to help guide
and direct our activities, as we 
promote greyhound adoption, 
educate people about these won-
derful dogs as pets, and support
our adopters and their hounds on
their adventures together.  From
time-to-time, changes occur in

leadership and the Board of
Directors says farewell to valued
members and welcomes new
ones.  This year, we would like to
thank Muriel Cunningham, Scott
Manion, Kay Manion, and Tonia
Powers for their service and
countless hours dedicated to the
group.  We would also like to 
welcome John Henninger and
Angie Felsheim to the Board.

Here is a list of the current Board
of Directors, and their area of
operation.  If you would like to

contact any member of the board
and are unsure how to do so,
please call the voicemail system at
414-299-9473 and leave a mes-
sage or email through the website
at: www.gpawisconsin.org

Danette Aberle, MSN
Heather & Keith Brandenburg, MKE
Sheryl Clouse, LAX
Cindy Dombrowski, MSN
Angie Felsheim, LAX
John Henninger, MKE
Rich McVicar, MSN
Bob & Ellen Paulus, MKE

Gala Logo Contest
Once again, we are asking for our
creative readers to come up with
designs for our Gala logo tee shirts
and other printed materials for our
annual fundraiser. 

Specifics of the logo contest are:
1) Submission deadline: Aug. 18
2) Artwork must include the 

following elements:  
a. GPA-Wisconsin or
Greyhound Pets of  America-WI
b. www.gpawisconsin.org
c. October 23, 2010 
d. 16th Annual Gala 

Greyhound Gathering

Other design elements left up to
the artist.  Winner will receive a
free tee shirt featuring your design,
and our undying gratitude for your
time and effort.  Please submit
your design to Sheryl at:
saclouse@charter.net

Signal

Gala Donations
With the Gala rapidly approaching,
the push for donations is critical.
We need your help to make the
event a huge success.  If you have
items to donate, or know of some-
one who may be interested in
donating, please contact Ellen P. at
pauprint@sbcglobal.net, or leave a
message on GPA’s voice mail sys-
tem at 414-299-9473.  Donation
collection points will be posted on
our forum message board under
the Gala 2010 Section at
www.gpawisconsin.org, or contact
your local GPA-WI representative.

Transport - from Page 1 

Coordinator duties will likely con-
sist of creating a list of the people
willing to help, and then making
phone calls to line up the drivers
when dogs are ready to come into
our program.  You can do all of this
from the comforts of your own
home!  Of course, we also need
the drivers for that list, so we have

options for everyone!
Adoptions have slowed consider-
ably since the track closing, so we
are generally bringing in only a
couple of dogs at a time.  We need
volunteers to help transport 2-3
dogs in their personal vehicle.  The
movement can be done as partial
transports, with more than one leg
in the journey - ie. someone gets
the dogs to Madison, and some-
one else picks them up in Madison
and takes them to the kennel in
Burlington.  The movement of dogs
is critical to how we do business,
so we really need your help.  If you
are interested in signing up to be
on a list of people for transport,
or if you are able to help 
coordinate transport for the dogs
from one location to another,
please contact Cindy at 
cindy.dombrowski@gmail.com,
or call our voice mail system at
414-299-9473 and leave a
message.  The greyhounds we
serve depend on us to work
together to give them the best
options for finding a loving adop-
tive home.  Won’t you help?

                       



Most of you have heard by now that
the last remaining dog track in
Wisconsin, Dairyland Greyhound
Park, closed its doors on December
31, 2009.  This brought the end of an
era, but not the end for greyhound
adoption!  There are still plenty of
greyhounds retiring in other states
who need our help.  Though the dogs
now come from long distances,
instead of a local track, GPA-
Wisconsin will continue to operate in
the same manner we always have,
with the same mission - find as many
ideal, loving homes for retired racing
greyhounds as possible.

The closing was announced in early

November, and at that time, local
adoption organizations sprung to
action by working together to move
as many pet dogs as possible out of
the facility ahead of time.  In a coordi-
nated effort dogs were moved locally
and throughout the neighboring
states. The estimated number of
greyhounds who were placed into
adoption prior to the close was
approximately 200 dogs.  In fact, at
one point, all the available pet dogs
had been moved from the track and
there was a lull where no greyhounds
were available.  The remaining dogs
at the track were all still racing.

Media coverage of the closing was
incredible. Inquiries flooded the track
and local groups like GPA-WI with
requests for information about the
dogs, the closing, and how to adopt.

The outpouring of concern and offers
of assistance were greatly appreciat-
ed and resulted in an unprecedented
surge in applications.  At one point in
early January, GPA-WI had over 100
applications in process  - clearly a
record for that time of year.  In the
end, the cooperative efforts of the
(Continued on Page 6)
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Closing Dairyland
Greyhound Park

Remembering Tattoo

Cover Dog, Tattoo  
Steve and Amanda Smith were the winning bidders of
this Gala Silent Auction item. Steve and Amanda cared
for Tattoo during his long illness and adopted him as part
of their family. LandFlyer - 12/10/06 to 7/20/09

Eight Dairyland dogs depart the track on
Dec. 5th in volunteer Doug Gregory’s bus 
to find new homes with GPA-Indianapolis.

Annual Madison Area Heartworm Clinic
Date: April 24, 2010
Time: 1 to 4 pm

*Walk-ins only, please*
Where: Healthy Pet Veterinary Clinic

1440 E Washington Ave
Madison, WI
Phone: 608-294-9494

Heartworm disease is one of the most preventable illnesses our dogs
can contract.  It is spread via the mosquito and without prevention
can result in adult worms that mature and migrate to the heart where
they can cause a wide variety of complications, including death.
GPA-WI recommends that you have your pet tested for Heartworm
disease once per year, in the spring, and that you use a monthly
heartworm preventative as part of a total wellness plan for your dogs.

As a courtesy to GPA-WI adopters, Healthy Pet Veterinary Clinic will
host their annual heartworm clinic. Walk-ins only, please.  This visit
(Continued on Page 2)



Spring is in the air.... Make sure your hound
isn’t sprung free from safety!

With warmer weather, this is the time of year we receive 
an increased number of calls about loose greyhounds.

Be sure your hound is safe by following these protocols!

1) Make sure your hound is wearing a collar with tags containing your
current contact information, as well as their GPA ID tag.

2) Check your fences for damage, gaps or weak spots.  Greyhounds
have been known to sneak through a gap as small as 6 inches!

3) Check your gates. Make sure they close tightly and have clips 
or carabiners to keep them shut.  Carabiners are available in our
Online Store on the website home page.  www.gpawisconsin.org

4) Check storm & screen doors for appropriate latches.  Consider baby
gates in doorways that lead to outside areas that are unfenced.

5) Check leashes & collars for condition and make sure they are 
appropriately adjusted. A carabiner clip added to the leash and
collar makes an excellent second form of safety.

6) Practice recall in the safety of your home or fenced yard.

7) Repeat these safety protocols to all family members and
guests to your home.

8) If your hound does
get loose, contact 
GPA-WI right away
for help.
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The way to fundraise on ebay

Did you know that GPA-WI is now a
registered MissionFish participant?
Now YOU can list items for sale on
ebay and donate a portion of the sale
to GPA-WI. You can give anything
from 10-100% of the items you sell.
Its easy, just choose GPA-WI and the
percentage you would like to donate
from the MissionFish section on the
Ebay seller form.  Clean your closets,
regift items, or use your skills to sell
products or services AND help the
hounds!  Its that simple.  If you have
any questions  or need help listing,
please contact Sheryl at
saclouse@charter.net.

Note: If making a direct cash
donation, please use the GPA-WI
paypal site as it allows us to keep a
larger percentage of the donation. 

Heartworm - from Page One

should not replace an annual 
visit to your regular veterinarian for
a full health check-up.  
Re-vaccination is also being
offered but please remember to
bring your pet’s vaccine history 
for the veterinarians to review. 

Services being offered include:
- Heartworm 4DX Test 

(4-way test: heartworm,
Ehrlichia, Lyme disease and
Anaplasma phagocytophilum)

- Rabies, Distemper Combination
and Bordetella Vaccines

- Lyme Vaccine

Heartgard, Interceptor, Frontline,
Advantix and other products will be
offered for sale.  Please check with
the clinic for pricing.

The 2009 Gala Greyhound
Gathering was another fun-filled suc-
cess!  Thanks to all our adopters,
supporters, donors, vendors and of
course those beautiful hounds who
attended to enjoy the day and raise
money for GPA-Wisconsin.  With the
economy on shaky ground, it was
nice to know all of you were still able
to help a cause you so strongly
believe in.  The greyhounds assisted
by GPA-WI surely appreciate it, too.
Even with a struggling economy, the
gross total for this year’s Gala was
nearly that of last year - in the range
of $35,000. With the track closing
and the number of injured hounds
GPA-WI has taken in, that money will
go immediately to helping the group

get through the final quarter of this
year. We had a record turnout of
vendors this year, who all reported
that their sales were good.  The bag
raffle and auction items were once
again outstanding with many inter-
esting things to bid on.  We held a
special section of the silent and live
auction to help raise money for Ohio
State University’s Greyhound Health
Wellness Program.  With these 
special offerings we were able to
send Dr. Couto a check for $1,000 to
help continue his research and 
generosity to greyhounds in need.
With the help of everyone, this event
continues to be one of the largest
and most successful greyhound
fundraisers in our area.  We could
not accomplish that without your
support. Thank You!

Gala Wrap Up...
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Thank You!

Gala Thank Yous!

We would like to thank the follow-
ing people and businesses for
their support and donations to the
Gala fundraiser this year.  If we
have accidentally missed some-
one who should be on the list,
please let us know.

Art in Detail, Cynthia Peters 
Luke Arthur & Sanna Fahn 
Danette Aberle 
Jenifer Barker DVM 
Ryan & Kim Bassett 
Anne Bigalke 
Dave & Kiki Bindl
Black Dragon Tattoo  
Heather & Keith Brandenburg 
Jessica Burch & Erin Castrapel 
Matt & Lisa Byczek 
Dawn Carr 
Peggy Chovan
Carla Christman DVM 
Amy Clarke 
Sheryl & Kelly Clouse
Laurie Coburn & Joe Ralston 
Cranky Al's Coffee House
Muriel Cunningham & Matt Gohr
Janice & Bruce Doers 
Cindy Dombrowski 
Dunn Bros Coffee, Katie Traxel 
John & Judy Elmergreen 
Family Dog Center, Laurie & Jim Haake
Angie Felscheim
Laura Felzer 
Kris Fenlon 
Stacy Fisher & Family 
Kathleen Folz
Fred Astaire Dance Studios 
Sue Fronsee 
Theresa & Jason Gangaway 
Otto & Eli Ghere
Gold N Treasures
Gold’s Gym
GPA Las Vegas, Judy Currier
GPA No.VA, Angela Kummel 
Grapehounds, Larry Bowersox 
Greyhound Alliance
Sarah & Mike Gruenhagen 
Annie Harrison
Darrell & Sue Harrison
Sarah Harrison

Eloy, Cindy & Frankie Hernandez 
Homeward Bound Tattoo 
Rich & Jerrie Ingersoll 
Iowa Humane Society 
Norm Jackson
Barb & Mike Jerue
Kim & Bruce Jones 
Chris & Tina Kaufman 
Mike & Barb Kempken 
Terry Kozuk & Bob May 
Keri Kramer
Cyril Krista
Laurie Lauber
Lund Industries LLC Michael Lund 
Rich McVicar & Laurel Losenegger
Madra Professional Pet Styling 
Karen Makowski 
Scott & Kay Manion 
Deb Mazanec 
Linda Michalets 
Caitlin Milbauer 
Cheryl & Kevin Millard
MNGR/ Big Orange Dog, Jen Komatsu
The Natural Pet 
Northcoast Greyhounds, Cara Brockhoff
Nancy & Bob Odell
Olive Garden, Ronnie Bowen  
Original Pancake House, Anneka Thommesen
Ed & Jess Owens 
Paulus Printing Gang
Petco-Kenosha 
Petsmart - Onalaska
Lindsey Phenis 
Tonia Powers 
All Ears Pet Photography, Bob Prohaska 
Liz Snyder & Rex Davenport 
Andre & Susan Robitaille 
Julie Roghan 
Kathy Rosien 
New Berlin Fazoli's,Rebecca Schimp 
Laura Schmidt
Phyllis Schmoller 
Dennis & Sue Schulkers 
David Secor 
Larry Sharp & Kay Kriewald
Paula Skoy & Travis Evenson
Steve & Amanda Smith 
Tom & Greta Swigert 
Julie & Lee Vieregge
Ron Vollmer & Terri Mirk 
Penny and Erik Wick 
Toni Willey
Wendy Zeplin 

Franklin Taco Bell, Carla Williams 
Voyagers Jewelry, Becky Taggart

And Our Vendors
Dogs and Their People
GreytKards
Clay Greys
Midwest GH Adoption
The Vintage Hound
Best Dogs Leash Caddies
The Artist Brush
Tisha Templin
Petlicious Dog Bakery
Candy’s Collars
Lola’s Loungers
Voyagers K9 Apparel
Barbara Karant
Gini’s GH Fashions
Retired Greyhound  Athletes 
Fast Jack
Midnight Sun Beading
Kathleen Folz Canine Massage
Grey Oaks Photography
Clean Break Cast Covers
Bad Dog Frida

Special thanks to the folks who
donated the items and put together
our goody bags for this year:

Sarah Harrison
Elmhurst Packaging LTD
Nutri Source, Lenny Unruh ,Mgr
Paulus Printing LLC
GPA National
Pet Supply Port
Otto and Eli Ghere
John and Betty Paulus

Below: Attendance was high as shoppers and
hounds swarmed the GPA Retail Booth to get
the goods they’ve been waiting for!
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Is my Greyhound bored? Why is my
Greyhound bumping into me on our
walks? Are Greyhounds supposed to
sleep that much?  What do I do about
my Greyhound's bad breath? 

These are just a few of the greyt
questions our new adopters have.  If
you are new to life with a retired
Greyhound, have no fear! The
answers to these questions and
many more can be found on Our
Greyt Forum! We will always
encourage you to read the books on
the reading list and call your adoption 
coordinator with questions but, we
also want to encourage all of our
adopters, new and old, to join our
forum.  On the forum, you will find
many of your questions answered or
you can post a question and receive
suggestions and support from our
devoted Greyhound community!

Using the forum is easy!  
1. Go to our website,

www.gpawisconsin.org. 

2. Under the heading and logo you
will see the contents of our site
from left to right.  On the far right
is, “Our Greyt Forum.”  Click there
and the forum will come up. This is
a public forum. You do not need to
register to view or read any of the
topics that are listed.  

3. Next, simply choose and click on a
category.  Under the “General
Topics” category, for example,
you'll see the first section for
“Announcements” followed by
“Sticky Topics.”  Sticky Topics are 

those the moderators
have chosen to keep in
view as they may be
valuable and always
important information
for quick reference.
The next section will
be the “Topics” for
every day sharing and
discussion. Topics
most recently posted
to will be listed first.
Click on any of these
to read the discussion.
Other categories may
or may not have the
“Announcements” or
“Sticky” headings.

That was easy but,
now you want to ask a
question or comment
on an interesting topic.
You can do that by reg-
istering!  Not sure yet?  Look at the
top of the page just under the GPA-
WI heading.  You will find a link to

“Frequently Asked
Questions” which cover
just about everything
you might want to
know about using the
forum.  You'll also see
a link to register.  Go
for it! Once you have
completed the registra-
tion, it will take a bit
until you are 
activated.  This is a

manual process and may take a day
or two.  Please be patient!

Once you've been activated, you may
post a new topic by; 
1. Logging in 
2. Choosing the category (General

Topics, Medical/Health, etc.) 
3. Click on the “New Topic” button

near the top left of the page 
4. Put in your subject 
5. Fill in the text box 
6. Choose “preview” to see how your

message will look. Edit if necessary 
7. Choose “submit”  

You may reply to a post by choosing
“Post Reply” when reading the posts
on a topic.

If you're still feeling shy about post-
ing, you can search the forum to see
if your question has been asked
before.  Look to the top of the page
and you will see a “Search” link.
Click on “Search” and enter a key-
word in the space provided.  Topics
containing your keyword will come up
for you to choose from.

There are other bells and whistles on
the forum.  Our hope is that this will
give you a quick start to asking 
questions, finding answers, sharing
stories and pictures and celebrating
our Greyhounds!

• • • • • • • • • • •
Don’t forget to check out other
sections of the website  too, such as
the Online Retail Store, Events
Calendar  and Events section of the
forum.  Its a quick and easy way to
stay connected and find out what’s
going on  We hope to see you and
your hound  on the forum and around
town sometime soon! 

Have a question about your Greyhound? Help is at your fingertips!
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Greyhound’s Name/Family’s Name

Bill Alred
Escort Alsteen
Dolly Anagnostopoulos
Breezy Anschuetz
Barbie Appold
Buddy Ashbaugh
Zack Bachman
Lana Barger
Donna Barrington
Gus Beckenbaugh
Tex Boyanovsky
Caesar (Nick) Bradford
Luna (Phoenix) Bua/Demus
Izzie Bunn
Penny (Lily) Butler
Toni Cacchione
Prudence (Randi) Carr
Albert Chapiewsky
Toy Chesky
Lizzie (Lisa) Cox
Praline Cwik
Cowboy Daley
Smokey Davis
Izzy (Flirt) DeBoer
Ernie Deyo
Daley (Cowboy) Devine
Bobby (Ethan) Drewicz
Princess Dube
Chloe (Jaymer) Ellingen
Dolly (Irene) Fischer
Timmy Flint
Tater Fons
Rocket (Sonny) Forsythe
Rufus (Gilmore) Fox
Apollo Frank
Cole French
Stella Gasser
Duke (Ty) Gfesser
Jessie Harvey/Langlois
Tosh (Sasha) Heindel
Edward Hicke
Big Red Holst
Lily (Floppy) Hotlen/Young
Thunder Hull

Bristol Janik
Anna Jenkins
Stewie (Fire) Jesberger
Rusty Johnson
Calvin (Purpose) Kania
Honey (Mary) Karamus/Drewek
Chase (Cat) Katzman
Dash (Dobber) Kerns
Chumley (Chucky) Kersten
Danny Kleppek
Popeye Koons
Zura (Brandy) Koshchoreck
Eddie Jennings
Monty Jonas
Topper Larabell
Pitch Lardinois
Pharoh (Saber) LaRosa
Shalla Larson
Caleb Leonard
Jackson (Tutt) Lowery
Oliver Ludtke
Fame Markham
Django (Blackeye) Mathews/Olson
Lola (Dancer) McCormick
Missy McDonough
Tuesday McMurtagh
Cosby Meyer
Lucy (Bob) Meier
Doc Merkel
Cliff Miljan
Chomper Miller
Chloe (Dreamin) Monson
Jax Mulholland
Eddie (Jake) Mussomelli
Fender Neubauer
Gibbs (Glenn) Nicolet
Danger Nichols
Vanessa Noah
Molly Olson
Gilley Packard
Phoenix (Cookie) Patton
Gus (Stake) Perlewitz
Zoey (Carol) Perlewitz
Jewel Powers
Darcy Regnery

Louie Rinehart
Blue Rockey
Cory Rosien
Greycie (Bess) Rossetti
Earl (Tulsa) Ruef
Big Q Scheid
Cameo Schultz
Wrigley (Thrilla) Seeburg
Devi Seefeld
Milhouse Sexauer
Loomis Skudlarczyk
Bo Smith
Trixie Sodke
Maya Spencer
Cash Stagman
Mauser (Jesse) Stanton
Keady (Lacy) Stull
Lexy Switalski
Boc Taylor
Crystal Tessmer
Zoey Thayer
Jetta Thompson
Oz (Greg) Tobalsky
Perry Toslek
Grace (Fame) Toussaint
Abe Vandeberg
Nellie Vatter
Skeeter Vazquez
Condor Verpoorten
Bootsie Virock
Memphis Vollmer
Bucky Walther
Harvey Walton
Miles Weaver
KC Weigand
Rita Wesley
Apple Wittman

Couch Potatoes With New Homes • September 2009 - March 2010

CHEESE
DIP

Ashton Wymelenberg
Gidget (Abby) Yakel
Izzy Zukaitis

Pass the Dip!
(these families 
have chipped!)

Juliet Abraham
Chic Andrews
Kronos (Connors/Tator) Brandenburg
Joker Ciardo
Gus Christens
Tamale Chronister/Fearing
Franny Damon
Alexee Folz
Carl Fox
Siri (Sarah) Frank
Ivy (Betty Jane) Goshman
Shelly Haverick
Mac (Ben) Heindel
Missy Hernandez
Hannah (Queenie) Hickman
Boogie Jeske
Piper Jobke
Lucy (Andy) Kapugi
Roger Kessler
Roy (Nolan) Larson
Hammer Ledesma
Dillon Lynch
Star Manion
Dory May
Tommy (Boris/Posh) O'Reilly
Sugar Paulus
Quaker Paulus
Kai (Issei) Peckus
Midnight Prieve
Betty Rogahn
Steffi Rosien
Turbo Snyder Davenport
Petra (Pet) Terpstra
Seamus (Rice) Virock
Ellie Vollmer
Payton Wells
Logan White



Dairyland Close - From Page One

regional adoption groups, the track
management, kennel operators and
racing owners, resulted in 400 grey-
hounds being placed into adoption.
Most of the Dairyland dogs are now
enjoying the comforts of retirement
life with their new families.  

With no local source of retired grey-
hounds to draw from, and the afore-
mentioned surge in applications,
GPA-WI found itself in an unusual sit-
uation.  For the first time (that I know
of), we had more applications than
dogs!  We received about 65
Dairyland dogs into the program
around the time of the close and
weeks that followed, but with dozens
of applications still in process, there
were no more dogs available. We
had prepared for a situation of great
surplus, but ended up with a short-
age.  Regional groups were geared
up for the possibility of an additional
500 dogs needing a place to go when
the track closed, when in reality,
there were probably less than 200
dogs that moved into adoption after
December 31st.  In the weeks prior to
the close, hauls had been scheduled
to transport what we thought would
be hundreds of dogs across the
region.  Those hauls actually were
canceled due to lack of dogs and the
local groups negotiated to distribute
the last of the Dairyland hounds
among us.  Approximately 250 dogs
went on to other tracks to race, most-
ly in Florida, and a small handful of
dogs were returned to their owners.

In light of the unusual circumstances,
we made the unorthodox decision to
bring in dogs from Florida on January
1, 2010, not even 12 hours after
Dairyland had closed.  We were
informed that haulers were coming to
Dairyland to take some of the racers
to Florida.  The hauls were coming to
Wisconsin with empty trailers, so
GPA-WI made a decision to utilize
that situation to our advantage. A
dozen retired racers from Orlando
were loaded into a hauler on
December 31st, and made their way
to Wisconsin as the last races were
being held at Dairyland.  

To say that this was a shock to the
adoption groups that were aware of
the situation would be an understate-
ment.  I received calls and emails
from other GPA chapters and inde-
pendent groups asking me if it was
true, that we were bringing in Florida
dogs so soon after the closing.  I con-
firmed that this was true, but tried to
keep these new developments quiet
to the majority of people.  The reason
for this was that in the middle of all
the media hype and increased inter-
est, we didn’t want people to think
there was no longer a need to help,
or that GPA-WI would no longer have
dogs.  We trudged forward into
uncharted territory with the goal of
placing as many retired racers as
possible, no matter
where they last raced.

In the first three
months of 2010, grey-
hounds from Florida,
Alabama, Oklahoma,
and Kansas have
come into our program
to find homes.  GPA-
Wisconsin has com-
pleted 94 adoptions
from January to March
2010 - that’s more than
half the adoptions
completed all last year.
Groups who have shipped dogs to us
have been extremely thankful and
appreciative  for our help.  It has

been exceptionally rewarding to
know we are making a difference not
only here in Wisconsin, but across
the country where greyhounds are
waiting to start retirement life.  

As we continue our goal of placing
retired racing greyhounds in loving
homes, we hope you will continue to
show your support for our organiza-
tion by participating in our events,
donating to our fundraising efforts
and promoting greyhound adoption
wherever possible.

GPA-Wisconsin would like to sincere-
ly thank all of our volunteers, support-
ers and colleagues in greyhound
adoption who put in endless hours
over the last several months. Your

efforts insured the
Dairyland closing would
proceed smoothly and
we are proud to be on
the same team com-
pleting our parallel
mission.  Greyhound
adoption is alive and
well in Wisconsin.  We
expect to unite many
more families with a
loving greyhound com-
panion in the years
ahead.
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Yo My Trish is a Dairyland beauty who found
her new home through GPA-Indianapolis.

They don’t make ‘em more
handsome than our Titan

Thunder.  Thunder came to GPA-WI from
Florida and is looking for his adoptive family.
Perhaps he’s been waiting for you!

JD Chic is a demure Dairyland sweetheart
who found her home with a GPA-WI family.
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x  In Memory, September 2009- March 2010 x
These beloved greyhounds have recently passed over.  We’d like to honor them by publishing their names in
our newsletter. Please let us know if there is a hound who should be remembered. We hope the list is
always short. We encourage friends and relatives to consider a donation to GPA or the Blue Fund in their
hound’s memory. Memorials are greatly appreciated and will be acknowledged with a note to the family.

Emerald Comber
Soupy Ackerman

King Bassett
Pluto Benninghoff

Riley Bruyette
Babe Brzostek
Kyra Clouse

Cinder Cramer
Solo Damon

Flyer Donatello
Ramie Felsheim

Dixie Frank
Harry Frederick

Sam Gauger
Husker Gedemer

Hatter Grossman
Eagle Hanson
Loki Hanson

Brooke Harrison
Jammer Hecht Zibrowski

Romeo Hicke
Izzy Johnson
Jazi Kalinyen

Charlie Barker Kaletka
Gazer Ketter
Nike Langdon

Babalu Ledesma
Bellagio Nederhiser
Gabe Nederhiser
Moka Nederhiser

Lucky Paulus
Ripka Peckus

Gumby Peterson
BB Phillips

Beth Rasmussen
Mike Schneiderman
New Year Stahmer

Astro Snyder Davenport
Maggie Trimberger

Betsy Vehlow
Begonia Walther

Bernie Wick
Moose Wilkinson
Dodger Wilson

Emma Zumhagen-Krause

Inside this newsletter, you will find a
donation envelope.  We ask you to
consider making a donation in
whatever amount you can afford or
whatever amount seems appropriate,
to help GPA-Wisconsin continue its
mission of placing retired racing grey-
hounds in ideal loving homes.  

With the large number of dogs
brought into the program over the last
several months, GPA-Wisconsin’s
expenses have greatly increased.   To
prepare a dog for adoption the cost is
approximately $300. This is for a
healthy hound with no complications.
Frequently, a dog will need additional
testing for parasites, bloodwork, or
assessment of an old injury. This
adds additional expense.  With an
adoption fee of $200, GPA-Wisconsin
literally loses money on each dog we
bring into the program, so we need
your support and generosity to stay
ahead of those incoming bills. 

GPA-Wisconsin has no paid positions.
We are run solely by the generosity 

and time given by our volunteers, so
all the money donated goes directly
to caring for the greyhounds and
preparing them for their new families.

Please consider these important figures:
Spay surgery = $180
Neuter surgery = $163
Frontline = $8 per dose
Dewormer = $3 per dose
Leash and Collar Set = $10
Squawker = $8
Xrays (injured dog) = start@ $60/set
Boarding = Approximately $2,000 per
month for average of 15 greyhounds.

Please consider a donation today.
GPA-Wisconsin thanks you in
advance for your support.

Help the Hounds Campaign
April is

National Adopt a
Greyhound Month

That’s right! Beginning in 2009,
April was declared the National
Adopt a Greyhound Month.

Help us spread the word about
how wonderful retired racing
greyhounds are as pets by 
getting out around town with your
greyhound.  Take your GPA-WI 
business cards with you, so when
someone stops you to ask about
your beautiful hound, you can
refer them to the GPA-WI website
for more information. If you need
GPA business cards please
contact your local Meet and
Greet coordinator or email in to
our website with your name and
address and we’ll mail some to
you. With your help, we can find
more loving homes for retired
racing greyhounds!

Sebastian is a
handsome fawn
male. He’s one
of the remaining
Dairyland dogs
waiting to find 
a home, and
he’s anxious to
become part of
your family!

We Joined Facebook!

