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2016 Annual Report
Adoption results
•

•
•

•
•
•

A total of 104 greyhounds were
adopted in 2016, down from 152 in
2015.
The 2016 adoption fee per dog was
$250.00.
The average veterinary expense per
dog, including Blue Fund expenses,
was $492.44.
The average boarding expense per dog
was $191.21.
The average fundraising expense per
dog was $149.59.
All other expense average per dog was
$117.86.

2016 income and expenses
Income
• Total income: $81,073.25.
• Fundraising income: (Gala, Pins for
Paws and Golfing for Greyhounds
events): $32,544.17.
• Donations, including meet & greet
donations: $22,297.85.
• Adoption fees: $24,356.60.
• Retail sales outside of fundraisers:
$1,845.07.
• Interest income: $414.02.
www.gpawisconsin.org

Expenses
• Total expenses: $98,718.31.
• Veterinary expenses: $51,213.31.
• Boarding expenses: $19,885.60.
• Adoption supply expenses (overthe-counter medications, collars and
leashes, pet tags, folder supplies and
foster supplies): $4,736.79.
• Data processing expenses (email blasts,
phone service, web hosting, accounting
system, purchase of a scanner for
dog record retention, and a oneyear’s subscription to the new Shelter
Manager software): $1,086.23.
• Printing expenses (Gala materials,
THE
raffle tickets, the Couch Potato Press,
meet & greet supplies, and assorted
thank you cards and envelopes):
$4,459.15.
• Total fundraising expenses (Gala
expenses, cash raffle prizes and various
event booth fees): $7,806.64.
• GPA National dues: $486.00.
• Insurance expenses: $674.00.
• Bank expenses, (returned check fees
and monthly service fees): $75.20.
Net change ($17,640.06) loss

upcoming

Golfing for Greyhounds
July 30 I Cottage Grove
gpawisconsin.org/gfg8
HAWS Pet Fair
August 19 I Waukesha
hawspets.org/haws_pet_fair
GPA-WI Greyhound Gala
September 30 I Waukesha
gpawisconsin.org/event/23rdannual-gpa-wisconsin-gala
GPA-WI Meet and Greets
Find one near you!
1
gpawisconsin.org/events

summer 2017 I couch potato press

1

What’s Happening

FEATURED hound
couchPOTATO

Meet Jet! Our Special Needs Boy

Contributors

Jet is a big, beautiful and friendly
74-pound brindle boy who loves
attention, long walks and leaning on
new friends. He is just over five years
old and came to GPA-WI from sunny
Daytona, Florida. He is adjusting well
to life in Wisconsin but has a special
need: Jet loves to nit. As long-term grey
owners know, nitting is a sign of affection.
When Jet’s little front teeth move in a
fast chomping motion against a favorite
human’s skin, he’s telling you he likes
you. And the intensity of the chomp
mirrors the intensity of his affection.
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The Couch Potato Press is a
publication of Greyhound Pets
of America-Wisconsin, a nonprofit organization dedicated to
placing ex-racing greyhounds in
loving homes as pets. Please
direct any correspondence,
address changes or donations
to:

But new adopters don’t know that! And
sometimes, they see nitting as biting, so our
buddy Jet hasn’t found his forever home
yet. Jet needs an experienced greyhound
owner who is willing to help him learn
better ways to show affection. He’s got
the leaning down pat, but he needs some
gentle coaching to help him communicate
better with his two-legged friends.
If you can offer Jet a loving, learning
forever home, just contact us at adopt@
gpawisconsin.org! We know that he will be
a wonderful addition to the right home.

GPA-Wisconsin, P.O. Box 2115
Madison, WI
53701
				
www.gpawisconsin.org
The Couch Potato Press goes
to all GPA-WI adopters and
others who wish to be on our
mailing list. Please inform us
of any changes or updates
to your name, address, email
addresses or phone numbers.
Cell or other phone numbers
are helpful when tracking down
the owner of a found greyhound,
so please share any and all
numbers that might aid us in
that situation.
See current and past editions
online at www.gpawisconsin.
org/learn/newsletters.
Let us know about the
passing of a hound so we may
remember your hound in the
newsletters and in our records.
Send all information updates
to records@gpawisconsin.org.
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More GPA-WI News
Last print copy

New meet & greet location

GPA-WI is saying goodbye to the print
copy of the Couch Potato Press. But
don’t worry — the newsletter will still be
here! Future issues will now be online.

