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Year-end

Giving

As another year draws to
a close, our thoughts
often turn to the
things in our
lives for which
we’re thankful.
Fittingly, many
of us choose this time
of year to contribute
financially to groups we
feel embody the things
we love. We urge you to consider GPAWI among those groups.
Anyone who’s had the privilege of adopting
a greyhound will tell you that their
relationship with their dog is one-sided—
the greyhounds give us so much more
than we could ever return! These loving
animals surpass the traditional role of pet,
becoming beloved family members—like
the story of Dave and Dodge, for instance.
Dave and his wife, Tracy, and their family
adopted Dodge through GPA-WI about
five years ago. Although the entire family
fell in love with Dodge, Tracy says that
Dave and Dodge were truly best buddies
from the start. Dave treated Dodge as
a member of the family, bringing him
along on outings, biking while Dodge
ran alongside, and, of course, stealing
a nap together whenever possible.

to GPA-Wisconsin

the loving bond Dave shared with Dodge.
Dodge’s sweet, gentle, and silly personality
made spending time with him pleasurable
for everyone, but especially so for Dave
as his health declined. GPA-WI brought
Dave and Dodge together. When you give
charitably to GPA-WI, you help connect
loving families like Dave and Tracy’s
with the greyhounds of their dreams.
Your donation will also cover the cost
of rehoming retired racing greyhounds,
from transporting them to Wisconsin to
providing medical evaluations and care.
THE
For animals whose medical needs are
unique, the Blue Fund provides both
the people and money required to help
those hounds in need—hounds like
Diva, a seven-year-old brood mom who
was successfully treated for and has
recovered from breast cancer while in
GPA-WI foster care. Then there’s Huck,
a bouncy two-year-old pup who came
to GPA-WI with a deformed leg. Thanks
to the Blue Fund, Huck received the
surgery and recovery space necessary
to fix his leg. Both Huck and Diva have
been adopted and are loving retirement,
thanks to the Blue Fund and GPA-WI.

As 2014 draws to a close, we urge you
to consider giving to GPA-WI. Your tax
preparer can evaluate your specific
situation and inform you of the positive
financial consequences of a year-end
Dave recently passed away at the age of 47
following a prolonged battle with pancreatic gift. Many employers also offer matching
programs to approved non-profit groups.
cancer. Though the family misses him
(GPA-WI is a 501[c][3] organization,
desperately, Tracy thinks fondly about
www.gpawisconsin.org

eligible for federal tax deductions.)
No amount is too big or too small,
and the hounds will love you for it.
Best wishes for a happy, healthy, and
greyt 2015!

upcoming
Chili’s Promotion
Now through December 31
Wisconsin Chili’s Restaurants

2015
IN THIS
Great Lakes Pet Expo
January 31 I Milwaukee
Pins for Paws
February 8 I Burlington
Adopt-a-Greyhound Month
April
Lake Walk for Cancer
May 2 I Oconomowoc
Golfing for Greyhounds
July 26 I Cottage Grove
21st Annual Greyhound Gala
1
October 17 I Waukesha
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Gala Recap

A Greyt Gala!
The 20th Annual Gala Greyhound Gathering featured fun, fur and fervor as hound lovers raised $39,000 for
GPA-WI. That’s a big chunk of change! Sincere thanks to all of our vendors, donors and volunteers, and
special thanks to all who attended. Heads up: Next year’s Gala is scheduled for Saturday, October 17!

Photos by Rich McVicar and Steve Schiferl.
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What’s Happening

Freddy’s View from the Couch: Someone Else’s Home for the Holidays

Dear Freddy,
The holidays are coming, and that means
traveling to my humans’ cousin’s house
in Ohio. While I have nothing personally
against the fine state of Ohio, I HATE their
yappy little canine, Rufus. The humans don’t
seem to get that I do not want to play with
Rufus, nor do I want him near my bed. I
can’t make him disappear, but how do I get
the humans to make him leave me alone?
—Sincerely, Frustrated in Fredonia
Dear Frustrated,
I can’t think of a single thing worse than
waking early from my slumber to an

irritating younger sibling.
(Can you tell I was an only
child?) If you’re used to
being crated, then your
parents should bring that
crate and keep Rufus
OUT—that’s your space.
It’s also a good refuge in
case the holiday crowds
get to be too much, or
if you attempt to “help”
with dinner. If you’re
not a crate-er, ask the
humans to bring along a
baby gate they can use to
separate you from Rufus
so everyone can sleep in
peace. These barriers are
also useful for preventing
visiting dogs from bolting
to the door when company
comes, reducing the
likelihood of an accidental
escape. Best of luck!