GPA - WI is proud to
announce the creation of
a Facebook Fan Page.
You can post comments,
pictures, videos and 
participate in discussions.
You can also check out
the events tab to see
what's going on for the 
upcoming weekend. 
Let's see lots of cool pic-
tures and videos of your
wonderful Greyhounds.
Make sure to sign up and
become a fan! 

To find our Facebook 
fan  page, search for
Greyhound Pets of
America - WI.
See you there!
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Ad Space Available!
Do you have a business to promote?  A service our members  

might be interested in?  Or would you like to honor your hound’s 
birthday or gotcha day with a “Happy Ad”?  Well now you can!  
In order to help defray the cost of mailing out this newsletter, 

we are offering ad space to our supporters.  Business card size ads
can be purchased for $25 per issue. Please contact the editor through
the website for more information.  Thank you to our current sponsors!
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15th Annual Gala
Greyhound Gather ing

Saturday, Sept 26th, 2009
Waukesha County Expo Center

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
•  • • • • • •

Gala is Almost Here!

Saturday, September 26th, 2009
will mark the 15th Annual Gala
Greyhound Gathering.  Wow, hard to
believe its been 15 years since the
very first Gala!  Though GPA-WI has
been in existence longer than that
(20 years!), it was the brain child of a
few early adopters who had the idea
to put an event like this together to
raise money for the dogs.  A big
thank you to Dr. Becky McCracken,
Ellen Schneiderman and Katie Traxel
for being the pioneers who started
the very 1st Gala.  With your great
leadership, this event has grown to
be the premier greyhound fundraiser
in our region and we are all proud to
be part of it.

The Gala will again be held at the
Waukesha County Expo Center
Arena.  Hundreds of greyhounds and
greyhound lovers will descend upon
the arena to support Greyhound Pets
of America-Wisconsin by purchasing
raffle tickets, buying GPA apparel
and supporting our vendors.  A list of
scheduled activities are inside this
newsletter.  Times are subject to

change, so be sure to check the
schedule posted at the Gala. 

As in years past, all well-mannered
greyhounds and non-greyhound
canine siblings are welcome at the
event, however, please remember
that not all greyhounds are familiar
with small dogs, other breeds of dogs
or children. It is your responsibility to
handle your greyhound or other dog
appropriately to ensure a safe and
fun event for everyone.  

**Please use caution during dog 
interaction. Keep your dog on
leash and under your control at all
times.  Also please be responsible
and pick up after your dog. If your
pet has an accident in the Expo
Center, see our grounds crew or a
board member (green shirts) to
help get things cleaned up.  

Thank you and have a fun time
at the Gala!

DIRECTIONS TO THE GALA:
From I-94, exit Hwy J South (exit
294) in Waukesha.  South on J to
Northview Road, then west (right)
to the Expo Center Arena (the big
dome).

What’s Inside:
• Everything Gala!

• Adoption Hounds

• Nuts & Bolts

• Memorials

Logo Contest Winner is
(drum roll please!)....

El i Ghere
Thank you, Eli, for submitting the

winning design for this year’s Gala.

This logo will be featured on our

2009 tee shirts and other printed

materials.  Thank you to all our logo

contest submitters - we had a lot of

great designs to pick from, and hope

you’ll submit a design again next year.

Couch Potato Press
is a quarterly publication of Greyhound Pets of  America-Wisconsin, 
a non-profit organization dedicated to placing ex-racing greyhounds 
in loving homes as pets.  It is designed and edited by Ellen Paulus, and
includes many contributors and volunteers.  Please direct any 
correspondence, address changes or donations to:

GPA-Wisconsin, Post Office Box 2115, Madison, WI 53701-2115

In Memory, June - September 2009
These beloved greyhounds have recently passed over.
We’d like to honor them by publishing their names in
our newsletter. Please let us know if there is a hound
who should be remembered.

We hope the list is always short. We encourage
friends and relatives to consider a donation to GPA or
the Blue Fund in their hound’s memory. Memorials are
greatly appreciated and will be acknowledged with a
note to the family.

Bonus Folz

Boxer Genzel

Stan Heindel

Neon Hessen

Licorice Knuese

Sunny Kenealy

Kamey Palmer-Laber

Casey Powers

April Rink

Walker Rosien

Leedo Rosien

Miami Ryerson

Freddie Seeburg

Ami Shope

Tattoo Smith

Nosy Wozniczka

Nancy J. Schaff

W226 S5720 Woodside Ct.
Waukesha, WI 53189

262/548-3979
262/548-3982 (Fax)

Email: njschaff@wi.rr.com
www.dogsandtheirpeople.com

www.dogcoats.com

CUSTOM
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Ad space is available for purchase.  $25 for a business card size ad.  Send requests
to pauprint@sbcglobal.net. Please support our sponsors, and consider buying a
happy ad to offset the cost of mailing out this newsletter.  Thank you!

Would you like to see your beautiful hound
on the cover of our December issue?
Look for this Silent Auction item. You could
be the winning bidder of our “Cover Dog”
prize.  It’s priceless!

Cover Dog

^Deli Paulus^



Youngsters the Norm

When GPA-WI first started, most of
the dogs coming into the program
were four and five year olds.  They
had long racing careers and eventu-
ally graded off to retirement. As time
went on, we started to see younger
dogs retire. In recent years, we’ve
had mostly three year olds with an
occasional five year old, or an occa-
sional two year old. Times are a
changing....

The majority of dogs we are asked to
take into the program now are less
than three years old, and often less
than two years old.  Why is that hap-
pening, and what does that mean?

There are many factors that con-
tribute to the reduction in age but
most of the reasons relate to the
decline of the Dairyland track in
Kenosha, where most of our dogs
come from.  Its not necessary to dis-
cuss the state of the track in detail.
All you need to do is go to the inter-
net and google for information and
plenty of reading material will come
up.  But the bottom line is that when
dogs come up to race, if they aren’t
showing immediate potential, many

of the kennels do not have the time
or resources to continue schooling
the dogs long term, so they end up
retiring them early.

What does that mean for GPA-WI?
It means that we have to adapt our
adoption methods. It means we have
to educate our applicants that the
dog they may be getting won’t be a
typical couch potato yet. We all know
that greyhounds are puppies until
they are three years old.  When we
get a dog who’s eighteen or twenty
months old, its a vastly different thing
than getting a 3, 4 or 5 year old.  We
now have applicants choosing to
wait for an “adult” or mature dog, and
yet we have a kennel full of young-
sters looking for homes.  

There is nothing we can do about the
age of the dogs that are retiring.
That part is not up to us.  What we
must do is continue to advocate for
greyhound adoption, educate people
on the changes we are seeing with
our incoming dogs, and assure peo-
ple that the youngster they might
adopt will truly turn into that 40 mph
couch potato we know they can be...
it just might take a little extra time
and training to make that happen.

Greyhound’s Name/Family’s Name

Gracie (Apple) Albrecht

Tucker Arndorfer

Rice Baranczyk

Juneau Falk

Irene Fischer

Emma (Sally) Hickman

King Jenkins

Roxy (Penny) Kapugi

Carie Kessler

Camero Levia

Hammer Messina

Chile Ott

Joey Pallin

Dodge Peterson

Dio (Fire) Poulsen

Greycie (Bess) Rossetti

Tock (Bruiser) Russo

Wrigley (Thrilla) Seeburg

Slammer Shope

Louie Topel

Chevy (Chevelle) Wendt

Pass the Dip!
(these families
have chipped!)

Dusty Driftka

Sugar Halpin

Theresa Holden

Echo (Sandy) Schmidt

Tattoo Smith

Daytona Witte

BLESSING OF THE HOUNDS
by Rev. Jeffrey Best

11:00 a.m. 

GROUP ROO 
immediately following the blessing

BAG RAFFLES
12:00, 2:00 & 3:45 p.m.

Buy your tickets and drop them in
the bags in front of the gift pack

you’d like to win. The bag raflles are
awesome, just ask anyone.  You’ll

need to buy a lot of tickets!

FASHION SHOW at 12:45 p.m.
Come see our available hounds and

trend setting adopters in the new
fashions available fromGPA Retail.

LIVE AUCTION at 1:00 p.m.
Some of our most interesting and 
valuable items are up on the block

for the highest bidders! 

SILENT AUCTION
Closes at 3:00 p.m.

Keep your eye on these prizes and
be sure to out-bid your competition!  
**This year, we have a new feature
called the Winner’s Circle.  If there
is an item you really want, pay the

“buy it now” price and join the 
winner’s circle by ringing the bell!

BIG CASH RAFFLE - 3:30 p.m.
It’s not too late to purchase those
raffle tickets!  Top prize is $1000 -

now who wouldn’t want to win that!?
Ticket booth will be open up until

the time of the drawing.

NAIL TRIMMING
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. — $10 per dog
located in the SW  loading dock

MICROCHIPPING
12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. 

$10 per dog. Located in the SW
loading dock with nail trimming.

GREYHOUND GAMES 
& COSTUME CONTEST

Games throughout the day
Costume Contest @ 2:30 p.m.

Does your greyhound like to dress
up?  Enter your pup in the Costume

Contest!  Other contests include:
Longest Tail, Tallest/Shortest GH,
Godzilla Game, & Oldest Hound   

ADOPTION BOOTH
Stop in our adoption booth to see
those beautiful hounds waiting for

new homes.   Maybe its time to add
a dog?  Available hounds are noted

by their gold bandannas!

BLUE FUND BOOTH & BOARD
Get a beautiful fall or holiday 

bandana for your hound - just $2.
All proceeds go to our injured or

special medical needs hounds.  Our
board will feature hounds we were
able to help this last calendar year. 

CANINE MASSAGE THERAPY
Need a little relaxation during the

Gala hub-bub?  Treat your dog to a
5, 10 or 15 minute massage.They’ll
love it! Located in the NE confer-
ence room with pet photography.

PET PHOTOGRAPHY
Have you always wanted a profes-
sional looking photo of your grey-

hound?  Now is your chance!  
Buy a voucher at the raffle ticket

booth and sign up for a time slot to
put your pup in print! 

CLOCK YOUR DOG RADAR RUN
See how fast your hound is with an
official radar reading! Cost is $5 and
you’ll even get a certificate to frame!

RESALE SHOP
New this year is a special area

upstairs where you can purchase
gently used dog items that have

been donated to GPA-WI.  This is a
great place for bargain hunters!

Items offered in “as is” condition.

Please Note: We have in the past had a
good selection of sports tickets and
other large items in our Live Auction.
This year, bag raffle donations were
good, but the bigger items we offer on
Live Auction were lacking a smidge.  If
you have a larger item or tickets to a
sporting or theatre event that you would
be willing to donate, please contact Bob
at 262-284-4934. Thank you.
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Bad Dog Frida
Barbara Karant
Best Dog Leash Caddies
Blue Fund Bandanas
ClayGreys
Clean/Break Cast Covers
Dogs & Their People 
Fast Jack
GateKeepers
Gold’s Gym
GPA-WI Retail
Gini’s Greyhound Fashions
Grey Oaks Photography
GreytKards by Kari
Canine Massage
Candy’s Collars
Midwest GH Adoption
Midnight Sun Beading
Petlicious Pet Bakery
Retired Greyhound Athletes
The Vintage Hound
The Artist’s Brush
Tina’s Jammies
Tisha Templin
Voyagers GH Apparel

1 5 T H  A N N U A L  GA L A  G R E Y H O U N D  GAT H E R I N G
Saturday, Sept. 26th • 10 a.m - 4 p.m.

•  •  L ist of Events & Activ it ies  •  •
Admission is free so you can spend money on fun stuff! Times & activities subject to change without notice.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Would you like to help out
at this year’s Gala?  Help
with set up or clean up?
Work in a booth?  We

could still use a few more
helpers on the day of the
Gala to make sure all the
shifts are covered.  If you
think you might be able to

work a one hour shift,
please call Ellen at 

262-284-4934 or email:
pauprint@sbcglobal.net
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

2009 VENDORS

ACCOMMODATIONS

With folks traveling quite a distance
to come to the Gala, here is some
information on where you can stay
overnight with your hound. Relax,
stay the whole day and enjoy the full
event without rushing home!  Or
come the night before, and get a
head start on Saturday by getting
there early!

Several families are staying at:

LAQUINTA in Brookfield on Friday
and Saturday night.  Phone number
for LaQuinta is  262-782-9100.

Couch Potatoes With New Homes • June - Sept 2009

CHEESE
DIP

Dont’ Forget!
1) Address Labels for Bag Raffles
2) Blanket or Bed for your hound
3) Treats or water for your hound
4) Cash, check or credit cards!



GPA-Wisconsin’s volunteers had a
busy summer.  From the Lake Walk
for Cancer in Oconomowoc in May,
to the Brat Barns in June in
LaCrosse, the Brewer’s Game in
Milwaukee in July, and the Golf
Outing in Madison in August, sum-
mer 2009 was packed with activities
and events to bring awareness to
greyhound adoption, educate the
public and raise funds for our organ-
ization.  Great job, everyone!  Here
are some highlights...

Mounds DogFest on June 14th is
always a highlight of the Madison
summer, and the Ball Bob brings in a
lot of dogs and cash for GPA-WI.

Kopp’s Custard Nights in
Milwaukee is a great way to enjoy
the taste of summer with friends,
and we always draw a lot of atten-
tion with the hounds.

Two special events that
took a great deal of

planning were the RuffinIt Resort
Paws with a Cause Dog Carnival,
and the Golfing for Greyhounds
Tournament.

Paws with a
Cause Dog
Carnival fea-
tured Pin the
Tail on the
G r e y h o u n d
and other
games, face
p a i n t i n g ,

cookout,  trick competition, practice
on the agility equipment, a silent
auction, and a lot of dogs and peo-
ple having a ton of fun. 

The Paws with a Cause event raised
over $1,000 for GPA-WI.  Special
thank you to Mike and Sarah
Gruenhagen who put in the time and
effort to make sure the event was  a
success, as well as RuffinIt Resort
for putting this event together.
Awesome job!

The first annual Golfing for
Greyhounds tournament was the
brain child of some folks who com-
bined their love of two things into
one fantastic event.  30+ golfers
rounded the course in support of
GPA-WI and over $4,000 was raised
as a result. 

Thank you to the hole sponsors who
contributed more than half of the 
collected proceeds.

Mounds Pet Food Warehouse
Sunny and Grace Kriewald
Joyce Wells for Shaggy Waiver
Julia Corwin and Marie Haller
Tali Greyhounds
Creative Insurance Planning Co., Ltd.
Hecht-Zibrowski Hounds
Travis Hasse's Original Apple Pie Liqueur
eflexgroup
Modern Woodman--Larry Marlette
Alesia Bock and Friends
Great Lakes Mortgage Corp
DKM Consultants
Capital Water Softener, Inc

A giant pat on the back and thank
you to Gar Zibrowski, Wendy Hecht,
Larry Sharp and Kay Kriewald for
doing a fabulous job of coordinating
and expediting.  We are all looking
forward to next year!

Summer Events Wrap Ups
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The Legacy & Memorial
of a Dog Named Tattoo

We have the sad duty to
inform you that the greyhound
named Tattoo who we so des-
perately tried to help has
passed away.  Though valiant
efforts were put forth by
everyone involved, Tattoo’s ill-
ness was too immense for
modern medicine. After
months of treatments and
tests, consultation with
experts around the country -
all to no avail - the difficult
decision to let him go and put an end
his suffering was made on July 20th. 

What Tattoo taught us in the months
we had him, is that even in the face
of pain and an uncertain future, its
important to enjoy the little things....
laying the grass, the comforts of a
squishy bed, the love of the people
around you. Though his life was
much too short, and nearly half of it

riddled with medical issues, Tattoo
still managed to give a tail wag and a
smile to those around him. He

touched the hearts of everyone he
met and will live in our memories forever.

To honor Tattoo, and in appreciation
for all that Dr. Couto and OSU did to
help him, the Gala will feature two
special auction items to benefit the
Ohio State University Greyhound
Program. The folks at OSU were the
absolute best partners we could
have asked for in the search for a

cure for Tattoo.  They sunk their
heart and soul into his care, and
picked up much of the costs while

Tattoo was at their facility.
Please consider bidding on
the items marked as a
fundraiser for OSU, and help
us show our support for their
greyhound program. Their
clinical studies and research
have undoubtedly benefited
all of our beloved greyhounds
in a general sense.  Our hope
is that with help and financial
contributions to  their program
their good work can continue.

A special thank you to all the members
of GPA-WI, Tattoo’s foster and adop-
tive family Amanda and Steve Smith,
Dr. Guillermo Couto, The OSU
Greyhound Program, Dr. Carla
Christman, Dr. Jenifer Barker, and the
UW-Madison Veterinary Hospital.

GPA Retail always has a good selec-
tion of products, including apparel
and logo merchandise.  This year is
no exception, and we are launching
our new line of “Athletic Wear” which
will feature yoga pants, unisex ath-
letic shorts, tank tops and more.
Check out the list below of our fan-
tastic offerings and make sure to
spend some dollars at our booth.
Support the group and show your
GPA-WI pride!

Here is some of what you’ll find:
• Gala Logo Tees

-  in short and long sleeve
• Organic Tees
• Ladies Fitted Tees
• Greyhound Volunteer Tees
• Cows, Cheese & Fast Dogs Tees
• Childrens Tees
• Hoodie Pullover Sweatshirts
• Zip front hoodie sweatshirts
• Fleece jackets
• Baseball caps
• Visors 
• 2Hounds Martingale Collars
• GPA-WI Logo Golf Balls
• Screaming Monkeys
• Squeaky Toys

• Travel Mugs
• Pint Brewery Glasses
• Reusable Water Bottles
• Reusable Shopping Bags
• Greyhound Notecards
• Premier collars
• Full Color Car Magnets
• Carabiner Clips
• Greyhound Tee shirts
• Greyhound Beanie Babies
• Limited Edition GPA Posters

We’d love nothing more than to sell
out of these items!  With your help,
maybe we can!  Shop til you drop.
And don’t forget...

We accept credit cards!

What will you find at the GPA RETAIL BOOTH?  Cool stuff, that’s what!

GP
A-WISCONSIN

R
unning Strong



Gala Logo Contest

The annual Gala logo contest is
upon us. Its time to get all those
creative juices flowing to come up
with a design for our 15th fundrais-
er!  This year’s event will be held on
September 26th, so a couple weeks
earlier than previous years.  For this
reason, we need your submissions
rapido!  The chosen design will be
featured on our Gala t-shirts and
may be used for other promotional
items.  Design submissions should
include the following:

1) 15th Annual Gala 
Greyhound Gathering

2) Greyhound Pets of America-
Wisconsin, or GPA-Wisconsin

3) www.gpawisconsin.org
4) the date: Sept. 26th, 2009 (opt.)

Other elements are left up to the
artist.  Designs should be submitted
in 1 or 2 color artwork.  Digital art is
acceptable and can be emailed to:
sclouse@charter.net or hard copy
art can be mailed to: Sheryl Clouse
at 525 August Hills Drive, La
Crescent, MN 55947. Deadline for
submissions is July 25th, 2009.

Winner will receive a complimentary
t-shirt featuring their design, recog-
nition in our newsletter, and GPA-
Wisconsin’s undying gratitude!

We’ve had some excellent designs
in years past, and we are excited to
see what you can come up with to
celebrate our 15th anniversary year!

Upcoming Events

MILWAUKEE BREWER GAME
Monday, July 27, 2009
7 p.m. Game time vs. Nationals
Tickets are $14.  Proceeds go
directly to the hounds!  For more
information please check the web-
site events calendar, or contact
Heather at 414-453-0477.
Only 12 tickets left!

GOLFING FOR GREYHOUNDS 
Sunday, August 23 
12:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
Door Creek Golf Course 
4321 Vilas Rd, Cottage Grove, WI
Golf Scramble at Noon, Light
Supper, Cash Bar & Door Prizes to
follow. Mark your calendar! For
more information, please see our
website events calendar, or contact
Wendy  at 608-223-9304.

15TH ANNUAL GALA
GREYHOUND GATHERING
September 26, 2009
Waukesha Expo Center 
This is GPA-WI’s biggest fundraiser! 
Mark the date its the event you
wait all year for!  We’ll have our
usual vendors, and some exciting
new ones.  Don’t miss it!

Please also check out our website
and forum message board for our
updated calendar of events pages
at  www.gpawisconsin.org.
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In Memory, March - June 2009
These beloved greyhounds have recently passed over.
We’d like to honor them by publishing their names in
our newsletter. Please let us know if there is a hound
who should be remembered.

We hope the list is always short. We encourage
friends and relatives to consider a donation to GPA or
the Blue Fund in their hound’s memory. Memorials are
greatly appreciated and will be acknowledged with a
note to the family.

Electra Ahlquist-Jakoubek

Viking Christens

Rusty Damon

Cairo Donnelly-Knight

Jack Hauschild

Magoo Hernandez

Lola Kaufmann

Angel Lewis

Moses Manion

Teddy O’Connor

Del Paulus

Dashiell Peters

Tuc Powers

Tucker Schmidt

Sheba Slabaugh

City Wesolek

Summer is finally here!

...that means warm weather for the
hounds.  During hot weather days,
please make sure to keep your
hounds cool and provide plenty of
water.  Remember that dark or
black colored hounds heat up faster
than lighter coat colors, so be sure
to supervise them carefully. If they
feel hot to you or are running a
temperature, get them into a cool
location as quickly as possible.  If
they are stumbling, vomiting, or
lethargic, get them to a cool loca-
tion and then check with your vet
immediately to make sure your dog
does not have heat stroke.

Here are some ways to beat the
heat on a hot day:
1) provide a shady spot outside
2) set up a kiddie pool
3) serve frozen treats like 

Frosty Paws or a frozen Kong
4) use fans to circulate air in the

location your dog lays

Have a fun and safe summer!  
See you in the fall!

Nancy J. Schaff

W226 S5720 Woodside Ct.
Waukesha, WI 53189

262/548-3979
262/548-3982 (Fax)

Email: njschaff@wi.rr.com
www.dogsandtheirpeople.com

www.dogcoats.com

CUSTOM
GREYHOUND

COATS

Shannon Losenegger-McVicar

Ad space is available for purchase.  $25 for a business card size ad.  Send requests
to pauprint@sbcglobal.net. Please support our sponsors, and consider buying a
happy ad to offset the cost of mailing out this newsletter.  Thank you!

4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4



• Couch Potato Press • June 2009 • Page 2 • • Couch Potato Press • June 2009 • Page 3 •

Greyhound’s Name/Family’s Name

Missy Bartlett-Laluzerne
Saturn Brott
Herbie (Nick) Campbell
Angel (Ashley) Coffey
Eevee (Buttons) Doering
Noel Ehlert
Patrick Gollberg
Sierra Heitland
Mascot Hernandez
Theresa Holden
Romeo Jeide
Rex Johnson
Mia Kurth
Kamey Laber

Scotty Lund
Shiver Lyons
Penny (Muffin) McMillan
Noah Mitten
Guinness Portee
Sawyer Rogahn
Fossil Schreindl
Casey Siver
Dodge Smither-Dines
Vash (Ash) Stoeger
Speck Stone
Joe Wolfe
Lucy Wormington

Pass the Dip - these 
families have
chipped!

Rosemary Hanks
Marissa Jozwiak
Leesha Losenegger-McVicar
Scotty Manion
Cookie Peckus
Dave Phillips
Nel Robitaille
Lucy Swigert
Stewie TenHoven
Ruben Wesolek

Couch Potatoes With New Homes • March - June 2009

DIP

If we have somehow overlooked a dog who should be listed in the adopted section,
we apologize.  Please let us know so we can include the name in our next issue.

Our Featured Hounds

Every year it seems we have a cou-
ple of dogs who need a little more
help finding that special home to
call their own.  Such is the case with
the three handsome lads you see
pictured below.  Each of these fel-
lows is in need of a good home and
has been waiting quite a while to
find it.  Maybe that home is with you
- take a look!

DUSTY - Dusty is a stately gentle-
man of 8 years.  He has a quiet
demeanor and a sweet personality.
He finds himself looking for a new
home after being with a family for

several years.  Dusty’s ideal home
would have another canine compan-
ion, a fenced yard and a quiet
atmosphere.  Dusty loves to romp in
the yard with the other dogs, but
can be a little bit on the reserved
side so a noisy active home is not
his cup of tea.  Dusty is cat friendly
and his foster mom reports that he
is a very good house guest.  Won’t
you consider giving this senior a lov-
ing home of his own?  We promise
you won’t regret it!

GLENN - Glenn is a happy 3 yr old
despite the fact that his race name
was Grumpy Guy!  Glenn was
retired due to a compound fracture
of his back leg which required sur-
gery to repair.  His recovery of his
injury is complete, and he’s ready to
get on the road to retirement!  He

has a bright
personality
and an
inquisitive
nature.
Glenn is cur-
rently living
in a foster
home as an
only dog.
Glenn is not
generally
inclined to
share his

space or food with other dogs, so
we feel he’d be best in a single dog,
environment with adults and high
school age kids. He has very good
leash manners and loves to go for
walks.  His foster home says he
does not need a fenced yard.
Glenn has a higher prey drive and is
not cat friendly.  He also thrives on
routine. He’s even passed obedi-
ence class!  Glenn is quite a char-
acter and his foster mom says he
makes them smile every day. Let’s
find this guy his forever home so he
can enjoy some part of summer
hanging out in the yard with you or
going for relaxing walks to the park.
You’re going to turn heads with this
handsome dog at your side!

DAYTONA - Daytona is a super
sweet young fellow who is only 2
years old.  He’s been in his foster
home for a couple of months and

has made some good progress
coming out of his shell.  This hand-
some guy can be hesitant with new
things, but has done great at doggie
daycare.  He’s also been known to
cuddle up to his people, when they
aren’t paying attention!  Daytona is
cat friendly and his ideal home
would have a fenced in yard, anoth-
er canine companion and a patient
family to help him explore all the
benefits that retirement has to offer.
Due to Daytona’s hesitant nature, a
home that isn’t too chaotic would
probably be best. Won’t you open
your heart and home to this young-
ster?  He’s ready to melt your heart.

If you would like more information
about one of these featured grey-
hounds, or our other adoptable
dogs, please go to: 
www.gpawisconsin.org

Nuts & Bolts

Each newsletter, this
section attempts to
make you aware of

what changes or happenings are
going on with the group behind the
scenes.  

This quarter, we welcome two new
board members, Heather and Keith
Brandenburg from the Milwaukee
area.  Heather will be our new
Events Coordinator for Milwaukee.
If you’d like to volunteer for events,
please send an inquiry to our web-
master and it will be forwarded to
Heather.

We’d also like to say thank you to
Susan Hemenway for her service as
kennel operations manager.  Sue
will be leaving that post at the end
of July.  The dogs and the organiza-
tion have appreciated her dedication
and hard work.

Online Retail Store

In the spring of this
year, GPA-Wisconsin
launched its online
retail store.  We heard
from many of you that
you wanted to be able
to purchase GPA mer-
chandise year round, so in
order to try to accommodate
that request, a committee
worked with our webmaster
to make it happen.  We are
currently offering our Green
Line of products which
include Organic Cotton Tee
shirts featuring our “Reduce
Your Carbon Paw Print”
logo, water bottles, and shop-
ping bags.  You can also pur-
chase a muzzle or
Greyhounds for
Dummies Book
here as well.

Check out and
payment  is easy
by using a credit card or our
paypal account.

If you prefer not to order
online, you can also click on

the link to
download an
order form from
the store and
mail in a check
with your order.  

Please see the
home page of the website for

more information!

Check back at the retail
store periodically - we
will be switching out
items occasionally to
offer additional 
products.  Some of the
past Gala tee shirts

might be showing up online
for a slightly reduced price.

That would be a
good time to bulk up
your GPA wear at
cost savings prices!

We hope you’ll 
support the online

store by making a purchase!

Animal Advocate TV

In May we were contacted by a group called
Animal Fairy Charities, Inc.  They run a non-
profit organization that advocates for animal
welfare and education.  They honor and raise
money for shelters and adoption agencies who
assist with making sure animals are safe and
well cared for.  They inquired about featuring us
in a clip on their new show, Animal Advocate TV. 

On May 21st, a few
of our volunteers
and some amazing
hounds filmed the
clip that can now be
seen either on
Animal Advocate TV,
their website, and
also on YouTube.  

Take a look at: www.animalfairycharities.org

Animal Fairy Charities also provided a $100
donation to our group to help our hounds, and
honored us with a pewter Animal Fairy in 
appreciation of GPA-Wisconsin’s work and dedi-
cation to greyhound adoption.  Thank you to
Animal Fairy Charities, Debra Lopez, Tonia,
Heather, Jessica and Kathleen for making this
opportunity possible!