GPA-WI has added a new location to
its meet & greet list! A new monthly
meet & greet will now take place at
Bentley’s Pet Stuff, located in Brookfield.
Come learn about greyhounds as pets,
meet greyhounds in person, and get
answers to your greyhound questions.

With the new issues, you’ll enjoy the
same greyt information but with more
colors and more excitement in an
interactive PDF. When a new issue is
available, you’ll be notified via email,
the GPA-WI website and Facebook.

This new meet & greet occurs on the
third Sunday of every month, from
12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. See you there!

What’s Happening

GPA-WI Memorials & Adoptions
In memory of ...
Maddow Anderson
Zoey Appold
Kayla Ametali
Moby Athan
Brisket Baldwin
Mr. Popcorn Berman
Rachel Berman King
Freddy Blackburn Robison
Kessie Burch
Danica Brady
Song Carnes
Rusty Christenson
Daley Devine
Lira Eshleman
Burrito Fromm Soto
Image Gill
Beres Gonsiorek

Tawny Gruenhagen
Ida Guenther
Tucker Haberle
KC Haig
Belle Halbisch
Tosh Heindel
Walker Henninger
Emma Hickman
Nixon Hulick
Woodie Jarvensivu-Terpstra
Jake Jerue
Odie Jobke
Peter Kalisak Schneck
Chase Katzman
Maggie Keuthner
Kelly Kienahs
Brutus Konrad

Shadow Konrad
Bella Lardinois
Kahn Lardinois
Roy Larson
Boogie LeMire
Julie Lemkuhl Pedersen
Jackson Lowery
Runner Lowisz
Pogo Mattson
Cane Merrison
Toy Nehls
Gibbs Nicolet
Caesar Paulus
Tucker Pester
Arthur Powers
Alfie Schmidt
Jughead Schultz

Shooter Setter
MoJo Skwarok Schmidt
Bo Smith
Dodge Smither Dines
Kit Straka
Hanna Talbert
Maia Timmerman
Bacci Truax
Abe Vande Berg
Fred Walton
Wilson Waugh
Dexter Weckwerth
General Whelihan
Raffey Whitesitt
Lucy Williams
Ashton WymelenbergBishop

Mabel Hansen
Sport Hanson
Rosa Hauch
Minnie Hecht Zibrowski
Mabel Heindel
Basil Hill
Sully Hunter
Benny Jackson Kelley
Libby Johnson
Tali Johnson
Toby Jones
Sherman Jozwiak
Howie Kaiser Lubus
Mabel Kasprzak Meyers
Bea Katz
Sal Katzman
Bob Kiehnas
Ranger Kimpel Sinno
Baby Cakes Knabe
Bandit Knop
Captain Kolbe
Izzabell Konrath
Penny Kozuk May
Schotze Krueger
Buddy Laatsch
Breezy Laird
Dino Lamb Fivecoate
Bolt Laures
Bella Lardinois
Ranger Lardinois
Flanders Larson Roberts
Freyja Lemkuhl Pedersen
Beau Lewis

Rhythm Ligon
Gus Lindsey Loveless
Lacey Linne Scheuer
Link Maier
Buddy McGillis Newville
Stella McKee
Dash McKibbins
Ember Metzen
Ginger Metzen
Wrigley Misiora
Frisky Morano
Bowie Mosso Lunnen
Cheddar Mottl
Toy Nehls
Clyde Nulph
Hank Ohm
Flynn Peterson
Caboose Peyer
Gabby Porter
Iman Porter
Lola Porter
Tadah Price
Eddie Rapp
Dr. J Riffle
Gloria Riffle
Inca Riffle
Breeze Rodman
Sabu Rosien Johnson
Tyra ARyan
Johnny Schiferl
Archy Schultz
Blaze Singh Kanwar
Matisse Slattery Cager