Grab Your Calendar!
Let the Good Times Roll at GPAWI’s 5th Annual Pins for Paws!
“Strike” back against the winter doldrums at
the 5th Annual Pins for Paws event! Join us
on Sunday, February 8, 2015, for bowling,
food, a silent auction, our greyt retail booth
and a whole lot of fun. Registration begins
at 11:00 a.m. at Towne and Country Lanes,
264 S. Pine Street in Burlington, WI. This is
one of GPA-WI’s most popular fundraisers,
so lace up your bowling shoes and hit the
lanes to help the hounds! (We are still
in need of silent auction items and door
prizes. If you can donate an item, please
contact Michele at wolflovr@charter.net).

15% of purchases to GPA-WI when guests
provide a special voucher. The program is
in place at all Wisconsin Chili’s locations
and runs through the end of 2014.

editions of the Couch Potato Press
on our website at http://www.
gpawisconsin.org/learn/newsletters/.
If you’d like to receive an electronic copy
instead of paper via mail, please let us know
by writing to records@gpawisconsin.org.
Contact GPA-Wisconsin

(Voucher above!) To view and print
voucher forms, go to the main page
of GPA-WI’s website and click on the
image of the pepper. Enjoying a tasty
meal while earning money for the
hounds is a pretty delicious deal!

Eat and Earn at Chili’s!

Electronic CPP

Chili’s Pepper Partner Program will donate

You can read current and past

• 414-301-2599 to report a loose,
lost or found greyhound
• 414-299-9473 to discuss
adoption, to volunteer, to donate,
and for all other messages
• records@gpawisconsin.org to update
your contact information or share
the passing of a beloved hound
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GPA-WI Leadership

Saying Hello and Goodbye
Kim Good

Thank you!
It is with a heavy
heart that I say goodbye to the GPA-WI
Board of Directors.
It was a very difficult
decision for me, but
my strenuous work schedule makes it
impossible to dedicate as much time as I
would like to my positions on the board.
I am incredibly thankful for my
experiences with the board and my GPA
family. I feel honored to have been a
part of this amazing group for the past
three years and even more so for the
opportunity to lead this dedicated team
for the past year. I plan to remain actively
involved when and where I am able.
I am confident that we will continue to see
great things from the board and GPAWI as a whole. Thank you to everyone
for your ongoing support of GPA-WI!
Emily Talbert

Thank you!
I’ve enjoyed getting
to know such great
people and awesome
hounds over the last
two years on the board
and I’m grateful for the
support and collaboration with so many
dedicated volunteers and foster homes
during my time as foster coordinator.
I’m looking forward to my new job
being a mom to a baby girl and I
hope to still get Hanna and Sly out for
events and volunteer activities too!
4
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Jessica Huber
Eastern Wisconsin
Adoption Coordinator

Welcome!
Please welcome Jessica
Huber as our new
adoption coordinator
for eastern Wisconsin.
Jessica taught high school
social studies for 10 years
before assuming the
position of volunteer/community outreach
coordinator at MADACC. She is currently
the training coordinator at BuySeasons
in New Berlin, the largest online only
retailer of costumes and party supplies.
Jessica shares her home with her husband,
Andrew, their son, Ian, four cats and two
greyhounds named Royal and Miley.
Thank you, Jessica, for helping GPA-WI
place more hounds in good homes!

Melissa Schultz
Foster Home Coordinator

Welcome!
GPA-WI welcomes
its new foster home
coordinator, Melissa
Schultz! This UWMadison grad
student has a
master’s degree in history and is working
toward her master’s in information
and library sciences. She works at the
State Historical Society and as a project
assistant in the Office of the Registrar, and
is also part of the fundraising committee
for the student chapter of the Society of
American Archivists.
Melissa lives in Madison and loves to
cook, watch movies and hang out with her
greyhound, Diesel. Our thanks to Melissa
for making room in her busy schedule to
help the hounds!

LOST GREYHOUND HOTLINE
GPA-WI has a Loose, Lost or Found Greyhound Hotline.
For information about what to do or who to contact, visit
www.gpawisconsin.org/llf/ and save this phone number
for future use so it’s readily available when you need it!