Annual Madison 
Area Heartworm Clinic

Date: April 4, 2009
Time: 1 to 4 pm
Healthy Pet Veterinary Clinic
1440 E Washington Ave
Madison, WI  
Phone: 608-294-9494

Heartworm disease is one of the
most preventable illnesses our dogs
can contract.  It is spread via the
mosquito and without prevention can
result in adult worms that migrate to
the heart where they cause a wide
variety of complications, including
death. GPA-WI recommends that
you have your pet tested for
Heartworm disease once per year in
the spring and use a monthly heart-
worm preventative as part of a total
wellness plan for your dog.

As a courtesy to GPA-WI adopters,
the Healthy Pet Veterinary Clinic will
continue to host the annual clinic this
year!  The clinic is scheduled for April
4th, 2009 from 1pm through 4pm.
Walk-ins only, please.  This visit
should not replace an annual visit to

your regular veterinarian for a full
health check-up.  Re-vaccination is
also being offered but please
remember to bring your pet's vac-
cine history for the veterinarian to
review.  Services being offered include:

Heartworm Test  (4-way test: heart-
worm, Ehrlichia, Lyme disease and
Anaplasma phagocytophilum)
Rabies, Distemper and Bordetella
Vaccines, Lyme Vaccine

Heartgard, Interceptor, Frontline,
Advantix and Vectra 3-D will be
offered for sale.   

Upcoming Events

Greyhounds Walk for Cancer
Saturday, May 2nd
Fowler Park, Oconomowoc
GPA will have a team.  All money
raised goes to cancer research. 
Please contact Tonia for more
information at 262-253-1300.

Kennel Clean Up Day
Saturday, May 30, 2009
9 a.m. - Whenever???
GPA-WI and Greyhounds Only team
up to scrub down the boarding ken-
nel facility and give it a fresh start  for
summer.  We also provide baths for
the adoptable dogs, and spend a fun
day just hanging out together. For
more information please check the
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In Memory, December 2008-March 2009
These beloved greyhounds have recently passed over.
We’d like to honor them by publishing their names in our
newsletter. Please let us know if there is a hound who
should be remembered. We hope the list is always short.

We encourage friends and relatives to consider a
donation to GPA or the Blue Fund in their hound’s 
memory. Memorials are greatly appreciated and will be
acknowledged with a note to the family.

What’s Inside:

• Nuts & Bolts

• Featured Hound

• Update on Tattoo

• Adoptions Memorials

Sweet Miss Lady

Super Alli

Sapphire Bartolotta

Rhett Christman

Legend Hasen

Ripley Hepworth

Bumper Hopkins

Anni Jeske

Bear LeFebvre

Angel Manion

Santo Michalski

Bear Portee

Kit Portee

Murray O-Reilly

Fred Siver

TomBoy Smither

Misha Stokes

Whisper Wesley

Kathy Wintheiser

forum events calendar page as the
date approaches.

Milwaukee Brewer Game
Monday, July 27, 2009
7 p.m. Game time vs. Nationals
For more information please check
the website events calendar, or 
contact Heather at 414-453-0477.

15th Annual Gala 
Greyhound Gathering
September 26, 2008
Waukesha Expo Center 
GPA-WI’s biggest fundraiser! 
Mark the date, details to follow!

Please also check out our website
and forum message board for our
updated calendar of events pages at 

www.gpawisconsin.org.

Other News
GPA-WI Creates a Cookbook!
Team Cookbook has taken on the
task of creating our very own collec-
tion of favorite recipes!  We antici-
pate the cookbooks will be ready in
time for the Gala, but right now we
need your recipe submissions!
Inside this newsletter you will find a
form to submit your favorite recipes.
The cookbook will include both peo-
ple and dog recipes so be sure to
share with us what you, your family
and your hound enjoying making
and eating! Happy Cooking!

In the December 08
issue, our cover
dogs were Luke and
Lilly Smith. By an
oversight, we didn’t
mention that this
handsome photo
was taken by Grey
Oaks Photography. 
To contact Grey
Oaks Photography,
please go to:
greyoaksphoto.com
or call Dave & Don
at 608-215-4289. Luke & Lilly
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Greyhound’s Name/Family’s Name

Trey Anderson

Barbie Becker

Denver Bendixen

Roady Benfield

Duke Blackburn

Jake (Wiley) Bringe

Derrick Brockman

Vince (MGM) Christman

Davis Clarke

Jack Dewberry

Carly Dries

Summer Echeverria

Bella (Duncan) Findlay

Gracie (Ingrid) Jungwirth

Gabby Knar

Gilley Koch

Ace Martinelli

Ginger Monroe

Janie Nordby

Cassie Pankonien

Floyd Prieve

Finnegan Rader

Elmo Reinke

Donna Ruptrecht

Pass the Dip - these 
families have 
chipped!

Judge (Manny) Bielke

Jimmy Bucholtz

Speck Finley

Sophie (Tinkerbell) Hanson

Hammer Kaletka

Maya Kozuk-May

Fred Neuville

Annie Pallo

Oliver Powers

Radar Vierling

Couch Potatoes With New Homes • December 2008 - March 2009

DIP

If we have somehow overlooked a dog who should be listed 
in the adopted section, we apologize.  

Please let us know so we can include the name in our next issue.

Featured Hound - Romeo
Romeo is a handsome five year old
male with a beautiful white and brindle
coat. This sweet guy had a long racing
career and has been waiting almost 6
months to find his forever home!  We’re
not sure why?! Romeo is cat friendly
and has been enjoying the comforts of
a foster home. His ideal family would
have another canine companion and a
fenced yard to romp in.  Romeo is 
sensitive to very loud noises, but once
he warms up and gets acquainted, his
foster mom says he’s just an awesome
dog. If you have room for Romeo,
please contact your GPA adoption 
representative  today.  Let’s find this
hearthrob a home! ♥

Nuts & Bolts

◊ New Board Members
GPA-Wisconsin

recently added new
board members to the roster.
These board members put in a lot of
hours behind the scenes taking on
the day-to-day tasks that make this
organization work.  Thank you to,
and please welcome:

Rich McVicar & Laurel Losenegger
joined the board last fall and are
now our Madison/Central WI Area
Adoption Coordinators.

Also please welcome Scott & Kay
Manion who recently joined the
board and reside in our neighboring
State to the south.  Scott and Kay
have been working hard to keep our
Petfinder Adoptable page up-to-date
with photos and descriptions of all
our available dogs.

◊ Contacting Board Members
A list of the names of the GPA-WI
board members is posted on the
home page of our website under
“About” at the top of the page. If you
are wondering how to contact a
board member, or you have a 
question and you do not know who
it should be directed to, please use
the “Contact” button at the top of the
home page and fill in the form.  Our
webmaster will forward your ques-
tion or inquiry to the appropriate
board member.  You can also leave
a message on our voice mail 
system which will also be forwarded
to the appropriate person for a 
timely response.

Website: www.gpawisconsin.org
Voice Mail: 414-299-9473

◊ Time & Talent Form
Enclosed in this newsletter is a Time
and Talent form.  Last summer
when we held our Town Hall
Meetings it became apparent that
we needed a way to tap into all the
resources we have - specifically, our
people resources.  Its clear that
GPA-WI’s adopters and supporters
are a dedicated, educated, skilled
and caring group of folks.  In order
to propel GPA forward, we need
everyone’s participation. We ask
you to fill out the enclosed Time and
Talent Form. Return it in an envelope
to our post office box listed on the
form. With your help we can use
everyone’s brilliance to benefit 
ex-racing greyhounds.  Thank you
in advance for your cooperation.
Note: We’ll be contacting you data-
base managers to help us input and
catalogue the information once the
forms are received! <wink> Please
submit your form by May 1st, 2009.

◊ New HAWS Partnership
Recently, GPA-WI formed a partner-
ship with Humane Animal Welfare
Society (HAWS) in Waukesha.  The
HAWS facility is located on the
same street as the Waukesha Expo
Center, where our Gala is held.

The HAWS Development
Coordinator, Jennifer, has a grey-
hound she adopted through
Greyhounds Only.  Her love of the
breed and desire to help, along with
that of her staff, sparked an interest
in working with GPA-WI to house
two of our available greyhounds at
their facility.  The idea is this all
breed shelter will be a way to
expose additional people to grey-
hounds and perhaps spark interest
in considering a greyhound for their

home.  HAWS has a directive of
wanting to help dogs locally, and
creating collaborative efforts with
other breed rescues and adoption
groups.  GPA-WI was thrilled to be
asked to participate!

Two of our adoptable greyhounds
will be boarded at the HAWS facility
and cared for by their staff.  Our
regular adoption process will still be
in effect, but basically our dogs will
be doing Meet and Greets on a 
daily basis with people who enter
the shelter.  The staff is well versed
in caring for greyhounds, and the
dogs get extra socialization in that
environment.  We anticipate these
dogs will rotate frequently and be
adopted rapidly, so check our 
website or the HAWS website to
find out who the latest transfers are.
www.gpawisconsin.org 

or www.hawspets.org 

We predict this to be a hugely 
successful endeavor!

◊ Financial Update & Thank You!
Since the last newsletter, which
highlighted ways to help raise funds
and the effect of a slipping econo-
my, our treasurer states that some
additional funds have been received
via donations, events like the
Kenosha Wine Tasting and
PetSmart Santa Claws program.
We also received a number of
memorials in honor of Wayne “Jerry”
Hull, a friend of GPA-WI who recently
passed away.

Thank you to everyone who partici-
pated in these events, sent in dona-
tions or honored Jerry with your
memorial to GPA-Wisconsin.  With
your help, our mission continues...

Many of you know about the
hound named Tattoo.  We were
first introduced to him on the day
of the Gala 2008.  Tattoo had
developed an odd set of symp-
toms at the track and needed an
adoption group to take him to get
the medical help he needed.
GPA-WI stepped up...

Tattoo was admitted to the UW-
Vet School and went through an
extensive series of tests.  His ini-
tial diagnosis was resistant e.coli
infection.  When he was finally
well enough to be released, he
went to a foster home to recover.
Though treatment was adminis-
tered, Tattoo still seemed to be
struggling and over the next few
months would take one step 
forward and three steps back-
ward, it seemed.  We realized we
needed to search for more help.

Dr. Guillermo Couto, a research
veterinarian at Ohio State
University who specializes in

greyhound
medicine 
was contact-
ed to look at
Tattoo’s case.
After trying to
help from afar, it was decided
that Dr. Couto needed to see
Tattoo in person. Tattoo’s foster
parents, Amanda and Steve Smith
offered to take him to Ohio.

They spent 3 days at OSU, which
they tell me was a life changing
event.  Dr. Couto and his staff
were so compassionate, so caring
and so committed to helping
Tattoo. They were able to use
some new equipment and diag-
nosed Tattoo with endocarditis, a
disease which is often found too
late.  Tattoo will undergo treatment
for his infection in the next 3 months,
with hope for a full recovery.  To
date, Tattoo has gained about 8
pounds, and continues to make
slow forward progress. This hound
is a real fighter - all heart & soul.

♥  Heart & Soul;  Update on Tattoo



These Economic Times

Everyone knows these are hard
economic times. People have been
laid off from work or have lost their
jobs, bills are higher, and income
lower.  Its tough out there.  We hope
that your family is not experiencing
any hardship and they are happy,
healthy and safe this holiday season
and in the coming New Year.

But like the rest of the country, GPA-

Wisconsin is tentative about the
future, too. In 2008, our expenses
exceeded our revenue by thousands
of dollars.  What does that mean
exactly?  It means we’re operating
in the red at a rate we probably 
(continued on Page 2)

COVER
DOGS
These two
beautiful
hounds are
Luke and Lilly
Smith.  They
live happily in
the Madison
area with their
owners Steve
and Amanda, 
a few feline
housemates
and whatever
foster dog they
are helping
learn the ropes
of home life.  Thank you to Amanda and Steve for being the winning 
bidders on the Cover Dog Silent Auction item at this year’s Gala!
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What’s Inside:
• Finding Extra Money
• Paul Newman to the Rescue
• Wine Tasting Event
• Adoptions & Memorials

Thank you to everyone who 
participated in the 14th Annual Gala
Greyhound Gathering.  A lot of
buzz was heard about this year’s
event, and despite having to use
the side entrance at the last minute
due to a water main break, it
seems everyone found their way
inside for a day of fun and fundrais-
ing!  With the economy the way it
is, we were braced for a Gala that
perhaps would not be as profitable
as previous years. I’m happy to
report we kept in stride with the
money raised in 2007 and even
beat it by a little bit (about $400!),
so that is fantastic!  We could not
have done that without you. In
addition, about a dozen dogs found
new homes as a result of the Gala
Adoption Booth and GPA Retail had
a record day. Some of our “green”
items were a huge hit!   Games
and Radar Run were fun for all,
and our vendors were pleased with
their results too.  I’m not sure we
can tell you all how much we
appreciate your support. It allows
us to do what we do -- find loving
homes for ex-racing greyhounds.
On behalf of those dogs who are
served by GPA-Wisconsin and its
volunteers - Thank You!

CUSTOM
GREYHOUND

COATS

Luke & Lilly

In Memory, October - December 2008
These beloved greyhounds have recently
passed over. We’d like to honor them by pub-
lishing their names in our newsletter. Please
let us know if there is a hound who  should be
remembered. We hope the list is always short.

We encourage friends and relatives to
consider a donation  to GPA or the Blue Fund
in their hound’s memory. Memorials are greatly
appreciated and will be   acknowledged with
a note to the family.

Baby Micky
Zed Baux-Jeske

RJ Beilke
Alex Coburn-Ralston
Thunder Dombrowski

Geneva Fraker

Dahlia Hauschild
Omar Jeske
Goose Knoll

BD Perry
Judy Rupprecht

GPA-Wisconsin Facts for 2008
124 Hounds Adopted (so far), 15 were Seniors

27 Injured or Medical Needs Dogs came into program
Vet Care Costs approx $60,000, Boarding $20,000

Adoption Supplies $10,000 / Total Expenses $110,000+
Revenue approx $90,000 ($22,000 Net from Gala)



Paul Newman
Saves the Day! 
by Katie Traxel

In the early days 
of GPA-Wisconsin the kennel was
located at Dr. Becky McCracken’s
home in Racine.  Money was tight
and the group barely had enough
cash to pay the bills.  One cold 
wintry day, the furnace went out in
the kennel, and there was no heat.
Even worse, there was no money
for a new furnace!  One of GPA’s

adopters and supporters was
Marcia Myers who happened
to work for the Newman/Haas
Racing team. She had gotten
some memorabilia and racing items
donated in the past, so she contact-
ed Mr. Newman and asked if he’d
consider making a donation to the
cost of a new furnace (about
$1500).  Within a few days, GPA-WI
received a check for $2,000, signed
by Mr. Newman himself! The group
was so excited they made a photo
copy of the check (which is illegal!)

just to keep a copy of the generous
gift.  When Marcia called Newman
to thank him, he asked (with a smile
in his voice) if we had at least
bought some beer for ourselves
with the extra funds! (no, it all went to
the hounds!)

Though Mr. Newman passed away
earlier this year, his legacy of gen-
erosity and love of animals lives on.

$ $ $ $ $
OUR VOLUNTEERS:  BRILLIANT! 

We're always amazed at the clever
ideas our volunteers come up with
to raise money for us.  Here are a
just a few ways friends of GPA have 
made money for us in the past year: 
• Dog sitting for friends and 

suggesting they make a 
donation to GPA in appreciation. 

• A garage sale with proceeds going
to GPA. 

• Taking baked goodies into the
office and asking co-workers for a

donation to GPA. 
• Asking birthday or anniver-

sary party guests to make a
donation to GPA instead of
bringing gifts. 

• Making crafts, selling them,
and sending the proceeds 
to GPA.

Thanks to all of 
you for using your 
creativity to benefit 
the hounds. 
Hopefully this will inspire 
more great ideas in 2009!
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Greyhound’s Name/Family’s Name

George Cole
Evie Holden
Roo Kosinski
Duke Enos
Cupid Bilicki
JR Wheatley
Carley (Harley) Pinkerton Durand
Adin Doehr
Ripka Peckus
New Year Stahmer
Cara Jensen
Doris Reilly

Sage Coburn Ralston
Tony Reimer
Henry Ford
Carly Dries
Maria Schmirler
Tory Bucholtz

Pass the Dip - these 
families have chipped!

Max (Macademia) Doehr
Turbo Engels-Herbert
Guinness (George) Fisher
Brooke Harrison

Walker Henninger
Bo Herndon
Zoe (Penny) Ingebrigtsen
Puffin Jeske
Lenna Knoll
TBird Miller
Del Paulus
Boone Peitrzak
Cutter Randall
Tootsie Serafin

Couch Potatoes With New Homes  •  October - December 2008

DIP

If we have somehow overlooked a dog 
who should be listed in the adopted section, 
we apologize.  Please let us know so we can

include the name in our next issue.

Increasing Your Donation
To GPA-Wisconsin

by Kay Manion

Looking for a way to make your
donation dollars go further? Many
companies will donate to a non-
profit organization of your choice
through a Matching Gift Program.
Before donating to GPA-Wisconsin,
check with your human resource
department to learn if your employer
will match your contribution. Most
companies match your donation,
while a few triple the value of 
donations. In addition, you can
claim the donation as a charitable
gift and save on income tax. It’s
easy to make your contribution work
double time!

How to participate: 
Ask your employer if they participate
in a Matching Gift Program. Obtain
your company's Matching Gift Form
from Human Resources (HR)
department. Complete the donor
section of the form and mail it along
with your donation. Make checks
payable to ‘GPA - Wisconsin':

GPA – Wisconsin, PO Box 2115
Madison, Wisconsin 53701-2115

GPA – Wisconsin will do rest of the
processing.  If approved, the 
company will match your generous
donation and will send a check to
GPA – Wisconsin. Add to this list
and make your contribution multiply!
We have received matching gift
contributions from Kraft Foods and
Grainger. If your employer provides
matching donations, please let us
know so we can add them to this
list. Many companies will match 
personal gifts such as cash, stocks,
marketable securities and even the
value of your volunteer time. This is
an easy way to double or even triple
your donation and make your 
dollars go further to help more 
greyhounds in need. Talk to your 
co-workers, friends and family about
how they can give to GPA -
Wisconsin and help our hounds.
GPA - Wisconsin welcomes and
appreciates donations of any
amount. We accept donations
through personal checks, money
orders, credit cards and PayPal.
Upon receiving your gift, we will mail
you a tax deductible receipt. If you
would like your donation made in
honor of someone or a special dog
in your life, or be earmarked toward
a certain area, please let us know.

$ $ $ $ $
FREE MONEY FOR GPA-WI

How a Mouse Can Help Hounds! 
by Muriel Cunningham

If you use your computer to
search for information or shop
online, there are easy ways to
raise funds for GPA-WI with just
a click of your mouse. 

Good Search 
Good Search is a web browser that
donates one cent to your cause
every time you do a search.  To sign
up, please do the following: 
Log on to www.goodsearch.com 
In the "Who do you goodsearch
for?" area, enter "Greyhound Pets
of America-Wisconsin" Click "verify"
Now you are all set to begin search-
ing and earning money for GPA! 

iGive.com 
Igive.com is an online shopping mall
with over 500 well-known stores.
Each business donates a certain
percentage to your cause when you
shop through the igive website.  I've
been enrolled in this for over 6
years, and it's a great way to make
money for GPA.  Many of the ven-
dors also have free shipping. As an
example, here is what I bought in
the last month:

Vendor Item Cost GPA Amount

Buy.com Computer $38.24 $0.46 
Equipment 

Buy.com Computer $74.99 $0.90
Equipment 

Drugstore.com Household $26.82  $1.07
Supplies 

Natl Pet 
Pharmacy Pet Supplies $25.16  $1.21 

Barnes& Noble Books $58.10 $1.85 

Total Amount for GPA $5.49 

For those of you who are already
using these tools, THANK YOU! In
2008 GPA-WI received $242 from
these two internet partners.  There
are over 1000 people on our mailing
list, and only 32 people are partici-
pating in Igive. Let's see if we can
make these numbers grow in 2009!
To enroll, log on to www.igive.com
and follow the directions for 
subscribing.

Fundraising Benefit for
Greyhound Pets of America-Wisconsi

Sunday February 15, 2009

3:00 to 5:00 pm

Pleasant Prairie Beach House

Join wine expert
Karl Frederick as he walks us
through Wines of Wisconsin.

Advance tickets only,
$35 per person.

Includes tasting, food, hand-painted
wine glass, and door prizes.

Tickets available at
Dunn Bros. Coffee

6430 Green Bay Rd in Kenosha
or email mcunningham@wi.rr.com

Hard Economic Times - from Page One -

cannot sustain for a long period of
time. To make ends meet, we’ve
had to dip into our reserve funds.
This means we need to think of
ways to cut our expenses and
increase our revenue.  A couple of
our volunteers have put together
some information pertaining to just
that subject for this issue of the
newsletter.  We hope you’ll find the
information useful.

Winter Wine Tasting
Fundraising Benefit for

Greyhound Pets of America-Wisconsin



The Nuts 
& Bolts

This summer, we held Town Hall
Meetings in 5 locations across the state
to give you an opportunity to provide
feedback and promote your ideas.  We
had a good turn out at most meetings,
and we discussed a lot of interesting top-
ics. Such as, how to improve 
communication and increase adoptions
as we move forward in the months
ahead.  Minutes from those meetings,
along with a list of the Board of Directors
and a Time and Talents Survey will be
forthcoming after the Gala in a separate mailing.
Please read through those materials carefully 
and return the survey so that we can put all our
resources together to help more greyhounds find
loving homes.  Thank you in advance for your 
participation.
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Greyhound Pets of America-
Wisconsin, a non-profit organization
dedicated to placing ex-racing grey-
hounds in loving homes as pets.  It is
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and includes many contributors and
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Please direct any correspondence, 
address changes or donations to:

GPA-Wisconsin
Post Office Box 2115
Madison, WI 53701-2115

Thank you to Paulus Printing for 
donating the printing of this newsletter.  
To reach Paulus Printing call 262-284-4934.

The Gala is Coming!

The 14th Annual Gala Greyhound
Gathering will again be held at the
Waukesha County Expo Center
Arena.  Hundreds of greyhounds and
greyhound lovers will descend upon
the arena to support Greyhound
Pets of America-Wisconsin by pur-
chasing raffle tickets, buying GPA
apparel and supporting our vendors.
A listing of some of the activities we
have scheduled for the day is on the
inside of this newsletter.  Times on
this list are subject to change, so be
sure to grab a schedule of events at
the registration table on the day of
the Gala. This schedule will give final
times and locations within the arena.

Every year, we are excited about the
event, and 2008 is no different! We
have a lot of fun planned for the day 
and we look forward to seeing all of
you there.  Meet up with old friends,
give your adoption rep an update on
how your hound is doing, introduce

yourself to the people you only know
by their forum names and most of all,
shop, SHOP, SHOP!... and have fun!

As in years past, all well-mannered
greyhounds and non-greyhound
canine siblings are welcome at the
event, however, please remember
that not all greyhounds are familiar
with small dogs, other breeds of
dogs or children. It is your responsi-
bility to handle your greyhound or
other dog appropriately to make this
a safe and fun event for everyone.  

Please use caution during dog 
interaction. Keep your dog on leash
and under your control at all times.
Also please be responsible and pick
up after your dog, or if your pet has
an accident in the Expo Center, see
one of our grounds crew or board
members (blue shirts) to help get
things cleaned up.  Thank you and
have a fun time at the Gala!

DIRECTIONS TO THE GALA:

From I-94, exit Hwy J South

(exit 294) in Waukesha.  South

on J to Northview Road, then

west (right) to the Expo Center

Arena (the big dome).

What’s Inside:

• Everything Gala!
Schedule, Vendor List, 
Tips & Tricks, Where to Stay

• Adoptions

• Nuts & Bolts

• Memorials

Announcing our logo contest 
winner (drum roll please!)....

Jennife r Landers

Thank you, Jennifer, for submitting
the winning logo!  Jen’s winning
design will be featured on our Gala
t-shirts and other printed items.
There were quite a few great entries
this year — thanks to everyone who
submitted.  We hope to see another
set of dynamic designs in 2009!  

Now...Let’s Make Tracks to the Gala!

Saturday, October 11, 2008 

Waukesha County Expo Center •  10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

In Memory, July 2008 - October 2008

Rex Ackerman

Kelsey Bilicki

Tucson Christman

Smokey Cianciolo

BeeGee Den Boer

Toby Doehr

Sam Forseth

Jay Genzel

Elli Hanson

Cabo Kaletka

Safari Krivichi

Rita Lynch

Austin Noe

Judd Powers

Page Ryan

These beloved greyhounds have recently passed over. We’d like to honor them
by publishing their names in our newsletter. Please let us know if there is a
hound who should be remembered. We hope the list is always short.

We encourage friends and relatives to consider a donation to GPA or the Blue
Fund in their hound’s memory. Memorials are greatly appreciated and will be
acknowledged with a note to the family.

                                                       



Greyhound’s Name/Family’s Name

Odie (Tommy) Jobke

Jaxon (Darren) Gulbrand

Bella (Penny) Hanson

Red Sokolowski

Summer Brudnak

Cassie Retzinger

Manny Gollhardt

Mel Genzel

Chloe (Greta) Green

Chance Stuiber

Tami Michel

Lager LaHann

Sawyer Currier

Primer Miller

Mia Hickman

Ty Schelitzche

Gobi Serafin

Cervelo (Rapido) Ekberg

Fletch Nelson

Roxie Gangaway

Erin Henninger

Tucker (Quick Trip) Senica

Miami Ryerson

Brocc (Mod Squad) Papenfuhs

Ivy Morris

Jaime (Ray) Hangen

Pass the Dip!
(these families have chipped!)

Sophie Bergen
Wanda Doers
Sammy Fortkamp

Boxer Genzel
Hannah Helt
BeBop Heise
Bear Reak
Miriam Schmoller
MoJo (Eli) Swarok

BLESSING OF THE HOUNDS
11:00 a.m. 

GROUP ROO 
immediately following the blessing

BAG RAFFLES
12:00, 2:00 & 3:45 p.m.

Buy your tickets and drop them in the
bags in front of the gift pack you’d like

to win. We have fantastic items this
year, including themed gift baskets,

greyt jewelry and very cool dog items!
You’ll want to buy a ton of tickets

FASHION SHOW at 12:45 p.m.
Come see our available hounds and

trend setting adopters in the new fash-
ions available at GPA Retail.

LIVE AUCTION at 1:00 p.m.
Some of our most interesting and 
valuable items are up for grabs.  

Be the highest bidder and be the envy
of other Gala-goers.  

SILENT AUCTION
Closes at 3:00 p.m.

Keep your eye on these prizes and be
sure to out-bid your competition!  
We have jewelry, sports items, 

collectible dolls, artwork & more...

BIG CASH RAFFLE - 3:30 p.m.
It’s not too late to purchase those raffle
tickets!  If you received your tickets in
the mail, but didn’t send them back,

bring the stubs and payment with you to
the Gala!  Or purchase more tickets

once you get there!  Ticket booth will be
open up until the time of the drawing.

NAIL TRIMMING
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Nail trim cost is $10.

GREYHOUND GAMES 
& COSTUME CONTEST

Games throughout the day
Costume Contest @ 2:30 p.m.

Does your greyhound like to dress up?
Enter your pup in the Costume Contest!
There are sure to be some little angels
and devils in the crowd! Other contests
include: Longest Tail, Tallest/Shortest GH,

Godzilla Game, & Oldest Greyhound!   

ADOPTION BOOTH
Have you been scouting the web site
for a new family member?  Adding a
second greyhound can happen in the
blink of an eye if you fall in love with
one of our available hounds.  Dogs

available for adoption are noted by their
gold bandannas!

BLUE FUND BOOTH
Get a beautiful fall or holiday 
bandanna for your hound.  All 

proceeds go toward our injured or spe-
cial medical needs hounds. 

CANINE MASSAGE THERAPY
Does your dog need a little relaxation
during all the Gala hub-bub?  Treat

them to a 5, 10 or 15 minute massage.
They’re sure to will love it!

PET PHOTOGRAPHY
Have you always wanted a professional
looking photo of your greyhound?  Now
is your chance!  Whether its Classic &

Pristine or even a Glamour Queen, your
hounds photo is sure to turn out spe-
cial.  Buy a voucher at the raffle ticket
booth and sign up for a time slot to put

your pup in print!
Photo packages start at $35.