Nile Smars
Norman Smars
Teran Smither Dines
Josie Spaier
Strider Standalm
Neko Stanton
Oliver Stauber
Lyra Stilin
Princess Stone
Lucy Swarek Pletcher
Thor Templeton
Leann Truax Wiggins
Wrigley Truax Wiggins
Spur Turner
Lilo Vande Berg
Finn Vater
Amber Vieregge
Bowie Virock
Major Wang
Moxie Weber
Vinny Whitesitt
Tapper Wick
Baxter Wilcox
Ziva Williams
Sam Woodring Brigham
Emilia Woolever
Sara Wormington
Charlie Wright
Pebbles Zellner
Zeke Zimmerman
Barb Zsenak

New adoptions
Sully Allen DeBoer
Katie Appleby
Scout Ausprung
Cricket Baigis
Phoebe Barger
Beesley Bersch
Bali Boeck
Vader Boone Baker
Tinkerbell Bradd
Camilla Brady
Loki Bullock Rice
Banker Burch
Summer Carnes
Tiffany Cherek
Aquinnah Chrisman Schulz
Oliver Christenson
Frodo Clope
Leo Condon
Pepper Coplai
Tilly Costa
Adam Dowding Ledvina
Amy Druskins
Leica Ehlers
Thyme Emerson
Abby Evans
Saki Fay
Mackey Fealey
Chevali Ferkovich
Clooney Finder
Twist Fortkamp
Basil Goff
Elsie Grabow
Dusty Gulbrand

The names appearing in this list include adoptions and memorials from March 19, 2016 to May 26, 2017.
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What’s Happening

Donation 101
Ever wonder where your GPA-WI donations go? GPA-WI relies solely on volunteers for its adoption and
administration efforts and has no paid positions. 100% of your donations go directly toward finding loving,
responsible homes for ex-racing greyhounds. All donations are tax deductible.

GPA-WI Donation Breakdown
$660

Heartworm and flea/tick
protection for 24 hounds

$200

Food and board for a hound
for one month

$500

100 microchips

$100

Seven collars and leashes for
hounds going to their forever
homes

$250

Female hound spay
procedure, dental cleaning
and microchip

$50

Three rabies shots

$225

Male hound neuter
procedure, dental cleaning
and microchip

$10

A squawker for a newly adopted
greyhound

How to Donate

Donating to GPA-WI is easy! You can donate funds directly to GPA-WI in the following ways:
• Attend a GPA-WI event and drop money into the event’s donation box.
• Fill out a GPA-WI donation form, which is available online.
• Mail a check to GPA-WI, P.O. Box 2115, Madison, WI 53701-2115.
You can also help GPA-WI with your everyday online activities!
• Amazon Smile: A portion of your Amazon purchases to go to GPA-WI through Amazon Smile.
• Goodsearch: Earn a penny for GPA-WI each time you search. Sign up at www.goodsearch.com.
• Igive.com: Earn money for GPA-WI when you shop and search online. Enroll at www.igive.com.
Visit www.gpawisconsin.org/volunteer/ongoing-needs for more information about GPA-WI donations.
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GPA-WI Events

GPA-WI’s Biggest Event: A Look
at the Greyhound Gala Fundraiser
by Kay Fleming

2016 event recap
The 2016 Gala was unfortunately not
the success we hoped it would be.
Attendance and income for the event
had fallen for the previous five years.
And as the fundraiser that generates
more than 40 percent of the annual
income for GPA-WI, we needed to
improve if we were to continue serving
the dogs as we have in the past.
We hoped the move to Madison would
increase attendance by generating more
interest from adopters across the state.
We thought a Madison-based Gala would
attract more of our members from La
Crosse and Eau Claire since we are seeing
increased adoptions and membership
in those areas and hoped that a shorter
drive to Gala would bring more people
in. We also hoped that a Madison-based
Gala could attract new people from
GPA Minnesota, Northern Lights and
Greyhounds Only. We have a strong
partnership with GPA Minnesota and
Northern Lights and frequently assist
these groups by moving dogs to them
for adoption in Minnesota. We hoped
Greyhounds Only members would attend
the Gala if it was more centrally located.

Additionally, 2016 Gala attendees did not
spend nearly as much as they did in 2015:
Income for the 2016 Gala was down by
38 percent compared to the year prior.
Only $9,276.00 was earned! In fact, every
category was down except photography.

Despite these hopes of attracting new
attendees, attendance at the Alliant
Center in Madison was almost the
same as it had been the previous year
in Waukesha. In total, 287 people —
five fewer than the previous year —
attended the 2016 Madison Gala.

Looking ahead to 2017

GPA-WI depends on the donations and
purchases of our members and others to
fund our adoption activities. We are not
eligible for most grants despite our efforts
to find and secure them. And with each dog
adopted out costing just over $700 and a
$250 adoption fee, the financial situation is
serious. We thank those of you who came
and supported us in Madison in 2016,
and we sincerely hope that those of you
who were disappointed by the Madison
move will join us again for the 2017 Gala.

use the same parking lot. Admission and
parking are free, and all well-behaved
hounds and humans are invited!
The Forum Building includes three large
rooms separated by a hall. The event will
include a food & demonstration hall, a
vendor hall and a GPA hall; this layout
will allow easy movement for humans
and hounds to browse, socialize and have
fun. Other perks include a full kitchen to
allow for a larger selection of food and
drinks as well as plenty of bathrooms
and lots of room outside for hounds.
The planning has begun, and we are looking
for volunteers to help make our return to
Waukesha better and more exciting for
everyone. If you’re interested in helping,
please email gala2017@gpawisconsin.org.

The 2017 Gala will be held on September
30, 2017, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
at the Waukesha Expo grounds in the
Forum Building. The Forum Building is
directly north of the Expo Center where
previous Galas were held. Both buildings

summer 2017 I couch potato press

5

GPA-WITalk
Health
Leadership

Don't Let the Worms In
by Carla Christman, DVM
Healthy Pet Veterinary Clinic, Madison

One of the common things you hear from your veterinarian is to bring in a fresh stool sample for testing.
Have you ever wondered why vets constantly screen for “worms” and where you dog may get them?

When your veterinarian looks at a fecal
sample, he or she is looking for the eggs
of certain types of intestinal parasites:
worms. Common worms that dogs
are exposed to include roundworms,
hookworms and whipworms, which are
part of a broader family of worms called
nematodes. The characteristic feature
of these worms are that they round in
structure and have a tube that goes from
one end to the other that acts as their
digestive system. Another commonly
discussed nematode is the heartworm, but
that’s a totally different subject altogether.
While there are a few other worm eggs
that are occasionally seen in a fecal test,
I will concentrate on those three listed
above since they are the most common
parasites seen and treated in greyhounds.
Roundworms
First up is roundworms. They are a type of
worm you may have actually seen before as
the adult roundworms look like spaghetti
when passed in the stool. Your pet will
acquire roundworms by ingesting the eggs
that were passed out of another animal’s
body in their stool. In addition to dogs,
other species like cats, raccoons and other
wild animals often carry and can pass
on roundworms. Even if you don’t allow
your dog to eat other animal’s stool, these
roundworm eggs may just be waiting there
on the ground for the next host to come
around and sniff that area. Eggs can also
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be present on blades of grass or on other
vegetation that your dog may decide to
chomp up. After being ingested, the eggs
get into the intestines, hatch into young
worms and then attach to the intestinal
wall. Those parasites then grow and
eventually start laying eggs that will be
excreted by your dog to go on to infect
their next host. An important thing to
know is that humans are also at risk when
they are exposed to roundworms. There
are reported cases of roundworm larvae
moving outside of the intestines and
eventually going into the eye and causing
blindness, especially in children — not
something pleasant to think about at all.
Hookworms
The next worm worth mentioning is
another type of nematode commonly
called hookworm. This worm gets its
name because it has a “hook” as part of
its mouth that it uses to attach to the
intestinal wall of the host. Hookworms are
typically much smaller than roundworms,
and you may not even notice the adult
worms that are passed in the stool.
Hookworms can infect an animal via
an oral route, but more commonly they
penetrate through skin and burrow their
way to the intestinal tract over time.
This unique route of infection is one
of the reasons it can take time to both
diagnose and treat this parasite. Some
of the parasites move more quickly to