GPA-WI Events

Golfing for Greyhounds Scorecard Total: $10,172.44!
Thank You
$2,500 Matching Sponsor
•

Modern Woodmen of America
(Larry Marlette)

$500 Sponsors
•

Celebrating McGrady’s Good Parts
(Paul Reak)

The 6th Annual Golfing for Greyhounds
outing was a huge success, raising a recordbreaking $10,172.44 for GPA-WI! We’d like
to thank the 62 golfers, our hardworking
volunteers and all of our generous sponsors
and donors. Special thanks to our Hole-InOne challenge sponsor, Zimbrick European
Car Sales, and our $2,500 matching funds
sponsor, Modern Woodmen of America.
Mark your calendars: Next year’s 7th
Annual Golfing for Greyhounds will
take place on Sunday, July 26!

Cash and In-kind Donors
•
•
•
•
•

Dave Baux — Madison
David Photography
Joyce Wells
Paulus Printing
David Vierck
Peggy Marciniec

Silent Auction/Prize Donors
• Ale Asylum Brewery
• Archie Vorvald — TRICOR
• Buffalo Wild Wings
• Matt and Lisa Byczek
• Candy’s Collars — Mary Koenig
• Capital Brewery
• Caribou Tavern
• Culver’s
• Dickey’s BBQ

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Egg Harbor Fun Park
Glass Nickel Pizza
The Farm
Linda Lebard and Friends
Wendy Hecht and Gar Zibrowski
Hope Springs Pet Beds
HyVee Food Stores
Java Cat
Julia’s Park Cafe
Jonah Levia
Lucky Dog Park
Iron Quill Tattoo
Malt House — Bill Rogers
Massage Envy
Metro Market
R. McVicar/L. Losenegger
Christin and Don Nowinski
Old Sugar Distillery
Outback Steakhouse
PC Junction
Plum Loco Animal Farm
Salon Rue Cler — Heidi Jennings
Steve and William Schiferl
Steve Schmidt — ShoeBox/Mallard’s
Singing Donuts
TASC
Texas Roadhouse
Travis Hasse’s DrinkPie
Tyrenena
Von Rutenberg Ventures

•

The Voyagers Jewelry Design

•

Shawn Winkler

•

Wilson’s Bar & Grill

•

Wood Orchard Market

•

Woodman’s Markets

•

Healthy Pet Veterinary Clinic

•

Tali Greyhounds (Penny and Erik
Wick)

•

TeamSoft

$250 Sponsors
•

In Celebration of Buttercup Gianna
(Bob Cohen)

•

Capital Water Softener, Inc (Erik and
Kirk Wick)

•

Ryan & Joyce-Ryan Funeral Home

•

TASC

$100 sponsors
•

Ameritus Group Dental and Vision
Benefits

•

Beloved Hecht-Zibrowski Hounds,
Past and Present

•

Dube Girls for All Your Love (Rod
and Teri Dube)

•

Great Dane Pub and Brewery

•

The Hills (Leslie Hill)

•

In Memory of Jenny the greyhound
(Alesia Bock)

•

Jim and Carol Schmirler

•

Knuckleheads in WI Dells

•

Larry and Pam Williamson

•

Mounds Pet Food Warehouse

•

Payton Blue and Emerald Kathleen
(Joyce Wells)

•

Travis Hasse’s Original Apple Pie
Liquor

•

VanLeirsburg/Marciniec Fur Kids
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Blue Fund Success Story

One

Super Dog

by Shawn Winkler

On September 15, 2014, the fantastic Super
came into our program with a severely
broken leg. He was a very tough boy and
waited until October 2 to receive reparative
surgery. The veterinarian removed bone
fragments, packed the break with marrow
from Super’s shoulder bone, and secured
the leg bone with a metal plate and screws.
The cost for this surgery was $2,400.
Unfortunately, Super’s heart rate
dropped while under anesthesia and
he had to be awakened before the
surgery was complete. Because of this

the break was not fully repaired, so
after several weeks of recuperating
he underwent a second procedure to
finish the repair work. During this
time, Super went to the vet twice a week
for wound checks and re-splinting.
X-rays taken on October 30 showed
that some bone fragments were starting
to come through Super’s skin, which
meant that he couldn’t wait any longer
for the second surgery. The operation
took place on November 7, and the vet
successfully removed the remaining bone

fragments and repaired the bone with
marrow from Super’s other shoulder.
This additional surgery cost $1,000.
Super is now on the fast track to recovery,
but he has a long road to travel. He will
need x-rays on November 17 to check
his progress and again every month
through January of 2015. We would be
very grateful for any donations to the
Blue Fund to help pay for this brave
boy’s surgeries and follow-up care. Your
generous contribution will be greytly
appreciated by Super and the loving
family we know is in his future!