CLOCK YOUR DOG RADAR RUN
See how fast your hound is with an offi-

cial radar reading!
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Bad Dog Frida
Bark and Scratch Outpost
Blue Fund Bandanas
ClayGreys
Clean/Break Cast Covers
Dogs & Their People 
GPA-WI Retail
Garden Greyhounds
Greyhound Fashions
Grey Oaks Photography
GreytKards by Kari
Kathleen Folz Canine Massage
Teaching Dogs LLC
Mary Koenig Martingale Collars
Midwest GH Adoption
Petlicious Pet Bakery
Retired Greyhound Athletes
Rock Your Pets
Sharon Couzin Coats
Voyagers GH Apparel

**Please support these vendors 
who support GPA-Wisconsin!**

• GPA RETAIL •
GPA Retail has really outdone
themselves this year.  Our 
merchandise is truly awesome!
New this year is our “Greyhounds
Go Green” section. Here you 
can buy environmentally friendly 
products and support your favorite
adoption group at the same time!

• Gala Logo Tees

• Organic and Ladies Tees

• Foster Mom/Dad Tees

• Greyhound Volunteer Tees

• Hoodie Pullover Sweatshirts

• Zip front hooded sweatshirt

• Childrens Tees

• Visors 

• 2Hounds Martingale Collars

• GPA-WI Logo Golf Balls

• Screaming Monkeys

• Calendars

• Travel Mugs

• Pint Brewery Glasses

• Reusable Water Bottles

• Reusable Shopping Bags

• Greyhound Notecards

• Premier collars

• Car Magnets

• Zipper Pulls

• And much more....

*We accept credit cards!

GA L A  G R E Y H O U N D  GAT H E R I N G
Saturday, Oct. 11, 2008 • 10 a.m - 4 p.m.

•  •  L ist of Events & Activ it ies  •  •
Admission is free so you can spend money on fun stuff! 

Times & activities subject to change without notice.

Gala Tips & Tricks
Don’t forget to bring your address
labels for the gigantic bag raffle,

that way you won’t have to fill out
all those ticket stubs!

Planning to stay the whole day?
That can be a long time for a 

greyhound (you know how 
much they generally nap!).  We
suggest bringing a blanket and
water or treats so your hound 
can take a break if needed.

ATM machine is on site and
we accept VISA/MASTERCARD.
Now you have no excuse to be 

frugal!  Shop till you drop!
Remember, on all auction items -

bid early, bid high, bid often.  

Let’s make it a buying frenzy! 

After all, it’s for the dogs!

Would you like to help out at this

year’s Gala?  Help with set up or 

clean up?  Work in a booth?  We could

still use a few more helpers on the day

of the Gala to make sure all the shifts

are covered.  If you think you might be

able to work a one hour shift, please

call Ellen Paulus at 262-284-4934 or 

email: pauprint@sbcglobal.net

2008 VENDOR LIST ACCOMMODATIONS
With some folks traveling quite a
distance to come to the Gala, we
thought we’d offer some information
on where you can stay overnight
with your hound. Relax, stay the
whole day and enjoy the full Gala
event without rushing home!  Or
come the night before, and get a
head start on Saturday by getting
there early!

Several families are staying at:

LAQUINTA in Brookfield on Friday
and Saturday night.  Phone number
for LaQuinta is  262-782-9100.

Please check the Gala section of the
forum for information on an informal
social gathering on Friday night.

http://www.gpawisconsin.org/forum/php
BB2/viewtopic.php?t=5332

Couch Potatoes With New Homes   •   July - October 2008

CHEESE
DIP

Microchipping Returns!
Making a return appearance 

at this year’s Gala is 
a microchipping booth. 

Located in the back dock area
near nail trims, Animal Rescue 

and Veterinary Support Services
(ARVSS) will be coordinating 

this service. Cost is $20.

                            



The 14th Annual Gala Greyhound
Gathering will be on October 11,
2008. Each year, GPA-Wisconsin
hosts a logo contest to come up with
the design for that year's Gala. The
logo serves as our artwork for the
year and is used for promotional
items and other retail merchandise
such as t-shirts which are sold at the
Gala. You can participate in the logo
contest and show off your artistic
abilities by submitting your logo
design for our contest. 

Designs must include, but are not
limited to, the following elements: 
1) GPA-Wisconsin or Greyhound

Pets of America-Wisconsin 

2) 14th Annual Gala Greyhound
Gathering 

3) www.gpawisconsin.org 
4) October 11th, 2008 

Other elements are left up to the
artist. The design must be suitable
for printing on Gala merchandise. It
can be a front or back logo and can
be submitted as a 1, 2 or 3 color
entry. If you have questions 
specifically about design formats or
programs to use when designing
your logo (.eps, .tif, jpeg, .pdf),
please contact Ellen Paulus at: 
pauprint@scbglobal.net 
Digital files, or hand/line drawings
are welcome. 

Please submit your entry no later
than August 1st, 2008 to Cindy
Dombrowski or Sheryl Clouse  at:
cindy.dombrowski@gmail.com
saclouse@charter.net OR snail mail
to Sheryl Clouse 
525 August Hills Drive 
La Crescent, MN 55947  

Winner will receive a free t-shirt,
mention in the newsletter and GPA-
Wisconsin’s undying gratitude!

Now is also a greyt time to start 
collecting Gala donations.

Please ask your friends, family and 
business associates to support 
GPA-WI by making a donation!

Gala Logo Contest - Calling all creative members! We need your help!
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In Memory, March 2008 - July 2008

Nancy J. Schaff

W226 S5720 Woodside Ct.  •  Waukesha, WI 53189
262/548-3979  •  262/548-3982 (Fax)

Email: njschaff@wi.rr.com
www.dogsandtheirpeople.com  •  www.dogcoats.com

These beloved greyhounds have recently passed over.
We’d like to honor them by publishing their names in our
newsletter. Please let us know if there is a hound who
should be remembered. We hope the list is always short.

We encourage friends and relatives to consider a
donation to GPA or the Blue Fund in their hound’s 
memory. Memorials are greatly appreciated and will be
acknowledged with a note to the family.

CUSTOMGREYHOUNDCOATS

Do you have a product or service you’d like to promote? Would you
like to place a Happy Ad for your hound’s birthday? Ad space is sold
on a first come, first serve basis.  Ads are $25 for business card size
and help defray the cost of mailing. Please contact the editor!

Augustus

Cohen Allen

Atlas Blotz

King Crouse

Smokey Engels

Fawn Gar Baby

Duke Garn

Charlie Genzel

Ricky Griffin

Taze Guldbrand

Jet Humpal

Pete Meek

Punkin Morton

Holly Oby

Bumpy Powers

Brenda Traxel

Canary Turpin

Ella Weyenberg

What’s New?
Well, a lot actually.  GPA-Wisconsin
has been in existence since 1989
and over the course of those years,
we’ve placed a good number of
dogs, seen volunteers come and go,
and grown to be a pretty large force
in the Midwest for promoting grey-
hound adoption.  But the group is
also on the cusp of doing more.  How
do we plan to accomplish that?  With
your help, of course! 

This year, we’re instituting a new
way for you to provide input and get
involved. Town Hall Meetings will be
held in 5 areas of our state in the
next month. This will provide an

opportunity for you to listen, learn
about how GPA operates and give
your feedback or suggestions of how
we can make our group bigger, bet-
ter and stronger as we continue to
grow and change.  We’ve done a lot
of new events this year, and there is
an excitement in the air among the 
volunteers.  This is your organization.
If you are passionate about your
greyhound and want to help, we 
welcome your participation!  

Please consult the listings for the
Town Hall Meeting nearest your
area.  This information is also on our
Events Calendar on the home page
of the website and forum Events
page. For more information or

details, email Ellen Paulus at:
pauprint@sbcglobal.net  

Hope to see you there!

Town Hall Meetings:
• LaCrosse, July 13th

1pm, Morgan’s Greyhound Park

• Madison, August 3rd
1pm, Coliseum Bar, 232 Olin Ave.

• Central Wisconsin, Aug. 10th
1 pm, Jen L.’s House, Plover
Call or email for directions

• Milwaukee Area, Aug. 17th
1pm, Bark & Scratch Outpost
5835 W. Bluemound Rd. Milwaukee

• Kenosha/Racine, Aug. 24th
2 pm, Dunn Bros. Coffee
6430 Green Bay Rd. Kenosha
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Greyhound’s Name/Family’s Name

Juno (Kim) Arthur
Libby Beringer
Gracie Crouse
Fran Droste
Ty Engberts
Mariah Graves
Driven Heft
Stan Heindel
Pirate Pete (Happy) Imikowski
Shata (Belle) Ingebrigtsen
Clark (Cart) Johnson
Cairo (Jenny) Kasprzak
Rachel King
Dave Kozeneski
Scotty Lange

Adin Naiman
Zorah (Stefi) Neuville
Midnight Oby
Millie Pallo
Brocc (ModSquad) Papenfuhs
Cruze Rasmussen
Cece Reak
Dash Swigert
Maia (Heidi) Timmerman
Thumper Toslek
Lucy (Denise) Wedel
Teddy Weiss

Pass the Dip - these 
families have chipped!

Glen Estabrook
Abby Gookin
Dancer Hayes
Madison (Rosemary) Hemenway
Milly Hemenway
Addison (Sheridan) Johnson
Denver Laughlin
PeeWee (Abbie) Manion
Chazz Meiners
Runner Smith
Leine (Lenny) TenHoven
Trey Turpin
Jessie Williams

Couch Potatoes With New Homes
March 2008 - June 2008

DIP

If we have somehow overlooked a dog who should be listed in the adopted section, we apologize.  
Please let us know so we can include the name in our next issue.

Ask Kyra...
Dear Friend Kyra,
Perhaps you can help me out of a
dilemma I am facing?  Mom and dad
took me to Petsmart for my birthday
earlier this year and dropped a load of
money on treats for me... including
some dehydrated duck and sweet
potato chips. It was a pretty big bag
and I overheard mom saying they
were a lot of dough. (Whatever that
is.)

My plight is that I find them dry, dull
and unpalatable. I have tried to
express this by merely dropping them
on the floor, if I take them at all. Mom
actually yelled at me to "EAT THE
DARN TREAT" the other day. I don't
want that crummy thing! Also, there
are still so many of them left, I might
be stuck for a long time!

I would really just like a greenie -
including every single time I go out-
side for potty - I feel I have earned it.
So what if they will make me sick if I 

eat too many?  Its what I want.  What
do you think I should do? 

Thank you in advance,

Sir Simon
Sir Simon,
Well, its easy for a hound or human to
get into a rut with food.  My mom
scarfed a whole box of something
called Ho-Hos last week and she
wanted nothing else!  Sometimes food
cravings are driven by a body trying to
get something it lacks—like craving
salt when you need sodium. Hounds
sometimes eat grass to supplement
their diets or to calm their stomachs.
(My mom HATES it when I eat grass).
Other times, its just a food rut.  A
healthy hound diet consists of a well
balanced food, which high quality kib-
bles generally provide.  But we all love
the occasional treat don’t we?  

I bet dehydrated duck and sweet pota-
to chips are yummy!  Maybe if she
partially reconstituted them, by soak-
ing them in water or even some
yummy chicken or beef broth, they
would be tastier!  Water brings out the
scent (which is often lost in dehydrat-

ed foods) as well as the tastes.  If that
doesn’t work, it could be, Sir Simon,
that you are indeed so well fed and
spoiled that you are holding out for
other foods.

There is one more option...Maybe
you just do not like them at all.
Hounds, like humans, have taste
preferences and a well fed hound
may turn up his muzzle at something
he would prefer not to eat.  If this is
true, ask your mom to find your local
adoption coordinator and send the
treats to the kennel where hounds
are waiting for forever homes.  Those
hounds could certainly use a little
extra treat while waiting to find fami-
lies of their own.

Good luck Simon. Try the reconstitu-
tion thing. I bet with your handsome
snout you are a sniffer!

Affectionately,

Kyra
If you have a question for Kyra, please send
your letter to:  Kyra Clouse, 525 August Hills
Drive, LaCrescent, MN 55947 
or email to:  AskKyra@gmail.com

There are exciting and fun things going
on with GPA-Wisconsin, and our
adopters and supporters make it 
happen!  Here are some highlights of
recent events that our hard working
volunteers participated in, and the 
gorgeous hounds who helped promote
greyhound adoption.

Lake Walk for Cancer

For the second year in a row, more
than a dozen hounds and people 
participated in the Lake Walk for
Cancer in Oconomowoc on May 3rd.
GPA-Wisconsin’s Team raised more
than $1,000 for cancer research.  Plus,
all those hounds made a greyt 
impression on the rest of the crowd!

Kennel Clean Up Day

Once a year, GPA-WI volunteers team
up with Greyhounds Only volunteers to

spend the day cleaning and re-organ-
izing Emerald Kennel.  This year, 
kennel clean up was on May 31st.  By
taking on this big job, we show our
appreciation to kennel owner, Huns
Steffen. The dogs love spending the
day with volunteers, being pampered
with nail trims and baths. Then they
rest comfortably in their freshly
washed crates.

Appleton Flag Day Parade

On June 14th, 20 hounds and their
people converged on the fine city of
Appleton to show our patriotism and
walk in the Flag Day Parade. This
parade is televised and may become
part of a National documentary.
Dressed in their best red, white and
blue, our volunteers and greyhounds
were one of the parade’s highlights!

4th of July in Wauwatosa

A group of Milwaukee volunteers 
gathered to walk in the Wauwatosa 4th
of July Parade, wearing their American
pride and carrying a banner to promote
greyhound adoption.

Greyhounds in the Art Scene!
Zoey (pictured) and Penny with their
person Linda, along with Simon and

his people
S u s a n ,
Andre and
E t i e n n e
a t t e n d e d
the opening
of the 1st
A n n u a l
Bow Wow

Art Show at South Shore Gallery &
Framing in Milwaukee on June 20.
Photos of Zoey,
Penny, Simon,
and Gracie (Matt
and Lisa's hound),
are on display at
the gallery for
two weeks. Photos
byDeb Generotzky.

Kenosha
Harbor Walk
Greyhound owners gathered at the
lakefront to take a stroll near
Kenosha’s beautiful harbor and park
market on July 5th - all while promoting
their beautiful hounds.

We are so proud of the work
our volunteers do to inform the 
public about how wonderful
greyhounds are as pets.  To find
additional GPA-Wisconsin
events, go to our home page
and forum Events Calendars.

GPA-Wisconsin Hounds Around Town!

                             



Annual Madison 
Area Heartworm
Testing Clinic

Heartworm disease is one of the
most preventable illnesses our dogs
can contract.  It is spread via the
mosquito and without prevention can
result in adult worms that mature and
migrate to the heart where they
cause a wide variety of complica-
tions, including death.  GPA-WI rec-
ommends that you have your pet
tested for Heartworm disease once
per year in the spring and use a
monthly heartworm preventative.

As a courtesy to GPA-WI adopters, a
Madison area veterinarian has
offered to host a Heartworm Clinic.
Due to popular demand, The Healthy
Pet Veterinary Clinic will continue to
host the clinic this year!  The clinic is
scheduled for April 19th 2008 from
1pm through 4pm.  Walk-ins only,
please.  This visit should not replace
an annual visit to your regular veteri-
narian for a full health check-up.  Re-
vaccination is also being offered but
please remember to bring your pet’s
vaccine history for the veterinarian to
review.  

Costs are as follows:

Heartworm Test - $30 (4-way test:
heartworm, Ehrlichia, Lyme disease
and Anaplasma phagocytophilum)
Rabies, Distemper or Bordetella
Vaccines - $15
Lyme Vaccine - $20

Special pricing on Heartgard,
Interceptor, Frontline, Advantix and
Vectra 3-D

What: Heartworm Clinic
Date: April 19, 2008
Time: 1 to 4 pm
Healthy Pet Veterinary Clinic
1440 E Washington Ave
Madison, WI  
608-294-9494

Other Upcoming Events

WBAY Pet Expo
When: March 28, 29, 30
Where: Shopko Hall, Green Bay
Shopko Hall is located on the corner of
Oneida Street and Lombardi Avenue,
across from Lambeau Field. Contact Bill
Krouse at 920-434-5193 for more infor-
mation.  Exhibiting dogs only please.

Greyhounds Walk for Cancer
When: Saturday, May 3rd
Where: Fowler Park, Oconomowoc
GPA will have a team.  All money raised
goes to cancer research.  Please con-
tact Tonia Powers for more information
at 262-253-1300.

14th Annual Gala Greyhound
Gathering - October 11, 2008. GPA-
Wisconsin’s biggest fundraiser! 
Write down the date, details to follow!

• Couch Potato Press • March 2008 •

A Publication of Greyhound Pets 
of America-Wisconsin
www.gpawisconsin.org
Voice Mail: 414.299-9473

March 2008

COUCH
POTATO
PRESS

1STCLASS PRSRT
USPOSTAGE

PAID
GRAFTON, WI
PERMITNO. 11

GPA-Wisconsin
Post Office Box 2115
Madison,WI   53701-2115

Couch Potato Press
is a quarterly publication of Greyhound Pets of  America-Wisconsin, 
a non-profit organization dedicated to placing ex-racing greyhounds 
in loving homes as pets.  It is designed and edited by Ellen Paulus,
and includes many contributors and volunteers.  Please direct any 
correspondence, address changes or donations to:

GPA-Wisconsin
Post Office Box 2115
Madison, WI 53701-2115

Thank you to Paulus Printing for donating the printing of this newsletter.  
To reach Paulus Printing call 262-284-4934 or email pauprint@sbcglobal.net

In Memory, December 2007-March 2008

Nancy J. Schaff

W226 S5720 Woodside Ct.  •  Waukesha, WI 53189
262/548-3979  •  262/548-3982 (Fax)

Email: njschaff@wi.rr.com
www.dogsandtheirpeople.com  •  www.dogcoats.com

These beloved greyhounds have recently passed over.
We’d like to honor them by publishing their names in our
newsletter. Please let us know if there is a hound who
should be remembered. We hope the list is always short.

We encourage friends and relatives to consider a
donation to GPA or the Blue Fund in their hound’s 
memory. Memorials are greatly appreciated and will be
acknowledged with a note to the family.

What’s Inside:

• Nuts & Bolts

• Dog Updates

• Ask Kyra

• Adoptions & Memorials

CUSTOMGREYHOUNDCOATS

Do you have a product or service you’d like to promote? Would you
like to place a Happy Ad for your hound’s birthday? Ad space is sold
on a first come, first serve basis.  Ads are $25 for business card size. 
Please contact the editor!

Jandy Candy Berman-King

Dana Gangaway

Bus Griffin

Malone Harrison

Sam Hessen

Rusty Heise

Pixie Herndon

Marcus Johnson

Brewsky Knueppel

Blaze McManus

Elsie Milbauer

Louis Musikantow

Chucky Powers

Cody Price

Alex Serafin

Cooper TenHoven

Ronnie Wick

Lost Dog Search - 
still in progress!

Many of you
know about
the lost grey-
hound near
Madison, but
for those that
don’t, here is
a brief update.

Fawn, formerly known as Gar Baby,
bolted out the door of her foster
home on January 5th near Sun
Prairie.  Fawn is a very shy grey-
hound. She was moved to foster
care to help her with socialization
and while her foster home reports
she was making some progress,
she unfortunately still did not want to
interact with humans.  The result is a
dog that is extremely difficult to catch.

Since January 5th, teams of dedi-
cated volunteers have been out
posting flyers and talking to people
about Fawn. There have been some
sightings, but they have been scat-
tered. GPA-Wisconsin owns a large
live trap which can be used to catch
Fawn, but first we need to know
where she is at, or what her pattern
of travel is.  We will continue to post
flyers and search for Fawn until all
our leads are exhausted.  We’re not
ready to do that yet!  If you can help
with the search or have information
to share, please contact Tonia
Powers at 262-253-1300.  Please
continue to keep Fawn in your
thoughts and prayers that she can
be found and brought home safely.
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You Live... Where?

Updating the GPA mailing list
(and your dog’s info) may be the last
thing on your mind when you’re star-
ing at the truck load of boxes that
need to be unpacked. But in reality,
its one of the most important things
you can do for your dog, and for
GPA-WI.  If you have moved, or are
planning to move, or have changed
your phone number or email address
since your dog was adopted, we
might not know about it. If your
hound gets lost, and we get a call
that a dog has been sighted or found,
we might not know how to contact
you if your address or phone is incor-
rect in our database.  Don’t take
chances.  Make certain we have your
correct information, so that we can
operate in the most efficient manner 

In addition, returned mail costs GPA
(and you, and the dogs) money.  So
if you keep us updated on your cur-
rent address, we can cut down on
the number of mailings that get
returned as undeliverable. Please
send mailing address and phone
number updates to our GPA
Secretary by emailing your informa-
tion to pauprint@sbcglobal.net.

Lastly, make sure your dog has an ID
tag with your current contact infor-
mation on it. Yes, we give out a GPA
ID tag with every adoption, and that
is a great safety net for your dog, but
its your responsibility to properly ID
your dog. If your neighbor down the
street finds your dog, he can call you
directly, instead of calling us to track
you down.  This happens so often,
and takes longer for the dog to find
his or her way home!  Also make
sure you fill out the prepaid tag form
that came in your adoption packet.
It’s a simple process and doesn’t
cost you a thing. Please keep your
dog’s tag information current.

Dog Updates: The Boys Club

Occasionally, we have dogs that
seem to need a little extra help to
find a permanent home.  These dogs
may sometimes have a special per-
sonality trait that makes them unique
or searching for just the right family.
Sometimes, just the fact that a dog is
not cat friendly, or its  the winter sea-
son and applications are slow, can
result in a dog taking longer than nor-
mal to find his or her forever home.
At GPA-WI, we work hard to match
the right home for each hound, no
matter how long that might take.
Here are a few dogs we’d like you to
consider adding to your family.  

Del - Del is a very sweet 9 year old
guy who was returned to GPA due to

a lifestyle change in his family.  Del is
one of those special senior hounds
that has so much love to give, and
thinks of himself as a teenager, not
an old fart!  He loves to play with
toys, and his foster family simply
adores him.  Del has had some
ongoing medical issues, including
corns on his feet that sometimes
make it difficult for him to walk. He is
also taking joint supplements to keep
his old dog aches and pains  in
check. He would be great in a quiet
home and would prefer to be an only
dog where he can have all the atten-
tion.  Del is not cat friendly, but is
looking for someone who is content
to just have him hang around and
accept him for the fun loving snuggle
bug that he is. 

Cart - Cart is a sweetheart of a
h o u n d ,
who has
been in
f o s t e r
care for
a few
months
n o w .
He’s on
the shy
side and
also a
young dog (just 2), so would do bet-
ter in a home as a second dog with
someone to lead him and show him
the ropes.  Cart has been making a
lot of progress in foster care, but will
need a family that is patient and can
help him explore the big scary world
that awaits him. Cart is cat friendly,
and would prefer a fenced in yard to
romp in. Time and training will surely
make this young guy a good com-
panion to your current greyhound, or
other dog.  Seeing his personality
blossom and his confidence grow is
the rewarding part of having a dog
like Cart.

Chazz - Chazz is a 7 year old,
smart, handsome black and white
brindle boy with a storied past. He
was attacked by his mother when
only a few weeks old and raised by
humans. He grew up un-neutered in

a house with few rules, where he
was “Large and In Charge.” Chazz
never raced and was taken into the
GPA-WI program last fall because
his family felt he was too rambunc-

Greyhound’s Name/Family’s Name

Wanda Basch
Eli Cochran
Pnut Danforth/Appell
Mia Fuller
Cowboy Herlitska
Trey Jameson
Hammer McLaughlin
Dexter (Jab) Milbauer
Ceasar (Yeller) Musbach
Lizzie Mruk
Bocce (Regi) Puerner
Page Ryan
Noel Shields
Jog Smith
Eubie Weyenberg

Pass the Dip - these 
families have chipped!

Sally Gauchet/Johanson
Snookems Hansen

Rose Kaufmann
Bair (Bear) McManus
Tipper Morton
Jada (CG) Paque
Kit Portee
Rickey (Bronco) Ryan
Ella Weyenberg
Sizzle Weyenberg
Kaboom Zasada

Couch Potatoes With New Homes
December 2007 - March 2008

DIP

If we have somehow overlooked a dog 
who should be listed in the adopted section, 
we apologize.  Please let us know so we can 

include the name in our next issue.

Ask Kyra...
Dear Kyra,
Okay, I consider myself to be a hip kind
of guy, but I'm not into being pampered.
I like to dig in the dirt, roll in the grass,
and hunt for rabbits.  I don't care if my
toenails are long or unkept. If they get
out of control, I just chew them off! Why
do my parents get all freaky when they
haven't trimmed my toenails and they
start to get long? What's the deal with
that?  Is all the hubbub necessary?

Thanks for your time,  
Lucky

Dear Lucky,
Sorry, but I have to side with the
humans on this one. Sometimes those
crazy two legs get it right!  Keeping
your nails trimmed is essential, not
because it looks nice and keeps you
from scratching up floors and human
skin, but because overgrown nails are
a serious health problem. Unkept nails
can lead to serious foot or pad prob-
lems, joint and muscle problems, and 

can even make walking painful.
Imagine not being able to go for a
WALK! (Did someone say WALK? WALK!
I love WALKS!) Sorry, back to your ques-
tion. Nail trims are necessary, but they
needn’t make you feel like a pampered
poodle. Ask your parents to try out a
Dremel. What can be more manly than
a power tool? Complete instructions
and a pictorial guide about how to use
a Dremel to grind nails, can be found
by simply doing a web search for
“DoberDawn and Dremel.”  One more
thing Lucky, if you trim or dremel your
nails regularly, they will be easier to
maintain and take less time out of your
busy schedule. 10 minutes with the
Dremel every 2-3 weeks beats 1 hour
every 5-6 weeks!  Just sit back and
relax. Real men like being served by
subservient humans anyway.

Tail Wags,

Kyra
If you have a question for Kyra, 
please send your letter to:  
Kyra Clouse 
525 August Hills Drive, 
LaCrescent, MN 55947 
or email to:  AskKyra@gmail.com

tious for small kids. He has been neutered
and it was discovered he had a mouth full of
painful, rotten teeth--ouch! Having recov-
ered from both surgeries, he is beginning
obedience class with a GPA volunteer in
March. He has been evaluated by a pro-
fessional trainer who believes that once he
"learns the rules" he will be a wonderful
companion. He'll need a dog-savvy
adopter who will keep him honest and not
let him run the household. Stay tuned for
the next installment of Chazz's extreme
doggie makeover!

Driven - Driven is an awesome hound.
Playful, gorgeous, well mannered.  So why
hasn’t he been adopted?  We have no idea!
What are you waiting for?  Driven loves to
play fetch and would be good with school
age children.  He’s a big fellow, but is kind

of a baby, or
should we say
“A Momma’s
Boy”.  Driven
would love
nothing more
than to be your
lap dog, follow
you around the
house all day,
and look at
you lovingly
with those big

brown eyes.  He sees you as worth wor-
shiping!  Driven had a successful racing
career, but doesn’t let that go to his head.
However, he does need a home without
cats or small dogs as his prey drive is high.
This mature fellow is turning 6 in May --
c’mon people, lets not let this big guy down!
Do you have room for a fantastic dog like
Driven? Then let’s give him the best birth-
day present ever - a new loving home of his
own.  He certainly deserves it.

To learn more about these or any of our
available greyhounds, visit our website at
www.gpawisconsin.org, or contact your
adoption rep or a GPA-WI volunteer for
additional information.  We’d love to talk to
you about making one of our dogs, one of
your dogs!



Winter and the Holidays!

Its that time of year when we have all
kinds of interesting things around the
house -- wrapping paper, tinsel,
chocolate candy and cookies.  Its a
good time to remember that even if
your hound has perfect house man-
ners other times of the year, there
may be too many temptations for him
to be an angel during the holidays, so
please use extra caution and super-
vision to keep your hound safe from
holiday items he should not have.
Also, now that winter is upon us, your
hound may revert to some undesir-

able house habits.  Going potty out-
side in blowing snow and freezing
temperatures is a far cry from the
warm breeze of the fall, so your
hound may need extra potty breaks
this time of year to complete their
business in more than one trip.  That
is especially true if your hound is
sensitive to cold.  Take Fido out more
often, and watch for signs of him
being cold or not completing the
tasks he should be.  Use a coat and
booties if necessary to encourage
your hound to continue doing his
business where its appropriate, and
not inside on the rug! 
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These beloved greyhounds have recently passed
over. We’d like to honor them by publishing their
names in our newsletter. Please let us know if there
is a hound who should be remembered. We hope
the list is always short.

We encourage friends and relatives to consider a
donation to GPA or the Blue Fund in their hound’s
memory. Memorials are greatly appreciated and will
be acknowledged with a note to the family.

Racey Agnew
Mister Dexter

Kramer Gbordzi
Silky Hinze

Tibo Lammers
Laddie Musbach

Abbie Paulus
Maxy Price

Traffic Probst

The 13th Annual Gala has come and
gone.  All the work, all the prepara-
tion, all the hype and excitement are
over for another year.  But boy, this
was a good one, wasn’t it?  There
were oodles of wonderful prizes, a
plethora of fabulous vendors, and
the GPA-Wisconsin Retail Booth
never looked better or offered a bet-
ter variety of items!  Big kudos to all
the volunteers, adopters and sup-
porters who helped, participated
and shopped. Without all of you, the
Gala simply would not be the huge
success it is. Greyhound Games
and Radar Run provided entertain-
ment, and we had several bidding
wars that brought an extra level of
excitement to the day.  The gross
profits for 2007 were up by about
$2,000 from last year.  That was not
only a big surprise, but also some-
thing to really celebrate.  The money
generated will go directly to helping
the group assist our adoptable dogs
in their quests to find loving homes.
So, once again  Thank You!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Our Cover Dog, Aleta, was adopted by Peggy and Bill and fur sister Molly in March, 2007. Aleta and her family
live in Eau Claire, and were the winning bidders on the Cover Dog Silent Auction Prize!  Peggy says they have

really enjoyed loving and spoiling Aleta and are happy to be her forever home.
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Do you have a product or service you’d like to promote? Would you like to
place a Happy Ad for your hound’s birthday? Ad space is sold on a first come,
first serve basis.  Ads are $25 for business card size. Please contact the editor!



Part 1 of this article discussed pre-
cautions to keep our greyhounds
safe and secure. But sometimes
things do not go as planned. These
stories are not being shared to point
fingers at any particular adopters or
owners. Their situations are not
unique. These are true stories that
we have personally been involved
with, and are sharing with the hope
that others will learn from these
experiences. 

Jewel had been let out often in her
unfenced yard without incident. One
night she was gone when the family
went to get her after an evening potty
break. She was missing for several
days, and finally wandered into
someone’s back yard and was
caught. The family had seen flyers
posted by volunteers in the area and
called Jewel’s owner to return her. 

Tim opened the gate to drop his
garbage in the can in the alley.
Paddy snuck out the gate behind
him. Despite the efforts of many vol-
unteers and weeks of searching,
Paddy was never seen again.  

Zoom squeezed between Matt's legs
while Matt was carrying something
out the door. Matt ran on foot after
Zoom and then jumped into a good
samaritan's car. They were able to
follow Zoom several miles before
they lost sight of him. Zoom was
found deceased a few hours later
after being hit by a car, more than 6
miles from where he had last been seen.

Willow and Dahlia went out for their
usual morning potty break. When

Jennifer went to let them back in, nei-
ther dog was there and the gate to
the yard was open. Many volunteers
assisted with the search and posted
flyers. Dahlia was found 12 days
later by someone who had a flyer.
She had lost more than 20 pounds
while out loose, but has since recov-
ered. Willow was found deceased 18
days later after being hit by a train. 

These stories are frightening, and
many of them have sad endings.
Even if you carefully follow the steps
and advice of the previous preven-
tion article, the unthinkable can hap-
pen. Your greyhound is loose. What
do you do to recover him? 

The first thing you should do when
you realize that your dog is missing
is look for him or her. Most lost grey-
hounds are found within an hour of
disappearing. If you have not found
your dog within an hour, stop looking,
go home and immediately follow
these next steps. 

If you have a fence, leave the gate
open and place a bowl of food and
water in the back yard. In some
cases, a dog has returned home on
its own. If this happens, you want to
be sure that your dog is able to get
back in your yard. If you have multi-
ple dogs, please be careful to close
the gate before putting the other
dogs out.  

Contact as many people to help as
possible. This step is very difficult for
owners to follow when your dog is
loose. You want to be out looking for
your dog, but you can only cover so

much ground. If your dog was not
found immediately, you must stop
looking and get the word out that the
dog is loose. You need to get as
many people in the area looking for
your dog as possible. This should
include animal control, humane soci-
eties, police departments, veterinari-
ans, and GPA. You should include
your cell phone number with the
information  you give. That way you
can be reached while out posting fly-
ers and looking for your dog.  

Check with local family and friends to
see if anyone is able to help you with
your search. Contact your GPA
adoption representative or the gen-
eral GPA line 414-299-9473 or 
webmaster@gpawisconsin.org 

Create a flyer with your dog’s name,
description, area where last seen,
and contact information (see sample
at right or contact GPA for help).
Make at least 200 copies on brightly
colored paper to get started. 

Post and pass out flyers as quickly
as possible. Fax or drop off flyers
with each of the places you have
contacted above. Post on corners of
busy intersections and ask popular 
stores to display them. From there,
continue to post along side roads
and in smaller stores. Do not post on
painted poles or stop signs. Talk to
anyone and everyone you see and
hand them a flyer. 

Supplies you should have while post-
ing flyers: cell phone, plastic page
protectors (place sleeve upside  

-- Continued on Page 3 --
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It Can Happen In An Instant ...........................By Tonia Powers and Kathleen Folz

Part 2: What to do if your dog does escape 
The Nuts 
& Bolts

The Nuts and Bolts Section of the
newsletter will feature ongoing
needs for GPA-Wisconsin as well
updates on what is new and exciting.  

December Announcements:
We would like to welcome the
newest member of the GPA-
Wisconsin Board of Directors,
Danette Aberle.  Danette coordinates
the events and Meet and Greets in
the Madison Area.  If you would like
to volunteer or need to contact
Danette, she can be reached at:  
baileybirds@yahoo.com.

Also a belated welcome to Sue and
James Hemenway, who were listed
in the last newsletter, and came onto
the board in August. They are in the
process of taking over our kennel
day operations, among other things!

❄ ❄ ❄ ❄ ❄ ❄ ❄ ❄ ❄ ❄ ❄ ❄

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! At this time of
the year many of us are feeling
extremely thankful for the blessings
in our lives.  If you feel so moved to
share a bit of your good fortune, here
are just a few of the ways GPA-WI
can put your money to good use: 

Canidae, 40 lbs — $38 
Average boarding for 1 hound — $84 
Neuter a greyhound — $160 
Spay a greyhound —  $190 
Heartworm Test — $17 
Rabies Vaccine — $15 
Tick Panel — $90 
CBC — $40 
Thyroid Panel — $50 
DHLPP vaccine — $20 

Frontline Plus — $10 a dose 
Heartguard Plus — $5 a dose 
Greyhounds for Dummies — $16 
Retired Racing Greyhounds — $16 
Childproofing Your Dog — $10 
Interceptor — $12 a dose 
Dremel Nail grinder — $25 
Muzzle — $12 
Martingale Collar & Lead — $15 
Nail Trim — $10 
Wormer — $5 per dog 
Squawker — $10 
Crate — $110 
Coat — $40 
Computer paper — $5 per bundle 
Toner for computer — $23 
Web fees — $35 year 

Please send your tax-exempt cash
donations to: 

GPA-WI 
PO BOX 2115  
Madison, WI 53701 

or use Paypal:  
GPAWisconsin @yahoo.com  
Tax acknowledgement will be sent if
requested in note section. Allow 2
days for processing.   

If you have ITEMS or SUPPLIES to
donate, please contact Sheryl Clouse
via email at saclouse@charter.net or
call our 800 number to arrange pick
up. In particular we could use 
Frontline Plus, Heartguard Plus or
Interceptor, used or new coats, used
or new collars and leashes, crates,
phone cards, stamps, the books, etc. 

Thank you for considering giving
GPA a donation. Every stamp, crate,
and dollar donation really does help.
GPA-WI is a 501 (C ) 3 non-profit
organization.  Receipts for donations
can be provided upon request.

Kenosha/Racine Area Adopters
Volunteers Needed 
Our dogs are the best advertising, so
community events play an important
part in getting the word out about
greyhound adoption.  If you are 
interested in volunteering for any of
the these events please contact
Muriel Cunningham at: 
mcunningham@wi.rr.com. Support
and materials will be provided. 

Meet and Greets in Racine
Pet Supplies Plus in Racine would
like GPA-WI to have several meet
and greets at their store next year.
Since the store is quite small, we
would have them outside when the
whether is nice.  Dates and times are
very flexible, and we are looking for
someone to take the lead on this and
work with the store manager to
schedule and publicize the events. 

Kenosha Petco Meet and Greets
These have been conducted month-
ly since 2000, and the Petco
Foundation donates money to GPA-
WI because we have regular meet
and greets at their stores.  We're
looking for volunteers to sign up to
attend for certain months.  These are
usually held from 9 to 11 am on the
2nd Saturday of each month. 

Harbor Park Dog Walks, Kenosha
Looking for volunteers to lead a
greyhound walk at Harbor Park in
Kenosha in the summer months, to
coincide with the Harbor Place
Market which takes place on
Saturday mornings.  Two of these
were held last summer and were
very popular.  Dates are flexible,
walks usually begin at 8:45 am and
go for about 1-2 hours. 



Thank You Gala 
Business Donors!

Each year, hundreds of individuals
and businesses come together to
donate items to the annual Gala
Greyhound Gathering.  The Gala
simply could not exist without the
generosity of all of you.  Please read
the list below, and consider purchas-
ing items from these generous busi-
ness donors.  Let them know you
appreciate their support of our once
a year fundraiser!

Arlington Heights Park District
2 Hounds Design
Animart
Bad Dog Frida
Bark and Scratch Outpost
Beautiful Beaded Collars
Big Orange Dog
Canine Cast Covers
CIGA
Critter Cozies
Doctors Foster and Smith
DogEDesigns
Dogs & Their People
Drews Variety and Crafts
Elite Kibble
Emerald Kennel
Family Dog Center
Fast Jack
Ginny's Greyhound Fashions
Gold N Treasures
GPA-Central Florida
GPA-Southern Nevada
GPA Springfield
Grapehounds
Grayslake Feed
Green Bay Packers
Grey Oaks Photography
Greytsweaters.com
Greytwear-Imagemakers
Hair of the Dog
Half Price Books

House of Harley Davidson
Kathleen Folz Canine Massage
Kenosha News
Kutter Harley Davidson
Long Neck Deco
Midwest GH Adoption
Milwaukee Art Museum
Milwaukee Brewers
Milwaukee Bucks
Northcoast Greyhounds.Net
NutriSource Products
Nutro Products Inc.
Orivs Company
Pet Supply Port
Petlicious Pet Bakery
Petsmart LAX
Paulus Printing LLC
Port Washington State Bank
Precious Paws Adorned Inc

Premier
Prestige Auto Works
Retired Greyhound Athletes
Rock Your Pets
Ruffin It Resort
Snob Hounds
Teaching Dogs LLC
US Bones
Vandeboom Farm
Voyagers &
Voyagers GH Apparel
Watkins
West Allis Sports Cards
Wild Things for Greys
John Wiley and Sons
Steve Wirth

If we have inadvertently overlooked a
business who should be listed, please
let us know.  Thank you!

Lost Dogs - Continued
down over flyer to keep it dry in rain),
staple gun for wooden poles, clear
packing tape (not as messy as duct
tape), smelly food (canned cat food,
tuna, hot dogs, etc.), extra leash and
collar, squawker, and binoculars. 

Go door to door. Speak to people
and hand them a flyer. If someone 
is not home, place a flyer inside the
newspaper box or front door. Flyers
CANNOT legally be placed in mailboxes.

The above steps are to be taken as
soon as possible. If your dog is still
missing the following day, place ads
in the local newspapers. Continue to
post flyers in nearby areas. Drop off
flyers everywhere they can be 
displayed – schools, businesses,
churches, etc. Continue to check
periodically with the local shelters
and animal control. It is best to visit
them in person if possible. Many
people even in these locations are
not familiar with what a greyhound
looks like. Check periodically with
public works or whoever is responsi-
ble for road kill pick up. We know this

is not a pleas-
ant thought, but
if your dog is hit
by a car, it is
best to know.  

When your dog
is found please 
contact all of
the businesses
and locations
that have post-
ed your flyer
and let them
know. Be sure
to thank them
for allowing you
to leave the fly-
ers in a visible
location. Also
remove all
posted flyers
from poles and
anywhere else
they remain. 

We hope you
will never need to use the informa-
tion here but will keep it handy. This
article is dedicated to the hounds we

have found and safely returned
home.  It is also in memory of Zoom,
Paddy, and Willow.
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Greyhound’s Name/Family’s Name

Hawksy Abbott
Wanda Basch
Inna Beebe
Maria Carlson
Blain Carr
King Crouse
Linen (Again) Dewey
Smoke Elmergreen
Brutus Konrad
Daphne (Lucky) Kraemer
Thumper LaGrew
Murphy (Stompers) Martin
Davis McLean
Santo (Solar) Michalski
Pete Mueller
Ocean Roser
Justice Ryan
Gobi (Superman) Schmidt-Skwarok
Piper Schwandt
Bailey Shapiro
Jim Zasada
Exotic Zeplin

Pass the Dip - these 
families have chipped!

Paint Abbott
Alec (Shadow) Agnew
Cami Bindl
Viking Christens
Tawny Gruenhagen
Abby Hinze
Abe Jensen
Brian Knoll
Chief Lammers
Jaydon Paynter
Bailey Perry
Nation Schulkers
Magic (Fast) Smoko
Whoopie Wesell

Couch Potatoes With New Homes
September - December 2007

DIP

If we have somehow overlooked a dog 
who should be listed in the adopted section, 
we apologize.  Please let us know so we can

include the name in our next issue.

This flyer is a ficticious sample  for informational purposes only.
Shown at 50% of Actual Size

Ask Kyra...

Hi Kyra,
Love the new column, and boy do I have a
question for you!  What is my foster mom's
fascination with butt hair?  I'll be the first to
admit that my tushie could use a little fur,
but she is just a nut about it!  She's even
gone so far as to add a yummy supplement
to my food.  When I'm done eating she turns
and asks me if I've grown any fur on my butt
yet.  I just need some help understanding
her obsession.  Thanks for any "moon"light
you could shed on this subject!

Sincerely, 
Hairless Heinie

Dear Hairless,
Congratulations on becoming a FOSTER 

DOG!  I hope you find a family of your own
very soon. Now, for your question... I per-
sonally find the bald baboon look of a grey-
hound heinie very attractive, but for some
reason our humans are obsessed with it!
Humans worry that the hairlessness is a sign
of thyroid problems, or a lack in nutrition.
Humans have even developed WILD stories
to explain - “the fur was rubbed off in a crate”
or “hairlessness was bred in for aerodynam-
ics.” In truth, no one really knows why grey-
hound pattern baldness occurs, and really,
have you looked at those human males?
Some of them are lacking fur on their heads!
If your human is obsessed with your bald
booty, here are some ideas to try.  First,
assure them that hairless heinies are fine,
and unless they see other problems, a bat-
tery of tests on your thyroid are NOT neces-
sary.  Next, to facilitate regrowth, make sure

they are feeding you an EXCELLENT diet.
They can supplement your diet with Omega
3 fatty acids such as fish or flax seed oil,
which supports healthy hair growth, too.
Watch out though, too much oil can make for
some very uncomfortable poo situations.
Most importantly, assure your human that
hairless heinies are lovely.  Show your heinie
to your human often, wag your tail high to
show-off your lovely buff butt, and no matter
what refuse to wear the booty toupee I hear
is being developed!  Really, the INDIGNITY!

Tail Wags, -Kyra

If you have a question for Kyra, 
please send your letter to:  
Kyra Clouse 
525 August Hills Drive, 
LaCrescent, MN 55947 
or email to:  AskKyra@gmail.com
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Couch Potato Press
is a quarterly publication of Greyhound
Pets of America-Wisconsin, a non-profit
organization dedicated to placing 
ex-racing greyhounds in loving homes 
as pets.  It is designed and edited by 
Ellen Paulus, and includes many 
contributors and volunteers.  
Please direct any correspondence, 
address changes or donations to:

GPA-Wisconsin
Post Office Box 2115
Madison, WI 53701-2115

Thank you to Paulus Printing for 
donating the printing of this newsletter.  
To reach Paulus Printing call 
262-284-4934 or email pauprint@sbcglobal.net

In Memory, December 2006 - September 2007

Carl Albert 

Digo Allen

Dewey August "Max"

Whitney Bergmann 

Ashleigh Beyer 

Tango Carlson

Ronni Jo Coffey

Beanie Deglau 

Triscuit Donatello

Allie Forseth 

Simon Fortkamp 

Sayonara Genzel 

Chalk Geier

Tinker Bell Grobe

Willow Hauschild

Roody Hemenway 

Lindsey Holtz

Blitzen Kerby

Acrobat Klade

Proof Kletch

Comet Knoll

Porgy LaFlex

Roxie Lien

Franklin Manion

Klink Martin

Ziggy Olson-Walters 

Curly Portee 

Kip Sawatske 

Rookie Spalding 

Secret TenBensel-Schiferl

Flower Wentz 

Driver Wesolek 

Taz Wildt 

Katy Winkler 

These beloved greyhounds have recently passed over. We’d like to honor
them by publishing their names in our newsletter. Please let us know if there
is a hound who should be remembered. We hope the list is always short.

We encourage friends and relatives to consider a donation to GPA or the
Blue Fund in their hound’s memory. Memorials are greatly appreciated and
will be acknowledged with a note to the family.

The Gala is Coming!

The 13th Annual Gala Greyhound
Gathering will again be held at the
Waukesha County Expo Center
Arena.  Hundreds of greyhounds
and greyhound lovers will descend
upon the arena to support
Greyhound Pets of America-
Wisconsin by purchasing raffle
tickets, buying GPA apparel and
supporting our vendors.  A listing
of some of the activities we have
scheduled for the day is on the
inside of this newsletter.  Times on
this list are subject to change, so
be sure to grab a schedule of events
at our registration table on the day of
the Gala which will give final times
and locations within the arena.

Each year, we are excited about this
event, and 2007 is no different! We
have a lot of fun planned for the day 
and we look forward to seeing all of
you there.  Meet up with old friends,
give your adoption rep an update on
how your hound is doing, introduce

yourself to the people you only know
by their forum names and most of all,
shop, SHOP, SHOP! and have fun!

As in years past, all well-mannered
greyhounds and non-greyhound
canine siblings are welcome at the
event, however, please remember
that not all greyhounds are familiar
with small dogs or other breeds of
dogs. It is your responsibility to han-
dle your greyhound or other dog
appropriately to make this a safe and
fun event for everyone.  

Please use caution during dog
interaction, and keep your dog on
leash and under your control at all
times.

And now...........Let’s Go Gala!

DIRECTIONS:
From I-94, exit Hwy J South
(exit 294) in Waukesha.
South on J to Northview
Road, then west (right) 
to the Expo Center Arena 
(the big dome).

What’s Inside:

• Lost Dog Article

• Gala Schedule, Tips & Tricks
Accommodations, Vendors

• Home Bakes Treat Recipes

• Adoptions & Memorials

• New Column: Ask Kyra

• Nuts & Bolts: How it works!

Announc ing our logo conte s t 
w inner. . . .(dr um ro l l p le ase ! ). . . .

Karen Hertzberg

Thank you, Karen, for submitting
the winning logo!  Look for Karen’s
winning design on our t-shirts and
other Gala items.  We had many
wonderful entries this year and
hope to see everyone submit new
designs again in 2008!  

Please also take a look at the GPA
Retail booth for the Children’s
Logo Contest winner, and other
honorable mention logos that you
might see printed on other various
items!

This year, we are also printing a
limited edition POSTER, with a
design that was submitted last
year.  It’s so cool, you’ll want to
make sure to get one!  Don’t miss
out!

Editor’s Note: Many of you may be
wondering why we haven’t had any
newsletters during the first part of this
year.  Many of you all ready know, the
editor and printers of this newsletter
have had a difficult year on a personal
level, which impeded getting any
newsletters out until now.  

We apologize for our absence and are
back on track.  Next newsletter will be
the December issue. Wait for it!

                                       



Although as greyhound owners, we
are aware of precautions to prevent
our greys from getting loose, the
unthinkable can happen. It is our
hope that you will read and save this
issue, make use of the checklist and
tips, and share the articles with fami-
ly and friends who may take care of
your dog(s). Involve everyone in your
house in forming good habits that will
ensure your dog’s safety.

In the blink of an eye, your beloved
greyhound can go from hanging out
in your back yard to zooming down
the street. They may dart out the
front door or from the door of the car.
A leash may have been dropped. It
has happened to most of us.
Hopefully you will get lucky and your
greyhound will come back to you or
be recovered quickly.

These stories are not being shared
to point fingers at any particular
adopters or owners. Their situations
are not unique. They have been kind
enough to share their stories with the
hope that others will learn from their
experiences.

Kathleen and Daniel didn’t know
about martingale collars when they
adopted their first greyhound from
the humane society. When two
unleashed neighbor dogs came up to
meet her, Smiley backed out of her
buckle collar and ran away across
the street. Kathleen used her happi-
est voice and called, “Smiley, come
here girl.” She turned and went back
to Kathleen after the other dogs had
been called back home.

Toni was carrying packages from her
car to her house. As she went
through the gate into the yard, her
greyhound Cleo darted past her. Toni
and her husband searched the area
that night with no luck. The next
morning, one of Toni’s phone calls
was to the local animal control.
Animal control called her back a cou-
ple hours later after picking up a dog
that fit Cleo’s description. Because
Cleo did not have any identification,
Toni had to wait 3 long hours until the
truck was back at the facility to con-
firm that it was Cleo who had been
picked up.

Jaime let Boxer out as usual one
morning. When she let their other
greyhound Mel out, she realized that
Boxer was not in the yard and saw
the open gate. Jaime’s mother and
father, Joyce and Ken, drove around
trying to find Boxer for about 45 min-
utes. They met at home not knowing
what to do next when the phone
rang. Fortunately, although Boxer
only wears his martingale when he
goes on outings, he wears a tag col-
lar at all times. A woman in a nearby
park was able to call the family when
Boxer approached her.

From this story, you can see how crit-
ical it is to have up to date contact
information on tags. Remember to
update the tag if any of your person-

al information changes. If your dog is
being watched by someone while
you are on vacation, a temporary tag
with their information should be
attached as well.

Over time many of us have become
more complacent and sloppy. Your
dog has either gotten away and
returned quickly or never escaped,
so you have nothing to worry about –
right? Wrong! No matter how long
you have your dog, and no matter
how many times he may get away
and come back, we can assure you
that each time it happened the life of
your dog was at risk. They count on
us to keep them safe and healthy.
They do not know enough them-
selves to do that. So what can we do
as greyhound owners to help keep
our hounds as safe as possible?

The saying goes “An ounce of pre-
vention is worth a pound of cure.”
True enough, but what does that pre-
vention look like? Here are some
guidelines.

• Your hound should always be
either on a hand held leash or in a
secure fenced in area.

• Leave a collar with tags on your
dog at all times.

•  Microchip your dog.
• Do not enter or exit fence gates

while dog is in yard.
• Secure all fence gates with locks.
• Make sure entire fence is secure –

no holes or gaps.
• Secure all house doors – teach

children and visitors safety rules.
(continued on Page 3)
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It Can Happen In An Instant ...........................By Tonia Powers and Kathleen Folz

Part 1: How to protect your dog and prevent escapes        Part 2: What to do if your dog does escape (next issue)

The Nuts 
& Bolts

GPA-WI is a non-profit all volunteer
organization.  Everyone working for
GPA-WI is a volunteer - from the
kennel day workers to the people
doing home visits and adoptions.
Making GPA-WI work takes a lot of
hard work from volunteers JUST
LIKE YOU!  The volunteer opportuni-
ties are fun, interesting, and
extremely satisfying.  If you are inter-
ested in becoming involved here is a
small list of some of the things we
need volunteers for:

• kennel workers (walk and groom
the hounds, help with socialization
and personality assessments of the
hounds, and assist with clean up)
• foster homes (open your home to
a greyhound for a few weeks as they
search for their forever home, help
the dog get acclimated to home life)
• event volunteers (come to events
and meet & greets, share your love
of the breed with others)
• crafts people (donate your goods
and/or skills to raise money for the
hounds)
• transportation (help drive a hound
to or from a foster home or medical
appointment)

If you have other ideas or skills we
would love to know how you think
you can help!  We’re open to ideas!
No amount of time is too small and
all volunteers are welcome.  It takes
all of us to keep this GREYT organi-
zation running strong.  If you are
interested in getting involved, please
contact your adoption coordinator or
any of the GPA-WI board members.
We would love to hear from you!  

We have also been asked often
“Who are the board members?”  In
order to honor that request, here is a
list of our current board of directors
and how to contact them.

Ellen Paulus—President
pauprint@sbcglobal.net 
262-285-7060

Cindy Dombrowski—Vice President
cindy.dombrowski@gmail.com  
608-577-0950

Bob May—Treasurer
bmay96@aol.com

Bob Paulus—Acting Secretary
pauprint@sbcglobal.net 
262-285-7060

Sheryl Clouse
saclouse@charter.net  
507-895-3578

Muriel Cunninham
mcunningham@wi.rr.com

Sue & James Hemenway
sue_hemenway@yahoo.com

Terry Kozuk
bmay96@aol.com

Tonia Powers
tonia13@sbcglobal.net

Brent Wesolek
blwesolek@aol.com  
608-877-0161

Lorie Wesolek
blwesolek@aol.com  
608-877-0161

Ask Kyra...
Dear Kyra--

What is up with the human 
obsession with "sit?"  My mistress is
obsessed with "sit" and spends tons
of time telling me to do it!  What's
the big deal?  I think I am pretty
smart, but my butt just doesn't do
that!  I can do lots of other stuff to
make my mistress happy, like 
keeping her warm in bed and 
pottying right away in the rain.  Will
she still love me if I can't do this?

-- Cheetah
Dear Cheetah,
I have never understood the human
obsession with this behavior either-
-they really are quite fixated on it!
The answer is that yes we CAN be
trained to sit, but though some 
greyhounds do it naturally, MOST of
us find it HIGHLY uncomfortable.
That is why human groups like the
AKC do not require us to do it!  You
see, our hip sockets are so deep
and tight that even when we DO sit
our butts can't touch the ground. If
your human insists, tell her to hold a
treat just below your nose and 
slowly raise the treat while GENTLY
pressing on your lower back and
saying the command.  Another 
technique is to say the command
"sit" while hugging your legs.  This
puts you into a sitting position which
should be rewarded with a yummy
treat.  Never fear, your human will
love you either way, but learning to
sit is a greyt way to get yummy
treats!  By the way, EXCELLENT
work on pottying fast in the rain!

-- Kyra

If you have a question for Kyra, please send
your letter to: Kyra Clouse

525 August Hills Drive
LaCrescent, MN 55947

or email to: AskKyra@gmail.comDavis

                          



Lost Dogs - continued

• Leash dog and hold securely
before allowing dog to exit vehicle
or house.

• Wrap the leash around wrist.
• Do not remove leash from dog until

dog is in vehicle or house with
doors closed.

• Do not open car or house windows
far enough for dog to sneak
through.

• Secure patio door screen windows
with baby gates.

• Periodically check that the martingale
collar or harness is fitted properly.

In addition to the items listed above,
training your greyhound may also
reduce the chance that he will
escape. Cues such as sit, down,
stop, and wait can be invaluable if
you see your dog approaching an
open gate or traffic. These cues are
among those that you and your dog
will learn in a positive training program.

Despite your best intentions, the
unimaginable happens and your
greyhound is loose. You were not
able to recover him quickly (within an
hour). What do you do next? Watch
for Part II of this article in the next
Couch Potato Press.

The Website 
Has A New Look!
If you haven’t wondered onto the
home page in a long time, you really
need to make time to take a peak at
the new look we’re sportin’!  Our
webmasters have redesigned the
site, and given it a face lift.  You
should find the site is easier to navi-
gate and the information you need is
right at your fingertips! Thank you to
Bridget, Erik and Tonia for all your
hard work!

Check it out at:
www.gpawisconsin.org
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I started baking homemade dog
treats soon after I adopted Annabelle
in 2003.  I enjoy making the treats
and its actually cheaper than store
bought brands.  With the recent dog
food recall, making my own treats
gives me peace of mind knowing
exactly what goes into them!

You can add or substitute a lot of 
different ingredients in your treats;
bran, oats, wheat germ, flaxseed,
and bananas all are healthy alterna-
tives. Don’t be afraid to try alterna-
tives or experiment. Or if your dog
isn’t fond of something, just omit it!
Either way, your dog will probably be
begging you to bake more!

Two recipes that get 5 paws from my
hounds:

PeaMutt Butter Biscuits

2 tbsp oil
1/2 cup of peanut butter
1 cup of water
1 cup of whole wheat flour
2 cups all purpose flour

Preheat oven to 350°. Combine oil,

peanut butter and water,
mix. Add flour one cup at
a time.  Knead to firm
dough. Roll to 1/4” thick,
cut into shapes. Bake on
ungreased cookie sheet
for 20 minutes or until
golden brown. Cool and
refrigerate.

Cinnabones

1 cup whole wheat flour
1/2 cup bran
1/2 cup brewers yeast
1/4 cup wheat germ
1/2 tsp cinnamon
2 tbsp honey
2 tbsp molasses
2 tbsp oil
1 egg
1/3 cup milk

Preheat oven to 350°. In large bowl
combine dry ingredients. In separate
bowl mix together all the wet ingredi-
ents. Gradually add mixture to dry
mix & knead dough. Roll to 1/4”
thickness. Cut into shapes. Bake on
ungreased cookie sheet for 15mins
or until light brown. Cool. Refrigerate 

Additional Tips:

Because these treats do not have
any preservatives, be sure to 
refrigerate or freeze the extras.

To save time, instead of using 
cookie cutters, simply score the
treats with a pizza cutter prior to 
baking.  After baking and cooling,
break into bite-size pieces.

For extra crunchy treats, leave them
on the cookie sheet in the oven for
an hour or two, or even overnight, so
they dry out.  Store in ziplock bags.

Home-Baked Treats Your Hound Will L!ve ...............by Danette Aberle

Annabelle offers to
be the taste-tester!

Greyhound’s Name/Family’s Name

Slick Willa Abraham
Racey Agnew
Zack (Frank) Albright
Anna (Alma) Bell
Spresso (Spirit) Block
Charge Bonde
Roo-Roo (JustRight) Borth
Jimmy Brown
Allie (Aleta) Chovan
Archie (Romeo) Cunningham-Gohr
Darby Dallia
Babalu (Calzone) Danz
Dory Durand
Bootsy Espinosa
Creb Filus
Shiver Finley
Geneva Fraker
Jethro Gauchat
Tipper Geier
Carlton Goldammer
Eagle (Egor) Hansen
Angel Hayes
Quin (Winner) Hertzberg
Izzy (Barb) Hodorowski
Raika (Twister) Hyland
Fonzi Johnson
Hunk Johnston
Anubis Kern
Kelly (Little Dog) Kienahs
Minnie (Kadi) Koch
Dusty Kozeneski
Fame Laursen

Winnie Lawton
LuLu (Carol) LeBaron
Bud Lowe
Clairee Mather
Glory McGuinn
Devlin Messerman
Attilla Miller-Wenzel
Molly Moore
Stella (Stacy) Neuville
Tucker (German) Pester
Blaze (Jiggs) Phelps
Traffic Probst
Tank Reigel
April Rink
Camilla (Time) Saracino
Knowski Schewe
Aaron Schmoller
Trick Seager
Bailey Shapiro
Fire Smith
Boomer Stape
Johnny Stokes
Sally Turman
Izza Vieregge
Tay Vlasis
Flash Ward
General (Delaney) Whelihan
Paige Yard

Pass the Dip!
(these families have chipped!)

Ashley Agnew
Say La Vee Baux-Jeske
Tom Dekker-Donatello
Charlie Genzel
Koosh (Spook) Kim-Pray
Enya (Anna) Hansen
Dunes Hartman
Jack Hauschild
Emmitt Hecht
Bayo Herndon
Ella (Joan) Hertzberg
Allie Holtz
Ruben Jacobs-Frost
Izzy Johnson
Kennedy (Paul) Kamenick
Moses Manion
Jesse (Runaway) Menard
Dean Monson
Gilligan Nichols
Shake Nikolic
Star (Marla) Phillips
Mara (Mobil) Skoy-Evenson
Fallon Smith
Luke Smith
Gypsy Templin
BB (Bear-Bear) Vieregge
Bear Weckworth
Sophie (Sweety) Wienkes
Alma Winkler
PeeWee (Ruthie) Winkler

Couch Potatoes With New Homes
December 2006 – September 2007 CHEESE

DIP

If we have somehow overlooked a dog 
who should be listed in the adopted section, 
we apologize.  Please let us know so we can

include the name in our next issue.

                           



BLESSING OF THE HOUNDS
11:00 a.m. 

GROUP ROO 
immediately following the blessing

BAG RAFFLES
12:00, 2:00 & 3:45 p.m.

Buy your tickets and drop them in
the bags in front of the gift pack
you’d like to win.  We draw the 

winning tickets, you take home the
loot!  We have fantastic items this
year, including greyt jewelry  and

very cool dog items!  You’ll want to
buy a ton of tickets

FASHION SHOW
12:30 p.m.

Come see our available hounds and
trend setting adopters in the new

fashions available at GPA Retail or
through our generous vendors.

LIVE AUCTION at 1:00 p.m.
Some of our most interesting and

valuable items 
are up for grabs.  Be the highest

bidder and 
be the envy of other Gala-goers.  

Featured items: PACKERS TICK-
ETS,

MILWAUKEE BUCKS TICKETS,
original artwork, 

bronze life-size greyhound statue, &
other greyt items!

SILENT AUCTION
Closes at 3:00 p.m.

Keep your eye on these wonderful
prizes and be sure to out-bid your
competition!  We’ve got jewelry,

sports memorabilia, collectible dolls,

artwork, tools & more...

BIG CASH RAFFLE - 3:30 p.m.
It’s not too late to purchase those
raffle tickets!  If you received your
raffle tickets in the mail, but didn’t
send them back, bring the stubs

and payment with you on the day of
the Gala!  Or purchase more tickets
once you get to the event!  Our tick-

et booth will be open up until the
time of the drawing.   You need not
be present to win (but we do need

the stubs to contact you!) 

NAIL TRIMMING
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Buy a voucher where raffle tickets
are sold and sign up for your time

slot to have a puppy pedicure!
Nail trim cost is $10.

GREYHOUND GAMES &
COSTUME CONTEST

Games throughout the day
Costume Contest at 2:30 p.m. 

Does your greyhound like to dress
up?  Enter your pup in the Costume
Contest!  There are sure to be some
little angels and devils in the crowd!

Other 
contests include: Longest Tail,
Longest Muzzle, Tallest GH,

Shortest GH, Godzilla Game, and
the Oldest Greyhound at the Gala!
Special events on stage include the

Costume Contest, Best Trick &
Twins!

ADOPTION BOOTH
Have you been scouting the web

site for a new family addition?

Adding a second greyhound can
happen in the blink of an eye if you
fall in love with one of our available
hounds.  Dogs available for adoption

will be noted by their gold bandan-
nas!

BLUE FUND BOOTH
Get a beautiful fall or holiday ban-

danna for your hound.  All proceeds
go toward fixing our injured or spe-
cial medical needs hounds. Stop by
to say hello and make a purchase.

MASSAGE THERAPY
FOR CANINES

Would your dog like a few minutes
of relaxation during all the Gala

hub-bub?  Come on over for a 5, 10
or 15 minute massage. Your dog will

love it!

PET PHOTOGRAPHY
Have you always wanted a profes-
sional looking photo of your grey-

hound?  Now is your chance!
Whether its Classic & Pristine or

even a 
Glamour Queen, this booth was a

huge favorite at last year’s Gala fes-
tivities.  Buy a voucher where raffle
tickets are sold and sign up for your

time slot to put your pup in print!
Cost for these elegant photos is

$30.

FACE PAINTING
New this year, to keep the little ones
(or kids at heart) busy by painting a

gorgeous hound on their face!

CLOCK YOUR DOG
See how fast your hound is with an

official radar reading!
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Beautiful Beaded Collars
Canine Cast Covers
Greyhound Face Painting
Companion Natural Pet Foods
Dogs & Their People 
Fast Jack
GPA-WI Retail
Gr8Neckware (Blue Fund)
Grey Oaks Photography
Kathleen Folz Canine Massage
Teaching Dogs LLC
Long Neck Deco
Lynn’s Collars
Midwest GH Adoption
Petlicious Pet Bakery
Pins4Paws (Blue Fund)
Retired Greyhound Athletes
Rock Your Pets
Steve Wirth, Artist
Voyagers GH Apparel

• GPA RETAIL •

GPA Retail will be offering sev-
eral new and exciting items this
year!  Save up your $$$ to pur-
chase these items that are just
too good to pass up!*

• Gala Logo T-Shirts
• Foster Mom/Dad T-Shirts
• Greyhound Volunteer Tees
• Hoodie Pullover Sweatshirts
*new*
• Visors *new*
* Zip front hooded sweatshirt
jacket *new*
* 2Hounds Design Martingale
Collars
* Childrens Logo T-Shirts *new*
* Pigment Dyed Embroidered
Field Bags *new*
* GPA-WI Logo Golf Balls
• Screaming Monkeys
• Calendars
• Travel Mugs
• Greyhound Notecards
• Premier collars
• Car Magnets
• And much more....
*We accept credit cards!

G A L A  G R E Y H O U N D  G AT H E R I N G
Saturday, Oct. 13, 2007 • 10 a.m - 4 p.m.

! ! List of Events & Activ it ies ! !
Admission is free so you can spend money on fun stuff! Times & activities subject to change without notice.

2006 Gala Tips
Don’t forget to bring your address
labels for the gigantic bag raffle,
that way you won’t have to sit 

and fill out all those ticket stubs -
more time to shop!

Planning to stay the whole day?
That can be a long time for a 

greyhound (you know how 
much they generally nap!).  We
suggest bringing a blanket and
water or treats so your hound 
can take a break if needed.

ATM machine is on site and
we accept VISA/MASTERCARD.
Now you have no excuse to be 

frugal!  Shop till you drop!
Remember, on all auction items -

bid early, bid high, bid often.  

Let’s make it a buying frenzy! 

After all, it’s for the dogs!

** Please remember that
when attending the
Gala, your dog(s) are
your responsibility.  

You must clean up after
your dog(s) and please

make sure your pet is 
current on all vaccinations.  Thank you!

2007 VENDOR LIST

ACCOMMODATIONS

With some folks traveling quite a
distance to come to this year’s
Gala, we thought we’d offer some
information on where you can
stay overnight with your hound,
so you can relax, stay the whole
day, and enjoy the full Gala event
without rushing home!

Several greyhound families are
staying at:

LAQUINTA in Brookfield on
Friday and Saturday night.
Phone number for LaQuinta is
262-782-9100

There was a block of rooms
reserved for GPA, but you’ll 

definitely want to call and see
what’s still available since we are
getting close on time.  

It couldn’t hurt to ask if there is a
GPA discount, though I believe
you had to book your reservation
prior to September 29th in order
to receive that. Might be worth a
try, though. 

Join your fellow greyhounders at
LaQuinta -- I hear there may also
be some type of informal get-
together for greyhound folks on
Friday evening.  Please check
the Forum for up-to-date and
additional information in the Gala
section, or contact Sheryl Clouse
at saclouse@charter.net.
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In Memory, October - December 2006
Classy Blaski

Bashful Mataya
Fawn Zoellick-Mashuda

Vance Cunningham-Gohr
Sebastian Dallia
Rouster Daroga
Twilite Donatello

Dolly Serdar
Roe Kenealy

Rocky Knuese
Catmandoo Waldmann

CUSTOM
GREYHOUND
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Nancy J. Schaff

W226 S5720 Woodside Ct.
Waukesha, WI 53189

262/548-3979 • 262/548-3982 (Fax)
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www.dogsandtheirpeople.com
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Come visit Nancy’s Booth at the Gala!

These beloved greyhounds have recently
passed over. We’d like to honor them by
publishing their names in our newsletter.
Please let us know if there is a hound who
should be remembered. We hope the list
is always short.

We encourage friends and relatives to
consider a donation to GPA or the Blue
Fund in their hound’s memory. Memorials
are greatly appreciated and will be
acknowledged with a note to the family.

Wow!  What a Year!

The 12th Annual Gala Greyhound
Gathering was an extraordinary
event!  More shopping, more bag raf-
fles, more vendors, more dogs
adopted.  It couldn’t get any better!
At least 400 people and equally as
many hounds piled into the
Waukesha County Expo Center
Arena for a day filled with fun and
excitement.  Almost every single sec-
tion of the Gala raised more funds
this year than any other year prior --
now that’s something!  GPA retail
had some very cool items -- some
that sold out completely because
they were so hot!  Bag raffles were
large in number and required a sec-
ond set be brought out later because
we just didn’t have room to put
everything out at once.  Radar run
was back with a vengeance and the
hounds really enjoyed showing off
their speed!  The vendors has some
very cool items to offer and many
made very substantial donations to
our auctions and raffles. This year, 
the adoption booth was busier than 
ever, and as a result, 14 dogs found
new homes! Way to go people!  You 

are all awesome!  Needless to say,
all the hard work really paid off.  I
think Bob May and Bob Paulus are
still in the conference room counting
money!  (Okay, just kidding on that!)  

We really could not be happier with
the turn out and the support that all
of you brought to the day.  It was a
record breaker on many fronts.  Can
you still see the glow we are all feel-
ing?  I’ve heard a lot of comments
about “Boy, I can’t wait until next
year!” and “I wish we could have the
Gala more than once a year!”  Those
are the best comments to hear, and
believe me with this group of hard
working volunteers, and dedicated
adopters and supporters, I have no
doubt that next year will bring even
more surprises, more fun, more
excitement, and hopefully more dol-
lars to help our ex-racing grey-
hounds find forever homes.

Thank you everyone!  You Rock!

What’s Inside:

• List of Gala Donors 

• Pins4Paws Holiday Special

• Adoptions & Memorials

• Holiday Reminders

• Repeat on easy ways you 
can help

Here are other ways you can
help GPA-WI and the Hounds! 

Helping GPA-WI raise money! We
are increasing our fundraising
efforts so that we can continue to
help any hounds in need. It’s easier
than you think!

✤ Stop by eBay and search for
GPA-WI to find the greyt items we
are auctioning off for the hounds.
Auctions happen often and always
changing!

✤ Ordering flowers?  Order from
GrowerDirect Flowers and get the
freshest flowers while earning

money for the hounds.  
Dial 1-888-321-ROSE 

(888-321-7673)
mention merchant ID 47598.  
Flowers are 100% guaranteed.

✤ Searching the internet?  Use
www.goodsearch.com and specify
GPA-WI as your goodsearch charity
to give us a penny for each search.
It may seem small, but every little
bit helps!

100% of all funds raised by all these meth-
ods goes directly to the hounds!

✤ Talk up your hound to people
you know or meet -- maybe they’ll
want a hound of their very own!

Cover Dog

Lady Rosien
lives in Madison with her grey-

hound siblings Leedo and Walker.

Lady is described by her family as

a real “live wire” and is shown

here with one of her favorite toys.

If you’d like to see your hound grace the
cover of our December newsletter, be

sure to bid on this silent auction item at
the 2007 Gala.  Congratulations, and

thank you to Lady and the Rosien family
for being the winning bidder in 2006!



Pins4Paws is just one 
of the many 

GPA-Wisconsin
fundraising efforts.

All proceeds from 
your purchases and 

special orders of
Pins4Paws 

merchandise go to the
Blue Fund to help our
special needs’ hounds. 

Your purchases and 
special orders are
truly appreciated.
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Greyhound’s Name/Family’s Name
Trooper Brezonick
Bentley (Willie) Churchill
Nola (Flirt) Gallagher
Raze (Taze) Gulbrand
Max (Shaw) Lauber
Iceman Ohme
Casey (Eraser) Peterson
Showpiece Schwandt
Flower (Power) Spaier
Rookie (Power) Spalding
Evanna Soward-Gatford
Lola (Carol) Stuhr
Jog Templin
Jazz Toslek
Diver Waugh
Moose Wilkinson
Ellie (Electric) Zoellick-Mashuda

Pass the
Dip!  

(these families have chipped!)

Tipsy Banks-Spearman
Abe Buencamino
Beretta Caldwell
Browning DeLoncker
Minnie Heise
Lexie (Sheena) Landers
Sadie (Ernie) Liberacki
Gilligan Nichols
Faygan (Oz) O'Toole-Will
Bella Bean (Pro) Peckman
Junior Schini
Bandit (Alan) Stokes

CHEESE
DIP

Couch Potatoes With New Homes 
October – December 2006The following list of 

companies, organizations
and individuals played a
major role in the success of
the 2006 Gala fundraising
efforts.  Without this list of
wonderful donors below, our
event simply could not 
happen.  We have taken
greyt care to prepare this list,
however, if we have inadver-
tently missed someone who
should have been included,
we apologize.  Please let us
know so their names can be
added.  Thank you!

Companies & Organizations
2 Hounds Design
All Hounds Apparel
Almost Home for Hounds
Animart
Arlington Heights Park
District
Big Orange Dog
Birdwell Enterprises
Bleu Dog
Burpdog biscuits
Canidae
Cartuna
Chip & Py's
CIGA
Clay Designs
Clean/Break LLC
Cock a Spring Dog Clothing
Companion Natural Foods
Cottage Hound Designs
Cozy Coats
Designing Health-Missing
Link
Dog Fancies
Dogs and Their People
Drews Variety and Crafts
Duds 4 Buds
Emerald Kennel
Family Dog Center
Farm Yard Dog
Fast Dogs Fast Friends

Fast Jack Speedware
Dianne's Miniatures
Doctors Foster and Smith
Fargo's Mom
Gale Pacific
Garden Greys
General Pet Supply
Georgi's Pet Wear
Gold N Treasures
GPA-Central Florida
GPA-Houston
GPA-Southern Nevada
Grainger Global Sourcing
Grayslake Feed sales Inc
Green Bay Packers
Greyhound Greetings
Greyt Art
Greyt Cards
Greytwear-Imagemakers
Halemar Specialties
Half Price Books
Harley Davidson Motor Co.
HAWS
Heartland Greyhound
Adoption
House of Earl
House of Harley Davidson
J-B Wholesale Pet Supplies
Kenosha news
Keystone Greyhounds
LAX Greys
Long Dog Leather
Lupine
Lynn's Collars
McPets
Midnight Sun Beading
Midwest Greyhound Adoption
Milwaukee Art Museum
Milwaukee Brewers
Milwaukee Bucks
Milwaukee Public Museum
Multipet 
National Greyhound
Association
Needlenose Apparel
Northcoast Greyhounds.Net
Nutro Products Inc.

Panera's
Pampered Pets LaCrosse
Paulus Printing
Pet Chef
Pet Treats Plus
Pet Supply Port
Petco
Petlicious
Petrifying Springs GC
Pleasant Prairie Rec Plex
Port Washington State Bank
Prestige Auto Works
Racing Dog Rescue Project
Renewed Life for
Greyhounds
Rock Your Pets
Smooth FX
Stylish Hounds
Sybaris Romantic Getaways
Treasure Island
TruDesigns
Vandeboom Farm
Voyagers
Voyagers Greyhound Apparel
Watkins
West Allis Sports Cards
Wild Things for Greys
Wiley Publishing

Individuals
Ryan & Kim Bassett
Tina Bennett
Heather & Keith Brandenburg
Brophy Family
Chuck & Kiki Brunelli
Amy Bucher
Laurie Coburn & Joe Ralston
Carla Christman DVM
Muriel Cunningham 

& Matt Gohr
Cindy Dombrowski
Nancy Farris
Kris & Mark Fenlon
Angie & Steve Felsheim
Laura Felzer
Bob & Nancy Fisher
Kathleen Folz
Teresa Forseth
Sue & Tom Fronsee

Leah Gannon
Otto & Eli Ghere
Kris Hanson
Kathy & Paul Harrison
The Harrison Family
Wendy Hecht
Patti & Fred Hessen
Laura Hinze
Kathy Hoynes
Lynn Iker
Ginny Johnson
Cheryl Johnson
Wendie Johnson
Kim & Bruce Jones
Terry Kozuk & Bob May
Keri Kramer
Kathy Liberacki
Kay & Scott Manion
Donna & Todd Martin
Deb & Bob Mazanec
Becky McCracken DVM
Jeanne McGee
Pam & Rich McManus
Vicki Menard
Bob & Nancy Odell
Lindsay Otis
Ellen & Bob Paulus
Terri & Hal Portee
Tonia Powers
Sheila Robinson
Gail Saler
Laura Schmidt
Ellen Schneiderman
Mary Sebben
Amanda & Steve Smith
Liz Snyder & Rex Davenport
Jeremy & Krista Spalding
Jodi Stahmer
Judy Stevens
Carol Strovers
Tisha Templin
Katie Traxel
Cindy Victor
Keely Welton
Brent & Lorie Wesolek
Penny & Eric Wick
Shawn Winkler
Tonya Winkler

A Greyt Debt of Gratitude -

Terri & Hal Portee
6917 27th Avenue
Kenosha, WI 53143
Phone: (262) 657-4911
E-mail: terri@portee.net

Charm Pins
$5 Each or 4 for $18

(incl. S&H via USPS)

Ordering is as easy as 1-2-3

Choose your --
1. Style - Greyhound, Generic Pet, Holiday
2. Pin - Goldtone or Silvertone
3. Beads - Pink, Blue, Clear, Green, White, Red, etc.

Send us an email with your preferred style, pin 
and bead color and we’ll take care of the rest!

Charm Pins 
make Greyt 
Stocking 

Stuffers! 

Holiday Reminders!
The holidays are upon us, and its a

good time to remember that there are
many holiday things that can be 

dangerous to your hounds.

1) Many holiday plants are toxic or can
make your dog very sick, including
mistletoe and poinsettias.
Keep these plants out of reach.

2) Holiday treats such as chocolate are
abundant in many homes, and
should be out of reach also.

3) Visitors might not know your dog
cannot be out of the house off leash.
Be sure doors or dogs are secure
before guests come and go.

4) The holidays can be overwhelming
for many of us, including our hounds.
If you have a lot of people coming
over, or there is a lot of commotion,
make sure your hound has a quiet
place to escape to if they need a
break from the action.
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In Memory, July - October 2006
Willie Banks-Spearman
Wave Banks-Spearman
Rosebud Baux-Jeske

Dessie Kammer-Wozniczka
Jack Kozuk-May
Minnie Marino
Abby Marsolek

Donna Noe
My Cup of Tea Rupprecht

Desi Schweiss
Sophie Stokes

Bugsy Stuntebeck
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Come visit Nancy’s Booth at the Gala!

These beloved greyhounds have recently
passed over. We’d like to honor them by
publishing their names in our newsletter.
Please let us know if there is a hound who
should be remembered. We hope the list
is always short.

We encourage friends and relatives to
consider a donation to GPA or the Blue
Fund in their hound’s memory. Memorials
are greatly appreciated and will be
acknowledged with a note to the family.

It’s time to Gala!

The 12th Annual Gala Greyhound
Gathering will once again be held at
the Waukesha County Expo Center
Arena.  Hundreds of greyhounds and
greyhound lovers will descend upon
the arena to support Greyhound Pets
of America-Wisconsin by purchasing
raffle tickets, buying GPA apparel
and supporting our vendors.  A listing
of some of the activities we have
scheduled for the day is on the next
page.  Times on this list are subject
to change, so be sure to grab a
schedule of events at our registration
table on the day of the Gala which
will give final times and locations
within the arena.

While each year, we are excited
about this event, for 2006, we have

some exciting new additions to the
day -- the Clock Your Dog booth
has returned from some years of hia-
tus.  Think your dog is fast?  Test
their running skills in this booth to
find out for sure!  Also new this year
is our mid-day Fashion Show!
Some of our available hounds and
loyal supporters will be on hand to
demonstrate how fabulous  they look
in our GPA apparrel and other items
available or donated by our gener-
ous vendors. 

We also have a new addition to the
Blue Fund Booth. While we are still
selling bandannas (now known as
Gr8Neckware!)  to raise funds for
medical needs dogs, this year we are
also offering Pins4Paws jewelry!
Stop over to see all the ways to
adorn yourself and your hound while
helping out the broken leg dogs.

As in years past, all well-mannered
greyhounds and other canine sib-
lings are welcome at the event, how-
ever, please remember that not all
greyhounds are familiar with small
dogs. It is your responsibility to han-
dle your greyhound or other dog

appropriately to make this a safe and
fun event for everyone.  

Please use caution during dog
interaction, and keep your dog on
leash and under your control at all
times.

This year’s very cool Gala design
was created by Anne Huss!  Thank
you, Anne! This fabulous logo will be
featured on our 2006 Gala t-shirts in
some new fashion colors!  Don’t
delay -- make a bee-line to the GPA
retail booth to get your very own
Gala tee to show your GPA pride!

We also want to give honorable men-
tion to Deb Generotzky who
designed our runner up logo “Did
You Hear?” You may have seen the
dog whispering in the other dog’s ear
on our pre-Gala flyers.

Thanks to all the people who submit-
ted designs this year.  We had a lot
of really good ones to pick from,
making it difficult to choose a winner.
Greyt job to all our artists!

And now...........Let’s Go Gala!

DIRECTIONS: From I-94,
exit Hwy J South (exit 294)
in Waukesha.  South on J to
Northview Road, then west
(right) to the Expo Center
Arena (big dome).

What’s Inside:

• Gala Schedule, Tips & Tricks
Accommodations, Vendors

• Adoptions & Memorials

• More ways to help hounds!

Here are other ways you can
help GPA-WI and the Hounds! 

Helping GPA-WI raise money! We
are increasing our fundraising
efforts so that we can continue to
help any hounds in need. It’s easier
than you think!

✤ Stop by eBay and search for
GPA-WI to find the greyt items we
are auctioning off for the hounds.
Auctions happen often and always
changing!

✤ Ordering flowers?  Order from
GrowerDirect Flowers and get the
freshest flowers while earning

money for the hounds.  
Dial 1-888-321-ROSE 

(888-321-7673)
mention merchant ID 47598.  
Flowers are 100% guaranteed.

✤ Searching the internet?  Use
www.goodsearch.com and specify
GPA-WI as your goodsearch charity
to give us a penny for each search.
It may seem small, but every little
bit helps!

100% of all funds raised by all these meth-
ods goes directly to the hounds!

✤ Talk up your hound to people
you know or meet -- maybe they’ll
want a hound of their very own!



BLESSING OF THE HOUNDS
11:00 a.m. 

GROUP ROO
immediately following the blessing

BAG RAFFLES
12:00, 2:00 & 3:45 p.m.

Buy your tickets and drop them in the bags in front of
the gift package you’d like to win.  We draw the 

winning tickets at the times listed above, you take
home the loot!  We have some really awesome items
this year, including more guy stuff, greyt jewelry  and

very cool dog items!  You’ll want to buy a ton of tickets

FASHION SHOW - NEW FOR 2006
12:30 p.m.

Come see our available hounds and trend setting
adopters in the new fashions available at GPA Retail

or through our generous vendors.

LIVE AUCTION at 1:00 p.m.
Some of our most interesting and valuable items 

are up for grabs.  Be the highest bidder and 
be the envy of other Gala-goers.  

Featured items: PACKERS TICKETS,
MILWAUKEE BUCKS TICKETS, original artwork, 

bronze life-size greyhound statue, & other greyt items!

SILENT AUCTION
Closes at 3:00 p.m.

Keep your eye on these wonderful prizes and be sure
to out-bid your competition!  We’ve got jewelry, sports
memorabilia, collectible dolls, artwork, tools & more...

BIG CASH RAFFLE - 3:30 p.m.
It’s not too late to purchase those raffle tickets!  If you
received your raffle tickets in the mail, but didn’t send
them back, bring the stubs and payment with you on
the day of the Gala!  Or purchase more tickets once

you get to the event!  Our ticket booth will be open up
until the time of the drawing.   You need not be pres-
ent to win (but we do need the stubs to contact you!) 

NAIL TRIMMING
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Buy a voucher where raffle tickets are sold and sign
up for your time slot to have a puppy pedicure!

Nail trim cost is $10.

GREYHOUND GAMES &
COSTUME CONTEST

Games throughout the day
Costume Contest at 2:30 p.m. 

Does your greyhound like to dress up?  Enter your
pup in the Costume Contest!  There are sure to be
some little angels and devils in the crowd! Other 

contests include: Longest Tail, Longest Muzzle, Tallest
GH, Shortest GH, Godzilla Game, and the Oldest
Greyhound at the Gala!  Special events on stage
include the Costume Contest, Best Trick & Twins!

ADOPTION BOOTH
Have you been scouting the web site for a new

family addition?  Adding a second greyhound can
happen in the blink of an eye if you fall in love

with one of our available hounds.  Dogs available
for adoption will be noted by their gold bandannas!

BLUE FUND BOOTH
Gr8Neckware & Pins4paws

2 generous supporters of GPA have donated all the
bandannas and all the pins for this booth.  Proceeds
go toward fixing our injured or special medical needs
hounds. Stop by to say hello and make a purchase.

MASSAGE THERAPY
FOR CANINES

Would your dog like a few minutes of relaxation during
all the Gala hub-bub?  Come on over for a 5, 10 or 15

minute massage. Your dog will love it!

PET PHOTOGRAPHY
Have you always wanted a professional looking photo
of your greyhound?  Now is your chance!  Whether its

Classic & Pristine or even a 
Glamour Queen, this booth was a huge favorite at last

year’s Gala festivities.  Buy a voucher where raffle
tickets are sold and sign up for your time slot to put

your pup in print!
Cost for these elegant photos is $30.

FACE PAINTING
New this year, to keep the little ones (or kids at heart)

busy by painting a gorgeous hound on their face!

CLOCK YOUR DOG
See how fast your hound is with an official radar reading!

• Couch Potato Press • September 2006 • • Couch Potato Press • October 2006 •

Beautiful Beaded Collars
Canine Cast Covers
Greyhound Face Painting
Companion Natural Pet Foods
Dogs & Their People 
Fast Jack
GPA-WI Retail
Gr8Neckware (Blue Fund)
Grey Oaks Photography
Kathleen Folz Canine Massage
Teaching Dogs LLC
Long Neck Deco
Lynn’s Collars
Midwest GH Adoption
Petlicious Pet Bakery
Pins4Paws (Blue Fund)
Retired Greyhound Athletes
Rock Your Pets
Steve Wirth, Artist
Voyagers GH Apparel

• GPA RRETAIL •
GPA Retail will be offering 
several new and exciting items
this year!  Save up your $$$ to 
purchase these items that are
just too good to pass up!*

• Gala Logo T-Shirts  
• Foster Mom/Dad T-Shirts
• Greyhound Volunteer Tees
• Sweatshirts  
• Embroidered caps  
• Fleece Vests & Pull Overs
• Screaming Monkeys
• Calendars
• Travel Mugs
• Greyhound Notecards  
• Premier collars
• Car Magnets 
• Books  
• Discount Corner Items 
• And much more....

*We accept credit cards!

Greyhound’s Name/Family’s Name

Jet (Gallup) Baade
Penny Bell
Po-Boy (Cat Man Dew) Beres
Bailey (Kyle) Buencamino
Trillian (Bonnie) Christens
Corky Cunningham
Share DuRocher
Tracy Fuchs
Nola (Flirt) Gallagher
Shakey Gruenhagen
Mia Holter
Daisy Johnson
Fancy Johnson
Kiki Johnson
Paddy Maier
Misty Marcisz
Otto (Bravo) Mazepa
Takoda (Celery) O'Toole-Will
Bo Peckham
Winnie Rawson
Suzy Riley
Tucker Schmidt
Eddie Sey
Ruthie Vanne
Anfay (Steve) Zhang

Pass the Dip!
(these families have chipped!)

Sorti Ahlquist-Jakoubek
Comet (Kimmie) Connor
Buford (Wizard) Hanson

Fire Meise
Mouse Resan

CHEESE
DIP

Couch Potatoes 
With New Homes
July – October 2006

GGAALLAA GGRREEYYHHOOUUNNDD GGAATTHHEERRIINNGG
Saturday, Oct. 14, 2006 • 10 a.m - 4 p.m.

★ ★ List of Events & Activ it ies ★ ★
Admission is free so you can spend money on fun stuff! 

Times & activities subject to change without notice.

2006 Gala Tips
Don’t forget to bring your address
labels for the gigantic bag raffle,
that way you won’t have to sit 

and fill out all those ticket stubs -
more time to shop!

Planning to stay the whole day?
That can be a long time for a 

greyhound (you know how 
much they generally nap!).  We
suggest bringing a blanket and
water or treats so your hound 
can take a break if needed.

ATM machine is on site and
we accept VISA/MASTERCARD.
Now you have no excuse to be 

frugal!  Shop till you drop!
Remember, on all auction items -

bid early, bid high, bid often.  

Let’s make it a buying frenzy! 

After all, it’s for the dogs!

Would you like to help out at this

year’s Gala? Help set up or clean

up?  Work in a booth?  

We could still use a few more

helpers on the day of the Gala to

make sure all the shifts are covered.

If you think you might be able to

work a one hour shift, please call 

Ellen Paulus at 262-284-4934 or 

email: pauprint@execpc.com

** Please remember that
when attending the
Gala, your dog(s) are
your responsibility.  

You must clean up after
your dog(s) and please

make sure your pet is 
current on all vaccinations.  Thank you!

2006 VENDOR LIST

ACCOMMODATIONS

With some folks traveling quite a
distance to come to this year’s
Gala, we thought we’d offer some
information on where you can
stay overnight with your hound,
so you can relax, stay the whole
day, and enjoy the full Gala event
without rushing home!

Several greyhound families are
staying at:

LAQUINTA in Brookfield on
Friday and Saturday night.
Phone number for LaQuinta is
262-782-9100

There was a block of rooms
reserved for GPA, but you’ll 

definitely want to call and see
what’s still available since we are
getting close on time.  

It couldn’t hurt to ask if there is a
GPA discount, though I believe
you had to book your reservation
prior to September 29th in order
to receive that. Might be worth a
try, though. 

Join your fellow greyhounders at
LaQuinta -- I hear there may also
be some type of informal get-
together for greyhound folks on
Friday evening.  Please check
the Forum for up-to-date and
additional information in the Gala
section, or contact Sheryl Clouse
at saclouse@charter.net.
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What’s Inside:
• Mickey Goes to School

• Bonus Turns 10

• Proper Identification

• Adoptions & Memorials

Couch Potato Press
is a quarterly publication of Greyhound
Pets of America-Wisconsin, a non-profit
organization dedicated to placing 
ex-racing greyhounds in loving homes 
as pets.  It is designed and edited by 
Ellen Paulus, and includes many 
contributors and volunteers.  
Please direct any correspondence, 
address changes or donations to:

GPA-Wisconsin
Post Office Box 2115
Madison, WI 53701-2115

Thank you to Paulus Printing for 
donating the printing of this newsletter.  
To reach Paulus Printing call 262-284-4934 
or email pauprint@execpc.com

In Memory, March 2006 - July 2006
Saka Braithwaite

Bugsy DeNotto

Wanda Grossman

Katie Z Harrison

Ruthie Palubinski

Shera Pemper

Rocky Pezzi

Joe Powers

Looney Reed

Princess Snyder-Davenport

Mason Schiferl

Tom Schiferl

Misty Schmidt

Hurricane Schulter

Greycie Stahmer

CUSTOM
GREYHOUND

COATS
Nancy J. Schaff

W226 S5720 Woodside Ct.
Waukesha, WI 53189

262/548-3979 • 262/548-3982 (Fax)
Email: njschaff@wi.rr.com

www.dogsandtheirpeople.com
www.dogcoats.com

Come visit Nancy’s Booth at the Gala!

These beloved greyhounds have
recently passed over. We’d like to
honor them by publishing their names
in our newsletter. Please let us know
if there is a hound who should be
remembered. We hope the list is
always short.

We encourage friends and relatives
to consider a donation to GPA or the
Blue Fund in their hound’s memory.
Memorials are greatly appreciated
and will be acknowledged with a note
to the family.

Mark Your Calendar!  
12th Annual Gala

Greyhound Gathering
October 14th, 2006!

at the Waukesha County Expo Center Arena
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. ~ Details in our Sept. issue

For the past five years, GPA-WI
has been hosting a logo contest for
the upcoming Gala Greyhound
Gathering.  This logo serves as our
artwork for the year and is used for
promotional items and other retail
merchandise sold at the Gala.  You
can participate in the logo contest
and show off your artistic skills by
submitting your logo design for our
contest.  Your design could be used
on our t-shirts, caps, cups and
other printed materials.

Designs must include, but are not
limited to, the following elements:

1) GPA-Wisconsin or Greyhound
Pets of America-Wisconsin

2) 12th Annual Gala Greyhound
Gathering

3) www.gpawisconsin.org

The date of the Gala, October 14th,
2006 may also be included if the
designer wishes to do so.  Other
elements are left up to the artist.
The design must be suitable for
printing on Gala merchandise.  

5TH ANNUAL GALA
LOGO CONTEST!

THE GALA IS
APPROACHING!

The preferred format for submission
would be a digital file in a high quali-
ty format, however, a black and
white hard copy drawing is also
acceptable.

Please submit your entry no later
than August 15th, 2006 to 
Cindy Dombrowski at
cdombrowski@charter.net 
or mail your hard copy submission
to Cindy at: 310 Kent Lane, #203,
Madison, WI 53713.  The winner will
receive a free t-shirt, mention in the
newsletter, and GPA-Wisconsin’s
undying gratitude.

Would you like to see your beautiful
hound grace the cover of our newsletter?  

Look for this item on our silent auction 
table at this year’s Gala.  If you are the

top bidder, a favorite photo of your
hound could be placed here!  

Last issue’s cover dog was COHEN.  
His family was the winning silent 
auction bidder at the 2005 Gala.

GREYCIE

Only 77 more days until the 
12th Annual Gala Greyhound
Gathering on October 14th!

Are you saving up your extra cash?
Clearing space on your credit card?
Are you planning the winning
Halloween Costume for your
hound?  Teaching your dog to roo so
they can join the group?  Gathering
donations from local businesses?
Plotting how many raffle tickets to
buy and sell?

This year’s Gala will prove to be the
best yet!  We’ve got plenty of your
favorite vendors returning and a few
new ones, too.  Some really cool raf-
fle and auction items are starting to
flow in.  

But we need your help!  Can you
work a shift at one of the booths?
Donate an item for the auction?
Please contact your adoption rep or
meet & greet coordinator to volun-
teer. Or send a message to the
Editor at pauprint@execpc.com or
call 262-284-4934 to be referred to
the appropriate coordinator.

KT Dog Training 
& KT Pet Services

Nancy L. Kohl

Positive Approach Dog Training
Indoor Group Training

Personal Training
Behavior Consultants

Dog Daycare & Cageless Boarding

414-357-3249 or 414-333-7131
ktpetservices@sbcglobal.net

Do you have a business or product you’d like
to market to our readers?  Our mailing list
reaches over 1,000 greyhound enthusiasts!

Would you like to place a “Happy Ad” to 
celebrate your dog’s birthday or other special
occasion? 

For a nominal fee of $25,* you can rent this
space!  Contact the Editor for availability at
pauprint@execpc.com, or call 262-284-4934.

*All ad space proceeds help defray the cost of mailing
this newsletter.  Ads must be appropriate for our audience
and will be subject to the discretion of our Editor.
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Greyhound’s Name/Family’s Name

Ref Doers
Eve Eddy
Ziggy (Cutie) Fearing
Sadie (GoGo) Garnett
Magoo Hernandez
Apollo Howard
Emma (Stingray) Landers
Chloe (Cindy) Ligman
Pete Meek
Missy (Sissy) Meinke
Barron Miller
Laddie Musbach
Ghost Musikantow
Bogey (Oregano) Peterson
Teddy Peterson
Frazier (Ethan) Rebhahn
Bones Schweiss
Dane Sebben
Oscar Stevens
Sadie (Squirt) Teuscher
Bill Topp
Roses Torres
Tyra Weckwerth
Bambi Wetherington
Jaxon (Jumper) Wienkes
Kaboom Zueck

PASS
THE

DIP! 
These families have chipped!

Montana Aberle
Zenith Alf
Sammy Guss
Angel Harrison
Uma (Angela) Kaufmann
Gabe Pezzi
Dugan Schulkers
Duke Smith
Babe Snyder-Davenport
Sam (Gainer) Teuscher
Toby Weckwerth
Ralph Wetherington
Bows Winkler
Adin Zueck

Congratulations to these
greyhounds and their
families for starting their
new lives together!
Cheers!

Mickey was invited to Show & Tell in
February at my grandson's kinder-
garten class in Watertown, WI.  We
came dressed in our coat because it
was cold outside that day.  They
thought he was so cute all dressed
up.  Mickey was a little nervous but
did a fine job with the kids. He has
never been around 17 kids in one
room before. The children really
liked seeing a retired racer from the
track. Most kids have never seen a

Greyhound before.  They had lots of
questions about the dogs and their
life on the track.  I explained they
live in cages and eat high protein
food that ruins their teeth.  We
talked about fostering a dog and
teaching them to go up and down
stairs, find out if they are child and
small animal safe.  They wanted to
know how Mickey broke his tail,
which I couldn't answer for them.
But I did show them how long it
should be. I explained that the
hounds can run as fast as 40-45
mph and said "when you are in the
car with your parents have them
show you how fast that is".  We also
talked about keeping them on a
lease or in a fenced in yard and
those were the rules. 5 and 6 year
olds are a riot, they think of things
we don't.  While we were there he
got white dandruff on his coat.  I told
them he is nervous and when we go
home that will all disappear.  That
also boggled them.

Mickey got lots of hugs and my
grandson Skyler was very happy we
came. I was so proud of Mickey and
his excellent behavior. I found
Mickey on the adoption link on the
GPA website in 2003 and he called
to me, "take me home, take me
home". I had to have him.  

Mickey and I had a great time and he
was such a good dog. My little Mickey
is so sweet, I love him so much.

Mickey Goes to School ................by Julie Heise, Rusty & Mickey's Mom, Watertown, WI

Bonus Turns 10!
by Kathleen Folz, Bonus & Molly Crackers Mom, Milwaukee, WI

Mickey gets a hug from a kindergarten classmate

Bonus Folz really knows how
to throw a party!  A party for
his greyhound friends, that is!

Celebration of his 10th birth-
day was cause for the party
hosted by Kathleen, Daniel
and Molly Crackers Folz.
Greyhound guests dined on 
a variety of canine cookies,
liver cake and pupsicles.
Humans had their own cake
and snacks, of course.
Activities included bobbing 
for hot dogs, paw painting
and a dip in the pool following a
walk along Milwaukee’s lovely
Washington Boulevard.  Each 
greyhound received a birthday 
bandanna and a bag of treats.

Bonus is greytful to his guests for

their donations of over $75.00 which
have been given to GPA-Wisconsin!

Want to throw a party for your
hound?  Keep your eyes open at
this year’s Gala fora raffle package
containing everything you need to
have a “GREYT CELEBRATION!”

SHARE YOUR IDEAS
Do you have an idea for a story or
article?  Is there some topic you
would like to see discussed in this
newsletter?  Share your ideas with
our staff so we can consider pub-
lishing it in this periodical.  This
newsletter, after all, is for you, so
your input is welcome.

Please send ideas to our Editor at
pauprint@execpc.com or through
the webmaster@gpawisconsin.org.
Your ideas will be considered for
upcoming issues as space allows.

HERE’S WHAT’S ON DECK:

September Issue - ALL GALA!
December Issue -
Communication Between You &
Your Hound -- Are you sending
appropriate signals?  Are you 
correctly interpreting your dog’s body
language? Find out in our Dec. issue

Couch Potatoes with New Homes
March 2006 - July 2006

CHEESE
DIP

Is your dog wearing proper identifi-
cation?  Have you been meaning to
get a tag, but just haven’t gotten
around to doing it yet?  

This spring and summer, we have
been shocked at the number  of
calls received about loose grey-
hounds picked up by neighbors or
good samaritans who were not
wearing the proper identification.  
I can think of at least a dozen calls,
several for the same dog on two 
separate occasions!  We all know 
accidents happen, and sometimes,
inadvertently, a dog can get loose, but
there is no reason your dog shouldn’t
have proper I.D. listing his home
address and phone number.

Most of the dogs that were found
had only their GPA I.D. tag (for
which we are very  grateful). With no
identification of where the dog lives
or owner is, people are left to call
the GPA numbers, which is an extra
step in getting the dog returned
safely.  In a couple cases, the dog
wasn’t even wearing a collar! I don’t
need to tell you how alarming that is!

Please get an I.D. tag for your dog if
you don’t all ready have one.  Your
adoption folder should have had a
pre-paid postcard to order a tag. All
you have to do is fill it out.  It can’t
get any easier than that.  Pet stores
and big box stores have machines
that will make a tag for as little as 
$5 while you wait.  Believe me, it’s
money well spent and could save
your dog’s life.  Do it TODAY!

Just as a reminder -- never put tags
on the “D” ring where you hook the
leash.  That tightens your dog’s 
collar and could present a choking
hazard if the tag were to get caught
anywhere.  Be safe, and give your
dog proper I.D. - it’s important!

LOOSE DOG! CAN
I SEE YOUR I.D.?

~ UPCOMING EVENTS ~
Petco Round Up Days

July 23-August 13
When making a purchase, round up to the
nearest dollar.  All proceeds will be divided
among the participating adoption groups!

Washington Park Dog Days
Milwaukee

August 4th from 12 to 4 p.m.

Bark in the Park
Coulee Region (LaCrosse area)

August 12th

Midwest Greyhound Reunion
Island Park, Illinois

September 9th

Prairie Beach Reunion
Altoona, Iowa

September 15-17

Dewey Beach Reunion
Dewey Beach, Delaware

October 6-9

GALA GREYHOUND GATHERING
(best event ever!)  10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Waukesha County Expo Center
October 14th, 2006

For more information on these events,
check out our Events Calendar page on

the Forum at www.gpawisconsin.org
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Couch Potato Press
is a quarterly publication of Greyhound
Pets of America-Wisconsin, a non-profit
organization dedicated to placing 
ex-racing greyhounds in loving homes 
as pets.  It is designed and edited by 
Ellen Paulus, and includes many 
contributors and volunteers.  
Please direct any correspondence, 
address changes or donations to:

GPA-Wisconsin
Post Office Box 2115
Madison, WI 53701-2115

Thank you to Paulus Printing for 
generously donating the printing of this
newsletter.  To reach Paulus Printing call 
262-284-4934 or email pauprint@execpc.com

In Memory, September 2005 - March 2006

Freedom
Island
Price

Markee Brown
CJ Demetropoulos

Shemp Gardner
Zack Grossman

Tola Helphingstine
Bella Lott

Badger Ludwig

Shorty McCracken
Haddie McFaddie

Maggie Powell
Pee Jay Schell
Rose Schmidt
Max Sebben

Peggy Sue Sharp
Dougie Shope
Bo TenHoven

Mr. Spirit Topp CUSTOM
GREYHOUND

COATS
Nancy J. Schaff

W226 S5720 Woodside Ct.
Waukesha, WI 53189

262/548-3979 • 262/548-3982 (Fax)
Email: njschaff@wi.rr.com

www.dogsandtheirpeople.com
www.dogcoats.com

Come visit Nancy’s Booth at the Gala!

These beloved greyhounds have recently passed over. We’d like to
honor them by publishing their names in our newsletter. Please let us
know if there is a hound who should be remembered. We hope the list is
always short.

We encourage friends and relatives to consider a donation to GPA or
the Blue Fund in their hound’s memory. Memorials are greatly appreci-
ated and will be acknowledged with a note to the family.

COHEN

H H COVER DOG  H H

Our cover dog, Cohen, 
was adopted by the Allen family
in 2004.  He enjoys life with his

two greyhound sisters, 
Angel and Sally.

*If you’d like to see your beautiful hound grace
the cover of our newsletter, be sure to bid on
this silent auction item at the Gala in 2006!

ANNUAL MADISON
AREA HEARTWORM

TESTING CLINIC

Heartworm disease is one of the
most preventable illnesses our
dogs can contract.  It is spread
via the mosquito and without
prevention can result in adult
worms that mature and migrate
to the heart where they cause a
wide variety of complications,
including death.  GPA-WI recom-
mends that you have your pet
tested for Heartworm disease
once per year, in the spring and
use a monthly heartworm 
preventative.

As a courtesy to GPA-WI
adopters, a Madison area 
veterinarian has offered to host a
Heartworm Clinic.  The clinic has
been scheduled for April 15, 2006
- 1pm until 4pm.  Please call for
an appointment but walk-ins are
also welcome.  This visit should
not replace an annual visit to
your regular veterinarian for a
full health check-up.  Re-vaccina-
tion is also being offered but
please remember to bring your
pet's vaccine history for the vet-
erinarian to review.  

Costs are as follows:
Heartworm Test - $25 (includes
testing for ehrlichia and lymes)
Distemper Vaccine - $14

Rabies Vaccine - $14
Lymes Vaccine - $18
Bordetella Vaccine - $14

Date: April 15, 2006
Time: 1 to 4 pm
Healthy Pet Veterinary Clinic
1440 E Washington Ave
Madison, WI
Ph: 608-294-9494

GENEVA LAKES WRAP UP

Well, the Geneva Lakes track 
closing is officially completed.

The last 9 dogs that were at the
track adoption center were

brought into the GPA program in
the last two weeks.  The track
building and property have a 

new owner, and though we
weren’t sure we could do it, with
the help of dedicated volunteers
and supporters, we were able to

adopt out approximately 100 dogs
since the closing was announced.
Hundreds more were transported

to groups in the midwest and
some across the country.  Most 

are now enjoying retirement on a
couch with a family to love them.  

A special thank you to Emerald
Kennel and Rose Run Kennel for

providing extra space to house
dogs.  Thank you to the volunteers

who talked up greyhound adop-
tion, the new adoption reps  and

foster homes who took on extra
responsibility, the people helped

shuttle or walk dogs, our cat
testers, and those of you who

donated money or supplies to the
effort.  We truly have a lot to be

proud of, and while its impossible
to name all the people who 

dedicated enormous amounts of
time and energy to getting this 
job completed, a huge debt of

gratitude goes out to Cindy
Dombrowski for spear-heading

the effort and making sure each
dog was accounted for.

Do you need boarding for your
dog? Are you looking for a good
veterinarian in your area?
Consider one of these locally
owned businesses that support
greyhound adoption.  Tell them
you appreciate their support of
GPA-Wisconsin.

Emerald Kennel
Burlington, WI
Ph: 262-537-4164

Healthy Pet Vet Clinic
Madison, WI
Ph: 608-294-9494

Rose Run Kennel
Cottage Grove, WI
Ph: 608-839-3411

Westosha Veterinary Hospital
Salem, WI
Ph: 262-843-4271



Couch Potato Press • April 2006 Couch Potato Press • April 2006

Greyhound’s Name/Family’s Name

Pippa (Camry) Alvarado
Inca Arroyo
Enterprise Beier
Tami Bertram
Lapis (Donna) Birk
Tippman Bitterman
Allie (Emily) Bormann
Charlie (Chato) Boutin
Cassie (Ginny) Brophy-Prieur
Gracie (Connie) Byczek
Holly Caldwell
Stewie (Lil Hoss) Capper
Wendy Crary

Candy Daffinson
Keller (Keeper) Davey
Sugar Davis
Coffee Detter

Hold Onto Your
Hats People - this

list is HUGE!

Couch Potatoes 
With New Homes
September 2005
- March 2006

Once again GPA Wisconsin
was blessed with great weath-
er, fabulous attendance and
amazing vendors for our 11th
annual Gala Greyhound
Gathering. October 15th was
not only the Official Greyhound
Day, as proclaimed by Gov.
Doyle, it was a great day for all
of GPA's adopters, admirers,
volunteers and supporters. All
of us can't thank ALL of you
enough for your continued
support and participation in the
Gala. It is a ton of work, with an
estimated 2,500 man hours,
going into the preparation and
execution of our only fundrais-
er.  But you make it all worth-
while. This year with the added
pressure of the Geneva Lakes
track closing, GPA-WI really
needed your help, and we got
it. This year's Gala was the
biggest yet and GPA-WI need-
ed your support more than ever.

Each year the Gala grows.
Each year the volunteers work
harder. Each year more ven-
dors want to participate, more
adopters attend, more dona-
tions roll in. Frankly, it amazes
me from year to year that an all
volunteer group is able to pull
off such a huge event. Thank
you to all of the volunteers,
vendors, shoppers, buyers and
bidders. Thank you for buying
more raffle tickets than you
intended, bidding higher on
that auction item and purchas-
ing one more t-shirt from GPA.
It all goes to the dogs and they
continue to need your support.

GPA has taken more than 100
dogs from the Geneva Lakes
closing.  These dogs all have
been serviced by our program
via boarding, vet services, and
adoption supplies to help them
get settled into new homes.
With your support and dedica-
tion, we can be proud of what
we’ve accomplished.  We could
not have done it without your
help -- THANK YOU!

Many more dogs are now wait-
ing for us to take them from
Dairyland.  Each dog coming
into our program costs us an
average of $500+.  It doesn’t
take a math wizard to figure
out that our $200 adoption fee
doesn’t cover our costs.  Our
group survives on donations
from our adopters and loyal
supporters.

Please consider making a tax
deductible donation to GPA-
Wisconsin to assist with the
exorbitant costs we incurred as
a result of the Geneva Lakes
closing. Your money helps
dogs!  We can accept checks, or
if you prefer to use PayPal or
credit card, please see our
website for upcoming informa-
tion on how to donate using
these convenient services.  

Please send your donation in
any amount to:

Bob May
Treasurer: GPA-Wisconsin
15320 W. 21 st. 
Wadsworth, IL 60083

GALA WRAP-UP by Ellen Schneiderman with additions by Ellen Paulus Allie (Spyder) Curley
Jog Diaz
Prada Eberle
Blossom Eide
Nickel Eshleman
Bennett (Whitey) Evenson
Rain Friedrichsen
Rooster Garn
Sand Man Garvin
Rose Gonkee
Ida Guenther
Wendee Haverick
Lucy (Bonnie) Heilmann
Romeo Hicke
Butler Janik
Nadia Jensen
Jack Kamenick
Ari (Scam) Kaufmann
Bella (Bambi) Kavanagh-

Rivera
Gazer Ketter
Ann Konrad
Quiver Kramer
Meb (Cache) Laga
Holly Lappley
Ginger (Chatty) Laughlin
Zoe (Daisy) Lavann
Bear Lefebvre
Rhea Luso
Jolee Matel
Bradley McArthur
Stormy McCarty
Social McVey
Bucky Menard
Uleasha Meise
Gypsy (Cindy) Mills
Chief Muehr
Puddin Nauman
Moka (Snoopy) Nederhiser
Dario (Donny) Nichols
Bandit (Lafayette) Nikolic

Trisket O'Connor
Tuff Opperman
Rehha Otwaska
Cosmo (Starky) Paynter
Darla Pengra
BB (Bubbles) Phillips
Copper Pocernich
Ringo Pray
Belle Puls
Thumper Raabe
Buckeye Reed
Nixie (Beauty) Resan
Lexy (Freda) Ross
George Schweitzer
Dodge (Tom) Smith

Lily (Peaches) Smith
Obie Staufiger
Jasmine Ten Hoven
Cindy Vosberg
Rumble Watson
Poncho Wescott
Jack Weyenberg
Bellagio Williams
Smiley Wodehouse

PASS THE
DIP!  

These families have
chipped!

Roz Andrews
Boomer Brophy-Prieur
Zippy Clouse

Molly Cracker Folz
Simon Fortkamp
Dillon Frank
Pattie Gregory
Zippy Hecht
Boom (Goody) Heiking
Anubis (Nick) Jones
Sam (Daniel) Kwitek
Ruben Losenegger-McVicar
Broody (Bud) Marnocha
Penny Michalets
Twister Millard
Moonshine Morton
Kava Owens
Reba Pengra
Super Polkow
Curly Portee
Leedo Rosein
Scotty Schmidt
Tory (Verde) Schmidt
Rocky Tangen
Kiki Waldman
Disco Wesolek

As you can see, GPA-
WI has been very busy
in the last 6 months!
Due to the enormous
number of dogs, we
may have inadvertent-
ly missed the name of
a dog who should be
on this list. Please alert
your adoption rep so
that your dog can be
included in the next
issue.

CHEESE
DIP

Mark Your Calendar!  
12th Annual Gala Greyhound

Gathering - Oct. 14th, 2006!



Dog Accessories

Telephone
312.933.7325

Website
www.snobhounds.com
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These beloved greyhounds have
recently passed over. We’d like to
honor them by publishing their
names in our newsletter. Please let
us know if there is a hound who
should be remembered. We hope
the list is always short.

We encourage friends and 
relatives to consider a donation 
to GPA or the Blue Fund in their
hound’s memory. Memorials are
greatly appreciated and will be
acknowledged in our newsletter.      

Sophie Donatello

Vinnie Dretzka

Romp Kerl

Bugsey May

CUSTOM
GREYHOUND

COATS

Mark Your Calendar:

OCTOBER 18TH, 2003
9TH ANNUAL GALA
GREYHOUND GATHERING
at the Waukesha County
Expo Center.

What’s Inside:
• Top New Dry Dog Foods

(A reprinted article from
Whole Dog Journal)

• Adoptions & Memorials

In Memory, March - May 2003 Couch Potato Press
is a quarterly publication of Greyhound
Pets of America-Wisconsin, a non-profit
organization dedicated to placing 
ex-racing greyhounds in loving homes 
as pets.  It is designed and edited by 
Ellen Paulus, and includes many 
contributors and volunteers.  
Please direct any correspondence, 
address changes or donations to:

GPA-Wisconsin
Post Office Box 2115
Madison, WI 53701-2115

Thank you to Paulus Printing for 
generously donating the printing of this
newsletter.  To reach Paulus Printing call 
262-284-4934 or email pauprint@execpc.com

2nd Annual Gala 
Logo Contest
GPA-Wisconsin is again soliciting
designs for the 2003 Gala logo.
Designs must include the following
elements:
1) GPA-Wisconsin or Greyhound

Pets of America-Wisconsin
2) 9th Annual Gala Greyhound

Gathering
3) www.gpawisconsin.org

Other elements are left up to the
artist.  Design must be suitable 
for t-shirts, tote bags and other 
Gala merchandise.  Please submit
your entry no later than September
1st, 2003 to Katie Traxel at:
kct@execpc.com or 4302 85th St.,
Kenosha, WI 53142.  Winner will
receive a free t-shirt, mention in the
newsletter and GPA-WI’s undying
gratitude.

Special Needs Hounds
Perhaps you’ve wondered how
many times GPA-WI takes in 
“special needs” dogs.  The answer is:
as often as we can manage! There
are always dogs with special 
circumstances that need our help,
and sometimes it seems the calls
come in daily.  GPA-WI’s volunteers
are often bombarded with many
types of special needs all at once,
but we always do our best to 
accommodate each dog’s situation.

Special needs hounds may have
had an injury at the track such as 
a broken leg, or torn muscle.  Or 
perhaps they are being returned by
their owner because of a medical or
behavorial issue that the owner is
not willing or able to deal with.  A
dog could even be classified as 
“special needs” because of age.
Finding a permanent home can
sometimes be more difficult for a
“senior” than for a younger dog.

Fortunately, many of you have big
hearts and are willing to overlook
these special needs in order to 

provide these wonderful dogs with a
loving home.  Some of our most
recent special needs hounds are 
listed below.  We thought you might
be interested to know their status.

Highland - senior - our featured
hound from the last newsletter
was adopted shortly after he
starred on our front page!

Luke - broken front leg - Adopted!
Izzy - broken hock - Adopted!
Mona - broken femur - was hit by a

car, and was then surrendered,
recovered in foster care - Adopted!

Tom - broken hock - recovering in a
foster home - Available

Lucky - senior - surrendered to the
Humane Society - in foster care -
Available

Brenda - compound fracture of the
hock - waiting for her medical
condition to improve, then will be
scheduled for surgery - in foster
care - Available, but not ready to
be adopted. (See her photo at left.)

A special thank you to all the 
volunteers and adoptive families
who have helped these dogs along
the road to recovery - whether that
was by making a monetary donation
to the Blue Fund, shuttling them to
and from vet appointments, changing
their bandages, administering 
physical therapy, or showing them
love and compassion by providing
them with a home, you are the folks
that make a difference in the lives 
of these dogs.  THANK YOU!

BRENDA, one of GPA-WI’s special needs
hounds, gets a visit from a fowl neighbor.
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Happy Birthday, Phantom!
You bring us so much joy.
We love you!
Mom and Dad

Would you like to see your ad in the Couch Potato Press? 

GPA-WI is selling ad space (approx. business card size) 
for $25.00 per issue.  We publish 4 issues per calendar year, 
with a maximum of 4 ads per issue. Ad acceptance and 
placement is based on a first-come, first-served criteria.  
Fees from these ads will help defray the cost of mailing this
newsletter to our readership.  We maintain the right to modify
artwork for size or content.  For more information contact:
Ellen Paulus at (262) 284-4934 or email: pauprint@execpc.com
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Annabelle Aberle
Lady Abraham
Star Ametani
Sapphire Bartolotta
Twilight Donatello
Izzy Erdman
Cabo Kaletka
Bayo Kasten
Calley Kerl
Ellie Kilmer
Bailey Lebbing
Kanyon Lisberg
Murray O’Reilly
Max Price
Skip Schoone
Highland Stahmer
Luke Strandt
Jumper Taylor-Wade
Lonnie Wiggins

�������������

Pass the Dip! 
(These families have chipped!)

Benny Ahlquist/Jakoubek
Flyer Brereton
Tuc Gongola
Hatter Grossman
Mickey Heise
Mona Kerl
BooBoo Lien
Keno May
Jesse McFarland
Allie O’Reilly
Cody Price
Freddie Seeberg

DIP

Editor’s Note: Adopters often ask for 
information about which type of food we
recommend for their new greyhound.  The
following article from Whole Dog Journal is
a comprehensive look at the various
brands of dry food & how to select a food
that’s best for your dog.

New Top Dry Dog Foods
by Nancy Kerns

Hurray! An industry-wide trend
toward better ingredients has
begun.

A few months ago, the owner of a
small, premium pet food company
remarked to me, “If the giant food
companies ever started using top-
quality ingredients — the kinds of
things that are in your ‘Top Dry
Foods’ selections — all of us ‘little
guys’ are going to be out of 
business.”

Actually, it has begun; the big dogs
of the pet food industry are starting
to develop products that contain
the sorts of ingredients that Whole
Dog Journal has celebrated for the
past five years — things like fresh,
whole meats, vegetables, fruits,
and grains; organically raised

meat and poultry; healthful herbs;
and natural colloidal trace minerals.

Fortunately for all the small makers
of premium foods, the ones who
have been committed to achieving
truly excellent products for years,
the giant food conglomerates have
not really put all the pieces together
— yet.

Take Hill’s Pet Nutrition’s latest
launch, for example.  Hill’s has
identified a fast growing niche
within the $12.4 billion pet food
market in the US: discriminating
pet owners who want “natural”
foods for their beloved animal 
companions.  Hill’s cites some 
statistics on its Web site that explain
its interest in the “natural” niche:
The number of “natural” products
increased by 38 percent in 2001; the
largest natural food supermarket
chain is growing at a 20 percent
clip; sales of natural and organic
foods are growing at an 18 percent
annual rate and are projected to
surpass $17 billion this year.

Given these facts, Hill’s came up
with this: Science Diet Nature’s
Best™, a line of “all-natural” dog
(and cat) foods with “high quality,
naturally preserved ingredients.”
Nature’s Best does contain whole
beef, peas, and carrots.  That’s a
huge step in the right direction for 
a conglomerate food maker —
even if these ingredients are way
down in the 7th, 9th, and 10th
places, respectively, on the list of
ingredients.

Small companies still the best

As I hinted above, WDJ’s “Top Dry
Food” makers needn’t be too 
worried about the efforts like Hill’s
— yet.  Nature’s Best is a better
product than Purina’s effort (the
execrable “Beneful”) to appeal to
the “granola and tofu” segment of
the pet-owning population, but it’s 

not “top-quality” (see comparison
chart - page six).

Nevertheless, the wheels are turning.
The pet food industry leaders have
finally realized there are millions of
people who are willing to pay a lot
for foods that can help keep their
animal companions as healthy as
possible for as long as possible.
The savvy marketers among them
have already taken aim on us free-
spending health nuts; witness the
plethora of new products with the
words “holistic” and “natural” in
their names, or at least in giant 
letters on the front of the bags.

Small pet food companies that are
committed to producing top-quality
foods have one big advantage 
over the corporate giants: Their
production runs are small enough
that they can formulate foods using
ingredients of amazing quality, and
the consumers most committed 
to their dogs’ health will pay 
whatever these foods cost.  For the
present, these are the companies
who are making the healthiest
foods.  (The small companies may
not make the most consistent 
products, however; see “Made in a

WHAT YOU CAN DO...

• Don’t let pictures & adjectives
on dog food bags influence
your selection!  Look at the
ingredient list first.

• Compare the ingredients to
our selection criteria (page 5).

• If you can’t find any top-
quality foods at pet supply
stores near you, call some
manufacturers and suggest
they market their products at
an independent pet retail out-
let near you.

• Be prepared to pay more for
top-quality foods; they will
keep your dog healthier in the
long run.

Don’t obsess about which food is the very
best. It’s better for your dog to rotate
between three or four very good foods.
Editor’s note: If your dog has a sensitive 
stomach, remember to switch foods gradually!

Don’t forget to check our Web site at 
www.gpawisconsin.org for “pupdates” on available dogs, 

GPA events and other greyhound-related sites.

Couch Potatoes With New Homes:
March 2003 - May 2003

Mona, a recent special needs hound, recovering in
foster care just a few days after surgery. Mona is
happily back on all fours, and is enjoying the 
comforts of her new adoptive home.

The Gala is Coming!!
For those of you who are new to the
group, the 9th Annual Gala Greyhound
Gathering will be held on October
18th, 2003 at the Waukesha County
Expo Center. This year, for the first time,
the gala will be held in the arena.  This
event is our only major fundraiser and
provides an opportunity for folks to
come enjoy a day of shopping, bidding
and visiting with other greyhound fam-
ilies - and the best part is that you can
bring your hound(s)!  

The event begins at 10 a.m. and ends at
4 p.m.  There are vendors of all sorts
selling doggie stuff, human stuff, treats
and eats - plus an adoption booth, a 
raffle, and silent and live auctions with
some really cool prizes!  

Mark your calendar and start saving
that extra cash because this is one event
you and your hound won’t want to miss!
Admission is free and all proceeds go
directly to the dogs.

More information will be coming in our
September “Gala Edition” of the
newsletter, including a schedule of the
days activities, a list of vendors, and
what types of prizes will be raffled and
auctioned off.

If you would like to donate an item for
the raffle or auction, or you know some-
one who would, please contact Ellen
Schneiderman at 414-351-2052.9 LIFE LESSONS LEARNED FROM A DOG

1. If you stare at someone long enough, eventually you’ll get
what you want.

2. Don’t go out without I.D.
3. Be direct with people; let them know how you feel by piddling

on their shoes.
4. Be aware of when to hold your tongue, and when to use it.
5. Leave room in your schedule for a good nap.
6. Always give people a friendly greeting.
7. A cold nose in the right place is most effective.
8. When you do something wrong, always take responsibility 

(as soon as you’re dragged shamefully out from under the bed).
9. If it’s not wet and sloppy, it’s not a real kiss.
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Whole Dog Journal’s New Top Dry Foods

ARTEMIS “Natural 23 14 2.9 10 Chicken meal, turkey meal, Contains digestive enzymes and probiotics. Label includes
Artemis Pet Foods 6 Mix” brown rice, brewer’s rice, lamb “best used by” date and states amount of Omega-3 and
Canoga Park, CA meal, oatmeal, chicken fat (nat. Omega-6.  Meets AAFCO “Nutritional Profiles” standard.
(800) 282-5876 preserves), dried beet pulp, Company sent notarized statement to certify that food is
artemispetfood.com dried eggs, fish meal... made with 44.80 total meat protein.  Awesome.

BENCH & FIELD “Holistic 24 15 4.9 10 Chicken meal, ground brown rice, Label claims certified organically grown chicken is used
Bench & Field Pet Foods, LLC Natural whole ground barley, fish meal, in food. Label also states amounts of Omega-3, Omega-6,
Mishawaka, IN Canine chicken, chicken fat (nat. preserves), & glucosamine hydrochloride. Meets AAFCO “Nutritional
(800) 525-4802 Formula” dried beet pulp, amaranth, oatmeal Profiles” standard. Bench & Field makes other foods, none
benchandfield.com tomato pomace... near the quality of this food. Sold in stores and online.

BURNS “Brown 18.5 7.5 2.2 9 Brown rice, ocean fish meal, peas, Products were developed by John Burns, MRCVS, a
Burns Pet Nutrition Rice & oats, chicken fat, sunflower oil, Scottish veterinarian.  Sold through independent outlets
Chesterston, IN Ocean Fish” seaweed, (vitamins and minerals) and directly from web site.  Product literature states that
(877) 983-9651 no genetically modified ingredients are used.
bpn4u.com

DRS. FOSTER & SMITH “Adult 24 14 3.5 10 Chicken, chicken meal, brown rice, Things are getting interesting in the world of dog food. Drs.
Drs. Foster & Smith Maintenance whole barley, rice, rice bran, Foster & Smith is a LARGE catalog company that sells all
Rhinelander, WI Formula, chicken fat, natural flavor, whole sorts of dog care items.  Selling their own signature label
(800) 826-7206 Chicken & ground flaxseed, egg product... food is a new venture. Product literature brags about their
drsfostersmith.com Brown Rice” food’s lack of artificial preservatives, colors, and flavors - 

very WDJ, if we do say so ourselves.

GO! NATURAL “Super 24 14 3.5 10 Chicken meal, chicken meat, whole We were surprised to see this relatively new product being
For Paws Services, Inc. Premium brown rice, whole white rice, hull- well displayed & supported at a “big box” pet food chain
Abbotsford, BC Chicken, Fruit less barley, sunflower oil, chicken store in our area.  Meets AAFCO “Nutritional Profiles” 
(866) 864-6112 & Vegetable fat (nat. preserves), salmon meal, standard.  Label also states levels of Omega-3, Omega-6
forpaws.ca Diet” dried whole potatoes, rice bran... glucosamine, chondroitin, and KCal/cup (617).

ROYAL CANIN “Natural 26 15 3.0 10 Chicken meal, brown rice, chicken, Also includes probiotics and prebiotics.  Label states
Royal Canin USA Blend Adult oatmeal, brewer’s rice, chicken fat Omega-3 and Omega-6 levels.  Meets AAFCO “Nutritional
St. Peters, MO Formula” (nat. preserves), dried tomato Profiles” standard.  According to label, this product meets
(800) 592-2673 pomace, natural flavors, flaxseed, ISO 9001 certification. On bag we bought, “Best used by”
royalcanin.com fish meal... date was missing.

PRAIRIE “Lamb & 24 14 3.0 10 Lamb, barley, brown rice, oatmeal, Very interesting company; definitely targeted at health-
Nature’s Variety Rice canola oil (nat. preserves), flaxseed conscious consumers.  Product literature states that dry 
Lincoln, NE Medley” Menhaden fish, suncured alfalfa food flavors should be rotated, and that dry foods should
(888) 519-7387 meal, montmorillonite (organic trace be rotated with their other products: canned, raw frozen,
naturesvariety.com mineral compound), flaxseed oil... and freeze-dried.  Company also sells raw frozen bones,

special dried meaty bones, and treats.  Many products
include some organic meats, fruits, vegetables, sprouts,
and eggs.  Meets AAFCO “Nutritional Profiles” standard.

VERUS “GP 26 16 4.0 12 Chicken meal, ground oat groats, Company sent WDJ certificates to prove its ingredients are
VeRus Pet Foods Advantage ground brown rice, chicken fat (nat. the top-quality ingredients they say they are.  We’ll be 
Abingdon, MD Diet: Chicken preserves), lamb meal, rice bran, asking the makers of all our other “Top Foods” contenders
(888) 828-3787 Meal, Oats flaxseed, chicory pulp, alfalfa meal, if they will do the same; should be interesting. VeRus also
veruspetfoods.com & Brown Rice dried kelp... makes a fish and potato-based food.  Meets AAFCO

“Nutritional Profiles” standard.

THE FOLLOWING ARE “NOT RECOMMENDED”  ... AND HERE’S WHY

NATURE’S BEST Adult Dog, 21.5 12.5 3.5 10 Brewer’s rice, ground wheat, turkey A protein source appears only third on the list of ingredients
Hill’s Science Diet With Real meal, corn gluten meal, soybean and it’s not the meat pictured or named on the front of the

Beef meal, animal fat (nat. preserves), bag.  Beef appears well down the list.  We don’t like the use
beef, vegetable oil, peas, carrots... of “animal fat”- a low-cost product of dubious, mixed origin.

For what it’s worth,, we would consider this Science Diet’s
best offering to date, given the two whole vegetables included
it’s natural preservatives (the company usually favor artificial), 
and lack of artificial colors.  And this product is WAY better
than the next food (below) ...

BENEFUL (only one 25 10 4.0 14 Ground yellow corn, chicken-by- Nothing redeems this food in our opinion, with its dried peas
Nestle Purina Petcare variety) product meal, corn gluten meal, whole and carrots (20th & 21st on the list of ingredients), two types

wheat flour, beef tallow (nat. preserves), of sweeteners (9th & 10th on the list), and artificial colors.
rice flour, beef, soy flour, sugar, sorbitol...

Maker, Variety Min.% Min. % Max. % Max % First 10 Ingredients Notes
Contact Info Protein Fat Fiber Moisture

Secret Location,” WDJ January
2003).

But (as the pet food company owner
I quoted earlier suggested), if 
some of the bigger companies
applied their ingredient purchasing
power, self-owned and -operated
manufacturing plants, and giant
advertising budgets to work on
products that contained even just
good-quality ingredients, they
could pose a real danger to the
roughly 13 percent of the pet food
market collectively served by all 
the little companies.  Currently,
that’s what’s left of the US pet food
market-share pie after Nestlé Purina
takes its 30 percent, Iams takes its 
14 percent; Hill’s MasterFoods USA,
and Ol’ Roy take 10 percent each;
and Nutro takes its 5 percent.

It’s worth it

Because virtually all the foods that
are on our “top Dry Foods” lists,
past and present, are represented
among that tiny 13 percent market
share, you can expect them to be

more difficult to find.  Recently I 
was amused by an honest counter-
person — obviously a new hire — at
a really great independent pet 
supply store, where I was asking
about an obscure new food.  She
said, “Is that a dog food you’ve seen
on TV? Because if you’ve seen it on
TV, we don’t have it.  I’ve never
heard of any of the foods we have
here,” she finished ruefully.  Let me
just say, “That’s our kind of pet store!”

By and large, the giant chain pet
supply stores carry few foods we
consider to be really good.  (I got in
trouble last year when I said none
of the giant chain stores carry any
of our selections.  A few carry a
few.)  In general, you have to look
for independent pet supply stores
owned by really knowledgeable
dog people.  Many of the makers of
the foods we highlight will sell
directly to pet owners, sometimes
splitting shipping costs.  In other
cases, I’ve heard of people
approaching their local groomer,
breeder, or even health food store,
and asking the store owner to carry

one or two of the foods they like
best.  If the buyer can tell the store
owner that he or she will buy a 
certain amount of the food monthly,
and convince X number of their
friends to buy that food, too, the
store owner may be able to expand
his inventory to include that food.

Expect to pay more for top-quality
foods — maybe two or three times
more than you may have paid for
lesser-quality products. Top-quality
foods are necessarily expensive
because top-quality ingredients
cost more than food fragments cast
off from the human food industry.

What we did and didn’t do

We did something new this year,
Instead of essentially re-reviewing
many of our past selections, we
concentrated on finding products
that we’ve never listed before.  All of
our past picks (listed below left) still
meet our selection criteria (which is
listed directly below).  As you’ll see,
we’ve “deselected” only one of our
past picks: Best In Show, whose

Whole Dog Journal’s Approved “Top Dry Foods”  1998 - 2002
Azmira Classic ........................................................Azmira Holistic Animal Care, Tucson, AZ ........................................................(800) 497-5665

Back to Basics ........................................................Beowulf Natural Foods, Syracuse, NY ............................................................(800) 219-2558

Best in Show ............................................................Out of Business ..................................................................................................................NA

California Natural, Innova ......................................Natura Pet Products, Santa Clara, CA ............................................................(800) 532-7261

Canidae ....................................................................Canidae Corp., San Luis Obispo, CA..............................................................(800) 398-1600

Eagle Pack Holistic Select ......................................Eagle Pet Products, Inc., Mishawaka, IN ........................................................(800) 255-5959

Flint River Ranch, Dry Water, LC ..........................Flint River Ranch, Riverside, CA ....................................................................(909) 682-5048

Hund-N-Flocken, Mmillenium..................................Solid Gold Health Products for Pets, El Cajon, CA ........................................(800) 364-4863

Limited Diets Duck & Potato ..................................Innovative Veterinary Diets, Pittsburgh, PA ....................................................(800) 359-4483

Natural Balance Ultra Premium ..............................Dick Van Patten’s Natural Balance, Pacoima, CA ..........................................(800) 829-4493

Lifespan ....................................................................Petguard, Orange Park, FL..............................................................................(800) 874-3221

Pinnacle ....................................................................Breeder’s Choice Pet Foods, Irwindale, CA ....................................................(800) 255-4286

Prime Life..................................................................Owen & Mandeville Pet Products, Oxford, CT ................................................(888) 881-7703

PHD Canine Growth & Maintenance ......................Perfect Health Diet Products, Inc., White Plains, NY ......................................(800) 743-1502

Showbound Naturals ..............................................Integrated Pet Products, Exton, PA ................................................................(800) 542-4677

Timberwolf Organics ..............................................Yukon Nutritional Co., Lake Wales, FL............................................................(863) 439-0049

Wellness Super5 Mix Lamb ....................................Old Mother Hubbard, Lowell, MA ....................................................................(800) 225-0904

Wysong Maintenance ..............................................Wysong Corporation, Midland, MI ..................................................................(800) 748-0233



maker has gone out of
business.

In every case, all the 
different varieties of 
“flavors” of a given 
dog food line are also
approved.  For example,
we like the entire
“Prairie” line of foods
made by Nature’s Variety,
not just the lamb-
based food.  However,
some manufacturers
(such as Royal Canin)
makes several different
lines or “families” 
of foods, targeted to
very different price
points and formulated
accordingly.  Unless
we indicated an 
additional line or  family was
approved, assume it is not.

The following are things we did
NOT do when we selected our past
and new “Top Dry Foods.’

k We DID NOT reject any of our
past selections.  All of our past
selections (listed on page three) still
meet our selection criteria.

kWe DID NOT conduct lab tests to
make sure the “Guaranteed
Analysis” printed on the label
accurately reflects the contents;
that’s the job of state feed control
officials.

k We DID NOT inspect 
manufacturing plants or verify
ingredient claims.  For example,
some companies say they use
organically grown foods, or
human-grade ingredients.  At some
point in the future, we’ll be asking
manufacturer’s to show us proof
that these ingredients are what
they say they are.  We’ll keep you
posted.

kWe DID NOT select foods on the

basis of protein or fat content;
more is not always better.  Some
dogs need more; some dogs need
less.  It’s a good idea to note the 
protein and fat content of any food
that seems to suit your dog, as well
as the levels in foods that distress
him.  This information can help you
make future selections.

k We DID NOT examine every
food on the market. That would be
impossible! You may find a food
that looks as good or better than
ours.  Good for you!  Send us some
information about it; we’d love to
share.

k We DID NOT rank-order the
foods. They are presented in
alphabetical order.

Choose three or four

We can’t say it enough, so we’ll say
it in capital letters: THERE IS NO
SINGLE “BEST” FOOD. We still like
all the foods we’ve chosen in past
years, and we like all these newer
foods, too.

To determine which ones might be

most appropriate for
your dog, you will
have to try a few.  All
dogs are different;
some do better on
higher-protein foods,
some do better on
lower-protein foods.
Some can’t digest
chicken.  Some break
out if they eat wheat.
Try a likely candidate
for a month or two. 
If your dog has 
problems, it doesn’t
mean it’s a “bad” food;
it just disagrees with
your dog.  Give the
food away and try
another one!

If, on the other hand,
your dog has had chronic health
problems, such as infected ears,
itchy paws, or runny eyes, and
these symptoms clear up, you’re 
on the right track. A good dog food 
will contribute to a healthy coat,
good energy level, balanced 
temperament, and flawless health.

Don’t feed only one food for the rest
of your dog’s life either! That’s a
surefire way to help him develop
food allergies or intolerances.  Any
nutrient deficiency, excess, or
imbalance expressed in a food can
become entrenched in your dog’s
body if that’s all he’s fed for years on
end.  (See “Variety Is the Spice of
Life,” WDJ June 2001, for more 
information about the importance
of occasionally switching foods.)

Nancy Kerns is editor of WDJ.  Dry
food reviews have appeared in
each February issue since 1998.
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The hallmark of a high-quality food include the 
following:

4 Superior sources of protein. This means either
whole, fresh meats or single-source meat meal (for
example, chicken meal rather than poultry meal).

4 A whole-meat source as one of the first two
ingredients (chicken or chicken meal, for instance).
Better yet would be two meat sources among the top
three ingredients (say, chicken and chicken meal).
Whole, fresh meat is a wonderful, healthy food for
dogs, but it also contains a lot of water, and the extra
weight of that moisture usually boosts the fresh meat
to the top of the list of ingredients (which, by law, are 
listed in order of their weight contribution to the
food).  If a list of ingredients begins with whole 
chicken, followed by three or more grains and no
other meat proteins, it’s likely the food contains way
more grain than meat.  There is no way to know for
sure, however, since the makers are not required to
specify amounts or percentages of each ingredient.

By the way, dry foods can’t contain more than about
50 percent meat or other animal products; any more
than that, and the machinery that mixes and
extrudes the kibble gets gummed up. 

Meat is the most natural source of protein for
canines, and contains the amino acids most 
important in canine health.  A mix of meat proteins
(such as fish and beef) helps round out the amino
acid profile of the proteins included in the food.

4 Whole, unprocessed grains, vegetables, and
other foods. A previously unprocessed food has the
best chance of surviving the food-making process
with some of its nutrients intact.

High quality dry foods should contain a minimum
of the following:

t Food Fragments. Fragments are lower-cost by-
products of another food manufacturing process,
such as brewer’s rice (a waste product of the alcohol
industry) and wheat bran (the fibrous hull removed
from the nutritious wheat kernel). Most foods contain
at least one fragment, as makers attempt to keep the
food affordable.  Beware of a product that contains 

several fragments of a single food.  Some food 
makers do this to disguise an excess of a low-value
ingredient.  Remember, the law dictates that each
ingredient is listed separately by weight.  So when
you see a list of ingredients that begins “lamb, rice
flour, rice bran, brewer’s rice...” you should be aware
that there is far more rice in the product than lamb.

t Meat by-products. We’ve moderated our stance
on meat by-products; we used to discard any 
food that contained them.  We’ve been convinced,
however, that fresh by-products may offer more 
nutrient value than a rendered meat meal.  But using
an animal by-product (or more than one animal 
by-product) for a food’s main protein source in 
indicative of a lower-quality product.  We’d prefer 
to see these products play a supporting role to 
whole meats or meat meals, say, somewhere below
the top five ingredients.  However, please note our
ban on “generic” ingredients (below); no “animal 
by-products” allowed.

Hallmarks of a low-quality dry food:

8 “Generic” fats or proteins.  “Animal fat,” for 
example, can be just about anything: recycled
grease from restaurants, or an unwholesome mys-
tery mix of various fats.  In this case, a preferable
ingredient would be “beef fat” or “chicken fat.”
“Animal protein” and “poultry protein” are far inferi-
or to “beef protein” or “chicken protein.”

8 Artificial preservatives (including BHA, BHT, or
Ethoxyquin).

8 Artificial colors. Your dog doesn’t care what color
his food is.  He doesn’t need a daily — lifetime —
exposure to these unnecessary chemicals.

8 Propylene glycol.  Ditto for this chemical, which is
added to some “chewy” foods to keep them moist.

8 Sweetners.  Dogs, like humans, have a taste 
for sweets.  Corn syrup, sucrose, ammoniated 
glycyrrhizin, and other sweeteners are sometimes
added to lower-quality foods to increase their appeal.
But dietary sugar can aggravate health problems in
dogs, including diabetes.

Whole Dog Journal’s Selection Criteria: What the List of Ingredients Indicates

The words “Holistic” and “Natural” appear on the labels of many new foods, including our
selections - but that’s certainly not why we picked ‘em. Neither phrase has any 
practical meaning; it only suggests the audience the manufacturer is targeting.
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