the intestinal tract than others. When
treating hookworms, the deworming
medication only rids the parasites that
are in residing in the intestines. Worms
that have yet to migrate to the intestines
will not be affected by deworming
medication and may sneak in after
treatments are completed. Hookworms
are also a concern for humans. These
parasites don’t discriminate between
dogs, cats or humans when they are
looking for a new place to live.
Whipworms
The final pesky little worm in this
discussion is the whipworm. It too is very
small, and you likely would not notice
adult worms passed in your pet’s stool.
Whipworms can make some pets very ill,
and although it is easy enough to kill the
worms while they are living in the dog’s
intestines, one of the particularly nasty
traits of whipworm eggs is that they are
very, very hardy once they are passed into
an environment. The shape and thick shell
of whipworm eggs protects them from the
extreme heat of summer and the coldest
winters. Basically, the eggs can sit in an
environment like your yard for years and
years waiting for the right conditions
to infect their next host. Honestly, the
best way to get rid of the problem is
to move away from a contaminated
yard. However, since that isn’t always
practical, I recommend continual

Health Talk

monthly dewormings with a heartworm
preventative that also has an active
ingredient that treats for whipworms.
Exposure
So how could your dog be exposed to
any of these worms? First, your dog
could ingest worms by eating an infected
dog’s stool. However, that’s not the only
oral route available. Parasite eggs may
be on a blade of grass that your dog is
munching on, and they could be on or in
an insect that your dog eats. Studies show
that up to 15 percent of the potting soil
that you may use for your houseplants is
infected with roundworm eggs. So even
avoiding the outside world still doesn’t
protect a dog — or cat for that matter
— from being exposed to at least one of
the more common intestinal parasites.

Another means of transmission is when
dogs meet each other — and we all know
where they like to sniff each other, right?
If a noninfected dog sniffs an infected
dog, eggs can be drawn in through the
nose, and it is pretty common that they
will eventually get swallowed and carried
right down to the intestinal tract.
Prevention
Now that you know how creative worms are
at infecting their hosts and how they can
be almost anywhere, I bet you are ready to
give up and declare that the worms have
won and that there is nothing you can do
about them. Wait! Don’t give up that fast.
For one, most of the developed countries
have a relatively low burden of infections
in their pets and in people compared to
wild animals and people and animals

in the less-developed countries. The
reason is because developed countries
use dewormers and implement good
sanitation practices, both of which have
kept those numbers way down. When
your veterinarian recommends giving
heartworm preventatives year-round, your
veterinarian has good reason to make such
a recommendation: to protect your dogs
against a variety of parasites. You may not
have known before reading this article,
but almost all heartworm preventative
medications also treat for several types
of intestinal parasites as well. All the
products on the market will help prevent
infections with at least two, and some get
all three, of the worms I discussed. Don’t
let the worms win! Make sure to have your
pet’s stool screened at least once a year
for parasites. Keep up the good work.

Golfing for Greyhounds Is Coming Back
More Info

JU LY

Date
Sunday, July 30, 2017

The Golfing for Greyhounds fundraiser
is back for its ninth year! Whether
you’re a seasoned pro or a once-a-year
hacker, grab a few friends and join us
on Sunday, July 30 at Door Creek Golf
Course in Cottage Grove. $75 gets
you 18 holes of golf, a cart and lunch.
Proceeds benefit GPA-WI, of course.

Can’t make the event but still want to
contribute? Consider sponsoring a hole
at one of three levels ($100, $250, or
$500). We’re also accepting donations
for the silent auction and door prizes.
And, as always, we welcome volunteers
to help on the day of the event. For more
information, call Matt at 414-552-8080.

Time
Registration opens at 7:00 a.m.
Shotgun start at 8:00 a.m.
Location
Door Creek Golf Course
Cottage Grove
Event Details and Registration
www.gpawisconsin.org/gfg8
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The Couch Potato Press is a publication of Greyhound
Pets of America-Wisconsin, a non-profit organization
dedicated to placing ex-racing greyhounds in loving
homes as pets. Please direct any correspondence,
address changes or donations to:
GPA-Wisconsin P.O. Box 2115
Madison, WI 53701

Thank you to EZ Self Storage
for donating a storage unit to
GPA-WI for one year.
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