Support
Blue Fund
Each year, GPA-WI’s Blue Fund
contributes much-needed dollars
to greyhounds with special
medical needs.
To contribute directly to the Blue
Fund, please send a check to:
GPA-Wisconsin Blue Fund
PO Box 2115
Madison, Wisconsin
53701-2115
Thank you for your support!
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Health Talk

Quick Facts on Amicar for Greyhounds
by Jackie Blackburn
More than one greyhound parent has
a story of taking their dog for even
minor surgical procedures, only to see
their pet develop bleeding afterward.
Excessive bleeding can sometimes develop
into a serious or even life-threatening
situation. Recent research indicates that
these incidents are caused by the dogs’
own bodies prematurely dissolving
blood clots formed during surgery.
Fortunately, the same research indicates
a solution: epsilon aminocaproic acid
(EACA), known also by the trade name
Amicar. This article provides very basic
information to alert and encourage you
to be informed before an event happens.

procedure. In the case of emergencies,
ask your vet to write a prescription to
a human pharmacy (e.g., Walgreens)
for the tablet form. (Greyhounds better
absorb liquid than tablet EACA, though
the latter will work in an emergency;
however, the liquid form is preferred
from a cost standpoint, as well.)

shown that greyhounds who receive
EACA following surgical procedures are
significantly less likely to develop bleeding
than those who don’t. Unfortunately, many
veterinarians are unaware of the benefits
of EACA and fail to keep it on hand.

Bleeding can happen without warning,
and it can range from mild to severe.
Studies by The Ohio State University
Veterinary Teaching Hospital have

In the case of caring for your greyhound,
the best defense is a good offense.
Talk to your vet about EACA and be
sure it’s available before any planned

For more information, contact Dr.
Guillermo Couto. Dr. Couto is among the
seminal researchers on the use of EACA
in greyhounds, as well an expert in all
things greyhound health. He provides
consultations through Couto Veterinary
Consultants (coutovetconsultants.com).
Raising awareness with your vet of
greyhounds’ tendency to bleed and the
effect of EACA can mean the difference
between life and death for your ‘hound.

Memorials & adoptions
New adoptions

In memory of ...
Montana Aberle
Beau Bauer
Vee Vee Baux
Dolly Blair-Gillette
Rory Catherman-Tonelli
Cheddar Danks
Tom Donatello-Dekker
Chase Falk
Abby Gookin
Shakey Gruenhagen
Roman Harris
Baby Hirata
Suni Jensen
Calvin Kania
Storm Kaszuba

Candy Koenig
May Marks
Jack May-Kozuk
Elliot McIntyre
Bucky Menard
Willow Michalets
Molly Moore
Jasmine Nimtz
Sorcha Olson
Chet Peterson
Fritz Pulizzano
Echo Schmirler
Lilly Simons
Mia Speerbrecker
Reba Wesley

Abbie Olson
Anna Last
Bowie Kamm
Brinn Voshart
Buckle Demetropoulos
Burrito Knobel
Dexter Johnson
Diana Gookin
Dolly Fortkamp
Doughan Melik-Molony
Evie Wymelenberg-Bishop
Faraday Nelson
FDR Gort-Fox
Flower O’Brien
Garth Kienahs

Gilgun Barger
Gremlin Hallihan
Gus Agnew
Katy Aberle
Luna Sattell
Mila Veronese
Miley Huber
Montag Svabek
PJ Ellingen
Pogo Mattson
Schoene Rae-Jan Michalets
Star Reilly
Stella Calev
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PRESS

The Couch Potato Press is a
quarterly publication of Greyhound
Pets of America-Wisconsin, a
non-profit organization dedicated
to placing ex-racing greyhounds
in loving homes as pets. Please
direct any correspondence,
address changes or donations to:
GPA-Wisconsin P.O. Box 2115
Madison, WI 53701
				
www.gpawisconsin.org

The Couch Potato Press goes
to all GPA-WI adopters and
others who wish to be on our
mailing list. Please inform us of
any changes or updates to your
name, address, email addresses
or phone numbers. Cell or other
phone numbers are helpful
when tracking down the owner
of a found greyhound, so please
share any and all numbers that
might aid us in that situation.
You can also let us know about
the passing of a beloved hound so
we may remember him or her in
the newsletters and in our records.
Send all information updates to:
records@gpawisconsin.org.

Greyhound Pets of America-Wisconsin
Post Office Box 2115
Madison, WI 53701-2115

couchPOTATO

MILWAUKEE, WI
PERMIT NO. 5347

PAID

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE

